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Presidente | John Anderson

December at last!
NOW you can put up
Christmasy stuff
Another year gone, which also felt a bit "hard-fought",
although thankfully not as bad as last year. I guess part of
it not feeling as bad is that we are now better equipped
to cope with this extraordinary situation that all of
society is in.And with the latest variant appearing (at this
early stage) to be more transmissable but at the same
time much less deadly, it seems that the evolution of the
virus is taking it the way that most pandemics eventually
go before fizzling out. I know many members are looking
forward to making travel plans without lockdowns etc
wherever they go threatening to ruin their trips, and
costing them their hard-earned money. And with all the
efforts worldwide towards making that possible again, it
feels like we're close to getting there soon.

In terms of the club, we've managed to operate under
the restrictions pretty well, with only a couple of events
restricted or cancelled due to lockdowns and the like.
This pandemic has changed society in many ways, and I'd
say work from home (or WFH) is here to stay, as we've
proven that with our available technology, fewer people
need to meet face to face than was previously occuring
(I say fewer, because there remain situations where face
to face is still better). And we've proven that employees
can be trusted to still be productive even if they WFH. In
fact, WFH means there's less congestion on our roads
because there is less need for it. That alone has many
benefits such as reducing pollution and the number of
severe road accidents.And employees like it because it's
a pretty sweet commute! But as a result, it means people
want to get out of their four walls in their spare time

more than ever before. And hence, attendance at our
club events has been strong all year, which is great to see
- club members enjoying the events that the club holds.
Our world has suffered greatly in the past couple of
years, but our society has changed and adapted. Some-
times big changes only occur when events are significant
enough to give us reason to change.And I think the club
has embraced that change.

On to "President" stuff. Over the summer, and into next
year, we'll be having Skype calls about planning for Alfesta
2023. After missing out on 2020, Queensland gets to
show the other states why we're a great place to live as
an Alfisti in 2023. Once we've decided where it's going to
be, we can get into the detailed planning of what's going
to happen.And there will be lots of little jobs for anyone
who wants to contribute, but doesn't have a lot of time.
So I encourage all club members to not only attend
Alfesta 2023, but to be a part of it. I'll email out links to
the Skype meetings that we'll hold to all members, so
that you can join when it suits you. Ideally we'll have a
core team of people, with lots of 'helpers'. So however
you want or can contribute, your contribution will be
welcomed, and there will always be something to do.And
the more contributors we have, the easier it'll be for
everyone! By 2023, it'll be 9 years since Queensland
hosted an Alfesta, so let's channel all that pent-up
demand into making it the best Alfesta ever! And it just
might be your contribution that makes achieving that aim
possible.

At the Christmas party, we had our annual award presen-
tations. In competition, Mark Jackson once again was our
Alfacomp champion, with Jorrit Kooistra and Andrey
Vishnevsky taking second and third respectively. Well
done to Mark, who once again proved what a worthy
champion he is. Few in the 46 year history of the club
have contributed so much to the competition side of the
club, and competition is where the cuore sportiva of Alfa
Romeo was forged. But it is also great to see Jorrit and
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Andrey nipping at his heels. Let's see if the experience of
Mark can hold out against the youthful bravado of the
up-and-comers in this coming year!

On the social side, the clubmanship award went to Rod
Silver. I presume if his wife Glenys hadn't been ill that one
time, she would have shared the trophy! This award
rewards commitment to and participation in the club,
and both Rod and Glenys come to pretty much every-
thing, so this award was deservedly earned. Do we have
a new Rob and Shirl in the Silvers? Only 5 to go to equal
their record.

Our most active new member was Geoff Newton, who
has come to almost every club night since he joined the
club.We love to see such enthusiasm in new members,
and I always encourage those who have joined, but who
haven't yet come to an event to simply jump in and do it!
Geoff has a 116 GTV that he's restoring, so he is benefit-
ing from meeting club members and drawing on their
Alfa experience. And everyone else is benefiting from
knowing Geoff and hearing the stories he has to tell as
well. So congratulations Geoff! Well deserved.

For the "Services to the Club" award, the committee
chose to award it this year to our retiring Vice President
and Webmaster, Keith Faulkner. Keith built not only our
website and has managed it since it started about 20
years ago, but has more recently built websites for the
national level of the club. Keith has also been on the com-
mittee for 25 years in various roles, most recently as
Vice-President for 5 years. Now is the first time Keith
has been in the club without being on the committee!

Keith also looks after our classifieds, and always gives
really good advice to the rest of the committee, which I
personally have greatly appreciated in the last 5 years.
Many thanks for all that you do Keith, and this award is
just a small token of the club's appreciation.

Finally, for the Spirit of Alfisti, the committee chose this
time to honour Doug and Cynthia Earl. The Earls have
owned a 105 GTV since new, and it's always a joy to see
their one-owner very original car at events - many of
them events that they themselves organised for the club!
The Earls organise the now-traditional final run of the
year in November through the Gold Coast Hinterland,
but also run at least one mid-week drive through the
year. Their contribution to the club over many years is
not only unquestionable, but very much appreciated by
all club members who benefit from it. Congratulations
Doug and Cynthia on their well deserved award.

So that pretty much wraps up 2021. All that's left to do
is to wish a Merry Christmas/Happy Hanukkah/Summer
Holidays to all club members. Enjoy your time off in
whatever form that may take, and I hope you get the
opportunity to take the time to appreciate what's impor-
tant to you. And hopefully part of that is enjoying your
Alfa! Take care and see you next year.

Ciao for now,

John Anderson

Shop 2/168 Portrush Rd.
Trinity Gardens SA 5068
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Notizia
FCAI acknowledges vehicle direction in ALP
Powering Australia plan

Alfa Romeo thanks Antonio Giovinazzi

3 December 2021: The direction for electric vehicle
support and vehicle emissions outlined in the ALP Pow-
ering Australia plan released today supporting the uptake
of electric vehicles in Australia has been acknowledged
as a step forward in the policy discussion around lower-
ing vehicle emissions according to Australia’s peak auto-
motive body, the Federal Chamber of Automotive
Industries.

