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event
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EDITORIALE

darryl green

lfa Romeo numerology is irregular. The Germans would never stand for it. To deal with
Alfa Romeo’s tendency to reuse names and
numbers somewhat haphazardly, it becomes
necessary for the dedicated Alfisti to use the
series numbers to distinguish models.
This becomes apparent to new members when they
have to try to pass the entrance exam. You didn’t
know there was an entrance exam? Clearly you weren’t paying enough attention - are you sure you are a
member?
The exam is included on the membership form. It’s
deceptively simple. The form asks you to enter details
of the Alfa Romeo’s you own. This seems easy enough
- you know what year your car was made, and what
it’s called according to the badges on it - right? And
you even know it is red (lucky guess).
Oh hang on - the very first field you are asked to enter
is series. What’s that? Well it is pretty easy really - It’s
a 3 digit number starting with 1 if you have a rear
wheel drive Alfa Romeo made between 1959 and
1992 or so. If you have a front wheel drive Alfa Romeo it’s a 3 digit number starting with 9. Unless you
have a 164, in which case the series number is - 164.
Those of you who thought you could get away with
just entering the number on the badge, like 147 or
156, or even 75 - sorry - you got this question wrong.
Unless you own a 164 of course. I knew there was
some reason to own a 164.
Now - what about the other 2 digits. Well - it is pretty
simple - it genuinely is a series number. So let’s start
with - 101. If you have a 101 - congratulations - and
you almost certainly know exactly what you have. If
you don’t know that you have a 101, you probably
don’t.
Now, one might reasonably expect that the next number would be… 102. But it isn’t. For some reason we
jump to 105 - maybe 102,103 and 104 were prototypes or something.
The 105 series is the one to guess if you have an older
Alfa Romeo and aren’t sure what this series thing is.
Because it went on for a very long time (1964..1976)
and on a wide range of cars (sedans, coupes and spiders). Except it didn’t really go on for all that time some of them are actually 115 series. Oh and 106
series is the 2600 6 cylinder cars - such as the 2600
sprint on the magazine cover). What happened to
107..114? No idea. If your Alfa is actually a 115 series
and you write 105 on the form - you will probably get
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away with it. You are also more likely to be right because you
are in a RHD country. Oh - and if you though you could cheat
and look at your chassis number - wrong again - the series
number isn’t included in the chassis number. You can, however, check the book of Fusi if you really need to know, exactly.
Now we are on the home straight - And up to 116. Which is,
remarkably, the series number for the cars that immediately
followed the 105/115 series cars. Basically, if it has a transaxle
at the back - it’s a 116 - unless it has a number (75 or 90) as a
name, in which case it is a 162. Why the jump from 116 to
162? You guessed it - no idea.
The Alfasud’s are 901, Sprints are 902, 33s are 905 except for
the QV which is 907.
If none of that made any sense to you because you have a
modern Alfa - great - it should be simple.
Your 147 is 937 series
Your 156 is 932 series
Your 166 is 936 series
Your GT is 947 series
Your 159, Brera or 2006 on Spider is 939 series
Any pre 2006 FWD Spider, and all FWD GTVs are 916 series
Modern Giuliettas are 940 series while the modern Giulia is
952 series.
I don’t actually know what the series numbers are for Mito or
4C.Does anyone?
At the end of all that - I think we can assume you are all qualified to be AROCA members. At least so long as you got the
engine capacity of your car right to 4 significant digits and recorded either the paint code or the official Alfa Romeo name as
the colour of your car.
Or if you just enjoy owning an Alfa Romeo. You should always
read ALL the questions before starting.
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PRESIDENTE

john anderson

"Alfa Romeo is more than a mere car factory. Its products are something more than
conventionally built automobiles. It's a kind of fever, this enthusiasm for a means of
transport. It's a way of life, a very particular conception of the motor vehicle. Some-

A

aaaannnnndddd... we're back! Ready for 2018?
It looks like another big year. And membership is
growing, so we must be doing something right.
Welcome to the newer members, a few of which
have come to recent events or have contacted me
recently.

Great to see/hear from you! Participating in club events is a
big part of that for which you pay your membership, and we
love to see you join in. And if you have questions about your
Alfa or want to get out on the track, there's plenty of people
in the club who can give you advice. You'll get out of the club
what you put into it, and even more, so please come along to
club night, social events, and competition events and join in
the fun. That's the whole point!
We're hoping to do more in conjunction with the new Brisbane Alfa Romeo (and Fiat) dealership this year - in Brisbane
anyway. At least one club night will be held there, to give you
the opportunity to view the new Stelvio SUV. I went to the
launch last year, and was impressed that it's both an SUV and
Alfa at the same time. They certainly did a better job of basing
the styling off an existing car than other makes! Some past
efforts from other makes (one German brand in particular)
were hideous, but not the case with the Stelvio. And the reported performance is amazing! Probably a bit small to tow
the track car, but I'm told an even bigger SUV model is on the
way in the next couple of years. So if you were thinking of
getting an X3 type of SUV, get a Stelvio instead. And if you
want something bigger, you won't have to wait too long to get
an Alfa that'll do the job. We'd love to also do things with Irelands in Cairns, Cricks at Noosaville, and Gold Coast Alfa Romeo as well, now that all the Queensland dealerships are set
up. So if you're from those dealerships and you have an idea
about that, let me know on president@arocaqld.com.
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thing that resists definition. Its component parts are like those irrational traits of the human
spirit that cannot be explained with logical terminology."
- Orazio Satta Puliga,1969

Don't forget to book for Alfesta in Sydney over the Easter
weekend. Details are in the Sociale column, and on the
website. This is the national gathering of Alfisti from all
over the country, so go along and meet new friends, see
different Alfas, and enjoy the activities, which include a
Harbour cruise and dinner. Especially if you're a newer
member. And it might help you to go to Sydney if you plan
on helping out when we host Alfesta in 2020. Sometime
this year, we'll be choosing the venue for the 2020 event,
so if you want to be a part of the organising committee
and you've never been to an Alfesta before, the experience of Sydney will give you some idea of what people
expect.
And finally, a reminder that if you go along to one of our
Italian Challenge race events, displaying your membership
card at the gate will give you free admission to the venue
to spectate (saving around $30 a head for each member non-members will still have to pay). Each race day consists
of many different events, so you'll get to see other
marques competing in their races, as well as the Alfas/
Fiats etc in the Italian Challenge. So make a day of it,
breathe in some high-octane and burnt rubber, and enjoy
the experience of a race day from the viewing points with
a cool beverage.
Ciao for now,
John Anderson
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NEWS - speculazione

