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Editoriale

| Mark Buchanan

ecently my wife got a BMW 320i as her new work
car. Boo hiss I hear from behind the pages! To be
honest, we have owned and enjoyed quite a few
BMW’s over the years, and it is a nice machine. For those
that have not driven one, typically just under the speedo
is a fuel consumption taco. It’s
quite a clever little piece of kit.
Most models have a gauge style
with a needle that frantically runs
back and forth attempting to tell
you at any given time how many
litres per 100 kilometres is being
slurped away at the time. It’s more
amusing to me than functional, as I
enjoy burying the accelerator and watching it bounce on
the 20 mark (the highest number on the gauge).

R

guessing how much fuel you would have left with your
foot down, and when easing off, telling you how much
fuel you have gained driving nicely.
He was impressed at first, but due to the smile on my
face realised pretty quickly I was
having a lend! Interestingly it’s a
quirk (or feature) that I have in all
of my Alfa’s. A quite worrying one
when I am hovering down around
empty, but quite satisfying when
I’m technically half full. It’s another
reason why we just love our Alfa’s,
for better or worse they have features that other cars just don’t have, and always seem to
put a smile on our face.

He was impressed at first,
but due to the smile on my
face realised pretty quickly I
was having a lend!

It reminds me of many years ago when a good friend of
mine with Italian heritage took my Alfa 156 for a drive.
He loved it! However he was curious as to why when he
put his foot down the fuel gauge would rapidly race
towards empty. And when idle at a set of lights it would
gradually crawl back up,“bonus fuel” a term I often think
to myself when observing this phenomenon.
It was one of those situations that I could not ignore.
Tongue in cheek I explained its a feature that only Alfa
Romeos have, called a variable fuel gauge! I could not let
it rest there, I continued to explain how the Alfa is pre
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PEAK CROSSING
Sunday 30th August 2020
A DAY IN THE COUNTRY

Members of the Alfa RomeoOwners Club of
Australiaare invited to an "Invitation Only"
Charity Day on Sunday 30th August 2020at
Peak Crossing from 10am onwards hosted by
the JaguarDrivers Club of Qld.
Neil and JennySummerson will again
generously open their property for this event
with all funds raised going to The Rotary Club
of Fassifern Valley.
This is a unique opportunity for invited car
clubs to mix with other like minded car
enthusiasts,without general public, to view a
diverse range of vintage, classic and
inspirational carswhilst supporting a great
charity.
The Rotary Club food van will be serving
refreshments and a bbq lunch at reasonable
prices. Your support of their efforts is greatly
appreciated.

Please RSVP before 31st July 2020 to:
Contact:
Email:

Tony Nelson/Rob Ingram
midweekdrives@arocaqld.com

In your acceptancepleaseadvise the vehicle you
will attend in, year of manufacture,colour and
number of attendees.
Once registered, expect an email reply from your
marque coordinator around mid August giving
address and timings etc.
Entry is restricted to 200cars on a first come
basis. An early reply ensuresyou don't miss out
on this great event and we look forward to your
acceptance as soon as possible.
Please help us keep this event exclusive by
not disclosing date or details.

A coffee van will also be available.
Entry fee at the gate will be a donation of $25
per car.

Per Sempre
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Presidente

| John Anderson

Annndddd... we're back!
hope everyone had a great break over the
Christmas/New Year period and got home
safely. Life is for living, right?

importantly PIZZA! So if you've been a member for
a bit, but haven't been to anything as yet, come along
to something, and see what the club is all about.

Welcome to 2020! When I was a boy, there was a
short-lived cartoon series called "Sealab 2020", and I
remember that the year seemed so far away back in
the 70s. I wondered what the future would be like,
and now we know.

Finally, we have a new National Coordinator for the
club! Victor Lee has been doing it for 13 years and
defined the role. But 13 years is an amazing contribution to all the AROCA clubs around the country, so
many thanks to Victor for all your efforts.The various
state clubs went through a process to select the new
National Coordinator, and the winner was our very
own Peter Mathews! Congratulations to Peter, and
we look forward to your contribution as National
Coordinator to our club and the other clubs over
the next few years.

I

Similarly, we've been waiting six years for a Queensland-hosted Alfesta, and now it's just a couple of
months away! I'm getting really excited about it.
Bookings have closed, but if you haven't booked and
want to come to the Show and Shine, or even the
Gala dinner (both on Easter Sunday), contact us via
the Alfesta 2020 website and arrange your day trip.
All members are invited to display their cars at the
Show and Shine, even if they otherwise aren't Alfesta
participants. So if you fancy a drive up the range that
day to show off your ride, also let us know via the
Alfesta 2020 website. It's on the field behind the
Cobb and Co museum (the old showground), and
cars must be in place for judging by 10 am. The Fiat
Club are also joining us, so be early! There's also a
buffet lunch put on by the museum's Cafe available
for $25 per head (I think - I reserve the right to be
corrected) if you want to join us for that. There's a
prize for the best Alfa, so you've got to be in it to win
it! But aside from all that, I'm looking forward to this
Alfesta being one of the best yet. Can't wait!
I would also like to give a special mention to Peter
Mathews, who has secured all the sponsorship for
Alfesta.Well done, Peter! The sponsor's page on the
Alfesta 2020 website lists them all. I encourage
members to go there and choose at least one to
support with your patronage, given that these companies have supported your club. They're all great
companies, and I'm sure that if you're an Alfa owner
in Queensland, you already have had the experience
of some, at least. So you know they're good already.
And if you can, thank them for that support, so that
they're encouraged to do so again next time around.
Alfesta will dominate the next couple of months, but
that doesn't mean we've forgotten the rest of the
year.With Peter taking over the Social side, there will
be a new approach with the sort of runs we're going
on. There'll still be one run a month or so, so you
should be able to find something to attend. I'm
looking forward to seeing what Peter comes up with.
Mark is still looking after the Competition side,
which will have races, supersprints, sprints and Regularity at Lakeside (no races),Willowbank, and Morgan
Park (supersprints only). Sprints and Regularity are
designed for your road car, so if you ever want to
drive on the track, go along and try it out! And with
our new Club Night coordinator, Clare Cappa, we'll
have interesting speakers at Club Nights, and more
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“Similarly, we've been
waiting six years for a
Queensland-hosted
Alfesta, and now it's just a
couple of months away”
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Alfesta

2020

TOOWOOMBA

Bookings for In-House
Attendees are now CLOSED.
Contacts us if you want to be
put on the waiting list just in
case there is a cancellation.
You can, however, still book
selected events as a Day Visitor

See you this year!
... in Queensland
9th - 13th April 2020
In 2020, Alfesta will be held in
and around Toowoomba,
Queensland’s largest inland city,
perched atop the western slopes
of the Great Dividing Range. It’s
perfect Alfa territory, so join us as
we explore the best this region
has to offer.
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Alfa Romeo Owners Club of Australia – Alfesta 2020

Show ‘n Shine Car Display
Sunday 12 April 2020 – 10:00am to 2:00pm
The Alfesta 2020 Show ‘n Shine is being held on the oval of the Toowoomba TAFE, directly behind
the Cobb and Co Museum, Lindsay Street, Toowoomba. As well as Alfesta attendees, all financial
members of the Alfa Romeo Owners Club of Australia and the Fiat Car Club of Queensland are
invited to display their vehicles. There is no cost to display your vehicle.

How to Get There
The TAFE oval is a 5-minute drive from the our Alfesta accommodation at the Burke and Wills
Hotel. From the hotel car park, head up Herries Street and turn left into Lindsay Street.
If travelling from Brisbane, head up the Warrego Highway (A2) and the Toowoomba Connection
Road (A21). Turn right into Tourist Road when you get to the top of the range, then left into
Margaret Street and finally right into Lindsay Street.
Displaycarsshouldplan to arrive at the displayarea at 10:00am sharp. Judgingwill commence
at 10:30am with winners announcedat 2:00pm. All carsmustexit the displayarea by 3:00pm.

Show‘n ShineLocation
27 LindsaySt,Toowoomba

Alfesta 2020
Accommodation

BRISBANE

Alfesta Contacts: John: 0416 171 773 | Keith: 0403 878 749 | Colin: 0404 043 254 | email: alfesta2020@arocaqld.com
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Alfa Romeo Owners Club of Australia – Alfesta 2020

Show ‘n Shine Car Display
Sunday 12 April 2020 – 10:00am to 2:00pm
Upon Arrival
Entry to the display area will be via the Cobb and Co car park entry in Lindsay Street. The Show n
Shine will be held on the TAFE College oval directly behind the museum.
There will be Display Marshalls in high-visibility vests on hand to direct you to you display spot.
Display cars will be arranged on the asphalt ring road around the oval. Please follow all directions
of the Marshalls. Drive in counter-clockwise direction only. Drive slowly and keep a lookout for
pedestrians. Please do not drive on the grass unless specifically directed by a Marshall.
Onceyou have parked your car, ensurethat your Show‘n ShineScoresheet it displayed
prominently onyourwindscreen.If noscoresheetisondisplay, the judgeswill passbyyourcar
withoutjudging.if you are not remaining by your car, please ensure that it is secure and no
valuables are on display.