“Following a statement of intent in these areas in March
this year, it is pleasing the ALP is continuing to generate
meaningful discussion about increasing the number of
low emission vehicles on our roads and the subsequent
improvement to our national environmental perfor-
mance, customer choice and communities through this
technology,” FCAI Chief Executive Tony Weber said.

“Australia is lagging the rest of the world when it comes
to a long-term vision for the continued penetration of
low emission vehicles. The automotive sector has seen
around the world that strong signals around targets,
good infrastructure policy and incentives from national
governments contribute to positive outcomes on low
emission vehicle introduction.

“Signals like this can encourage global car brands to
increase the choice of low emission vehicles available in
our market which in turn increases the adoption of elec-
trified vehicles available to customers. However, a CO2
vehicle emissions standard would send a stronger signal.

“The issue of emissions also remains critical for the issue,
and we are keen to ensure future Federal Governments
maintain a focus on improving fuel quality and a progres-
sion towards Euro 6 emissions standards.

“We will be pleased to work alongside any government
in their efforts to introduce positive policy directions for
the increase of the best technology vehicles that are
available to Australians.”

For more information contact:
Peter Griffin
Director Innovation and Strategic Engagement FCAI
0408 594 558

Peter.griffin@fcai.com.au
www.fcai.com.au

Alfa Romeo Racing ORLEN driver, Antonio Giovinazzi,
will leave the team at the end of the 2021 Formula One
championship, following three seasons with the team.

Antonio became the first Italian to compete in a full F1
season since 2011 when he lined up for the team on the
grid in Melbourne in 2019. He has taken part in 59 races
with the team so far, including two for Sauber in 2017,
when he made his debut in place of the injured Pascal
Wehrlein.

Antonio is a driver who is very popular with both the
team and fans alike. He has been an incredible profes-
sional throughout his experience with the team, con-
tributing to its growth and always giving 100% both on
and off the track. His best result was fifth in the 2019
Brazilian Grand Prix and he gave the team many special
moments, such as leading the race under the lights of Sin-
gapore in his debut season and hauling the car into Q3
several times this season. Alfa Romeo wishes Antonio, a
great team-mate and a fantastic person, the best for his
future endeavours as he embarks on a new chapter of his
career.

Jean Philippe Imparato, CEO Alfa Romeo:“Alfa Romeo is
extremely grateful to Antonio Giovinazzi for his strong
contribution to the team over the years, not just from a
sporting point of view.Antonio has embodied the Italian
spirit of the Brand, being an authentic ambassador every
day. It is no coincidence that it was Alfa Romeo who
brought an Italian driver back to F1 after 8 years and that
Antonio has been the only Italian driver in the champi-
onship for 3 years. We are proud to have written

together an important chapter in the glorious Alfa
Romeo sporting history.We wish Antonio all the best for
his future.”

Frédéric Vasseur, Team Principal Alfa Romeo Racing
ORLEN:“Saying goodbye to a driver is never easy, espe-
cially so in the case of Antonio, who has been part of the
team for so long. As we part ways, we will cherish the
memories of the good times and learn lessons from the
bad ones, knowing these moments all made us grow
together as a team. We wish Antonio the best for his
future after the 2021 season: before then, we still have
three races to achieve some good results together and
finish the year strongly.”
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Guanyu Zhou joins
Alfa Romeo Racing ORLEN for 2022

Alfa Romeo Racing ORLEN will see an injection of talent
and youthful enthusiasm for the 2022 season, as Guanyu
Zhou joins the team as race driver.The Chinese young-
ster, a multiple race winner in the FIA F2 Championship,
will make his F1 debut on the grid for next season’s
opener in Bahrain.

The first ever Formula One race driver from China,
Zhou is a trailblazer who will write a pivotal page of his
country’s motorsport history. His path to Formula One
is one of dedication and commitment, without a direct
role model’s path to follow but with steadfast confidence
in his own abilities and the unwavering support of his
family.

Having experienced success at all levels of racing in his
career, Zhou, 22, has been on the radar of most F1 teams
for some time. He finished second in Italian F4 in 2015,
before racking up race victories in Euro F3 and F2,
Formula One’s feeder series. 2021, in particular, has been
a breakthrough year for the driver, who is currently in
second place in the standings in F2 and is ready to mount
a challenge for the title in the final two events of the
season in Saudi Arabia and Abu Dhabi.

Zhou will join a team with extensive heritage and tradi-
tion, completing a highly competitive line-up alongside
Valtteri Bottas: this combination of youth and experience
will be ready to push Alfa Romeo Racing ORLEN
forward, at a time when the sport embraces a com-
pletely new set of regulations and all teams start from
scratch their quest for glory.

With a complete race driver line-up for 2022, the team
is now ready to embark on this new era with confidence.
Welcome to Alfa Romeo Racing ORLEN, Zhou!

Jean Philippe Imparato, CEO Alfa Romeo:“Alfa Romeo is
delighted to welcome into its family Guanyu Zhou, the
first Chinese driver in Formula 1.The decision to recruit
Zhou has been made in complete agreement with the

Alfa Romeo Racing ORLEN team and is the result of a
specific objective and a clear strategy: for Alfa Romeo to
become a global premium brand. Guanyu Zhou repre-
sents a key opportunity to take full advantage of the
potential offered by the global F1 platform and serves as
a privileged entry point into the Chinese market that
plays a notable role in the Alfa Romeo’s future.Welcom-
ing Zhou to the team speaks of the inclusive power of a
brand that inspires visceral and universal emotions,
shared the whole world over”.

Frédéric Vasseur, Team Principal Alfa Romeo Racing
ORLEN: “It is a pleasure to welcome Guanyu Zhou to
Alfa Romeo Racing ORLEN. He is a very talented driver,
as his results in F2 have shown, and we are looking
forward to helping his talent flourish further in Formula
One.We are proud of our line-up for 2022 and we are
confident Zhou will form a very successful partnership
with Valtteri.We are also looking forward to welcoming
all the new Chinese fans who will join the team: Alfa
Romeo Racing ORLEN is a historical brand and one that
embodies the spirit of Formula One. We will do our
utmost to make the experience of our sport a great one
in China.”