The hills (of the internet) are alive with the echoing sound of the rumour mill, singing the praises of the Alfa Romeo 6C. The rumour
started when German tuning house Pogea Racing made a Facebook post claiming that a reliable Alfa Romeo source had revealed well - very little. To quote Facebook (surely a reliable source of news): “From an absolute trustworthy and legit source we were informed that the Alfa Romeo 6C will be a part of the Alfa Romeo product line. The production is planned for early 2020 and the car
will be shown probably this or next year on some auto show. Let’s hope this is true, we know this person that is very deep into the
decisions of the management of Alfa Romeo and all he said in the past became reality.”. The rendering above is also from Pogea’s
Facebook page. Alfa Romeo have refused to confirm or deny the rumours. It does seem plausible that Alfa Romeo will release a 2
door model built on the Giorgio platform - and calling it the 6C would be consistent with the 4C, if inconsistent with the historical
use of the name to simply mean any body style of 6 cylinder Alfa Romeo. Whether Alfa Romeo will limit engine choice in the 6C to
a single, presumably 6 cylinder powerplant - presumably the same as that used in the Giulia Quadrifoglio, is, of course, unknown.
There does not seem to be any speculation pointing at a mid-engine configuration - essentially a bigger, more powerful 4C - which
would surely be far too close to Ferrari’s home turf - but who knows.
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realtà - NEWS

Substantially more concrete news has come from the US reporting season, in which FCA showed that it wasn’t doing to badly
as a US car maker - mainly because it, unlike poorly performing Ford, has largely stopped making cars and has been selling a
lot of SUVs.
Meanwhile FCA also claims spectacular success selling Alfa Romeo cars in the US. Bloomburg reports that Alfa sales volume
increased by a factor of 26 in 2017. Bloomburg also reports that the total volume in 2017 was a little over 12000 vehicles you can do the maths - that is a very low base. However, this does at least mean that Alfa Romeo has finally sold more cars in
the US in a year than it has ever done in the past - volume having peaked at a little over 8000 in 1986, before reaching 0 a
decade later. Looking at Q4 sales figures, Alfa Romeo sold 2500 Giulias vs BMWs sales of 25600 BMW 3 series sedans, leaving
Alfa Romeo a fair way to go before anyone in Munich will start seriously worrying - but also meaning that the Giulia should
continue to hold a fair amount of cachet purely for it’s rarity . In fact it seems Giulia buyers are looking for something different - dealers report that the typical US Giulia buyer very much does not want an anonymous silver car with black interior.
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WWW

Three rev-heads having fun in Giulia Quadrifoglio

Impressive AWD Stelvio and Q4 equipped Giulia on Ice

https://youtu.be/VA3W-uUyNVY

https://youtu.be/kvMvbaMbVww

Alfa Romeo Owners Club of Australia Queen
Hey folks, did you know that you DON`T have to be registered on Facebook to view the page?

It`s as simple as googling aroca qld facebook and clicking the link….. Or follow the link from the club web site!
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1920s Tinplate Alfa
Romeo P2 Model

US $1820

9000rpm Hillclimb Sud
https://youtu.be/JdLyMmbIyJI
1999 Bertone Bella
(166 based coupe)
Concept Drawing
Brochure
60 PLN

Insignia from 1973
Alfa Romeo Tourist
Rally OvadaBarcellona
EUR 250

Pebble Beach ROLEX
Tour Tote Bag Featuring ALFA 6C 2300B

US $125

nsland on Facebook

PER SEMPRE ALFA | 11

YouTube

WWW

SOCIALE

W

john anderson (until someone else volunteers)

elcome to a new year! Lots of interesting events this year.
And it's still me doing this. If you'd like to contribute to the club that you enjoy in the role of Social Convenor, let me
know on social@arocaqld.com. There's still room for you to suggest events, and there are plenty of other events that
require someone to coordinate to ensure a great experience for attendees. It's a really fun job, and you get to see
members enjoy the days that you organise.

Many thanks to all those who came to the Christmas party back in December. I've mostly heard positive feedback about the venue, food, service, and air conditioning. So we'll consider going back there again this year. If you have a better idea, please suggest it to someone on the committee (preferably me), so that we can also consider it. It's getting harder and harder to book a reasonable Christmas party venue in the second
half of the year, and definitely harder to get one that works out to $50 a head or less, so the sooner you do so, the better. The committee will
probably make a final decision by about June. Or at least, I'll be suggesting that to them at Committee meetings.
This year, we have a 'strategy' of having (at least) 3 runs to the north of Brisbane, 3 to the south, and 2 to the west, with an additional run or
two (the Night run counts as 'additional'). That should enable the vast majority of our membership the opportunity to attend at least a couple
of runs this year. See the website calendar for details. And my cousin is getting married in Cairns in May, so I'm thinking of organising a run for
Cairns-based people (or at least a lunch). If you are Cairns-based, or are willing to travel to Cairns on Sunday May 20th, let me know
(social@arocaqld.com). It'll happen only if I get some interest ASAP, because I'll have to book my flights appropriately. The Fiat club will also
join us on a few runs, giving us an opportunity to view some different Italian machinery once in a while. They're also a great bunch of people, so
that can only add to our experiences.