Entry/Exit via
Lindsay Street
Wait here for Display
Marshall’s directions

Lunch Courtyard for
Alfesta a�endees and
pre-paid Day Visitors
Marquees

Display Area

Exit only via
Campbell Street

Queen’s Park

Alfesta Contacts: John: 0416 171 773 | Keith: 0403 878 749 | Colin: 0404 043 254 | email: alfesta2020@arocaqld.com
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Alfa Romeo Owners Club of Australia – Alfesta 2020

Show ‘n Shine Car Display
Sunday 12 April 2020 – 10:00am to 2:00pm
Spectator Parking
If you are not displaying your car in the Show ‘n Shine, limited parking is available in Lindsay Street
and Campbell Street.
As it is the Easter weekend, be aware that there will potentially be many people visiting Queens
Park and the Cobb and Co Museum.

Catering and Facilities
No catering has been arranged for general spectators at the Show ‘n Shine. The Cobb and Co
Museum has a public cafeteria and there are also cafes across Queens Park in Margaret Street. Of
course, you may also wish to bring a picnic lunch to enjoy in Queens Park.
For in-house Alfesta attendees and Displayattendeeswhohavepre-paid,a buffet
lunch of cold
meats and salads (including tea, coffee and juice) will be provided in the private courtyard of the
Cobb and Co Museum from noon. Please show your Alfesta 2020 or Show ‘n Shine identifica�on to
access the courtyard. Note you will not be able to book or pay for lunch at the Show ‘n Shine – you
must book and pay in advance.
Visit the Alfesta 2020 website for details on how to book and pre-pay for the lunch:
www.arocaqld.com/alfesta2020/pageDisplay.php?module=page&id=20
Toilets are located in Queens Park and the Cobb and Co Museum.

During the Display
You are welcome to stay with your vehicles during the display or wander off and enjoy yourself. If
you are leaving your vehicle unattended, please ensure all your valuables are secure.
For in-house Alfesta attendees and display attendees who have pre-paid for lunch, the Cobb and
Co Museum is offering concessional entry into their collection. To receive this concession, you
must show your official Alfesta identification.

Judging and Trophies
Judging will commence at 10:30am, with the results and winners announced at 2:00pm.
Trophies and prizes, courtesy of our generous Alfesta sponsors, will be awarded in three Show ‘n
Shine categories.
1. Best Alfa Romeo
2. Best Fiat
3. People’s Choice (Selected by popular vote - all Alfa or Fiat display vehicles are eligible)
Judging will be a semi-formal process with only the externally visible aspects of the cars judged.
Show ‘n Shine Judges will be using a standardised score sheet. Vehicles will not be expected to
have their engine compartment or boot space open or accessible for judging. Bonus points will be
awarded for the vehicles of in-house Alfesta attendees depending on the distance they have
travelled to get to the event.

Important:For your vehicle to be judged ensure that the score sheet you are given is
placed on your windscreen under a wiper. No score sheet displayed indicates you don’t
want your car considered by the Show ‘n Shine judges.
Alfesta Contacts: John: 0416 171 773 | Keith: 0403 878 749 | Colin: 0404 043 254 | email: alfesta2020@arocaqld.com
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Alfa Romeo Owners Club of Australia – Alfesta 2020

Show ‘n Shine Car Display
Sunday 12 April 2020 – 10:00am to 2:00pm
People’s Choice Voting
Ballot forms will be handed out on the day for “People’s Choice” voting. All Alfa or Fiat vehicles on
display will be eligible for receiving a People’s Choice vote and anyone can vote.
The Show ‘n Shine will be promoted as a public event, so there will be a mixed group of
spectators. Display car owners are free to promote the virtues and features of their car in an
a�empt to woo prospective voters – it is not unheard of to resort to offering small inducements
such as lollies to gain a vote!
The winner of this category will be the display car with the greatest number of ballots tallied by
the Alfesta Officials at 1:45pm.

Removal of Vehicles
All display vehicles are to have exited the display area by 3pm. Alfesta Officials will be on hand to
ensure that the departure of vehicles is orderly and safe.
If you must leave before this �me, please contact an Alfesta Official so you can be guided safely
out of the area.
Again, drive slowly when you are leaving and look out for pedestrians.

Important Summary Information
• All financial members of the Alfa Romeo Owners Club of Australia and the Fiat Car Club of
Queensland are invited to display their vehicles Alfesta 2020 Show ‘n Shine. There is no
cost to display your vehicle.
• To have your vehicle considered by the Show ‘n Shine Judges, you must have a Show ‘n
Shine Score Sheet displayed on your car. No score sheet, no judging.
• To ensure the Alfesta organisers can pre-plan as much as possible and thus make it an
enjoyable day for everyone, if you are not an In-House Alfesta a�endee and intend to
display your car, please register as an Alfesta “Day Visitor” via the Alfesta 2020 Website:
https://www.arocaqld.com/alfesta2020
• If you wish to partake of the lunch in the Cobb and Co private courtyard, you must register
and pre-pay for your lunch. You will not be able to purchase this on the day.
• If you have any ques�on, please don’t hesitate to contact the Alfesta 2020 organisers:
alfesta2020@arocaqld.com

Alfesta Contacts: John: 0416 171 773 | Keith: 0403 878 749 | Colin: 0404 043 254 | email: alfesta2020@arocaqld.com
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Membership Report December, 2019
We have had 2 new members join us over the Christmas/New Year, plus a returning member who had too many things
going on to focus on his beloved Alfa. So welcome and welcome back.
Thank heaven and curses for the rain. I am extremely grateful that it has finally come especially to the areas west of
the Range. Curses because I had to mow the lawn and do the hedges twice this week. This probably makes up for the
lack of need to mow for the previous 6 months.
On the GTV front, I am going up to Toowoomba this coming week to fit an Alfaholics handling kit. Basically it is a bigger
sway bar and different springs.
Our current membership now stands at 237.

Welcome to new Members this month:
Brian and Carline Neil with their Blue 2004 3.2L
Russell and Karen Neuendorf with their Red 1976 Alfetta GT

Per Sempre
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Sociale

| Peter Mathews

Dear fellow Alfisiti

There is a set menu of four choices which are as follows:

Happy New Year to all – we are already one twelfth of
the way through!

1. Crispy chicken burger, lettuce, coleslaw, house mayonnaise, brioche bun, beer battered chips: $18.

We had a great catch up at Marinara Clayfield with 38
attendees – wonderful to catch up with everyone. It is
great to see members enjoying the social side of the Club
– I am always open to new suggestions with restaurants
– it is always a challenge finding one that can cope with
up to 40 people, provide a high quality sufficiently sized
meal at a reasonable price, and which provides good
service and does not overbook with other guests. Let
me know your favourite restaurants that might fit the bill
and we can slot them into the diary.

2. Confit Pork Belly Salad – Crispy pan seared pork
belly, Asian style salad, soy, garlic and apple dressing.
(Gf) $25.

I have filled in most of the year’s events, with quite a few
TBAs at this stage for the runs and events – but we will
populate those as we firm up during the year. I believe it
is important to hold some open so that we can capture
new ideas that you as members suggest! Also check out
the full calendar on our website as there are many other
events that are not official AROCA events that you may
wish to attend. This will be more populated over the
next few weeks.
Ravensbourne Run: Our first official run for the year is
the Ravensbourne run on Sunday 23 February. We will
meet at 9.30am at the Samford Post Office car park, 39
Main Street Samford, for a 10.00am departure. We will
head up over Mt Glorious down and around Wivenhoe
Dam with a short 'pit-stop' at Heap Street Esk, and then
up the Esk Hampton Road to the Woods Restaurant at
Lot 1 3134 Esk Hampton Road, Ravensbourne.
14
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3. Beer Battered Flathead, Chef's salad, lemon dressing,
house tartare, beer battered chips $25.
4. Curry of the day with Basmati rice and side salad (v)
$25.
The aim is to pre-order so that we can arrive and have
our meal within a reasonable time. Drinks and coffee will
be to own account. Please advise your choice from the
menu above and RSVP to social@arocaqld.com as soon
as possible but no later than Tuesday 18 February 2020,
as we have limited places. As at the time of writing this
article we have 28 confirmed attendees so book fast.
Sunshine Beach Run:The next run on 22 March is to the
Sunshine Beach Surf Life Saving Club, Duke Street, Sunshine Beach. Laurie and Mary-Alice Jones are helping
with this one. We will meet at BP Bruce Highway just
south of Caboolture at 9.30am for a 10.00am start and
head up the Bruce Highway peeling off at Steve Irwin
Way. We then turn off at Beerwah to Peachester and
then up Bald Knob Road to the Maleny Montville Road,
then down the fun and windy Palmwoods Montville Road
all the way to the David Lowe Way and the newly refurbished Sunshine Beach Surf Life Saving Club for lunch.