Guanyu Zhou, 2022 driver Alfa Romeo Racing ORLEN:
“From a young age, I dreamt of climbing as high as I could
in this sport that I am so passionate about. Now the
dream has come true. It is a privilege for me to start my
Formula 1 career with such an iconic team, a team that
has introduced so much young talent into Formula 1 in
the past. I feel well-prepared for the immense challenge
of Formula 1, the pinnacle of my sport, alongside a
proven, world-class talent in Valtteri Bottas. I wish to
thank the Alfa Romeo Racing ORLEN team for this
opportunity. Next year the target will be to learn as
much as possible and as quickly as possible.To be the first
ever Chinese driver in Formula 1 is a breakthrough for
Chinese motorsport history. I know a lot of hopes will
be resting on me and, as ever, I will take this as motivation
to become better and achieve more.”
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AROCA Event Attendance 2021 | Rob & Shirl

Other Events included – Australia Day at
Peak Crossing, Show & Shine in February,

Mac’s Bridge, Southern Downs Weekend,
A Day in the Country.

A year where there were restrictions and cancellations
of events those that took place were always well
attended – thank you to all members who put their
hands up to organise events even if some had to be can-
celled – we were pleased to see new members attending
the Christmas Party.

AROCA  

EVENT ATTENDANCE 2021 

Other Events included – Australia Day at Peak Crossing,    Show & Shine in February,  

Mac’s Bridge,    Southern Downs Weekend,    A Day in the Country. 

A year where there were restricEons and cancellaEons of events those that took place were 
always well aHended – thank you to all members who put their hands up to organise events 

even if some had to be cancelled – we were pleased to see new members aHending the 
Christmas Party.

Event Number
Total  

AHendance
Members Guests 

Member 
Average

Club Night 9 176 176 19

Day Runs 5 140 123 17 24

M W D 3 68 66 2 22

Restaurants 1 23 23 23

Alfesta 1 26 26 26

Birthday Run 1 34 32 3 32

Other Events 5 183 148 35 29

Christmas 
Party & Trophy  
PresentaEon

1 53 53 0 53
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Ruby Spowart – famous Australian artist | Peter Mathews

A few weeks ago Robyn-Ann and I were down at
Mudgeeraba for our son James’ wedding and we visited
the Gold Coast Art Gallery HOTA (Home of the Arts),
and to my surprise was this amazing triptych by Ruby
Spowart of South Stradbroke. It was very large and
striking. I sent a text to Garry Spowart and asked if the
artist was related and he said it was his mother.

Garry said, not only was it his mother, but on that very
day it was her 94th Birthday!

Hope you enjoy the photo and details of the Triptych.

Merry Christmas to all.

PeteMathews

ABOUT THE ARTWORKS

South Stradbroke triptych 1992

Silver gelatin photographs

Gifted by the citizens of the Gold Coast to future gen-
erations 1993.

In 1991, Jim Brodie, Elisabeth Cummings, Mal Leckie,
Shelagh Morgan, Merv Muhling, Ruby Spowart and Ian
Tremewen embarked on a five-day artist camp to South
Stradbroke Island, on the northern tip of the Gold
Coast.Their ambition was to capture a sense of history
of the island and to gain an understanding of its fragile
environment. Here, Tremewen and Spowart each
present a vastly different perspective through expansive
watercolour and collaged photography on the landscape
that is so loved by locals.
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Sociale | Dan Truesdale

My name is Dan Truesdale, and I am honoured to
be the new club Social Convenor following in the
(very large) footsteps of John Anderson.

What credentials do I have for this role? Well, I love
Alfas. I had a friend in 1984 who bought an Alfasud
ti - vivid red, with a small rear spoiler and globe
wheels. It looked fantastic, and the first time I saw it
was in bright sunlight driving (crackling) down the
street. And then I had a drive – literally it was a slot
car (okay – my car was an XW Fairmont so
anything sporty handled better) but I was smitten. I
went and bought a 1980 Alfetta GTV complete with
rust and a brilliant engine, joined the Alfa Club, got
on a first name basis with Richard Anderson at
Avanti, and all these years and several Alfas later I
still have an Alfa (a 166) as my car (versus the
family car). All my children came home from
hospital in an Alfa, and they all learnt to drive in a
V6 Alfa 90. I love Alfas – I’m just not mechanically
minded, so I can’t fix ‘em.

What other credentials do I have for this role? None
really, so please bear with me, and send lots of
feedback and ideas so we can have successful
events and get together and enjoy.

Never one to be fazed by not knowing how to do
something I looked up the job description: a Social
Convenor is responsible for the planning and
running of events … to provide a diverse range of
relevant and accessible events which meet the
needs and interests of their members and
represent value for money. I can do that – with your
input.

I am about to plan the calendar for next year so I
welcome any new ideas you may have for social
events.
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Looking at the Social Calendar for the next few
months we see that COVID has been tough –
usually there would have been a Stanthorpe Wine
weekend (where the Greens re-stock their
extensive cellar) but the fear of lockdowns
prevented this from happening. I highly recommend
that weekend and it books out very quickly, so keep
an eye out for it next year.

On Sunday November 7th 42 Alfisti in 21 Alfas
participated in the now famous (infamous?) Earl's
Run. This has become an annual event organised
by Doug & Cynthia Earl running usually from
Tamborine to Canungra, driving through
Beechmont plateau. The day was forecast for some

rain but other than the slightest drizzle it was lovely
weather – not too sunny, not too dull – just right. A
few members set their alarms really early and went
to Beaudesert first to see the Rotary Cars’n’Coffee
event, get a coffee and have a bacon and egg
burger – thanks to Mark Jackson for the idea. That
event had an eclectic mix of cars and old trucks,
with one lovely black 147 GTA. Onwards then to
Tamborine to all meet up at 10’ish for a 10:30 start.
Lots of chatting as people who hadn’t seen each
other in a while caught up, checked out each
other’s cars and received instructions (and
chocolates) from the Earls. After some magnificent
scenery the run finished for lunch at O'Reilly's
Canungra Valley Vineyards and wow – what a
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beautiful setting. The Club had reserved parking on
the lawn with our vehicles facing the homestead
and they looked amazing around the rotunda on the
green lawn backed by the vineyards. Of course, the
stunning silver 166 really added some additional
class.

