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Presidents Report 
So the AGM was held almost a month ago, and we have a new committee! Firstly, welcome back to 

Mark Jackson (Vice President), Clare Cappa (Club Night), Andrei Visnevskii (Competition), Dan Truesdale 
(Social), and Karen and Darryl Green (Membership), who all continue their service to other members. Thank 
you!

Also welcome back to those in the various committee-appointed jobs who decided to continue their 
service: Jude Vaughan (Advertising), Keith Faulkner (Webmaster), Mark Buchanan (Editor), and Ken 
Percival (Vehicle Dating Officer), Peter Mathews (Member at Large), Doug Stonehouse (Member at Large), 
and Colin Densley (Member at Large).

Now, welcome to those new to the committee who put up their hands to make sure our club continues 
to deliver a good experience for the members: Andrew Gillanders (Club Secretary), Peter Salmon 
(Treasurer), and Andrei Visnevskii (Social Media). Congratulations to everyone on their election and thank 
you for your contribution to the club.

With some new faces on the committee, it means others have left it. And the collective contribution of 
those people has been some of the most significant the club has ever seen. Firstly, many thanks to Rob and 
Shirl Grant for being Club Secretary for the past few years. Officially it was just Rob, but we know Shirl and 
Rob do everything together! Rob and Shirl are founding members of the club, and here they are, still 
contributing to it in such a significant manner after 47 years! An outstanding contribution to all the club's 
members. And while they are no longer on the committee, they have many little jobs through which they will 
continue to contribute. Many thanks once again to our club's "Mum and Dad". Andrew Gillanders will take 
over from them, and I'm sure will be an excellent Club Secretary.

The other significant loss to the committee is our (now former) treasurer, Garry Spowart. Garry has 
been our Treasurer for basically 20 years straight - a club record for any position, and approximately 43% of 
the club's history! He even continued in the position as his eyesight failed him and has kept the books 
straight for all that time. We're always conscious that every cent we spend must be for the benefit of the 
members, and Garry has made sure that happens in an effective, appropriate, and auditable way. The fact 
that we don't have money problems can be directly attributed to Garry's diligence, and we thank Garry for all 
his work over those two decades. Peter Salmon has big shoes to fill but has hit the ground running. 
Needless to say that Rob, Shirl, and Garry have earned their Life Memberships many times over. Garry will 
continue on the committee as a Member at Large, but I'm sure he and Sheridan will look forward to not 
having to worry about the numbers so much from now on.
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I'd like to remind everyone to register for Alfesta 2023, which is right here in Queensland! Over the 
2023 Easter weekend (6-10 April) Alfisti from all over Australia will converge on Toowoomba to have a fun 
weekend enjoying what it means to own an Alfa Romeo. And for Queensland Alfisti, with the first local 
Alfesta in nearly a decade, you'll never attend a cheaper one! So please go to the Alfesta 2023 website 
(https://www.alfesta2023.net/) and sign up. And good news! While the Earlybird competition has been 
decided, the committee decided to extend the Earlybird rate until the 30th of November 2022. So if you get 
in and pay for your Alfesta attendance before then, you'll pay only $550 per adult and $275 per child. 
Anyone who has been to an Alfesta knows that they are not to be missed, so go to the website and register 
now! Especially if this will be your first Alfesta - we'd love to see you there!

The Stanthorpe weekend was held for the first time in a couple of years (due to Covid) recently, and 
many, many thanks to Steve and Di Jones for doing a wonderful job of organising it for us. More than 50 
people attended, making it a mini Alfesta! What was particularly encouraging was the number of people who 
were attending their first AROCA QLD event, or who we don't see as often as we like at other events. A club 
is the people in it, and I always feel happy when I see people who have joined the club coming to an event 
such as this for the first time. We have many members who sign up, and who we never see. But the club 
can only ever be as good as the people in it, and we have a great club! So if you haven't yet been to an 
event, or don't come to many, I encourage you to come along and enjoy what the club is all about. After all - 
if nothing else, we all share a love of Alfas!

Ciao for now,
John Anderson
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Competizione | Andrei Vishnevskii  

The competitor had a last round of Morgan Park super sprints on 24-25 August with a record of 
thirteen Alfas competing. And as is tradition, Mark has won the round. The second was John Coleman who 
brought his new Giulia QV and wasn't too far behind. Serge was the third, but Alan and Ken weren't too far 
behind.