RSVP to social@arocaqld.com no later than Wednesday
17 March 2020. There will be more details by e-mail
closer to the date, so diarise it now!
Alfesta: April will be dedicated to Alfesta which is on
over Easter from 9-13 April. We are now fully booked
and paid up which is wonderful news. The Alfesta Committee has some wonderful events planned. We are all
looking forward to enjoying the delights of Toowoomba
and its environs and catching up with all our friends from
interstate.
Alfesta day trips: while the bookings for those staying
in-house have closed, there are plenty of opportunities
for day-trippers. There is the Show ‘n Shine on Sunday
12 April from 10.00am and the Gala Dinner on Sunday
evening 12 April from 6.00pm.
Show ‘n Shine: All financial members of AROCA and
the Fiat Car Club of Queensland are invited to attend
the Show n Shine Display on Sunday.The location for the
display is the TAFE sports ground, directly behind the
Cobb and Co Museum, Lindsay St,Toowoomba.There is
no cost to display.
There will be trophies for the Best Alfa, Best Fiat and
Peoples’ Choice, so polish up your pride and joy and join
us for the day.

Note: If you wish to partake of the Alfesta private lunch as a
Day Visitor you must make an Alfesta Day Visitor booking
through this website and pay in advance.You will then receive
a voucher on the day - no voucher, no lunch! You will not be
able to purchase a voucher on the day.You can also purchase
food and drinks in the Cobb and Co public cafe or one of the
nearby cafes.
Gala Dinner: The highlight of Alfesta 2020 is the Gala
Dinner on Sunday night. The dinner is included in the
Alfesta Activity Package, but other AROCA members
may also purchase a ticket to attend. Apart from the
great food and company, there will be a band to entertain, lucky-door prizes, presentation of Alfesta trophies
and a glimpse of what Alfesta 2021 will offer. Day Visitors
may purchase a ticket to the Gala Dinner for $65per
person.
Note: if you wish to attend the Gala Dinner as a Day Visitor,
you must make an Alfesta Day Visitor booking through this
website and pay in advance.You will then receive a ticket to
the Gala Dinner. No ticket, no entry. Tickets for the Gala
Dinner will not be able to be purchased on the day.
Make sure you e-mail me with your ideas for the rest of
the year social activities and please if you would like to
lead a run, I would love to hear from you. I look forward
to hearing from you or meet with you at one of our
many events.

After you have checked out all the cars on display, you
can take a stroll through nearby Queens Park, or visit the
Cobb and Co Museum.
Lunch for Alfesta In-House Delegates has been arranged
in the Cobb and Co Museum private courtyard. Day Visitors may also join the Alfesta In-House Delegates by
pre-purchasing a lunch voucher.The cost for the lunch is
$25 per person.
Per Sempre
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Notizia

FCA AUSTRALIA ANNOUNCES
NEW SALES OPERATIONS & MARKETING
COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTORS
31 January 2020, Melbourne – FCA Australia is pleased
to announce the appointment of two new Directors to
its senior leadership team – Tom Noble as Director of
Marketing Communications and Andrei Zaitzev as
Director of Sales Operations, both reporting to FCA
Australia’s Managing Director, Kevin Flynn.
Tom has worked with some of the world’s most iconic
brands including BMW, MINI,Audi, Nike,Adidas and the
AFL here in Australia. Over his extensive career, Tom
has worked in the automotive and creative industries
across North America, Europe and Australia.
Tom led the Sales, Marketing and Product Planning
functions for the BMW Group in Australia for almost
ten years and most recently was the business lead for
Audi at Venables Bell and Partners in San Francisco.
With an automotive career spanning almost 20 years,
Andrei joins FCA Australia from Zagame Automotive
Group where he led the Ferrari and Maserati brands.
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Andrei brings in-depth knowledge and understands the
retail and dealer environments, spending most of his
career in wholesale and retail operations roles working
at Inchape,Ateco and Caterpillar.
Mr Flynn said Tom and Andrei are joining at a pivotal
time for FCA in Australia.
“We have a huge opportunity here in Australia and my
priority is to have the best talent in place to ensure we
can successfully execute our turnaround plan,” said
Kevin Flynn, FCA Australia Managing Director.
“Marketing Communications and Sales Operations will
play a critical role in executing our robust business plan.
I am confident with Tom and Andrei’s experience they
will lead their respective teams and help us achieve our
goals.”
Both commenced with FCA Australia yesterday.

It's either a tiny crossover
or a sporty grand tourer.

By: Chris Bruce
Source: Motori Online via
Autoblog

Alfa Romeo will unveil a new model on June 24, according to Italy's Motori Online. The vehicle's identity
remains a mystery at this point.

watts), 130 hp (97 kW), and 155 hp (116 kW) outputs.
There's also a 1.5-liter diesel making 100 hp or 130 hp.
In addition, there's a fully electric version producing 136
hp (101 kW) and a 193-mile (312-kilometer) range.

Motori Online speculates the model is either a B-segment crossover (speculatively rendered above) riding on
a PSA-sourced platform or a sporty grand tourer. Judging
by Alfa's product plan (below), the crossover seems far
more likely to be the new entry in the lineup. The
roadmap indicates a vehicle fitting this description is on
the way for 2022.There's no mention at all of a new performance-oriented product joining the range.

As further evidence that Alfa is unlikely to introduce a
sporty model, the company recently dropped plans to
introduce new iterations of the 8C and GTV. The
automaker said the decision came from a desire to
"focus on current market strengths with reduced global
reach and overlap with other [FCA] Group brands."

The new crossover would sit below the Stelvio and
forthcoming Tonale. If the report is correct that it uses a
PSA platform, then it might share underpinnings with the
new Peugeot 2008.The French vehicle is available with a
1.2-liter three-cylinder with 100 horsepower (75 kilo-

It's not clear whether Alfa Romeo would sell this crossover in the United States.The brand needs as much help
in America as possible, though. In 2019, the marque delivered just 18,292 vehicles in the country, and even that
meager figure was down 23 percent from 2018.
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Alfa Romeo Giulia GTA With
620 Horsepower Could Debut In June

The plot thickens.
[UPDATE] Contacted by Motor1.com, Alfa Romeo's
Italian and French divisions have both denied the report,
adding there are no such plans to introduce a more powerful Giulia in June.
It was only yesterday when we reported about Alfa
Romeo’s plan to introduce a new model in June as a way
to mark the company’s 110th anniversary. The article
originally published by Italy’s Motori Online talked about
the possibility of a small crossover to slot below the
forthcoming Tonale and the Stelvio. However, we’re now
hearing the big reveal scheduled for June could have
something to do with the Giulia – namely a hotter
version.
Indeed, Alfa Romeo is apparently looking to revive the
Gran Turismo Alleggerita for a Giulia GTA positioned
above the Quadrifoglio. Rather than becoming a permanent member of the lineup, this new derivative is
expected to be a low-volume production model for the
European market. People within FCA familiar with the
matter have told Mopar Insiders they’re not sure
whether the new flagship sedan will be sold in North
America.
The report claims power will increase from the 505 hp
you get in the standard Giulia Quadrifoglio to a healthy
620 hp.Torque numbers are not mentioned in the article,
but we’re expecting a significant boost from the 443
pound-feet (600 Newton-meters) produced by the
Ferrari-derived twin-turbo 2.9-liter V6 in the Q model.
18
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Bad news for fans of the stick shift as the Giulia GTA will
allegedly be available exclusively with an eight-speed ZF
automatic transmission. It’s unclear whether it will be
rear- or all-wheel drive, but the report does say the car
will shed some weight to live up to its Alleggerita
(meaning “lightened") moniker. It’s apparently going to be
20 kilograms (44 pounds) lighter than a Giulia Quadrifoglio equipped with the manual transmission.
If the report turns out to be the real deal, we’re going to
see the Giulia GTA on June 24 during a special event
organized in Milan to mark the company's milestone. A
meaner version of the sports sedan would represent the
silver lining for enthusiasts in the aftermath of Alfa
Romeo’s decision to cancel the revival of two other
iconic nameplates – GTV and 8C.

By: By: Adrian Padeanu
Source: Mopar Insiders

Raikkonen took time out from his busy
schedule driving Alfa Romeo's Formula One
cars to sample one of its road cars.

Kimi Raikkonen is currently driving for Alfa Romeo in
Formula One, and it appears part of the role requires the
2007 world champion to star in the Italian automaker's
advertising.

Raikkonen also hasn't been finishing races anywhere near
the podium lately. He ended last season at 12th and his
performance in 2020 isn't expected to improve greatly,
though that has more to do with his car than his talent.

Motor1 has discovered a television spot for Alfa
Romeo's home market in which Raikkonen has swapped
his race car for a Stelvio SUV. He's on his way to a hotel
to meet someone but ends up late because he wanted to
enjoy a quick drive around some of the famous points of
the Monaco Grand Prix's street circuit. He explains that
it's his first time in Monaco and then cracks a smile,
which is very rare for the Finn.

Alfa Romeo has given the Stelvio and the related Giulia
sedan a refresh for 2020. Both vehicles retain their handsome styling but the interiors have been updated, with
the instrument cluster and infotainment hub receiving
bigger digital screens. Some of the physical controls and
materials have also been updated.
https://youtu.be/IkZ3yPDiiTw

It's unclear if the ad will be shown in the United States
but given F1's lack of familiarity here it's probably unlikely.

Club Night - Wednesday 12th February
This month's guest is Richard Anderson. Richard is a
life member of AROCA QLD, and has run Avanti, a
very successful Alfa Romeo restoration, repair and
spare parts business for many decades.