December was the AROCA Qld Christmas Party –
and what a massive turn-out: 55 (or 56 depending
who you talk to) Alfisti descended on Mates
Restaurant and Bar for a grande soiree three-
course lunch. Garlic and cheese bread starters
(yumm), mains were alternate drop and were
excellent (you had me at Chicken Parmigiana),
topped off with huge desserts and espressos. We

all got to toast the festive season, try our luck with
Clare’s veritable cornucopia of raffle prizes, catch
up with other members, reminisce about the
amazing year that was, and of course discuss the
Alfas we have and the next Alfas on our wish list.

So, what’s happening next year I hear you ask?
Good question. In previous years there has been a
“year starter dinner” at an Italian restaurant – can
anyone recommend an Italian restaurant that would
suit us? Previously we’ve gone to Marinara
Restaurant in Sandgate Rd, Clayfield in February
– is there anywhere better? Any suggestions (just
email me at social@arocaqld.com), or are we
happy to stay with this choice?
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And ad-hoc get-togethers? A few years ago, so the
story goes, a number of Porsche drivers used to
meet for a coffee at Samios Foods in Turbo Drive,
Stones Corner on the first Saturday of the month.
There would be the everyday Porsches, the semi-
racing Porsches, and the very-special Porsches
that only got brought out for very-special occasions.
Word got around and various other car lovers would
come to look at the Porsches and the event
morphed into Cars & Coffee, and there is now other
Cars & Coffees, as well as Caffeine & Machine and
Caffeine & Gasoline. But I digress - the FIAT club
usually has a good turn out at the original Cars &
Coffee in Stones Corner so maybe AROCA might
make a showing one Saturday in the new year.
Starting time is pretty early – it’s quoted as a
6:30am start but I believe people start arriving
before 5am to get the better locations or group
together – luckily there are coffee machines to
compensate for the lost sleep. I’ll raise this activity
again after Christmas.

I also wanted to find if anyone is interested in an
occasional Saturday drive this year, or are Sundays
the best? I know a number of people have other
Sunday activities, so an occasional Saturday run
when there’s not so many people out driving and
lunching might be an idea.

In March I’m thinking about “un viaggio in
campagna” - a drive in the countryside. There is a
large and very well patronised Café 63 at Eatons
Hill – we could meet there for breakfast and a chin
wag, and then have a run up to Mt Glorious, around
Lake Wivenhoe, on to Ravensbourne for lunch at
somewhere like The Woods, or The Hidden Cocina
or The Curly Carrot in Crows Nest Tourist Park's

grounds. If anyone has thoughts or has been up
there and has a preference, please give me some
feedback (food, coffee quality, parking).

Speaking of coffee, has anyone been to The Coffee
Commune in Abbotsford Rd, Bowen Hills? I love a
good coffee and whilst most (all?) roasteries roast
a wide range of coffees they will usually only make
one house blend to drink on site, but the Coffee
Commune allow you to choose whichever of their
coffees they sell to be prepared whichever way you
prefer. And there’s parking! Perhaps we can agree
the best coffee venue for a Saturday morning quick
catch-up, and then throw down the gauntlet for who
can find an even better coffee for the next time. The
catch of course is that the challenger coffee shop
needs to be large enough for a small group and ...
have parking and excellent coffee.

April is Alfesta in the beautiful seaside town of Port
Macquarie on the New South Wales mid north
coast – I hope whomever from Qld is planning on
attending has booked as I believe it has been very
popular.

I look forward to your feedback and ideas, and
meeting up with you at one of our events, and …mi
piace il tuo asino (okay, that actually does mean “I
like your donkey”)
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1914 A.L.F.A. 40/60 HP
Aerodinamica by Castagna | Henry Biggs
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The very first of Alfa’s concepts was early enough that
the ‘Romeo’ hadn’t yet been added to the acronym for
Anonima Lombarda Fabbrica Automobili (or Lombard
Automobile Factory Ltd.) which would happen in 1915
after entrepreneur Nicola Romeo took control of the
company.The previous year had seen this curious auto-
mobile – perfect for the steam punk family that picnics
together – roll out of the Carrozzeria Castagna works
at the behest of Milanese Count Mario Ricotti.

An early exercise in aerodynamics, its extreme teardrop
shape hid a conventional cowl shaped bonnet, which
meant the driver sat several feet behind those impres-
sive front windows, making them quite useless in helping
to position the car.The streamlined shape did help make
the most of the 70PS the car produced from its four-
cylinder engine and it was able to reach 86mph which
sounds frankly terrifying. A full five-seater, the Count
later removed the roof for additional eccentricity.
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We can’t wait to see you next year in Port Macquarie on the mid north coast 
of New South Wales.  Famous for pristine beaches, stunning rainforests, one 
of the best year-round climates and of course koalas, you’re sure to enjoy this 
popular holiday destination with your fellow Alfisti.

Create an account on 
the Alfesta 2022 

website and register 
your interest

Select and pay for 
your accommodation 
directly with the hotel

Select your Alfesta 
activity package via 
the website and pay 
directly to the club

Visit the Alfesta 2022 website at www.alfesta2022.net
Email any questions to us at admin@alfesta2022.net

14 - 18 April 2022
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Alfesta 2022
14-18 April – Port Macquarie | Martin Leaver

Alfesta is AROCA’s national meeting, which after more
than forty years has developed into a fun four night,
three day social event format, that allows you to meet
like-minded Alfisti from across the country and to
explore attractions and roads that you may not know
well. The last time AROCA NSW hosted Alfesta was
when the Canberra Chapter invited everyone to the
Nation’s Capital in 2013, with Alfesta in Orange in 2009
being the time before that, so a return to NSW is well
overdue.