We also had our Night Run on Sunday, January 21st to kick off the year. This was very well attended, with 32 for dinner at Lido Italia at
Manly, which did NOT disappoint. Great Italian food for great value, and most of us were served very quickly, which was surprising given
our numbers. We also had a few newer members joining us for the first time, so welcome to them! Not everyone went on the run, but
another 6 or so Gold Coast or Tamborine-based members joined us up on the mountain. It wasn't an overly hot day, and it was refreshingly
cool up on the mountain. I wasn't planning on going up the mountain in convoy, because all I see in my rear mirror at night is headlights,
and therefore can't tell if the cars behind me are with us or otherwise. But a group just sort of happened at Manly, and everyone seemed to
metaphorically 'latch on' to the car in front. The north road up Tamborine is a different experience at night! And I got many messages of
'thank you' for organising the run the next day. I appreciated them all, and it's good to know that people appreciate the events that we put
on. Maybe we'll do it again next year.
Coming up on Sunday February 18th is the Picnic Run, organised by our IPP (Immediate Past President) Peter Mathews. Bring your picnic
goodies, chairs and drinks/coffee. We will meet at the Samford Post Office Car Park at 39 Main Street Samford at 9.30am for a 10.00am
departure. We are not stopping for morning tea, so have a pit stop before we leave, if you need to. The run will take about an hour and a
half. From Samford we will make our way to Dayboro, and then the Mount Mee Road and wind our way up the mountain. We then take a
detour on the Ocean View Road and stop at the top to enjoy the view. Back onto Mount Mee Road then to Wamuran, and eventually
through the Mt Mee township to end up at “The Gantry” D’Aguilar National Park Mt Mee for our picnic, where there is plenty of parking
and BBQ facilities for those who want to cook. Please RSVP directly to Peter Mathews on peter@workplaceedge.com.au or phone on
0408456632.
Just a reminder that if you are planning on going to Alfesta in Sydney this year (March 29 to April 2), you must book and pay by February
23rd to ensure your place. You need to book and pay with Rydges North Sydney directly (mention that it's for Alfesta, of course), and then
pay for everything else to AROCA NSW. There's also a form that they need you to complete and send to them. All the details are on our
website, so go to arocaqld.com and click on the 'More Information' link in the Alfesta box at the top of the home page. There's also a link
on the calendar entry. If you've never been to an Alfesta, it's the national gathering of Alfisti from all over Australia, and there's often even
some people from overseas. So you'll not only be meeting with them, but seeing Alfas that you don't normally see (including some quite
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rare ones at times). There's a show and shine, an observation run, a drive, and this year a harbour cruise. It's always an event at which
memories and friendships are made.
On Sunday March 18th, I'm organising a run starting in Toowoomba, and looping around to come back to Toowoomba for lunch. I haven't
quite finalised it (because I want to talk to some local members for advice), but the course I put together looks good on Google Streetview.
More details next mag, and in email.
A new year’s reminder to check your contact details are up to date - both to receive the club magazine (by snail mail as well as email, by
default ) and to receive other important club notices and updates which are sent by email only. It's particularly important for Social events,
for which we occasionally have to send out time-dependent emails. It's best to give a personal address, rather than a work one - as long as
you check it regularly! If you have recently changed your email address, or aren’t receiving club emails to an appropriate email address
contact Col on membership@arocaqld.com, or you can update your email address online by going to the website and clicking on

When you receive your renewal form in your July mag, check the information on it, and make corrections as needed before sending it in.
See you at the next event!
JA
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COMPETIZIONE

mark jackson

Obviously at this stage of the year there are no competition events to report on,
but a few of us have already been active by attending a training day at Morgan
Park learning how to be flaggies, marshalling officials, etc. It was a fun day and
it’s good to feel we’re giving something back to the sport we enjoy.
The competition year kicks off on Sunday February 4th with a T124 Italian Challenge Sprint Round at Queensland Raceway. Unfortunately, this event will have
already have been run by the time you receive the magazine, but there will be a
report next month.
The second event in February is a Supersprint at Morgan Park, Warwick on the
24th and 25th - This consists of 6 to 8 timed 3 or 4 lap runs of one of the various
Morgan Park configurations. Pre-registration is mandatory for this series, but
spectators are always welcome.

The 2018 calendar is on the website but here’s a brief overview –
Italian Challenge SPRINT Series Dates 2018:
4th February – Ipswich Open Sprint Round 1
14th April – Lakeside Open Sprint Round 2
14th July – Ipswich Open Sprint Round 3
26th August – Ipswich Street Sprint Round 4
3rd November – Lakeside Street Sprint Round 5
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Italian Challenge RACE Series Dates 2018:
5/6th May – Ipswich Race 1
2/3rd June – Lakeside Race 2
28/29th July – BONUS ROUND – Wakefield Park NSW
29/30th September – The Festival of Italian Motorsport (FOIM)
including Race 3 & regularity – Lakeside
17/18th November – Lakeside Race 4

Supersprint Series, Morgan Park:
24/25th February – Round 1
12/13th May – Round 2
16/17th June – Round 3
1/2nd September – Round 4
For more details on any of these events contact the AROCA Competition Secretary at competition@arocaqld.com or 0413122839
See you at the track
Mark Jackson
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Visiting Putty, NSW

FROM HOBART WITH LOVE
We had been looking for an Alfa 105 for some time and were finding it difficult to
source a vehicle available in an acceptable/desirable condition. I was at the
Sandown Historic Races in November 2013 pit crewing for a Hobart mate of mine
racing his Holden Special. In conversation with him one of my mates told me knew
where there was a "beauty" residing in Hobart. Some months went by and then out
of the blue I received a phone call while having Easter lunch in Brisbane. Pictures of
the said Alfa appeared on my phone with a message "If you don't buy it I will!" Of
course we did as requested and bought the car sight unseen.
The car remained in Hobart until we went down to celebrate a belated 40th wedding anniversary at the end of that year. We took the opportunity to have a huge
catch-up with a host of old Hobart friends. In early January 2014 we drove the car
to Devonport and put ourselves on the boat to Melbourne. The guys on the boat
were fantastic putting the car in a safe position out of harm's way. We then had a
fantastic road trip starting with an overnight stop in Canberra staying at the newly

danny & barbara newland

refurbished historic hotel the Kurrajong. Whilst there we met up with an Alfa
"officianado" for coffee. We did some great sightseeing and after a couple of night's
stay we travelled on to visit family in Putty, NSW. Off again for an overnight stay at
Glen Innes and on to Brisbane. We had had a perfect run road and weather-wise
until entering Queensland where the weather turned hot and the traffic turned
ugly.
The car performed perfectly and we got many "thumbs up" along the way until we
parked the car in a lock-up in Redcliffe - it's new home until our refurbished home
was ready to move into. We relocated to Scarborough in December 2016 and the
Alfa finally had a proper home. During to course of the refurb we would visit Scarborough from the Northern Territory on a regular basis and this gave us an excuse
to take the Alfa for a run, which we enjoyed greatly.
The car has been fantastic and the Alfa days out have been greatly enjoyed but we
do find the car a bit tiring in the Queensland hot weather.