6.30pm. The Club will provide pizzas, soft drinks, tea
and coffee from around 7.00pm and we aim to start
the meeting by 7.30pm.

Richard is a true Alfista and a keen competitor, having
campaigned with various Alfa Romeos in both international (20 different countries) and national rallies. Cars
rallied include a Montreal, Giulia Super,Alfetta GT and
Alfa Romeo 75 3ltr V6.
Richard has some wonderful stories to tell and he will
be interviewed by Peter Mathews on the night.
Club Nights are held in Shannons' Club Rooms at 305
Montague Road, West End. Please assemble from
Per Sempre
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Thank You,
Travel Photos and a Health Warning

irstly, can I thank this club’s committee for awarding
myself in 2019 The Services to the Club Award? I
am humbled, when I look at the great names previously on this award and also on the Alfisti Spirit awarded
to me in 2013. I joined this great club in April 2003 after
Peter Mathews agreed to sell me “Bob” who is still in my
care. It wasn’t until May 2012 that I proposed to the
then club President Mark Jackson that I create Mid Week
Drives for the enjoyment of members, who had some
time for a drive and breakfast in the middle of the week.
As you can see, I was a wallflower in this club for 9 years,
except for contributions to this magazine.

F

I am a classic example of if you have an idea on how you
might like to contribute to this club, no matter how
short or long you have been a member, please share it
with the committee.
I will never invite you to our place to look at our travel
photos, with just over 5,000 photos taken from our
recent two months away, arriving home on Christmas
Eve.
Our last adventure which included land touring from
Rome, southern Italy and the first time to Sicily and
Malta, then back to Venice to join Pacific Princess, cruising east and western Mediterranean and after leaving the
Canary Islands, a trans-Atlantic crossing to Fort Lauderdale USA.
This is the smallest ship in the Princess fleet. Maximum
of 670 passengers and 350 staff to look after us. Would
highly recommend and if you want to experience it, this
ship is visiting Australia in 2020 as part of its world
20
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cruise. There is a passenger who just lives on board and
has over 2600 cruising days under his belt!
However, I am including just a few photos, most of them
include Alfa Romeos, photos in a furniture shop, check
out the chairs! Also amazing art in Venice. A wedding
car in Palermo Sicily, a place you would not have visited
20 years ago as Mafia controlled, which I have also shared
with the Fiat Club.
Long-time members may remember that I have had two
health scares later in my life, prostate and pre-cancerous
cells found in a colonoscopy, which if left unchecked
would have created bowel cancer. Both could have been
terminal and with the care of our family doctor monitoring me especially after 50 years of age, I am still here to
enjoy times with our family and friends and enjoy activities with club members.
While away, I was told of a friend of very good friends of
ours. He is a very successful business man, has represented Australia at his chosen sport and lives in a very
large home overlooking Brisbane city. Being a man’s
man, he did not bother with doctors, except for recently
having two knees replaced.
Now, with more money than he could possibly spend, he
is having weekly chemo to try to prolong his life.
Lady and Gentleman members, I wrote many years ago
in this magazine about visiting your GP and arranging a
colonoscopy and also for the men to have a blood test
to see if they were developing prostate cancer.

I am including just a few photos,
most of them include Alfa
Romeo photos in a furniture
shop, check out the chairs!
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Ladies, you also have items that should be on your GP to
do list, but we all know you are more responsible.
I went to a funeral last year of a Jaguar Club member
who also kept away from doctors and died far too young
from Prostate cancer.
Your New Year’s resolution should be to visit your GP.
If you have your health, you have your wealth.
By the time you read this, we will be floating around on
the Indian Ocean. I don’t think too many Alfa Romeo
photos will be shared.

Please remember, it is never too early to register for our
annual multi marque charity event on Sunday 30th
August supported by club members Neil and Jenny Summerson. Club member Rob Ingram has kindly volunteered to reply to registrations while we are out of the
country. We thank our club’s committee who have
donated two $50 raffle prizes to our multi prize raffle.
They have donated every year we have asked to support
this event. As I write to you, we already have 19 raffle
prizes of a value of $50 each donated by attending car
clubs, ensuring that all the money we make on the day
goes to our selected charity and attending members
know each raffle prize is worth winning.
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Bringing an Autodelta GTA
Back to Life

| By Colin Wilson-Brown

have been lucky enough to own some great sporting
cars and, over the years, Alfa Romeo has been my
favourite: I have owned six. I love the history of the
marque and the great shape of the exotically named
Giulietta and Giulia of the 1960s.Twenty-five years ago I
decided to take up motor racing in a 1970 Alfa 1750 GTV.
I had this car totally rebuilt by Tim Doyle of Zoo
Autocraft, and Mick Mitchell of Corse Automotive Services, both of whom became lifelong friends. Since then I
have competed with it in over 400 races and three
tarmac rallies.

I

In 2014, I decided to undertake another restoration, and
I wanted this one to be a rare car with some history that
I could bring back to life. Indulging my affection for 105
series Alfas seemed a good idea. Restoring a GTA would
be a dream come true, and I knew the best guys in Aus24
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tralia to help me with this:Tim Doyle, Mick Mitchell and
Vin Sharp of Pace Engineering. I wanted it to be a track
car as I didn’t fancy the cost of insurance on Sydney
roads.
The 105 series Giulia coupe was designed as a road car
in 1964. Under the direction of the legendary Carlo
Chiti, Autodelta (the racing division of Alfa) developed a
car for competition that closely resembled the roadgoing
model.
These cars were named GTA, the ‘A’ standing for ‘alleggerita’, Italian for ‘lightened’.The GTA was produced first
in 1965 as a 1600 Sprint (1570 cc), and then in 1968 as a
1300 Junior (1290cc) version. GTAs were manufactured
in either street (Stradale) or pure race (Corsa) trim. One
thousand had to be built for homologation and approxi-

mately 500 Sprints, and 450 Juniors were built, of which
less than half were corsa spec. All cars were built in the
Alfa Romeo factory at Arese and, for a considerable
price premium, clients could have their car race prepared
by Autodelta.
The outer body skin of the GTA was made of, instead of
steel, Peraluman 25, a light alloy consisting of aluminium,
magnesium, manganese, copper and
zinc.The inner steel panels were also
of a thinner gauge with the inner and
outer panels bonded and pop-riveted together. It had magnesium
alloy wheels, clear plastic side
windows, an aluminium rear upper
control arm, lightweight door
handles and quarter window mechanisms, and lightweight interior trim.
The engine had a new double ignition, ‘twin plug’ cylinder head, high
compression pistons, high-lift cams,
lightened fly-wheel, a Magneti Marelli distributor, 45 mm
carbies instead of 40 mm, and magnesium camshaft cover,
sump, timing cover and bell housing. A limited-slip diff
was standard, and a special sliding-block rear axle locating system could be specified. The 1300 had a shortstroke, oversquare version of the GTA 1600 engine.
Power output was 170 hp for the 1600 and 140 hp for
the 1300.Weight was around 750 kg.

Corsa for sale in New York state.The advert was accompanied by dozens of photos and said, “What you see is
what you get.” Restoration had begun, and the car had a
complete body on wheels. There were some original
parts, such as two blocks, one of which was un-numbered and unused, and the special sliding block axle
locating system. There were, however, plenty of parts
missing.

“Alfas seemed a good
idea. Restoring a GTA
would be a dream come
true, and I knew the best
guys in Australia to help
me with this”

The GTA 1600 had numerous race victories in Europe,
winning the European Touring Car Championship in
1966, 1967 and 1969; in America, winning the Trans Am’
B Sedan’ Championship in 1966 (driven by Aussie, Horst
Kweck, who died recently), and in 1970; and in Australia.
However, competition in the 2-litre class from BMW and
Porsche led to the development of the GTA 1300 Junior
(1290cc). It was hoped, would have success in the smaller
class; and so it did, winning the European Touring Car
Championship in 1971 and 1972 and the US SCCA
(Sports Car Club of America) ‘C Sedan’ championship in
1969 and 1971.
Now, to find a car! I spoke with Tim and Vin, both of
whom own unrestored GTA projects, but neither were
for sale. I also discussed the idea with Steve Byrnes who
owns and races a GTA 1600 Sprint with a great Australian pedigree, raced successfully in period by Frank
Gardner, Kevin Bartlett, John French and Brian Foley. I followed the international market, searching for a restoration project.
Then, an eagle-eyed friend,Vaughan Stibbard, sent me a
link to an ad on eBay for a 1968 unrestored GTA Junior