For 2022, we are inviting you to Port Macquarie, a town
of about 50,000 on the NSW Mid North Coast, and the
Hastings River area. Alfesta will be based at the Waters
Edge Boutique Hotel, which is right on the Hastings
River and less than 1 km from the Port Macquarie town
centre.As of late October we are now 80% booked, and
there will be a maximum of 110 attendees.

To book your place, take visit the Alfesta website.All Alfa
Romeos are welcome; whether you have a 101 Spider, or
a 147 diesel,Alfesta is still a great event. Over the years,
quite a few people have come even when they have been
unable to bring their Alfa. If you are thinking about it,
please book soon, as it will help the organising commit-

tee, and may mean you avoid the disappointment of
missing out on a great event. As an incentive, if you pay
for your activity package in full before 30 November, you
will go into the draw to win $450.

The event kicks off on Thursday 14 April, with registra-
tion, a gift pack for each attendee, and then meeting up
with new and old friends.The Good Friday activities are
still being finalised, but should include a cruise, with
lunch, on the Hastings River. Saturday starts with the
show ‘n’ shine in the Town Green, where you can have
your car cleaning skills tested, wander around the shops,
before exploring the Port Macquarie area with free time
in the afternoon.

On Sunday morning will be the Ray Sharp Observation
Run, a scenic drive to the west and south of Port Mac-
quarie.Along the way, there are some optional questions
to answer, as you follow the route. After lunch at the
Long Point Winery, there will again be free time in the
afternoon before the Alfesta gala dinner.

For those not taking part on the Post Alfesta Tour, Easter
Monday will time to say our goodbyes.

Day 1 Morning - Port Macquarie to Uralla
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Day 1 afternoon - Uralla to Bellingen

Day 2 Morning - Bellingen to Grafton
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Day 2 Afternoon - Grafton to Tenterfield

Day 3 Morning - Tenterfield to South Grafton
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Post Alfesta Tour
You’re coming all this way to Alfesta in Port Macquarie,
and there’s a good chance quite a bit of it will be on the
dual carriageway M1.To counterbalance that, how about
taking in some of the best driving roads in the country
with the Post-Alfesta Tour? Featuring three days criss-
crossing the Great Dividing Range, you can drive these
roads at your own pace.You don’t have to be an Alfesta
participant to join us on the tour, and you can drive as
much of the tour route as you like.

The plan is to spend the first night at Bellingen, and the
second night at Tenterfield. As Bellingen is only 90
minutes from Port Macquarie on the direct route, there
is option to spend your Easter Monday as a tourist day
and joining us for dinner, which is booked in for the

Federal Hotel, with your own
choice from the menu. The
nature of the tour is that you
can pick your own accommoda-
tion to suit your tastes, and
order what appeals off the
menu.

The tour route is to take the
Oxley Highway up to Uralla,
south of Armidale for lunch, and
then the Waterfall Way back to
Bellingen on the first day for a
drive of 400 km. The Oxley
Highway was cut by landslides
caused by heavy rain in March,
but is now open for through
traffic, although work continues,
which may slow our trip a little.
The eastern half of the Oxley
Highway is one of the more
famous driving roads in the
country. Peter Thoeming, in his
Australian Motorcycle Atlas,
reckons that this is his favourite
road in the world. After lunch
we will head east to Bellingen
on the Waterfall Way, which is a
great tourist route that heads
through several national parks
with lots of Waterfalls to look
at.And it is a fun drive. For those
who’d like a shorter drive and
more time being a tourist, an
option is to spend the night on
18 April in the Armidale area
and re-join the rest of us for
dinner on Tuesday night.

For those coming to dinner in
Bellingen on Easter Monday, on
Tuesday, we will head back up
Waterfall Way to Dorrigo and

then take the Tyringham and Armidale Roads to Grafton,
and then the Gwydir Highway across the Gibraltar
Range to get to Tenterfield for our overnight stop, and
dinner, at the Rosenhof restaurant, with a driving dis-
tance of 350 km.

The final day of the tour will take us east across the
Great Dividing Range one more time, via the Bruxner
Highway towards Casino. Queenslanders might depart
for home around Woodenbong. For those heading south,
we will continue to Coffs Harbour, which was one of the
initial location ideas for Alfesta 2022 before we settled
on Port Macquarie.The exact route for Day 3 is still to
be confirmed.The attached maps show a relatively short
route in the afternoon, which would give you some time
to explore, or if you so desire, make a start on the next
leg of your holiday drive.

Martin Leaver

Alfesta 2022 Convenor

Day 3 Afternoon- South Grafton
to Coffs Habour direct
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Membri | Karen & Darryl Green

I'm not sure if Alfisti are buying
themselves a Christmas present
by joining now but whatever the
reason its great to see so many
new members:
Edmund & Donna Gill who drive a 1973
Berlina and 2011 Brera

Terry Kirwan with his 2009 Brera

Andrew Robins who has an interesting
story as to why he likes Alfa and owns
a 2011 Giulietta

Roland & Caroline Gawecki with a 1980
Alfasud TI

and Brett Kunkel with quite a fleet of
Busso-powered FWD Alfa Romeos - a 1991
164 Q, 1992 164 QV, a 2005 147 GTA and a
2005 166
Wewould like to wish all members aMerry
Christmas and anAlfantasticNewYear.

Karen & Darryl
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Competizione | Mark Jackson

There were three more events in November to
round out the competition year, but two of
these had no AROCA competitors, and the
third was badly affected by the recent
changeable weather and was also poorly
attended.

Italian Challenge Sprint Series Round 8,
Lakeside Raceway – Due mainly to the
unsettled weather conditions, there were just
two starters for this event – Andrei Vishnevskii
and me. I was running the new Giulia but had
some electrical problems with the car so it
wouldn’t stay in “race” mode. This led to a
delayed throttle response which made the car
a bit difficult to drive. Consequently, the lap
times were a bit ordinary, just getting into the
63’s. Andrei had a trouble-free run in the 156
and won the regularity aspect of the
competition, while I managed to win the sprint.

