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EDITORIALE

darryl green

elcome to 2017. Although, if your
year has started the way mine has, it probably
doesn't seem so new and shiny any more.
What is still relatively shiny and new is the engine that was finally installed in the 159 in mid
November. Some of you might recall the
wagon's unfortunate failure to proceed at FOIM
last year and the remarkably simple procurement of a brand new replacement engine - and
the less straightforward process of obtaining a
flywheel that was a little less fragile than the
original dual mass unit.
Both engine and the bespoke flywheel/clutch
performed well on a shakedown drive / weekend on the Sunshine Coast in November, which
unfortunately also revealed that the air conditioning compressor was in the process of failing. So that was replaced before we braved the
run up to Mackay over Christmas.
The Mackay run went well enough that we
tempted fate with another visit to Lakeside for
Happy Laps in January, and even dared to rely
on the 159 to not only survive that but to lead a
run over Mount Mee afterwards. As it transpired the whole day went smoothly (I was going to say it was uneventful, but we had far too
much fun to call it that).
The only other Alfa activity at Chez Green in
January was having a serious if belated spring
clean - which mainly served to reveal just how
many parts of an Alfetta one can lose in a
"project" spanning a decade (and a flood). It
also meant I further tested the 159's wading
ability on the way to and at the tip (Chandler
Waste Transfer Station) which received something like 70mm of rain the afternoon I picked
to go there. This meant the creek crossing at
Finch Hatton Gorge near Mackay, in the picture
on this page, was nothing compared to the
standing water on Tilley Road. You will just
have to believe me - no photos - visibility was
not good.
So while I’ve had a break, the 159 certainly hasn’t, having clocked up almost 5000km on the
new engine already. While a fair chunk of that
was up and down the the Bruce (I hesitate to
call it a highway) the remainder was largely on
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far more interesting roads. So I thought I’d share
some of the perhaps lesser known highlights from
those (I’ll spare you directions to the tip):
Mt Ossa to Finch Hatton Gorge: Turn off the Bruce
Highway at Mount Ossa (between Mackay and
Proserpine) onto Mirani Mount Ossa Road to
Dows Creek then take Langdon Lumbarra Road to
Gargett. Then right onto Mackay Eungella Road
across Cattle Creek, right again to re-cross Cattle
Creek on Owens Loop Road before turning left to
follow Gorge road to Finch Hatton Gorge. Sample
the great vegan food (I’m not even remotely vegan, but trust me, it is good) at Ulysses Garden
Cafe to fuel up for a walk up to the first rock pool
(easy) for a swim. Take the direct route back to
Mackay - just follow the Mackay Eungella Road
unless you really really enjoyed the twisty bits on
the way out!
Yandina to Nambour via Wappa Falls / Wappa
Dam Road: Well, this one is easy - just follow the
road. Stop at the dam if you like (it’s a dam, it has
picnic facilities but not much else) or the rock pool
(turn right down Pump Station Road just before
you get to the dam coming from from Yandina).
Did I mention that just after the dam there is a
change of surface? Be prepared for about 2km of
dirt road and don’t take this route in poor weather. Do take it if you want to replace a boring 10
minutes down the highway with twice that (or a
bit more) of scenic and interesting drive. And if
you turn right at Nambour you can continue onto/
via the well known route 23 tourist drive through
Montville etc. Which is why we elected not to stop
for a picnic at the dam - Le Relais Bressan was
beckoning.
If you have a favourite drive, perhaps you would
like to share it with your fellow Alfisti via the magazine? Or if you have done something more interesting and Alfa related than clearing out the shed
(or maybe you found something really interesting
while doing so) please let us know. Yes, that was
another request (plea?) for contributions. Please
keep them coming.
Ciao
Darryl.
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PRESIDENTE

john anderson

"Alfa Romeo is more than a mere car factory. Its products are something more than
conventionally built automobiles. It's a kind of fever, this enthusiasm for a means of
transport. It's a way of life, a very particular conception of the motor vehicle. Some-

A

aannnndddd... We're back!
I hope everyone had a pleasant Christmas, and are now looking forward to enjoying
your Alfas in 2017!