I had Tim Doyle inspect the photos,
and he was confident that this was
an original GTA (many that are
advertised are not). It came with
original SCCA logbooks detailing its
race history in America, and it was
referenced in the GTA Bible, Alleggerita. This is a remarkable set of
three books compiled by enthusiasts
and detailing the history of the GTA.
I managed to purchase a new copy
for $600, which is regarded as a
bargain. I bought the car sight-unseen and arranged for it
to be shipped to Sydney, and collected it with my trailer
on April Fool’s Day, 2015!
While I was waiting for the car, I studied its history from
data provided to me by Martin Uebelher, co-author of
Alleggerita. #775511 was built in May 1968, at Alfa
Romeo’s Arese factory, prepared by Autodelta to race
spec with the sliding block, and is one of only five GTA
Juniors shipped from Autodelta directly to Alfa Romeo in
the US. Among the information I received was a handwritten note from Alfa Romeo America’s Don Black, who
managed Alfa’s US racing activities during his evenings
and weekends. Black’s handwritten records said it was
sold in January 1969, to a New Jersey exotic car dealer,
Tom O’Brien. I successfully contacted Tom, who confessed that his memory was hazy, but he did not think he
ever bought or sold a GTA. He also said that it might
have gone through his books, as Alfa Romeo were not
allowed to sell directly to customers.
With the help of my genealogist wife, Susie, we then
tracked down the five drivers listed in the SCCA logbooks and corresponded with them, adding to the
history file and securing some photos. SCCA first issued
logbooks in 1972, and there was no record of the first
owner, and I was keen to plug this gap in its history. One
of the car’s owners, Jerry Wannarka (a former President
of the SCCA), told me that he thought that the first
owner was a guy from Des Moines, Iowa. From further
googling of old race results, I found that a GTA Junior had
been raced in 1969 by Gene Strandberg of Des Moines.
Wannarka said, “Yes, I’m pretty sure he was the original
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owner”.So I asked the second owner, Bob Henson, from
whom he bought the car. Not surprisingly, he also had a
rusty memory.
He said, “I think it was Strandberg. I had a red GTA that
was involved in a trailer accident, and I bought Strandberg’s white car.” I was still keen to have confirmation of
this important gap in the car’s
history, but I was unable to locate
Strandberg. Eureka! Four years later
I received a note from Gene Strandberg on the Alfa Bulletin Board
responding to a posting from me,
and he confirmed that he was the
first owner. He paid $US5,800 for
the car, race-ready and delivered to
Newark!

and #775511 was acquired by ‘Judge’ Parker of Richmond,Virginia, who commenced restoration.
In 2013, Parker sold the partially assembled car and parts
to New York classic car dealer, Daniel Rapley, from whom
I bought it. Other cars and GTA parts from that auction
were acquired by Tim Doyle and Steve Byrnes and
shipped to Australia.

“I also discussed the idea
with Steve Byrnes who
owns and races a GTA
1600 Sprint with a great
Australian pedigree,
raced successfully in
period by Frank Gardner,
Kevin Bartlett, John
French and Brian Foley”

He told me that Alfa Romeo wanted
him to enter it in the 1969 Sebring
12-hour and Daytona 24 hour races,
but, “To my eternal regret, I was
short of time and money.” He did,
however, race it successfully, finishing
2nd in the SCCA Midwest division in
1969 and 1970. Strandberg sent me his race history with
the car, together with some photos.

The car was raced at over 50 SCCA meetings between
1968 and 1980 at tracks including Road America (Elkhart
Lake), Road Atlanta, Daytona, Indianapolis, Mid Ohio,
Bridgehampton, Summit Point, Mid America (Wentzville),
Brainerd (Donnybrooke), Phoenix, Nelson Ledges, Blackhawk Farms, Lake Afton and Virginia International
Raceway. The car competed three times at the SCCA
National ‘Run Offs’ – the American Road Race of Champions.
Strandberg was 10th in this event at Daytona in 1969,
Bob Henson was 4th at Road Atlanta in 1971, and Jerry
Wannarka was 7th at Road Atlanta in 1974.After an accident at Indianapolis in 1980, and one final outing at
Elkhart Lake, its racing career was over and the car was
acquired by collector John Murphy (of Alfa Legends).
Murphy’s collection went to auction in Atlanta in 2004,
26
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By an incredible stroke of good
fortune, it transpired that the original block for my car was in Tim
Doyle’s shed, it is one of the items he
had acquired from Murphy’s collection. My car had been sold to
another guy at that auction in 2004.
However, it had been separated from
its original engine. Tim and I agreed
to swap engines, although the original had been cracked and repaired. I
now had a matching numbers car,
even though I planned to build a new
engine using the un-numbered
unused block, as the original was too
valuable to risk further damage.

That was the good news; then came the bad news. Tim
advised that some parts had suffered water damage in
shipment. But the biggest disappointment was when he
put the car on his 105 jigs and pronounced that it had a
twisted front cross member - and that, without replacing
it, he would not be able to build a straight car. He also
advised that the rear guards would have to be replaced
with new copies from Classic Alfa in England.
Tim had to cut off the front of the car and remove the
guards, which revealed some poor workmanship. All the
restoration work that had been done had to be undone,
as we both wanted the car to be as good as when it left
Autodelta – and as original, as we could get it, but recognising that some replica parts would need to be used.
However, preference was given to sourcing original parts
whenever possible. While Tim started work, the engine
parts were sent to Vin Sharp in Melbourne, and he measured and ordered valves, pistons, camshafts, crankshaft

and other engine components. He also provided a new
replica GTA close-ratio gearbox, with original Autodelta
ratios. Meanwhile, Mick Mitchell had the radiator, suspension and axle components restored.
Tim is painstakingly meticulous in his work and, along with
Vin Sharp, their knowledge of the GTA is unmatched in
Australia.The body came apart pretty swiftly but was put
back together slowly. I didn’t mind this as the project was
the purpose. I was not in a rush, and I had no specific
deadline or plans for the finished car. Tim and Vin
inspected all the parts and made an inventory of what was
re-useable, what was missing, and where we could source
missing parts. We had to find a Magneti Marelli dizzy,
unique to the 1300 GTA, and a magnesium middle sump.
Vin found an original magnesium cam cover in Europe.Vin
had a mould for the fibreglass race seats, so I had a pair
made. With Google’s help, I sourced a replica steering
wheel shroud in Slovenia and a missing speedo from
Quebec, but we didn’t use that as Steve Byrnes had a
complete spare set of original instruments. Other parts
came from Classic Alfa,Alfaholics and OKP.
As the car will be used on the track, I thought a good roll
cage would be important as the alloy body doesn’t
provide much more protection than cardboard. Through
Alfaholics, we purchased an FIA approved kit from
Custom Cages in the UK for a welded-in cage. This was
quite a process as Tim had to send a sample of his welding
for approval and then photographs of the finished job, trial
fitted, to obtain the FIA approval certificate. It was like
sitting welding exams, which Tim was relieved to pass. It is
a super neat cage. By December 2016, the body was ready
for painting in its original Bianco Spino AR013 (hawthorn
white) and Tim opted for local custom car painters, AA
Panelcraft, who did a lovely job at a fair price. GTAs only
came in red or white, and most of them were, or are now,
red. However, it was originally white (and my 1750 is red),
so that choice was easy.There is not a great deal of trim
in a race car, and cockpit references are hard to find.
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Arriving at the NSW Club’s Concorso in November, 2019.
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Colin proudly showing off his car at said Concorso.
Photo: Tim Guinness.

However,Tim had a pretty good idea of how it should be,
and Sydney trimmer, Steve Busitill, made the panels using
the correct skai vinyl from Classic Alfa. Tim fitted the
headlining – again, with the correct material from Classic
Alfa. It was a tight fit behind the snug-fitting roll cage.
Due to a hold-up with the crankshaft, the engine build
was lagging behind. An original crankshaft had been
crack-tested and refurbished, but Mick was not happy
with it – and rightly so, as a hairline crack was found.
Although it could have been repaired, we had a new
crank built from the original pattern that Vin Sharp fortunately had.That took three months.Almost every engine
component in a 1300cc GTA engine is different from the
1600 GTA and the 1300 GTJunior.
Dummy assembly of the engine showed that the valves
would kiss the pistons.The piston shape allows very little
tolerance and compression had to be sacrificed to
ensure that the engine could be revved freely - allegedly
to 9,000rpm.The pistons were thus sent back to Special
Piston Services in Victoria for further machining.

fantastic job with extraordinary attention to detail. The
engine was sent up to Kim Baker in Orange to tune on
his dyno. It develops 140 bhp at 7700 rpm, with torque
of 91 lbs/ft.This is similar to the original Autodelta cars.
The car weighs 800 kg, which is slightly more than the
original - mostly because of the roll cage, hidden muffler
and alloy wheels instead of mags. One of the many challenges was to quieten the car to comply with track noise
limits while still using the correct side exhaust. The
Corse Automotive boys came up with an ingenious solution whereby a hand-built muffler runs laterally underneath the car - another work of art! The car was finished
in November 2019. Just in time for the AROCA Concorso, and it returned to the track later that month at
the HSRCA’s Summer Festival at Sydney Motor Sport
Park, presented in the livery in which the car first raced
50 years earlier - true to the HSRCA motto “As it was
it shall be”. I ran it on the correct Dunlop CR65 crossply tyres in Regularity, alongside Steve Byrnes’ GTA 1600
Sprint.The car ran faultlessly and, despite being considerably slower than my 1750 GTV, I had a heap of fun.

Meanwhile, Mick Mitchell and his team were sourcing,
restoring, fabricating and assembling all the other
mechanical components. They were painstakingly thorough as we wanted the car to be as close as possible to
when it left Autodelta. Both Mick and Tim have done a
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Competizione

| Mark Jackson

Obviously at this stage nothing has
happened yet on the competition
front, but this year’s competition calendar is now on the website. Here’s a
brief outline of what’s planned for the
year.