Final Alfacomp Results -

Overall – First – Mark Jackson
Second – Jorrit Kooistra
Third – Andrei Vishnevskii

Racing –
First – Rob Robson
Second – Mark Jackson

Supersprint –
First – Mark Jackson
Second – Ken Percival
Third – Serge Oberhauser

Sprint –
First – Mark Jackson
Second – Andrei Vishnevskii
Third – Jorrit Kooistra

Regularity –
First – Andrei Vishnevskii
Second – Mark Jackson
Third – Jorrit Kooistra

Detailed results for Alfacomp are on the
“Resulti” page of the magazine or on the
website.

Next year’s competition calendar is still being
arranged but will soon be available on the
website.

After nine years as the club’s competition
convenor, I am stepping down, and I’d like to
wish Andrei Vishnevskii all the very best in his
new role.

See you at the track

Mark Jackson

For more details on any of these events
contact the AROCA Competition Secretary at
competition@arocaqld.com or 0413122839
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Eventi

Social Events

Calendar - Club Social Events

The Club offers a variety of social activities for members who enjoy hitting the open road
in their Alfas - or simply enjoy the company of other Alfisti. Activities range from
restaurant evenings to extended week-ends away in the country. Occasionally, a social
outing will coincide with the opportunity for members to display their pride and joy at a
classic car show or other display. The Club's insurance coverage for events is provided by
Motorsport Australia. Members' family, potential Club members and non-members may
attend Club events, however it is the Club's policy that they sign an Event Disclaimer and
Indemnity acknowledging that they participate at their own risk and indemnifying the Club,
Committee and Members against all or any claims, suits, actions, demands and costs from
injury or damage.

Coming Social Events

Date/Venue Details

Thu - Apr 14 - 2022
New South Wales

Alfesta 2022 - Day 0 - While Alfesta officially kicks off tomorrow, there will be
an informal get-together for attendees who arrive on Thursday afternoon or
evening. [➠➠ Alfesta 2022 Website]

Fri - Apr 15 - 2022
New South Wales

Alfesta 2022 - Day 1 - After breakfast, there will be the official Alfesta welcome
and briefing before we set out on our first day of fun. [➠➠ Alfesta 2022 Website]

Sat - Apr 16 - 2022
New South Wales

Alfesta 2022 - Day 2 - Breakfast and briefing before we throw ourselves into
Alfesta fun again. [➠➠ Alfesta 2022 Website]

Sun - Apr 17 - 2022
New South Wales

Alfesta 2022 - Day 3 - Breakfast and briefing before we begin our last full day
of Alfesta 2022. The highlight will be this evening's formal dinner and
presentations. [➠➠ Alfesta 2022 Website]

Mon - Apr 18 - 2022
New South Wales

Alfesta 2022 - Day 4 - Our final breakfast together before Alfesta 2022 officially
wraps up. [➠➠ Alfesta 2022 Website]

Sun - May 22 - 2022
Belmont Rifle Range,
Old Cleveland Road,

Belmont

2022 Macleans Bridge Car Show - Hosted by the Triumph Sports Owners
Association, this is possibly Queensland's biggest classic car event, typically
involving around 400 cars from many different marques. Entry is $15.00 per
display car which included driver and all passengers. Visitors are $10 per car,
including all passengers. Eftpos facilities for credit card payments are available
this year. Gates open for display cars at 7.30am, 9.00am for visitors, awards
ceremony will be at midday. On site caterers have been organised and there will
be three coffee vans from early morning for those of you desperate on your
caffeine fix as soon as your arrive. Food vans will also be serving breakfast rolls
from gate opening time in case you did not have time for breakfast prior to
departure. To avoid the queues at the gates, especially with the requirement to
provide contact details as part of COVID-19 precautions, we urge visitors to pre-
register and pay for entry during the weeks prior to the event. Those who pre-
register will be sent a form to display on their dash as they drive in to the range
and then proceed through the preregistered lane thus avoiding those waiting to
pay at the gate. Pre-registration also gives the organisers an idea of how many
cars are attending from specific clubs and ensure that there is sufficient parking
allocated so the club members can park together. Pre-registration forms can be
downloaded from the MacLean’s Bridge website. This year the classes for judging
the cars has changed and also note that only cars displaying a “field judging
card” on their dash will be judged for an award. Cards will be handed out in the
pack at the gate or can be downloaded from the website. Once again proceeds
from this event are going to assist Orange Sky with washing and showering
facilities for the homeless. [➠➠ Download Flyer] [➠➠ Macleans Bridge Website]

Sun - Dec 11 - 2022
TBA

2022 Christmas Party - TBA

Upcoming Events

Club Nights
Sorry, no events...

Social Events
Apr 14 - Alfesta 2022 - Day 0, New South
Wales ...

Apr 15 - Alfesta 2022 - Day 1, New South
Wales ...

Competition
Sorry, no events...

Spotlight on our Sponsors

| Site by Mad Ram | ©1998-2021 Alfa Romeo Owners Club of Australia (Queensland) Inc | Legal Notices | Contact Us | ^ Top of Page |
| AROCA - National | AROCA - New South Wales | AROCA - South Australia | AROCA - Western Australia | AROCA - Victoria |

| Powered by madCMS | Content Login | Events Login | Classifieds Login | Sponsors Login | Gallery Login | Webmail | Mail List Admin |

Our Club Calendar Competition Classifieds Photo Gallery Vehicle Register Resources
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Classificato
WANTED
Alfetta GTV 2.0 Parts
Wanted complete front grille with headlights and centre Alfa
shield. Radio console. Rear window winder knob. Front plastic
bumper both corner inserts. | $ Will pay a fair price | Contact:
Mike, 0419444775, (Expires: Feb 4)

FOR SALE
Swap GTV Seats
1994-2006 Anyone in need of a set GTV 2000 seats frames?
Front and rear still covered - should be usable. Also a rear seat
of GTV 1750 Mk1 - frame should be usable. | $Free | Contact:
Bruce, 0402917140, rigbybv@gmail.com (Expires: Jan 15)