The overall super sprint results are the following:
Mark Jackson - 1st place with 80 points
Serger Oberhauser - 2nd place with 46 point
Andrei Vishnevskii - 3rd place with 44 points
Peter Salmon was just behind with 43 points followed by Charles Webb with 42 points
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Membri | Karen & Darryl Green 

Welcome to new members David Munro with his 2016 Giulietta and Matt Schofield with a 1979 Alfetta 
GTV. We trust all members have received your renewal mailings, including badges.

I've received a couple of inquiries regarding the 10 year (silver) and 20 year (gold) badge Ts&Cs. To 
keep things simple the qualification is based on continuous full membership years as at 1 July 2022. 
Members who renew for 2023/24 will potentially then "graduate" to the next membership level and receive 
new badges. As always, if there are any inaccuracies in the details we have recorded for you please let me 
know and they will be corrected.

As one might expect, returning home after 4 months away is keeping us busy at home and work but 
we found time to take a quick camping break - not quite the South of France in spring but it was nice to take 
the 159 Q4 Sport Camping wagon for a drive and reacquaint ourselves with some of the local flora and 
fauna - we managed not to collide with either and to stay dry despite some damp weather.
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Alfa’s at Motorclassica | Mark Buchanan 

Motorclassica 2022 has come and gone, but wow what an event! This year the Brisbane Motor 
Museum entered a 1957 Jensen 541 Deluxe in the Post War 1946 - 1960 category, quite a rare car with only 
53 Deluxe versions ever created. This was the first  British four seater to be fitted with Dunlop disc brakes 
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front and rear. In 2012 it was stripped to its bare chassis and restored over a ten-year period to Botticelli 
Blue with black interior. 

As usual the setup for an event like this is quite hectic, not to mention the fact is was raining outside 
with a bevy of transporter trucks jostling for position to deliver everyone’s pride and joy into the main foyer.

Friday brought us the grand opening of the event, cars now all in place and ready for the crowds. 
Major sponsor Lorbeck provided an amazing assortment of Aston Martin, Lamborghini, Ferrari, Mercedes-
Benz, McLaren and Porsche. 

Entering the building you were met with the centre corridor of Ferrari’s celebrating their 75th year. 
This included some pretty impressive Ferrari 250 GTE’s, GTO’s and an Enzo. 
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Following this was the “Icons of Speed” 
corridor.  A fascinating collection starting 
with a 1904 Napier L48 Samson which 
made its mark by completing a one mile 
world record of 104.65mph at Ormond 
Beach in Florida in 1904. This car boasted a 
15 litre 6-cylinder engine and 74 metres of 
copper tubing under an aluminium dome, 
the car has an unmistakable presence!

A few desirable super cars later (such as a 
Mercedes-Benz Gullwing, Lamborghini 
Maura SV, Pagini Zonda and Nikki Laura 
Edition Ferrari) we were treated with a 2023 
Koenigsegg Jesko Absout. Boasting a 
1,280bhp twin turbocharged V8 engine, 

which blows out to 1,600bhp when running on E85! These big numbers of course bring you to a claimed top 
speed of 530kph, unlikely to be achieved on any Australian roads I know, but impressive none the less.

PER SEMPRE ALFA OCTOBER 2022 13



 

PER SEMPRE ALFA OCTOBER 2022 14



Dotted around both corridors were an amazing hand picked selection of Alfa Romeo’s, with two in 
particular being Giocattolo’s. The black one scoring show finalist, this 1988 Giocattolo Competizione owned 
by Shane O’Brien, was simply stunning with an impressive rear toolkit on display featuring a Bundy Rum 
bottle. Which I was not sure was something you drank first to aid with the work to be undertaken, or drank 
last as a “last resort”!
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Another Alfa worth a mention was a 
1965 Alfa Romeo Guilin Ti, owned by 
Nigel Wright. This car was in the 
preservation category, and appeared at 
the Earls Court Motor show in 1965. A 
stunning example with only 67,000 
miles since new.

In the car club paddock outside, the Alfa 
Romeo Club of Victoria braved the 
elements and appeared in force with 
both classic and modern vehicles. 
Ranging from a beautiful 6C Tourer 
through to a Piano Black 4C.
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Considering weather, overall numbers seemed to be pretty 
good. And if your a car nut/nerd much like myself, you should have it 
on your “must do” list for 2023. In all took over 500 photos of the 
event, so what you have here is only a small selection. In the coming 
weeks I will be posting on the Brisbane Motor Museum Facebook 
page. So jump on, like us and follow the goings on.