My start to the year was less pleasant. About 1am on New Year's Eve, I went into the emergency
department of a hospital that I'm not going to name here. I had pains in my chest and back, and I
knew that I wasn't going to get to sleep that night. They poked and prodded me, gave me morphine, and kept me there until 6am, when they sent me home with a probable diagnosis of a gallstone, and a recommendation to see my GP. With it being NYE and the weekend and all, that
wasn't going to happen for a few days.
So I spent NYE at home feeling lousy and lethargic. The next morning, about 8:30am on New Year's
Day, I decided to go to the Emergency department of Princess Alexandra Hospital. They took me in
straight away, with a temperature of about 38.5C, and an elevated heart rate. At about 2pm, after
several pokes and prods and scans and bags of fluid, they diagnosed that I had a severely infected
gall bladder, and the treatment was to remove it - as soon as possible. They wheeled me into
theatre at 4pm, meaning that I must have been very high priority. I was told that my temperature
in theatre was 39.5C, which means septicemia couldn't have been far off. The discharge report
said that my gallbladder was gangrenous, which indicates the severity of the infection. So if I had
followed the advice of the first hospital, I might well be missing more than just my gallbladder.
I'm sorry if all this is a bit graphic, but I have three reasons for telling you this. Firstly, because I
initially didn't tell anyone because I'm not one to look for sympathy. When some found out, they
were upset that I hadn't told them. I don't want to upset people, so consider yourselves informed.
Secondly, it explains why I've been a bit slack 'presidenting' this month. There's lots of things that I
should have done, but because I have been recovering, I haven't got them done as yet. So I feel
guilty about that, and feel like I owe you an explanation. And thirdly, because it reminds us how
precious life is. I know many members are living with chronic conditions, and still get out there
and enjoy life, including life with their Alfas. And occasionally some of us get an acute condition,
which sometimes could lead to adverse outcomes in very short time frames. Our Alfas are part of
our enjoyment of this precious gift called life, so get out there and enjoy them!
Special shout out to the Doctors and Nurses at PAH as well, especially the nurses. They were all
brilliant. Thanks for your care.
Now to business. First up this year was the T124 Happy laps on January 21st, followed immediately by the run to Delaney's Creek organised at short notice by our intrepid Editor. T124 are taking
over the organisation of our racing/sprints/regularity events, which removes the financial risk
from the club. They are better placed to attract more competitors, so hopefully it's a win-win for
all involved. They decided to have a kick-off event (the Happy Laps), to which our club was invited.
More on that and the run in the Sociale column, but thanks to T124 for organising the event,
which was very well attended, and was hopefully a precursor of a great year.
I'll cover social events in the Sociale column, and Mark will cover competition in his column. But
it's probably worth me mentioning here the other change that the T124 partnership for competition means. T124 have organised with Queensland Raceways (ie Lakeside and Willowbank, where
all events are held) that if you are a member of the Alfa or Fiat club, just show your club membership card at the gate, and you'll get in for free! That's right, free! If you're not into competition,
but you are into cars, the sounds of performance engines hitting rev limiters, the smell of high
octane and burning rubber, etc, then come along and watch the Italian Challenge and the other
categories racing that day. Food and drink are available at both venues, or you can bring a picnic!
If you've lost your card, contact our Membership Secretary, Colin Densley, on membership@arocaqld.com.
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thing that resists definition. Its component parts are like those irrational traits of the human
spirit that cannot be explained with logical terminology."
- Orazio Satta Puliga,1969