In Canberra
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CLASSIC ADELAIDE

story page 20
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john coleman

photos courtesy of adelaidemotorsportfestival.com.au unless otherwise noted
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I have had a passion for classic Alfas for about 10 years & thus decided to stop
entering Alfa club events in my Type R Honda, & to switch to my new love, an
Alfetta. Three Alfettas later & having competed in several Targa Tasmania
events, I was on the lookout for other Tarmac Rally's where you can enjoy driving your Alfa in relatively safe conditions on closed country roads. Early 2017 I
discovered such an event (at a quarter the cost of Targa Tas) The more I found
out the better it looked. 31 closed road stages over 3 days.
Most stages were highly challenging, 2.5 to 4 km long, twisty, narrow, with
some hairpin bends so tight only 1st gear would drag you up the steep inclines.
THE CAR:
But there was much to do... My 1983 GTV (a top track car) was needing thorough & careful preparation to make it suited to the forthcoming rally. My favoured workshop AUTOMOTION at Ennogera was contacted . A detailed list of
over 20 improvements & modifications were done by Cameron Wright over a
period of 8 weeks. The car's preparation far exceeded my expectations . Many
thanks to Automotion for such a top job!
During this process Cameron decided to join me as Navigator ( 1st time as a
Nav)

cameron,, some photo-bomber named craig, and j

THE DRIVE TO SA :
By end Oct 2017 everything was ready to go .. Car / Driver / Nav / Documentation/ and a planned route from Byron Bay to Adelaide towing the GTV with a
camper van.
My wife & I had not been to Adelaide together so combined the trip over,
(following the Murray river,) with several days around the wine regions of Adelaide.
If you haven't been to Echuca, Victoria, it's a fabulous way to connect with early
Australian history ,150 yr old steam Paddle Wheel boats. Ghost stories, & of
course the great Murray River with its fantastic history, past & present..
THE ARRIVAL:
We arrived in Adelaide 5 days before the rally to settle in and, with a rental car,
set out to get a visual on some of the 31 upcoming rally stages. Wow , I could
hardly sleep with the excitement, thinking we are finally here... 2,300 km drive
over, all the car preparation & with Cameron to share in the fun, as Navigator.
There were 739 cars involved boasting 132,856 combined H.P. Ten categories
made up a field of 270 cars in the rally, with 470 cars, Including Supercars,
(Ferrari FXX) Formula one cars, & historic motorbikes making up the exhibits at
Victoria Park raceway. Many of these cars & bikes completed laps around the
race circuit whilst the 270 Rally entrants headed to the Adelaide Hills each day
to test their & their car's limits.

car and navigator ready to go - photo provided by a

DAY ONE :
With pulses racing, on 7th Dec we were flagged off in procession, 30 seconds
apart, from Victoria Park & headed 20 odd Kms to stage one.
We arrived to a long queue of 60 plus cars, all held up, as a very new Ferrari had
crashed early on the 1st stage. With the many, once expensive Ferrari panels
cleared, an hour later we were lining up for our 1st stage run. It had been raining so the road was greasy, & tyres green & cold. Stage one, Stone Hut, had long
sweeping, well cambered corners which suited the GTV's strong point, Handling... , I could feel the fantastic grip provided by our Yokohama AO 50 tyres.
Boy are they fabulous!
The 3km run felt like 1.5kms and we finished stage one, in our car number 230,
in 7th out of 14 in the Classic Challenge Category.

the competition: 400hp german frog - photo provide
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john at the driver’s briefing - photo provided by author

author

Our Category was speed limited to 130km/hr & every car was monitored by gps to ensure compliance. Following stage 3 (again a 7th ) we
pulled over to discover the rear tyres had been getting shredded by
the sharp lip on the guards.
Sadly this ended day one for us as a proper fix to the guards could not
be done on the roadside. We were weighing in at approx 1,400 kilos
with car at 1,200 + driver /Nav, spare wheel, jack & tool kit, so the car
settled about 20mm lower, just enough to create the problem..

DAY TWO :
Car sorted & one tyre replaced, we were back for the early day 2 start..
The first 2 stages were held at Mallala racetrack, some 70kms out of
Adelaide.
A 75 metre long figure 8 gymkhana was prepared in a space alongside
the race circuit.
Although we had little local roads knowledge, we decided not to use
the $300 pace notes .. This 1st stage on day 2 took away any advantage that local knowledge or pace notes would give our competitors..... Cameron & I nervously watched on as cars drifted, understeered & oversteered their way around the tight figure 8. Our turn
arrived and the Alfa was fantastic, finishing in 5th, out of not just our
category, but the entire classic group of 45 cars!! & only 0.9 of one
second behind the fastest classic car, a 400+ hp Porsche.
The rest of the day we were getting placings of 5th to 8th. Cameron
did a fantastic job navigating without pace notes, using some photo
copied maps combined with his own race craft & daring...
I don't know about other drivers, but I get so pumped that sleeping at
night is minimal during a rally... No matter, as I felt ready to go on day
3.

DAY THREE :
Eleven more stages ahead of us, we were getting in the groove & really
enjoying the roads, fine weather & the fabulous GTV 3.0 litre...
We finished all 11 stages placing as high as 6th on two stages. We realised, that on these complex roads, pace notes would have improved
our times by about 2 seconds per kilometre and placed us around 4th
or 5th on most stages. It was certainly a greater challenge driving each
stage not knowing the corners ahead, much like having a spirited drive
on an unknown country road... only much faster!!
THE FINISH :
There is a special connection between Car, Navigator & Driver that can
only be fully understood once experienced... We experienced that
connection...
Thanks Cameron for the amazing car you prepared for us, & thanks to
Alfa Romeo for producing a great drivers car... still capable of being a
reliable, fun & competitive car 34 years on...