1974 Alfa Romeo 2000 GT

Silver Coupe, Beige Interior, Manual. 4 cyl 2000 petrol. Original
Upholstery. Current owner 45 years. Excellent condition.
Mechanically perfect. | $69,999 | Contact: Robert,
0418744866, lynettecarswell@gmail.com (Expires: Mar 1)

1974 Alfa Romeo Spider Soft Top

1974 Alfa Romeo Spider Coupe. Silver, Black Soft Top (New
Black Hood) Black Interior. Original Motor, 4cyl 2.0 Lit petrol.
No oil leaks. In perfect condition. Ready to drive. | $64,999 |
Contact: Robert, 0418744866, lynettecarswell@gmail.com
(Expires: Mar 1)

Personalised Plates

Queensland Personalised Number Plates for 1978 Alfa GTV: 78-
GTV | $1,200 | Contact: Laury, 0407701385,
benvegnu@live.com.au (Expires: Feb 23)

Alfa 156 Headlights
Early model Alfa 156 headlights in good vs great condition.
Were working when removed from car. Sell or swap for later
model plastic covered lights. Can deliver to suburban Brisbane.
| $Offers | Contact: Wayne, 0418966702,
thepmequation@bigpond.com (Expires: Feb 17)

Spider Hood & Hood frame
1994-2006 Spider 916 black
electrically-operated hood and cover
in good condition, no hood lining. 2nd
hood came with car when purchased.
| $Best Offer | Contact: Graeme,
0417 633 734, bukey@tpg.com.au
(Expires: Jan 26)

For Sale Engine Valves
Full set of brand new engine Valves intended for 2.0 twinspark
petrol engine that never got used. | $150 | Contact: Chris,
0480299182, chriswyatt52@hotmail.com (Expires: Jan 6)

The Classifieds sections of the Club magazine and Club website provide the
opportunity to seek, sell or swap Alfa Romeo related items. This is a free
service to both members and non-members, provided the classified is of a non-
commercial nature.

Classifieds selling or seeking services are not accepted. Please contact the
Committee Member responsible for magazine advertising
(advertising@arocaqld.com) to place these type of notices in the Club
magazine.

To submit a new classified, visit the Club website (www.arocaqld.com), click on
the “Classifieds” menu button and select “Submit an Advert” from the
dropdown list. Complete the online form, making sure you fill in all the
mandatory fields.
Your classified can be up to 6,500 characters long and you may also upload
one digital image. The image must be in .JPG format and be less than 1Mb in
size. Please check the spelling and punctuation of your classified before
clicking on the “Submit” button.

If you experience any problems submitting your classified online, please
contact the Classifieds Editor (Phone: 0403 878 749 or email:
classifieds@arocaqld.com). A classified will remain listed for three months
unless the classified owner requests otherwise.

To request a change to an existing classified or to cancel an existing classified,
visit the Club website (www.arocaqld.com), click on the “Classifieds” menu
button and select “Change/Cancel Advert” from the drop-down list. Complete
and submit the online form. Advertisements may be edited or removed from the
magazine or website at any time by the Club.

AROCA (QLD) takes no responsibility for the contents of any advertisement nor
any statements implied or expressed by advertisers.

Under Queensland law, registered vehicles offered for sale must have a current
and valid Safety Certificate available for perusal by prospective purchasers
from the time the vehicle is offered for sale. Failure to do so may result in
prosecution by State authorities. No classifieds will be published if they include
"RWC/Safety Certificate on sale" or similar statements.
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The eight best
Alfa Romeo racing cars | Henry Biggs

Goodwood Road & Racing
We weren’t the only ones heartened to see the Alfa
Romeo name back on the Formula 1 grid a couple of
years ago, and the company has a long and storied
history in more than just single seater competition.We
take a look back at some of the legendary racing cars to
have come out of Milan.
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Alfa Romeo RL
What was then still called A.L.F.A (Anonima Lombarda
Fabbrica Automobili) had dipped its toe into competi-
tion waters before World War One with the 40/60HP
model in which a young Enzo Ferrari came second in the
1920 Targa Florio. But it was the firm’s first post-war
sports model, the RL, which established what would
become established Alfa Romeo competition cues.

Powered by a straight-six engine it was available in
Normale,Turismo and Sport guises, as well as the racing
version; the RLTF, for Targa Florio.This weighed just half
as much as the road versions, and the engine had seven
main bearings rather than four and dual carburettors.
With nearly double the horsepower of the standard
cars it proved formidable in the hands of Antonio Ascari,
Giulio Masetti, Enzo Ferrari and Ugo Sivocci.The latter
had as his symbol a green cloverleaf on a white back-
ground which, after his 1923 Targa Florio win, was
adopted as Alfa’s good luck emblem.
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Alfa Romeo P2
Building on the success of the RL was the P2, Alfa’s
second attempt at a dedicated racing car, the first of
which had been the ‘Grand Prix’ prototype based on the
40/60HP.The P2 was the first car to be designed under
the auspices of Vittorio Jano, recruited to Alfa Romeo
from Fiat by Enzo Ferrari who was by this time running
the firm's racing team.

Powered by a straight-eight with a supercharger blowing
through two carburettors the car was introduced at the
Cremorna circuit in 1924, a race which Antonio Ascari
won at an average of 98mph, following this with a
121mph victory in the speed trial.The following year the
P2 gave Alfa Romeo the first ever Automobile World
Championship title and remained competitive until the
early 1930s. Its replacement, the P3, was even more suc-
cessful in the hands of Tazio Nuvolari and Rudolf Carac-
ciola, and formed the basis of the Scuderia Ferrari
privateer racing team.
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Alfa Romeo 8C 2300
Having achieved considerable success with the straight-
eight in grands prix, it was adopted for Alfa Romeo’s
sportscars. The engine itself had a common crankcase
but two four-cylinder blocks which were cast with the
heads.This removed the risk of head gasket failure but
made valve maintenance more difficult.The fact that the
engines were stout was proven in the very first year that
the 8C debuted with Alfa Romeo winning the 1931 Le
Mans 24 hour race.And then doing it again the following
three years.