Enjoy the Drive
Mark Buchanan
mark@brisbanemotormuseum.com.au

PER SEMPRE ALFA OCTOBER 2022 21

mailto:mark@brisbanemotormuseum.com.au


PER SEMPRE ALFA OCTOBER 2022 22



Mid Week Drive to Kilcoy by Tony Nelson 
21st September

Again, there has been a delay between Mid Week Drives due to Covid concerns.

Then, I visited Bunnings and the sausage stall was back in place outside the front door and the local 
Covid testing station had closed, so I came home to Gail and announced, tongue in cheek,   “The Pandemic 
is over!     Time to create another Mid Week Drive!!”

We all know this statement is a little optimistic but the situation is such to allow us to enjoy each 
other’s company over a drive and breakfast.

Initially, I selected a venue we had not visited since 2018 at Hinze Dam.  They are renowned for 
giving excellent service, quality meals, great surroundings and outstanding views.   I booked the date and a 
few days later the owner advised me he would have to cancel our reservation as Hemsworth and Crowe 
would be there using the venue for their next film.   The owner did offer, as a consolation, a free drink to all 
who visited on the next MWD.   I am now looking at November as Life Members # 3 of our club, none other 
than Shirl and Rob Grant who are both among the most active members, are looking at creating a MWD in 
October.

It seems either I selected a bad date as the apologies outnumbered the acceptances, or the 
membership is still wary of group outings, or maybe just school holidays.

I was aware that I had not created an event on the north side of Brisbane, so I started looking for a 
suitable location and with the assistance of President John Anderson, found an outlet in Kilcoy, where we 

PER SEMPRE ALFA OCTOBER 2022 23



have never visited before but the club had on a weekend 
event.   Ideal, as also enabled the Sunshine Coast 
members to participate if they wished.

I offered two meeting points at Ferny Grove and Samford 
and advised that on this route which included passing 
through Dayboro and Mt Mee, I had a habit of getting 
behind large trucks.   With a convoy behind me, this 
made it unsafe to pass.   However, this time it did not 
happen.

The Dayboro to Mt Mee road is very cut up from rains 
earlier this year.   However we enjoyed the corners and 
stopped at the viewing park just past Mt Mee to take in 
the views over the Sunshine Coast and use the toilet 
facilities.

A slower than usual drive was had once we met the 
D'aguilar Highway with many road works happening and 
witnessing the local police using unmarked cars to pull 
over any speeding offenders.

We arrived at the venue in Kilcoy right on time, but found 
the usual angle parking has been changed making on 
street parking parallel spaces harder to find.   You will see 
that I jagged a front door park as it is a challenge I and 
our 3 sons always try to achieve and photograph to 
share.

Photographs taken on the day are mainly thanks to John 
Heidemann and if the Editor chooses my front door park 
at the cafe. Members who might be interested in joining 
our events and who do not receive drive invitations are 
welcome to go to our club website and register to receive 
invitations.

There are still members registered who have not yet 
joined us and as long as they remain financial members, 
they will still receive the invitations.

Vale - Dianne Whitehouse.   Dianne was a valuable staff 
member in our business of wholesaling to the Interior 
Design Industry.   I had recently purchased my 1974 Alfa 
Romeo Spider Veloce 2000 (in the photos from this 
event) from Peter Mathews.   

When Dianne arrived for her job interview in a Red Alfa 
Romeo Sprint in my mind she had the job, but I still went 

through the interview process with other applicants. If I answered the phone and the designer wished to talk 
with Dianne, I was relieved as I had full confidence she was all over the process.   
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When her father living in Canada became ill, she went home to care for him.   I kept her job open for 
6 months. Sadly for me, she decided to stay in Canada.   It was her husband Bob, now living in the USA who 
introduced me to Julian and Deb Lord to care for my Spider.   I am still in contact with Deb and Julian, 
although now they are living in Warwick, so a little too far for a service.  

As I write this, I look up at a birthday present Dianne made for me of a white coloured Alfa Romeo 
Spider, multi mounted into a glassed frame.

You are in our thoughts Dianne.
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