Special Thanks to fellow Alfisti buddies Alan Broadhurst & Serge Oberhauser for loaning us some essential parts .

ed by author
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old roof still in place. dash removed.

dash restored. ready for new roof.

phil’s spider

PHIL’S SPIDER
Having owned a Fiat 124 Sport CC in my 20's, an 1985 Alfa GTV 2000 in my 30's
and an Alfa 147 Monza until recently, I was left without a car after having an
accident in the 147 which left it fatally wounded. I decided it was time in my life
to look around to see what was on offer and I’ve loved Alfa spiders since an
early age. The issue with these cars when I was young was that they were simply
unaffordable, no matter what condition the car was in.
The search proved reasonably easy - I located the car in Carina, Brisbane on
Gumtree and decided to go have a look. The car on first inspection revealed
many issues and I decided to go home and research costs and arrive at a realistic offer. Some of the problems I discovered were:
The cloth roof was no good
The rubber rear spoiler was no good
The boot lid was bent
The tyres were no good
The wheels had been painted with silver frost
The quarter glass levers were in the glove box
The dash was faded
It ran a little rough
Many other cosmetic issues were present

new roof fitted

I wasn’t expecting to see something in concourse condition, but
for the money being asked it certainly was over priced. The paint
work on the car was in good shape and I looked all over for rust and found none.
I have had experience with these sorts of cars in the past and kind of knew what
to look for and the structure was good and the bodywork, I could see, had a lot
of potential.
It was some weeks later, after researching costs for repair and replacement .
that I made a follow-up visit. I really wasn’t sure I would buy the car. However,
seller was reasonable enough to consider a fair offer and the car found its way
into my garage.

I have since made the following changes:
A new roof - I did that myself. It took about 3 solid days I’d say to get it right and
never having done this before, it was reasonably difficult. I also bought a roof
cover (bikini).
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damaged panels

HOSPITAL

phil shanks

damage removed

Bumpers, dash and electrics - I painted the bumpers and also pulled the whole dash out
to be repainted. The gauges were cleaned and wiring issues fixed. The electric windows
didn’t work so I pulled the motors and cable out and took the motors to bits, cleaned
them and made them work again.
Wheels brakes and tyres - I stripped and repainted the mags myself and replaced the
centre caps and wheel nuts. The disc brake rotors were machined and front wheel
bearings replaced. I also replaced the read right hand axial seal as it leaked.
I’ve Fitted a Zender spoiler kit
The right and left rear brake light assemblies were replaced as one was broken - thanks
to the Bulletin board and someone in the USA for sending me these (wasn’t cheap).
The radiator was pulled apart and cleaned. All fluids in engine, gear box and diff replaced along with various seals and gaskets. A new primary fuel pump and in-tank
pump were fitted. The in-tank pump was not even on the car and could explain why it
ran poorly up hill on a low fuel tank. I also replaced the exhaust manifold as the original
one was snapped in half and Someone had glued and taped it together!

replacement panels fitted

Most recently I cut out the front spoiler which was badly damaged and welded in a
replacement set of 3 panels and prepared it ready for paint. One of the Alfa club members I met on the Bulletin board has offered to sell me a second hand boot lid. As of
writing, teh car is pretty much done once I have the replacement boot lid and have it
and the front spoiler painted. I bought the car in April 2017 and have spent most weekends and afternoons tinkering on it. I’m really enjoying working on an older car again as
now I have the time and can afford the parts which in my younger years were not easy
to obtain.
Most of the parts I have bought are from Classic Alfa and I have also bought parts from
Alfaholics. Both companies I have found most helpful and service faultless.
I have put the car on Historic rego as I want to see how that goes, due to the fact that
this isn’t a daily driver.
I also ride a 1996 Cagiva Mito 125 Evo which is a bike I’ve have for about 20 years and
restored twice. It was, at time of writing, in being tuned as it had been eating spark
plugs for breakfast!

ready for paint
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MID-WEEK DRIVE INVITATION

tony nelson

Registered Mid-Week Drivers have already had the initial invitation to the next
Mid-Week Drive, which is Wednesday 28th February.
This note is just in case other members wish to receive Mid-Week Drive email
invitations.
To receive the invitations, you need to go to the club website, click on Calendar,
go down to Mid-Week Drives and follow the links to register.
Registering certainly does not mean that you have to attend every event. However, good manners are always appreciated, when not wishing to attend with an
apology email.
There are members registered for Mid-Week Drives, who have never attended
an event since drives started in 2012.
109 members are registered to receive invitations, so if they all accepted, it
would cause many traffic jams and the country cafes visited, would not be able
to handle such numbers.
Some members now volunteer to create Mid-Week Drives when Tony Nelson is
away spending his children's inheritance and in fact in the February Mid-Week
Drive, Cynthia and Doug Earl are going to lead our group from Tamborine to our
cafe location, as they previously have taken Mid-Week Drivers to this cafe via a
different route, when Tony was absent.
Drive start location and time is included in each email invitation, but (despite
the promise of 5:30am starts on the website) typically start at around 6:30am.
Most drives are 1 1/2 to 2 hours. However, the country location is usually only
an hour by a direct route back to Brisbane, if working members can have a bit
later start, after avoiding peak-hour.
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glenys and rod silver

A CHRISTMAS MATTA
Every year Rod and I make a ‘gingerbread
creation’. This year we made an Alfa Matta.
Our inspiration is at right and the finished
product below.
Oreo biscuits made perfect wheels. It did
taste as good as it looked.

For members unfamiliar with the Matta: It
was a “Jeep-like” 4WD built by Alfa Romeo
from 1952..1954, primarily for military use.
Equipped with a 1900cc DOHC alloy head,
iron block, dry sump engine it was a little
more technically sophisticated than might
have been wise for military use. Matta
means Joker or crazy in Italian... - ed.
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07 3855 1644