Coming up is club night on February 8th. Bernie has covered it elsewhere in the mag,
but it's worth me emphasising that it is NOT at Shannons, but at Andrew Wilson's
place in Brookfield. If you recall, Andrew gave a talk one club night last year about his
racing career, and the cars he's had through the years. He's just built a new shed to
house his car collection, and has invited the club to enjoy it. The 1948 6C owned by his
father Joe will also be there. Bernie will be putting on a BBQ for us as well. Full details
on the website calendar.
We're hoping that for March club night, an Alfa dealer will be supplying a brand new
Guilia for members to inspect. But apparently there has been a bit of a shakeup in
how FCA manages the Alfa brand in Australia, starting 1st of January. We had a relationship going with the Keema Automotive group, but they are now no longer Alfa
dealers (although they still sell Fiats and Chryslers). Still, we're hopeful that we can get
a dealer to supply one for March. That WILL be at Shannons, unless something changes, so make sure that you don't miss that opportunity to see the car that will hopefully
ensure Alfa's future.
Planning for our Concours later in the year is underway. Many thanks to Vice President Keith Faulkner for volunteering to be the Chief Marshall again. He'll bring his
experience of running the first event, and the work he did then is paying off for the
second event, with many things so well sorted out the first time around, that lengthy
discussions are being minimised. That means we should be able to put all the planning
into place relatively quickly. Ormiston House are keen to have us again, and we're
planning on trying to attract more members of the public to see our cars, which will
hopefully translate to some new memberships, and momentum for us to do it again in
the future. If you'd like to be a part of the Concours planning, or would like to help out
on the day, please let me know on president@arocaqld.com. We welcome all contributions from club members, and the more that members contribute to events like
this, the more the club becomes what the members want from the club.
And finally, I'd like to start what I hope will be a regular thing, and provide a few
words to recognise people who consistently make a significant contribution to the
club that you all enjoy. This time, I'm going to talk about our Club Night Convenor,
Bernie Campbell. Bernie has been a member for all but the first year of the club's
existence (ie 41 years), and has been on the committee almost since joining. He's
served in several capacities, including President, and was awarded a life membership
in 1986 for his services. In his current capacity as Club Night Convenor, Bernie works
hard to ensure that we always have an interesting event at club night, and food and
drink to enjoy. Pizza and BBQs don't arrive by magic, unless Bernie has some magical
powers of which I was unaware... When there's a BBQ, he has to shop, then cart it all
to the club night venue, set up, and cook, which means he doesn't get as much time
talking to other members as the rest of us do. So next time you see him on the BBQ,
go and say g'day and keep him company for a bit. At the very least, he has heaps of
stories from the history of the club to tell you. And don't forget, Bernie does all this
despite being in his late 70s, when others take it much easier, to help your experience
of the club be better than it otherwise would have been. So many thanks Bernie for
your on-going contribution to the club.
Ciao for now,
John Anderson
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NEWS - speculazione

As the early excitement over the Giulia Quadrifoglio dies down, and the Giulia in all variants starts to be delivered, the motoring
press is paying some attention to the other models in the Giulia range. FCA clearly hope these models will sell in some real volume,
surfing on the not inconsiderable wake left by the Quadrifoglio charging its way to the front of the performance “compact” sports
sedan category. But - are these models any good in their own right? Autocar ’s comparison test of the 2.2 Multijet Diesel Giulia
against comparable BMW 320d and Jaguar XE models suggests that if a bit of wakeboarding sounds like fun, the Giulia is certainly
the car to chose. Read the review yourself at http://www.autocar.co.uk/car-news/new-cars/bmw-3-series-vs-alfa-romeo-giuliavs-jaguar-xe-group-test for details. Overall, the encouraging news is that the car’s dynamics and its combination of handling and
ride quality immediately impressed and placed it substantially ahead of its rivals in these areas. The car’s substantial (around
160kg) weight advantage (without sacrificing rigidity) over its rivals no doubt helps. All of this is expected given the design and
engineering effort invested in the suspension and structure of the car, but it is good to see it borne out in comparison tests.
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realtà - NEWS

This isn’t an Alfa Romeo. It’s a Kia. The Kia Stinger to be exact. The Korean car maker appears to have come up with what
looks suspiciously like an imitation of the Giulia. How flattering. For years the emerging car makers were keen to imitate, or
at least take design cues from, the German marques, so surely it is a good sign for Alfa Romeo that the Giulia is now the car
to imitate. The Stinger is a rear wheel drive, performance sedan (with a twin turbo V6 power plant no less) . Sound familiar?
Despite the obvious similarities, it is clear that Kia have been working on this design for a while. Kia’s German head of design
was responsible for the original Audi TT, which certainly didn’t seem to be an imitation of anything else, and Kia have been
trying to establish their own design identity for a decade or so.
The Stinger is expected to go on sale in Australia in September.
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WWW

Carabo at Earls Court Motor Show 1968

Stelvio at LA Motor Show 2016

https://youtu.be/Q5zfj3tHvB8

https://youtu.be/HnpvDYfs5XE
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1/18 True Scale Alfetta 1.6
EUR 69.99