Alfacomp 2020 Calendar

For more details on any of
these events contact the
AROCA Competition Secretary
at competition@arocaqld.com
or 0413122839
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Date

Venue

Event

15/16 February

Morgan Park

Supersprint

22/23 February

Qld Raceway

QRSS Race

8 March

Lakeside

Sprint

14/15 March

Lakeside

QRSS Race

5 April

Lakeside

Sprint

2/3 May

Morgan Park

Supersprint

2/3 May

Qld Raceway

QRSS Race

16 May

Qld Raceway

FOIM Race/Regularity/etc

21 June

Lakeside

Sprint

12 July

Qld Raceway

Sprint

1/2 August

Morgan Park

Supersprint

29/30 August

Qld Raceway

QRSS Race

12/13 September Lakeside

QRSS Race

26/27 September Morgan Park

Supersprint

4 October

Lakeside

Sprint

24/25 October

Qld Raceway

QRSS Race

22 November

Qld Raceway

Sprint

Supersprint B Series Round 1,
February 15th & 16th Morgan Park,
Warwick - This consists of 7 timed 3 or
4 lap runs of one of the various Morgan
Park configurations. Pre-registration is
mandatory for this series but as usual,
spectators are welcome.
Queensland Sports and Sedans
Race Series Round 1, February 2nd
& 23rd Queensland Raceway,
Willowbank - This year, instead of
running our own race series, we are
joining forces with the Queensland
Raceway Sports & Sedans group. If we
have enough starters, we can form our
own starting grid, otherwise we will be
competing in the general group. To
enter go to https://racers.world/login
Italian Challenge Sprint Series
Round 1, March 8th, Lakeside
Raceway - This is a Sprint/Regularity
event starting from 12 noon. Preregistration is recommended. For entry
and payment go to
https://racers.world/login
Festival of Italian Motorsport, May
16th at Queensland Raceway – This
year the FOIM is planned to be a single
day event at Queensland Raceway.
There will still be both racing and
regularity events as well as the usual
Show ‘n Shine and Happy Laps
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their Alfas - or simply enjoy the company of other Alfisti. Activities range from restaurant
evenings to extended week-ends away in the country. Occassionally, a social outing will
coincide with the opportunity for members to display their pride and joy at a classic car show
or other display.

Eventi

Social Events

Coming Social Events

Date/Venue

Details

Thu -- Feb
Apr 23
9 - -2020
Sun
2020
South
Queensland
WoodsEast
Restaurant
Lot 1
3134 Esk Hampton Road
Ravensbourne.
Fri - Apr 10 - 2020
South East Queensland

Alfesta
2020 - Day
- While
kicks
off tomorrow,
there
be an
Ravensbourne
Run 1
- This
will Alfesta
be our officially
first official
AROCA
run for the
year.will
Meeting
informal
get-together
for attendees
on Main
Thursday
afternoon
evening.
at 9.30am
at the Samford
Post Officewho
car arrive
park, 39
Street
Samford,orfor
a
For
more departure.
informationWe
contact
alfesta2020@arocaqld.com.
2020
Website]
10.00am
will head
up over Mt Glorious down[➠Alfesta
and around
Wivenhoe
Dam with a short 'pit-stop' at Heap Street Esk, and then up the Esk Hampton Road
Alfesta
2020Restaurant
- Day 2 - After
there
will beRoad,
the official
Alfesta welcome
to the Woods
at Lotbreakfast,
1 3134 Esk
Hampton
Ravensbourne.
There is a
and
briefing
we setwhich
out on
day 1.
of Crispy
fun. For
more information
contact
set menu
of before
four choices
areour
as first
follows:
chicken
burger, lettuce,
alfesta2020@arocaqld.com.[➠Alfesta
2020
Website]
coleslaw, house mayonnaise, brioche bun,
beer
battered chips: $18. 2. Confit Pork
Belly Salad – Crispy pan seared pork belly, Asian style salad, soy, garlic and apple
Alfesta
- Day3.3Beer
- Breakfast
briefingChef's
beforesalad,
we throw
ourselves
Day 2
dressing.2020
(Gf) $25.
Batteredand
Flathead,
lemon
dressing,into
house
of
Alfesta.
Forbattered
more information
2020
tartare,
beer
chips $25.contact
4. Curryalfesta2020@arocaqld.com.
of the day with Basmati rice[➠Alfesta
and side salad
Website]
(v) $25. The aim is to pre-order so that we can arrive and have our meal within a
reasonable time. Drinks and coffee will be to own account. Please advise your choice
from the2020
menu-above
attached and
and briefing
RSVP tobefore
social@arocaqld.com
as soon
as of
Alfesta
Day 4and
- Breakfast
we beging our last
full day
possible2020.
but no
later
than Tuesday
18 February
as dinner
we have
limited
places.
Alfesta
The
highlight
will be this
evening's2020,
formal
and
presentations.
For more information contact alfesta2020@arocaqld.com. [➠Alfesta 2020 Website]
Mid-Week Drive - Details of Mid-Week Drives are forwarded by email to Club
Members2020
who have
registered
interest
in participating
in the
drives.
For
Alfesta
- Daypreviously
5 - Our final
breakfast
together
before Alfesta
2020
officially
more information,
midweekdrives@arocaqld.com
[➠Mid-Week [➠Alfesta
Drives
wraps
up. For moreemail
information
contact alfesta2020@arocaqld.com.
2020
Webpage]
Website]

Sat - Apr 11 - 2020
South East Queensland
Sun - Apr 12 - 2020
South East Queensland
Wed - Mar 18 - 2020
TBA
Mon - Apr
13 - 2020
South East Queensland

Sun--May
Mar 16
22 -- 2020
2020
Sunshine
Beach
Run -- Our
We will
meet
at BP Bruce
Highway
just south
of Caboolture
Sat
FOIM
Show
'n Shine
annual
Festival
of Italian
Motorsport
(FOIM)
is on again
Sunshine
Beach
Surf Life at Queensland
9.30am for aRaceway
10.00amWillowbank.
start and head
up the
Bruce
Highway
peeling
off Show
at Steve
Queensland
Raceway,
We will
again
have
our annual
FOIM
and
Saving Willowbank
Club, Duke Street, Shine,
Irwin Way.
We then turn
offthe
at Fiat
Beerwah
Peachester
thenpride
up Bald
Road itto
in conjunction
with
club. to
Polish
up yourand
Italian
and Knob
joy, bring
Sunshine Beach
the Maleny
Montville
theEnter
fun windy
Palmwoods
Montville Road all
along,
and you
mightRoad,
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Sun - Apr 12 - 2020
Alfesta Show n Shine - The Alfesta 2020 Show 'n Shine is being held on the oval of
Website]
Toowoomba TAFE the Toowoomba TAFE, directly behind the Cobb and Co Museum, Lindsay Street,
Lindsay St, Toowoomba Toowoomba. As well as Alfesta attendees, all financial members of the Alfa Romeo
Owners Club of Australia and the Fiat Car Club of Queensland are invited to display
their vehicles. There is no cost to display your vehicle. Display cars should plan to
arrive at the display area at 10:00am sharp. Judging will commence at 10:30am with
winners announced at 2:00pm. Trophies and prizes, courtesy of our generous Alfesta
sponsors, will be awarded in three Show 'n Shine categories (1) Best Alfa Romeo (2)
Best Fiat (3) People’s Choice (Selected by popular vote - all Alfa or Fiat display
vehicles are eligible). All cars must exit the display area by 3:00pm. If travelling
from Brisbane, head up the Warrego Highway (A2) and the Toowoomba Connection
Road (A21). Turn right into Tourist Road when you get to the top of the range, then
left into Margaret Street and finally right into Lindsay Street.
Mon - Apr 13 - 2020
South East Queensland

Alfesta 2020 - Day 5 - Our final breakfast together before Alfesta 2020 officially
wraps up. For more information contact alfesta2020@arocaqld.com. [➠Alfesta 2020
Website]

Sun - May 10 - 2020
TBA

Run - TBA - Details to be advised

Sat - May 16 - 2020
Queensland Raceway,
Willowbank

FOIM Show 'n Shine - Our annual Festival of Italian Motorsport (FOIM) is on again
at Queensland Raceway Willowbank. We will again have our annual FOIM Show and
Shine, in conjunction with the Fiat club. Polish up your Italian pride and joy, bring it
along, and you might be up for a trophy! Enter on the day.

Sun - May 24 - 2020
2020 Macleans Bridge Car Show - Hosted by the Triumph Sports Owners
Belmont Rifle Range, Old Association, this is possibly Queensland's biggest classic car event, typically involving
Cleveland Road, Belmont around 400 cars from many different marques. Entry is $15.00 per display car which
included driver and all passengers. Gates open for display cars at 7.30am, 9.00am
for visitors, awards ceremony will be at midday. On site caterers have been
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organised and there will be three coffee vans from early morning for those of you
desperate on your caffeine fix as soon as your arrive. Food vans will also be serving

Queensland Raceway,
Willowbank

at Queensland Raceway Willowbank. We will again have our annual FOIM Show and
Shine, in conjunction with the Fiat club. Polish up your Italian pride and joy, bring it
along, and you might be up for a trophy! Enter on the day.