Selespeed Specialist
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Brisbane’s Mobile Alfa Romeo Specialist
Full range of Mobile services on modern and classic Alfa Romeos
Log Book Servicing I Repairs I Diagnostics I Electrical repairs
27 years’ experience factory trained technician
High Quality service and repairs at an affordable price
PH: 0405327251 david@dmmmobilemechanic.com.au www.dmmmobilemechanic.com.au
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CLUB NIGHT

graham bredhauer

Buongiorno, fellow Alfa enthusiasts. My name is Graham Bredhauer and I am
the club's new Club Night Coordinator.
Not sure what they were thinking considering how little I know about Alfas?
Sure I have been a car nut all my life. One of the earliest photos of me, (not
sure I was even old enough to walk), saw me sitting on my mother's old pedal
powered Singer sewing machine, using the wheel on it as a steering wheel.
But I am afraid I have to confess, Alfa's never really interested me. That was
until about 10 years ago when I was driving along the Magic Mile at
Moorooka and this beautiful red GT caught my eye. It was love at first sight
and then when I took it for a test drive, WOW, I was hooked, line and sinkered!!! I was lucky to have my wife Narelle with me to bargain the price
down because when the car sales man saw the smile on my face after the
test drive he knew he had me at any price. So that was the start of my continued love affair with the Alfa GT. So much so that when it was time to upgrade
8 years later, I swapped my 2005 red GT for a 2010 red GT, which is when I
first met John Ryan from the club. John took the 2005 GT that I was selling for
a test drive and he came out of it with the same smile that I had first found 8
years earlier. It was then that I decided to join the AROCA, as I thought it
would be good to be around other people with similar smiles on their faces.
After all it is hard to be grumpy and smile at the same time. It turns out that
this was a good call as everyone in the club has been so friendly and welcoming. If only I could work out the numbering system so I could talk the same
language, (how did we go from 147 to 156? What happened to all the numbers in between? Is there a secret Alfa Enigma machine that I don't know
about?).
One of the good guys in the club is Bernie Campbell, who is always there to
help anyone he can. I think you would all agree that Bernie has done a fantastic job as Club Night Coordinator, not to mention all the other ways Bernie
has contributed to the club over the years. Thank you so much Bernie! You
have certainly left me with some big shoes to fill. So though my new role
seems a bit daunting at the moment, (arranging Alfa related club meetings
without knowing anything about any Alfa that is not a GT and not having
access to the Alfa Enigma machine), I am confident that with the support of
you all we will make it work. And if it turns out that nothing goes to plan, at
least we all have Alfas to put those smiles back on our faces.
So now to get down to the real business. The first Club Night for the year is
on February 14th is NOT at Shannon's, but at Andrew Wilson's place. If you
went to February Club Night last year, you'll know where to go and how
good it was. Club member Andrew Wilson has generously invited the Club
to hold our February meeting at his house to view his collection of 101 and
105 Alfas plus other automotive memorabilia.
The Club will provide a sausage sizzle and drinks for the night. There will also
be vegetarian sausages available. Please assemble from 6.00 pm and the
food will be served from 6.30 pm. The address is 379 Savages Road,
Brookfield. Hope to see you all there!
Ciao
Graham
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colin densley

MEMBRI

Benvenuti a tutti
As probably all the other committee reports have said…I hope you had a
wonderful Christmas break and will have a positive 2018.
Speaking of positive – I will have the GTV back in time for the first sprint/
regularity on the 4th February.
Over the break we did our regular house sitting in Toowoomba while my
daughter and family did a short road trip to Airlie Beach. We find it relaxing to get out of our every day environment, and Toowoomba is a nice
place to visit.
Also, my computer decided to pack it in on Christmas eve. I took it to a
repairer who suggested to upgrade to a new one. Apparently, you need
more than 2GB RAM to run Windows 10 and other applications at one
time successfully. Since the computer was at least 7 years old, I hunted
around for one with 8GB and a 2TB hard drive and an upgraded chip. So I
am back in business.
As you can see, there is nothing Alfa to report, so Welcome to new Members this month:

Dave Sheedy & Caley Williams with their 2017 White Giulia Super.
And Nikki Searby and her Red 2006 Red 147 Selespeed.
Ciao
Colin

A NOTE OF APPRECIATION FROM FOUNDING MEMBERS ROBERT & SHIRLEY GRANT
In Grateful Recognition...
Opening words from the plaque we were presented with at the Christmas
Party. Being surprised on the day, by the appreciation for our contributions over the years, I could only manage a few words.
Later, this award reminded us of the past, staying in the club, enjoying
the pleasant company, and over time meeting many, many new members
with the same spirit. Possibly more forgotten than remembered, until
someone says, who owned that white Alfetta with the green stripe, or
that red Sud Sprint.

Alfas we have owned, 1973 1600 Junior, 1982 Giulietta, 1985 33 Quattro,
1963 2600 Sedan, 2009 MiTo.
Appreciation and recognition comes from members enjoying what you
have done.

We say Thank You to the Club and whoever
Robert and Shirley
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Visit New Zealand’s most spectacular places in a car you know you will enjoy. Here at GT Classic car hire NZ we
can tailor our classic car hire to your needs. Please visit our website for more information.
Discounts offered to AROC members worldwide.
www.gtclassiccarhire.co.nz
https://www.facebook.com/gtclassiccarhire.co.nz/
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EVENTI
FEBRUARY 2018
Sat 3
Sun 4
Wed 14
Sun 18
Sat 24
Sun 25
Sun 25
Wed 28

Brisbane Cars and Coffee - Turbo St Coorparoo
T124 Italian Challenge Sprint Series Round 1 - QR, Willowbank
Member's Club Night - Brookfield
Picnic run - D’Aguilar National Park
Supersprint B Series Round 1 Day 1 - Morgan Park Warwick
2018 Qld Motor Sport Expo - Norwell
Supersprint B Series Round 1 Day 2 - Morgan Park Warwick
March Magazine Publishing Deadline

MARCH 2018
Sat 3
Wed 14
Sun 18
Wed 28
Thu 29
Fri 30
Sat 31

Alfesta - Day 3 - Sydney - New South Wales
Alfesta - Day 4 - Sydney - New South Wales
Members' Club Night - 123 Breakfast Creek Rd Newstead
T124 Italian Challenge Sprint Series Round 2 - Lakeside Raceway, Dakabin
Dinner night and new members' welcome - TBA
May Magazine Publishing Deadline - -Beaudesert Rotary Observation Run - Beaudesert and Environs

T124 Italian Challenge Race Series Round 1 Day 1 - QR, Willowbank
T124 Italian Challenge Race Series Round 1 Day 2 - QR, Willowbank
Members' Club Night - Shannons, West End
Supersprint B Series Round 2 Day 1 - Morgan Park Warwick
Spicer's Gap run - Willowbank to Spicer's Gap
Supersprint B Series Round 2 Day 2 - Morgan Park Warwick
David Hack Classic 2018 - Spitfire Street, Toowoomba Airport, Toowoomba
The Sports and Classic Car Festival - AKA Mac's Bridge - Belmont Rifle Range

JUNE 2018
Sat 2
Sun 3
Wed 13
Sat 16
Sun 17
Sun 17
Wed 27

Wed 14 Feb - Club night at Andrew Wilson’s - Brookfield - See Club Night column for details

For the latest updates on these and
other events see the club website
www.arocaqld.com

MAY 2018
Sat 5
Sun 6
Wed 9
Sat 12
Sun 13
Sun 13
Sun 20
Sun 27

Sun 4 Feb - First Competition Event for
2018 - See Competizione column for
details

Sun 18 Feb - Picnic Run. See Sociale column for details.