Tazio Nuvolari also took the 8C 2300 to a brace of Targa
Florio and Italian Grand Prix doubles in 1931 and 1932.
The Flying Mantuan then decidedly earned his nickname
behind the wheel of the monstrous Bimotore which
used twin-supercharged straight-eights to set a Florence
to Livorno speed record of 226mph in 1935.
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Alfa Romeo Alfetta 158
When motor racing picked up again after World War
Two, most of the cars were pre-war designs, which, as it
turned out, suited Alfa Romeo just fine. Originally devel-
oped for the voiturette formula the Alfetta 158 debuted
in 1938, taking a number of wins straight off the bat
before hostilities stopped play. Nine years later its 1.5-
litre supercharged straight-eight made it eligible for the
new ‘Formula 1 introduced for 1947.

Now with 50 per cent more horsepower than its pre-
war incarnation the 158 won eight races in its first two
seasons.Then in 1950 a new World Championship was
introduced and the 158 utterly dominated in the hands
of Giuseppe Farina and Juan Manuel Fangio. It won all 11
of the races into which it was entered, handing Fangio
his first title.The following year, updated as the 159, it
won a mere six Grands Prix, enough to give Fangio his
second title and making the Alfetta one of the most suc-
cessful racing cars ever built.
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Alfa Romeo 33 TT12
Having withdrawn as a full works team at the end of
1951 Alfa Romeo continued on and off as an engine sup-
plier. From the mid-1960s the company’s efforts were
focused on the World Sports Car Championship with
the long running and gorgeous Tipo 33 series cars.
Created largely under the auspices of Alfa Romeo’s
competition division, Autodelta, the original four-cylin-
der car failed to make an impression. A V8-powered
replacement the 33/2 was more successful; during a
Porsche dominated era it took class wins at le Mans, the
Targa Florio, Nürburgring and Monza.

Under continuous development, by 1973 the 33 series
cars had a tubular chassis and 3.0-litre flat-12 engine
developing 500 horsepower. Designated the 33 TT 12
after this engineering combination the car dominated
the 1975 season, winning seven of eight races and taking
the World Championship for Makes. Its successor for
1977 the 33 SC 12 did one better, winning every single
race and the championship. A version of this car, the
SC12 Turbo, was one of the first to introduce separate
turbocharging for each bank of cylinders.
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Alfa Romeo GTA
The Alfa Romeo Giulia GTV is undoubtedly one of the
prettiest cars ever built and its delicate Bertone body-
work clothed some killer engineering which allowed it
to morph into the mighty GTA and GTAm. Developed
by Autodelta the ‘A’ stood for ‘Alleggerita’ of ‘light-
weight’ as it was clothed in aluminium panels, plastic side
windows and wore magnesium alloy wheels. Its all-alloy
Nord twin-cam inline-four gained an extra spark plug
per cylinder, bigger carbs and more magnesium parts
and in race form produced 170 horsepower from 1.6-
litres.

In its first season the GTA won what was then called the
European Touring Car Challenge (ETCC) for Alfa
Romeo and Andrea de Adamich in 1966, with the pairing
proving successful again the following year. In 1969 the
honours went to Spartaco Dini before the GTA was
replaced with the GTAm with a larger 2.0-litre engine.
There are two competing explanations for the ‘Am’
name; either Alesaggio Maggiorato for ‘increased bore’
or Alleggerita Modificata meaning ‘lightened modified’.
Regardless the car picked up two more ETCC titles in
1970 and 1971 and a win at the 24 hours of Francor-
champs among hundreds of race wins.
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Alfa Romeo GTV6
The GTA was a hard act to follow and the car which
took up the challenge also carried the name ‘Alfetta’,
doubling the weight of expectations. Autodelta proved
up to the task however, basing its competition cars on
the GTV coupe, initially using the same 2.0-litre engines
developed for the GTAm.The car’s first iteration was as
a rally car, winning the 1975 Elba and Costa Brava rallies
outright and the Group 2 category in the World Rally
Championship’s Corsica round. Seeking more power, at
the end of the season Autodelta introduced a GTV with
a 3.0-litre V8 engine derived from the Montreal, but the
car was dropped after the plan to build 400 for homolo-

gation proved unfeasible. Around 20 were built for a
German importer however.

Instead Autodelta went back to the track and the GTV
with its well-balanced rear-wheel-drive chassis and race-
derived inboard rear brakes took the division one and
division two titles in the ETCC for 1976.The following
year it was the division one and division three titles
being taken back to Milan. After a brief hiatus the car
resumed its winning ways in 1982, winning four back-to-
back ETCC titles up to 1985, the year before it ceased
production. Closer to home Andy Rouse used a GTV6
to win the British Touring Car Championship (BTCC) in
1983.
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Ciao!Next issue: January 2022

Alfa Romeo 155
We all remember this one don’t we? Gabriele Tarquini,
somehow squeezing through on the inside of a corner
and often on two wheels on his way to take the 1994
British Touring Car Championship. The 2.0-litre 155 TS
still used the same twin spark technology that Alfa
Romeo had devised before WW1 and as well as the
BTCC it took victory in the Italian Superturismo Cham-
pionship with Nicola Larini and the Spanish Touring Car
Championship with Adrian Campos.

It was the 155 V6 TI which took the top honours
however. This used a 2.5-litre version of the legendary
Busso V6 producing well over 400 horsepower at
11,500rpm directed to all four wheels. With it Nicola
Larini dominated the German DTM series, winning 11 of
the 22 races in the 1993 season. Another 11 wins fol-
lowed in 1994 but a more organised German opposition
prevent Alfa from lifting the cup. Competitive until 1996
the 155 V6 TI still holds the record for the most DTM
wins with 38 victories plus three non-championship
races.

Members' Meeting image courtesy of Motorsport Images.
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