Sun - May 24 - 2020
2020 Macleans Bridge Car Show - Hosted by the Triumph Sports Owners
Belmont Rifle Range, Old Association, this is possibly Queensland's biggest classic car event, typically involving
Cleveland Road, Belmont around 400 cars from many different marques. Entry is $15.00 per display car which
included driver and all passengers. Gates open for display cars at 7.30am, 9.00am
for visitors, awards ceremony will be at midday. On site caterers have been
organised and there will be three coffee vans from early morning for those of you
desperate on your caffeine fix as soon as your arrive. Food vans will also be serving
breakfast rolls from gate opening time in case you did not have time for breakfast
prior to departure. To avoid the queues at the gates, we urge visitors to pre-register
and pay for entry during the weeks prior to the event. Those who pre-register will be
sent a form to display on their dash as they drive in to the range and then proceed
through the preregistered lane thus avoiding those waiting to pay at the gate. Preregistration also gives the organisers an idea of how many cars are attending from
specific clubs and ensure that there is sufficient parking allocated so the club
members can park together. Pre-registration forms can be downloaded from the
MacLean’s Bridge website. This year the classes for judging the cars has changed and
also note that only cars displaying a “field judging card” on their dash will be judged
for an award. Cards will be handed out in the pack at the gate or can be downloaded
from the website. Once again proceeds from this event are going to assist Orange
Sky with washing and showering facilities for the homeless. [➠Macleans Bridge
Website]
Sun - Jun 14 - 2020
TBA

Birthday Run - Details TBA

Sun - Jul 19 - 2020
TBA

Run - TBA - Details TBA

Sun - Aug 9 - 2020
TBA

Run - TBA - Details TBA

Sun - Aug 30 - 2020
Peak Crossing

A Day in the Country Charity Day - This event, supporting the Fassifern Valley
Rotary Club, represents a rare opportunity for selected car clubs to mix with other
like minded car enthusiasts, free of general public spectators. Attendance is by
invitation only and entry is restricted to 200 cars attending on a first come basis.
Entry fee at the gate will be $25 per car. Rotary Club will be serving refreshments,
including morning tea (the lamingtons are legendary), and a BBQ lunch at
reasonable prices. A mobile coffee vehicle will also attend. AROCA member, Tony
Nelson (midweekdrives@arocaqld.com) will be co-coordinating our Club's
attendance: [Download Flyer]

Sun - Aug 30 - 2020

Peak Crossing Fund Raiser - TBA

Sun - Sep 13 - 2020
TBA

Observation Run - Darryl and Karen Green will be surprising us with a challenging
observation run! Stay tuned for details.

Peak Crossing
Calendar
- Club Nights

Club Nights are held on the second Wednesday of every month (except January) and are a
Sun - Oct 18 - 2020
JH Classics Garage Day - Date TBC - The date for this event is to be confirmed
greatJH
opportunity
to catch up with your fellow Alfisti. Some special Club Nights may be hosted
Classics Yatala
at venues such as automotive workshops and Alfa dealers. Details of those special meetings
Sun - Nov 8 - 2020
Earl's run - Details TBA
are published
TBA in the Club magazine and posted onto this website.
Sun - Nov 29 - 2020
Club
Nights
TBA

Date/Venue

Christmas Party - Details TBA

Coming Club Nights
Details

Wed - Feb 12 - 2020
Member's Club Night - Our first Club Night for 2020 will be at the usual venue of
Shannon's, 305 Montague Shannon's Club Rooms at 305 Montague Road, West End. Please assemble from
Rd West End
6.30pm. The Club will provide pizzas and drinks from around 7.00pm and we aim to
start the meeting by 7.30pm. Special Guest Speaker for the meeting will be Richard
Anderson. Richard needs little introduction to many members - he is a life member,
and true Alfisti! When not running one of his successful Alfa Romeo restoration,
repair and spare parts businesses, he has campaigned various Alfa Romeos in the
international and national rallies, including London to Sydney Marathons, Papua New
Guinea Safari Rallies, Round Australia Trial, and Classic Adelaide Rallies. Richard has
some wonderful stories to tell which will be teased out of him during a Q&A session.
Wed - Mar 11 - 2020
Members' Club Night - Our guest this month will be Phil Ross from Shannon's, who
Shannon's, 305 Montague will be sharing his experience and enthusiasm for the upcoming Targa Tasmania and
Rd West End
Targa Barrier Reef events with members. The meeting will be held in the Shannon's
Club Rooms at 305 Montague Road, West End. Please assemble from 6.30pm. The
Club will provide pizzas and drinks from around 7.00pm and we aim to start the
meeting by 7.30pm. Check the Club website and magazine for updates.
Wed - Apr 8 - 2020
Members' Club Night - Most of our Committee members will be tied up with Alfesta
Shannon's, 305 Montague 2020, so we expect a fairly quick meeting tonight. Pizza and drinks provided by the
Rd West End
Club will still be on the menu, so gather from 6.30pm and the food will be served at
7.00pm. Venue is Shannon's Club Rooms at 305 Montague Road, West End.
Wed - May 13 - 2020
Members' Club Night - Club Nights are usually held in the Shannon's Club Rooms
Shannon's, 305 Montague at 305 Montague Road, West End. Please assemble from 6.30pm. The Club will
Rd West End
provide pizzas and drinks from around 7.00pm and we aim to start the meeting by
Per SempreAlfa
7.30pm. Occasionally, Club Night will be an "away night" where we visit
a workshop
or other place of interest. Check the Club website and magazine for updates.
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ALFACOMP, is a hotly-contested points-based series, with some great trophies up for grabs.
ALFAcomp rules ensure that just about anyone with an Alfa can participate.

Competition Events
Date/Venue
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Coming Competition Events
Details

Sat - Feb 15 - 2020
Morgan Park Warwick

Supersprint B Series Round 1 Day 1 - This consists of 7 timed 3 or 4 lap runs of
one of the various Morgan Park configurations. Pre-registration is mandatory for this
series. For more details contact the AROCA Competition Secretary:
competition@arocaqld.com or 0413 122 839.

Sun - Feb 16 - 2020
Morgan Park Warwick

Supersprint B Series Round 1 Day 2 - This consists of 7 timed 3 or 4 lap runs of
one of the various Morgan Park configurations. Pre-registration is mandatory for this
series. For more details contact the AROCA Competition Secretary:
competition@arocaqld.com or 0413 122 839.

Sun - Mar 15 - 2020
Queensland Raceway,
Willowbank

Italian Challenge Sprint Series Round 1 - This is a Sprint/Regularity event
starting from 12 noon. Pre-registration is recommended. For entry and payment go
to https://racers.world/login For more details contact the AROCA Competition
Secretary: competition@arocaqld.com or 0413 122 839.

Sun - Apr 12 - 2020
Lakeside Raceway,
Dakabin

Italian Challenge Sprint Series Round 2 - This is a Sprint/Regularity event
starting from 12 noon. Pre-registration is recommended. For entry and payment go
to https://racers.world/login For more details contact the AROCA Competition
Secretary: competition@arocaqld.com or 0413 122 839.

Sat - May 2 - 2020
Morgan Park Warwick

Supersprint B Series Round 2 Day 1 - This consists of 7 timed 3 or 4 lap runs of
one of the various Morgan Park configurations. Pre-registration is mandatory for this
series. For more details contact the AROCA Competition Secretary:
competition@arocaqld.com or 0413 122 839.

Sun - May 3 - 2020
Morgan Park Warwick

Supersprint B Series Round 2 Day 2 - This consists of 7 timed 3 or 4 lap runs of
one of the various Morgan Park configurations. Pre-registration is mandatory for this
series. For more details contact the AROCA Competition Secretary:
competition@arocaqld.com or 0413 122 839.

Sat - May 16 - 2020
Queensland Raceway,
Willowbank

Festival of Italian Motorsport Regularity - The FOIM regularity event is a single
day event with qualifying and 3 or 4 regularity runs and is open to all Italian marque
cars. [➠Enter Online via Racers World]. Entry fee TBA. For more details contact the
AROCA Competition Secretary: competition@arocaqld.com or 0413 122 839.

Sat - May 16 - 2020
Queensland Raceway,
Willowbank

Festival of Italian Motorsport Race - The FOIM race event is a single day event
with qualifying and 3 or 4 races and is open to all Italian marque cars. [➠Enter
Online via Racers World]. Entry fee TBA. For more details contact the AROCA
Competition Secretary: competition@arocaqld.com or 0413 122 839.

Sun - Jun 21 - 2020
Lakeside Raceway,
Dakabin

Italian Challenge Sprint Series Round 3 - This is a Sprint/Regularity event
starting from 12 noon. Pre-registration is recommended. For entry and payment go
to https://racers.world/login For more details contact the AROCA Competition
Secretary: competition@arocaqld.com or 0413 122 839.