Brisbane Cars and Coffee - Turbo St Coorparoo
Members' Club Night - Shannons, West End
Toowoomba Range run - Toowoomba and environs
April Magazine Publishing Deadline
Alfesta - Welcome - Sydney - New South Wales
Alfesta - Day 1 - Sydney - New South Wales
Alfesta - Day 2 - Sydney - New South Wales

APRIL 2018
Sun 1
Mon 2
Wed 11
Sat 14
Thu 19
Wed 25
Sun 29

UPCOMING EVENTS

T124 Italian Challenge Race Series Round 2 Day 1 - Lakeside Raceway, Dakabin
T124 Italian Challenge Race Series Round 2 Day 2 - Lakeside Raceway, Dakabin
Member's Club Night - Shannons, West End
Supersprint B Series Round 3 Day 1 - Morgan Park Warwick
Club Birthday Run - TBA
Supersprint B Series Round 3 Day 2 - Morgan Park Warwick
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JULY 2018
Wed 11
Sat 14
Sun 22
Wed 25
Sat 28
Sun 29

Members' Club Night - Shannons, West End
T124 Italian Challenge Sprint Series Round 3 - Queensland Raceway, Willowbank
Numinbah Valley run - TBA
August Magazine Publishing Deadline - -T124 Italian Challenge Race Series Bonus Round Day 1 - Wakefield Park Goulburn NSW
T124 Italian Challenge Race Series Bonus Round Day 2 - Wakefield Park Goulburn NSW

AUGUST 2018
Wed 8
Sun 12
Sun 26
Sun 26
Wed 29

Members' Club Night - Shannons, West End
Bellthorpe Range Run - Caboolture to Palmwoods
T124 Italian Challenge Sprint Series Round 4 - Queensland Raceway, Willowbank
A Day in the Country Charity Day - Peak's Crossing
September Magazine Publishing Deadline - --

SEPTEMBER 2018
Sat 1
Sun 2
Wed 12
Sun 16
Wed 26
Sat 29
Sat 29

Supersprint B Series Round 4 Day 1 - Morgan Park Warwick
Supersprint B Series Round 4 Day 2 - Morgan Park Warwick
Club Night (AGM) - Shannon's, West End
Run to the Barn - Redbank to Flagstaff Creek
October Magazine Publishing Deadline - -T124 FOIM Regularity - Lakeside Raceway, Dakabin
T124 Italian Challenge Race Series Round 3 Day 1 - Lakeside Raceway, Dakabin

OCTOBER 2018
Sun 7
Wed 10
Wed 10
Fri 12
Sat 13
Sun 14
Sun 21
Wed 31

Festitalia 2018 - Spencer Park, Newmarket
Alfa-Fiat Bocce Challenge - Bocce Courts, Newmarket
Bocce Challenge Bocce Club, adjacent to Spencer Park, Newmarket
Stanthorpe Weekend Away Day 1 - Stanthorpe
Stanthorpe Weekend Away Day 2 - Stanthorpe
Stanthorpe Weekend Away Day 3 - Stanthorpe
JH Classics Day - JH Classics, Yatala
November Magazine Publishing Deadline - --

NOVEMBER 2018
Sat 3
Sun 11
Wed 14
Sat 17
Sun 18

T124 Italian Challenge Sprint Series Round 5 - Lakeside Raceway, Dakabin
Gold Coast Hinterland Run - Gold Coast Hinterland
Members' Club Night - Shannons, West End
T124 Italian Challenge Race Series Round 4 Day 1 - Lakeside Raceway, Dakabin
T124 Italian Challenge Race Series Round 4 Day 2 - Lakeside Raceway, Dakabin

DECEMBER 2018
Sun 2
Mon 3
Wed 5

2018 AROCA Christmas party - TBA
Committee Meeting - TBA
December Magazine Publishing Deadline - --
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CLASSIFICATO
The Classifieds sections of the Club magazine and
Club website provide the opportunity to seek, sell or
swap Alfa Romeo related items. This is a free service
to both members and non-members, provided the
classified is of a non-commercial nature.
Classifieds selling or seeking services are not accepted. Please contact the Committee Member responsible for magazine advertising
(advertising@arocaqld.com) to place these type of
notices in the Club magazine.
To submit a new classified, visit the Club website
(www.arocaqld.com), click on the “Classifieds” menu
button and select “Submit an Advert” from the dropdown list. Complete the online form, making sure
you fill in all the mandatory fields.
Your classified can be up to 6,500 characters long
and you may also upload one digital image. The
image must be in .JPG format and be less than 1Mb
in size. Please check the spelling and punctuation of
your classified before clicking on the “Submit”
button.
If you experience any problems submitting your
classified online, please contact the Classifieds Editor
(Phone: 0403 878 749 or email: classifieds@arocaqld.com). A classified will remain listed
for three months unless the classified owner requests otherwise.
To request a change to an existing classified or to
cancel an existing classified, visit the Club website
(www.arocaqld.com), click on the “Classifieds” menu
button and select “Change/Cancel Advert” from the
drop-down list. Complete and submit the online
form.
Advertisements may be edited or removed from the
magazine or website at any time by the Club.