Sun - Jul 12 - 2020
Queensland Raceway,
Willowbank

Italian Challenge Sprint Series Round 4 - This is a Sprint/Regularity event
starting from 12 noon. Pre-registration is recommended. For entry and payment go
to https://racers.world/login For more details contact the AROCA Competition
Secretary: competition@arocaqld.com or 0413 122 839.

Sat - Aug 1 - 2020
Morgan Park Warwick

Supersprint B Series Round 3 Day 1 - This consists of 7 timed 3 or 4 lap runs of
one of the various Morgan Park configurations. Pre-registration is mandatory for this
series. For more details contact the AROCA Competition Secretary:
competition@arocaqld.com or 0413 122 839.

Sun - Aug 2 - 2020
Morgan Park Warwick

Supersprint B Series Round 3 Day 2 - This consists of 7 timed 3 or 4 lap runs of
one of the various Morgan Park configurations. Pre-registration is mandatory for this
series. For more details contact the AROCA Competition Secretary:
competition@arocaqld.com or 0413 122 839.

Sat - Sep 26 - 2020
Morgan Park Warwick

Supersprint B Series Round 4 Day 1 - This consists of 7 timed 3 or 4 lap runs of
one of the various Morgan Park configurations. Pre-registration is mandatory for this
series. For more details contact the AROCA Competition Secretary:
competition@arocaqld.com or 0413 122 839.

Sun - Sep 27 - 2020
Morgan Park Warwick

Supersprint B Series Round 4 Day 2 - This consists of 7 timed 3 or 4 lap runs of
one of the various Morgan Park configurations. Pre-registration is mandatory for this
series. For more details contact the AROCA Competition Secretary:
competition@arocaqld.com or 0413 122 839.

Sun - Oct 4 - 2020
Lakeside Raceway,
Dakabin

Italian Challenge Sprint Series Round 5 - This is a Sprint/Regularity event
starting from 12 noon. Pre-registration is recommended. For entry and payment go
to https://racers.world/login For more details contact the AROCA Competition
Secretary: competition@arocaqld.com or 0413 122 839.

Sun - Nov 22 - 2020
Queensland Raceway,
Willowbank

Italian Challenge Sprint Series Round 6 - This is a Sprint/Regularity event
starting from 12 noon. Pre-registration is recommended. For entry and payment go
to https://racers.world/login For more details contact the AROCA Competition
Secretary: competition@arocaqld.com or 0413 122 839.
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Classificato
et.au (Expires: Feb 21)

WANTED

ABS Pump for 916 Spider

Hello, looking for an ABS Pump for a
2001 916s Spider. Part number
0265216781 or 0273004495 |
$depending on condition | Contact:
mark, 0423688569,
mkchanner@gmail.com (Expires:
Feb 29)

FOR SALE
2014 Alfa Romeo Mito

5 speed manual.44229 klm. One
owner, well maintained and
serviced. Excellent condition. Great
first car or second car. | $10,000
| Contact: David, 0405659497,
dpelliott57@gmail.com (Expires:
Feb 29)

1998 GTV 3.0 V6, 24 Valve

5 speed, 112800 kms, green with
beige leather interior, dual twin
exhaust, registered to Jan 20.
Timing belt, water pump, rear
shocks, front discs, tyres &
battery within last 1800 kms,
great enjoyable coupe, paint needs
attention. | $6,250 | Contact:
James, 0417708298,
jwr612@hotmail.com (Expires: Feb
28)

1973 Alfa GTV 2000

Beautiful example of this model,
White with Black interior. Full
engine rebuild, fully body bare metal
respray. Receipts for work done,
nothing needed to be spent on this
car. Current owner for over 20
years. Car is located in Brisbane. |
$70,000 | Contact: Caitlin,
0417609096,
caitlingallagher@bigpond.com
(Expires: Feb 28)

1991 Alfa Romeo 33 16v

Approx 180000km. Timing belt and
major service needed. Drivers side
electric window, aircon and
tachometer do not work. Rust in
boot, spare wheel well, passenger
side sill and rear drivers door.
Alternator faulty. Interior damaged
in spots. Comes with set of P4
rims. | $1,600 negotiable |
Contact: Anthony, 0439833944,
anthonydearling@hotmail.com
(Expires: Feb 28)

The Classifieds sections of the Club magazine and Club
website provide the opportunity to seek, sell or swap Alfa
Romeo related items. This is a free service to both members
and non-members, provided the classified is of a noncommercial nature.
Classifieds selling or seeking services are not accepted.
Please contact the Committee Member responsible for
magazine advertising (advertising@arocaqld.com) to place
these type of notices in the Club magazine.
To submit a new classified, visit the Club website
(www.arocaqld.com), click on the “Classifieds” menu button
and select “Submit an Advert” from the dropdown list.
Complete the online form, making sure you fill in all the
mandatory fields.
Your classified can be up to 6,500 characters long and you
may also upload one digital image. The image must be in

1984 Alfetta GTV coupe

133000 klms from new, excellent
condition white with black interior
bronze bumpers and side skirts,new
tyres, brakes, paint, exhaust, a
pleasure to drive.Time for a new
owner, need more space | $14,000
ono | Contact: Paul, 411592175,
bearyoungie2@aapt.net.au (Expires:
Feb 27)

Alfa 166. 3.0L 24 valve V6 Auto
A 2004 3.2l V6 GT with 2001 build
date. 211000km. Runs and drives
fine. Excellent service history prior to my purchase in 2014 this
car was owned for many years by
the proprietor of a Gold Coast Alfa
specialist workshop and car
dealership. Timing belt and (metal
impeller) water pump, plugs, new
fuel pump 2000km/6 months ago.
Low km since Bilstein shocks,
replaced suspension arms/bushes,
custom Kings Springs to suit
typically bad Australian roads
(Lowering springs also included if
low and mean is more your thing).
90% tread on tyres, brake pads
have plenty of meat etc. Fitted with
Zender body kit and Remus
stainless exhaust (really brings out
that Busso sound) from new.
Previously beautiful black paint has
started to suffer from Qld sun on
roof and bonnet. A few electrical
gadget niggles - you won’t be
adjusting the driver’s seat height
(other adjustments working fine)
and the central locking solenoid on
front passenger’s door is playing
up. Air con patchy. Selling as-is. No
Safety Certificate. Just need the
vehicle sold (too many cars), so
realistic price. | $2,500 | Contact:
Darryl, 0466976670,
darryl.green@gmail.com (Expires:
May 25)

1979 GTV Parts

Zender Wheels

A set of 4 16x7 Zender wheels and
spacers to suit GTV6 or similar.
Excellent condition fitted with new
Bridgstone 205x50xR16 tyres |
$1,200 | Contact: Paul,
0411592175,bearyoungie2@aapt.n

Car has been stripped of what I
want, but anyone wanting front
end, steering, windows can remove
from car before it goes to the
knackery. Located in Caloundra.
Parts are giveaway if you remove
them. I would rather someone use
the parts than they get squashed.
| $Free | Contact: Russell,
0429933575,
rsdoyle@bigpond.com
(Expires: Feb 7)

.JPG format and be less than 1Mb in size. Please check the
spelling and punctuation of your classified before clicking
on the “Submit” button.

AROCA (QLD) takes no responsibility for the contents of any
advertisement nor any statements implied or expressed by
advertisers.

If you experience any problems submitting your classified
online, please contact the Classifieds Editor (Phone: 0403
878 749 or email: classifieds@arocaqld.com). A classified
will remain listed for three months unless the classified
owner requests otherwise.

Under Queensland law, registered vehicles offered for sale
must have a current and valid Safety Certificate available for
perusal by prospective purchasers from the time the vehicle
is offered for sale. Failure to do so may result in prosecution
by State authorities. No classifieds will be published if they
include "RWC/Safety Certificate on sale" or similar
statements.

To request a change to an existing classified or to cancel an
existing
classified,
visit
the
Club
website
(www.arocaqld.com), click on the “Classifieds” menu button
and select “Change/Cancel Advert” from the drop-down
list. Complete and submit the online form. Advertisements
may be edited or removed from the magazine or website at
any time by the Club.
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Finale

By Marco 56
The Alfa Romeo 1900 M (better known by its nickname
Alfa Romeo Matta, meaning "mad") is a four-wheel drive
utility vehicle produced by Italian car manufacturer Alfa
Romeo from 1951 to 1954. Developed on request of the
Italian Ministry of Defence, it was made in both military
(AR 51) and civilian (AR 52) versions.
The AR 51 (Autovettura da Ricognizione, "Reconnaissance
Car") was the result of the request of a light reconnaissance vehicle for use on paved, unpaved and mountain
roads. A civilian version, the AR 52, was later developed
from the military AR 51; several variants were made,
adapted for use in agriculture, firefighting, and road maintenance.
The Matta was built from 1952 to 1954, with 2,007 military
AR 51s for the Italian Army and 154 civilian AR 52 units
produced. In 1954, the Italian army abandoned the AR 51
and switched to the Fiat Campagnola, which was mechanically simpler.
The Matta was powered by a 1884 cc twin cam, 8-valve
inline-four engine with dry sump lubrication. The cylinder
head was aluminium and featured hemispherical combustion chambers, while the engine block was cast iron.
Output was 65 PS (48 kW; 64 hp) at 4,400 rpm.
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