Wanted Club Race Car
Looking for a club race car for this season for
my son to campaign. No real preferences so
let me know what you've got sitting in the
shed and how much you'd like for it. Would
need to be ready to race or not far from it as I
don't have much time for prep. | $Negotiable
| Contact: George, 0416067224,
george.brook@commsecservices.com.au
(Expires: Apr 7)
Wanted 17" Rims for Alfa 156
Anyone in the Brisbane area got a decent set
of 17" rims suitable for a 156 for sale? | $Negotiable | Contact: Barry, 0405721613, onthespotalfa@iinet.net.au (Expires: Mar 30)
Wanted GTV 916 Part
Wanted one left hand dash bolt cover. It's the
small 1"x1" approx. plug that resides in the
dash near the windscreen. Must be in good
condition. | $Negotiable | Contact: Michael,
0410395456, plantm@iinet.net.au (Expires:
Feb 5)
Wanted 105 Series Coupe
Looking for a 1966-1975 105 Series. Open to
any condition but preferable a complete car
for a restoration. | $Negotiable | Contact:
David, 0402311224, david_gallo86@hotmail.com (Expires: Jan 27)
For Sale 156 Dash Mat [View Photo]
Shevron Brand, grey "Dash Mate" for 156.
(Photo indicative only) | Free | Contact: Clare,
0413838417, clare.cappa@gmail.com
(Expires: Apr 25)

AROCA (QLD) takes no responsibility for the contents
of any advertisement nor any statements implied or
expressed by advertisers.
Under Queensland law, registered vehicles offered
for sale must have a current and valid Safety Certificate available for perusal by prospective purchasers
from the time the vehicle is offered for sale. Failure
to do so may result in prosecution by State authorities. No classifieds will be published if they include
"RWC/Safety Certificate on sale" or similar statements.

For Sale 2005 156 Sport Wagon Ti 2L
194,000klm. Registered. New tyres and front
brakes. All original. | $Reasonable Offers |
Contact: Robert J., 0428989740, boblinnane@gmail.com (Expires: Apr 21)
For Sale 156 Sedan - 2000 model
Quick sale. New tyres. Unregistered, silver,
black leather seats, 4door. 4 cylinder. Auto.
Nice looking duco, great little car. All original
in and out. Located Bundaberg area. | $2,300
| Contact: Stuart, 0457181400, stueynme@gmail.com (Expires: Apr 5)
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For Sale Giulietta QV [View Photo]
2011 Giulietta QV 72XXXkm. Just had full svc
incl timing belt and pump. 6sp manual with
almost perfect white ext, full glass roof and
black interior. Integrated TomTom GPS and all
the usual goodies these came with. Only selling
to go travelling, I'll be looking for another
when I return. | $16,000 ONO | Contact: Adam, 0438 980 259,
ahunter@oceanicshipping.com.au (Expires:
Apr 1)

For Sale Alfa 166 V6
126,000kms great condition | $3,300 | Contact: Michael, 0412087196, michael@ttarchitects.com.au (Expires: Mar 2)
For Sale Alfa Romeo 159 1.9 JTD 2008 Turbo
Diesel [View Photo]
Excellent condition. 145,000kms. Very efficient
fuel consumption, lady owner, always garaged
and serviced, sun roof, a real joy to drive! Reluctantly selling due to travelling overseas. |
$11,000 O.N.O. | Contact: Michelle, 0433 566
565, michelle@lifexcells.com (Expires: Feb 28)

For Sale 2005 Alfa Romeo 156 Wagon [View
Photo]
Great car - just time to get a more job-suited
vehicle. Silver duco, 186,711 kms on the clock.
Body totally detailed to immaculate, including
new authentic badges. All services done as due
and up to date Service Log Book. Safety Certificate and Rego current to 29/5/2018. Located
at Peregian Springs | $3,400 | Contact: Stella,
0402 051 216, stellastar_1@hotmail.com
(Expires: Feb 27)

For Sale 2004 Alfa JTS Spider 2.0L [View Photo]
Great car, owned for 5 years, 170,000 km, has
had convertible roof replaced. Selling as the
car is no longer appropriate for my job. This car
has been well maintained and recently registered for 6 months. (preferred contact via
email) | $7,750 | Contact: Adam, 0459489512,
adamwright812@gmail.com (Expires: Feb 17)

For Sale Alfa 147 - Parting Out - Free [View
Photo]
This car was a barn find. Previous owner purchased a reconditioned engine for $1,600 and
fitted it, only to have bottom end let go! Now
offered to AROCA Club members for parts (I
bought it just for the off-side sun visor!). Car is
very straight and even has a set of original Alfa
roof racks. Club members are welcome to take
what parts they need for free, although if you
find something useful, a donation of beer to
my fridge will be appreciated. | $Free to AROCA members | Contact: Stuart, 0404 958 433,
(Expires: Feb 13)

For Sale Alfa 75 3.0 1989 5sp manual [View
Photo]
This car is in excellent condition. It has been
my daily driver and has been serviced regularly
by Richard Anderson of Avanti and more recently by Automotion. Over the past twenty
years it’s owners have been Rowan Jackson,
Lindsay Granger, Michael Lew and myself. Registered with current Safety Certificate supplied.
Thorneside QLD. | $16,500 | Contact: Martin,
0438186820, martin@teamrace.com.au
(Expires: Feb 13)

For Sale Alfa GT Twin Spark [View Photo]
2009 Alfa GT 2 litre twin spark, red with tan
leather trim. 52000klms, full service history in
immaculate condition. Excellent tyres and just
had a service. | $10,000 ono (reduced!) | Contact: Paul, 0411 592 175 or 07 5524 2203,
bearyoungie2@aapt.net.au (Expires: Feb 15)
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For Sale Alfa 159 JTD
2009 model, 96,700kms.Black immaculate
original leather interior, sunroof. All original
dash board and works perfectly. Maintenance
work completed - water pump, injectors and
rockers, timing, tensioner and idler pulleys
belts, aircon and major service all done recently and workmanship all under mechanical warranty. Wheels recently restored and repainted
in original Alfa colour. Drives like a dream. 6
months QLD Rego. | $13,500 ONO | Contact:
William, 0435017771, Wsco963@gmail.com
(Expires: Feb 12)

FINALE

Even rednecks are turning green -but it’s going to be pretty hard to get into with the doors welded shut. Probably can’t jump broken bridges - but can hide behind Boss Hogg.

directile dysfunction –noun
a. The inability to read a map, often caused by overuse of satnav.
b. When the satnav gets it wrong.
c. The sudden, if not unexpected, cessation of (anatomically possible) instructions when the driver suggests the navigator may be lost.
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