Alfa Romeo Museum
published 1979

One Alfa in Silver Fern Rally

GBP 35.00

https://youtu.be/xT2q6EDMe8g

Giancarlo Fisichella Original Autographed Photo at
DTM
US $5.00

1:43 1951 Alfa Romeo 6C
2500SS Villa d'Este. Lt Ed
1/50
AU $90.00

Hot Wheels B.A.T. 9
US $5.75
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YouTube

WWW

SOCIALE

W

john anderson (until someone else volunteers)

elcome to a new year, full of events! Even if they're not all fully planned as yet...
And it's still me doing this. If you'd like to contribute to the club that you enjoy in the role of
Social Convenor, let me know on social@arocaqld.com. There's still room for you to suggest
events, and there are plenty of other events that require someone to coordinate to ensure a
great experience for attendees. It's a really fun job, and you get to see members enjoy the days
that you organise.

If you've read my Presidente column, you'll know that my sudden illness has slowed me down a bit, and that
includes organising the social events. Last year, the committee approved the concept of having two runs to the
north of Brisbane (ie Sunshine Coast), two to the south (ie Gold Coast), one to the west, and the other runs that
members have volunteered to organise, such as the Grants, IPP Peter Mathews, the Earls, and the Stanthorpe
weekend. They also approved the timing of the runs, so that social events didn't clash with competition events,
and other events to which the club has been invited. But for the yet-to-be defined runs within that framework,
they left it up to the Social Convenor to fill in the details. So we don't have a full calendar (in terms of detail) as
yet, but I can tell you what's happening in the next month or so.

But first, there's a past event to report. I had promised a night run in January, but then the T124 happy laps at
Lakeside on January 21st came along. To be honest, the first time I knew about that was the Christmas Party,
when flyers were put on the tables, so eventually I decided not to clash with that. It was a great event,
attracting some 70 entries (the Fiat club and T124 members were also invited), with about 40 cars hitting the
track. That made things a little crowded, but it did get better as the laps went on. And not going flat out all the
time made it more relaxing and enjoyable, especially when you're surrounded by the sights and sounds of all
that Italian machinery. It was great to see the variety of cars at the event, including a Dino and a DeTomaso, a
Fiat 850 Spider, and a Lancia Delta Integrale HF. After the happy laps, the Greens took us (and a few Fiats) on a
run to a great Cafe at Delaney's Creek via 'the Gantry' and Mt Mee. It was great to enjoy the company of the
Fiat members as well as our own, and we should probably do that sort of thing more often. Many thanks to the
Greens for organising the run at fairly short notice.
I still want to do the night run, because Summer in Queensland is hot, but a drive in the evening provides the
opportunity to enjoy cooler conditions. The relative coolness means that pre-air conditioned cars (and 156s)
are more enjoyable, and if you have a Spider, it's a great experience to feel the cool air while having the stars as
your roof. So we'll do that on the evening of Saturday, February 11th. This is yet to be approved by the committee (committee meeting is two days away as I write, and I've already missed the mag deadline). So I'm
loathe to set details in stone just now, other than to say check the website calendar, and the email that I'll send
out soon. But the concept will be that we have dinner first, starting at 6pm at somewhere like Harry's Diner at
Windsor, then about 7:30, just after sunset, we drive out to Wivenhoe dam where we'll be away from the light
pollution of the city, and can see the stars in all their glory. I'll even bring some ice cream cones for dessert.
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The social event after that will be on Saturday March 11th. I'm planning a run up the range to Toowoomba, then halfway towards Warwick for lunch at the famous Rudd's Pub (no relation to the former PM, apparently). Maybe "Range
and Rudd Run" is a good name. As I catch up, I'll load up the website calendar with details of all of this year's social
events, and I plan to have that done by the time that you read this.
Hopefully everything will be shipshape again next month.
See you at the next event!
JA
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COMPETIZIONE

mark jackson

Hi and welcome back to what should be another very interesting
year of Alfacomp and the T124 Italian Challenge. At this stage there
are no results to report – the first competition event of the year is a
sprint at Qld Raceway on February 5th.
In 2017 we’re making a few changes to our club motorsport calendar with a revamp of the Italian Challenge Series. The Italian Challenge will now be coordinated by T124 which is a group of Italian
car enthusiasts separate to AROCA Qld.
Alfacomp will continue to be run in much the same way as it has
always run, but there will also be interclub events involving the Fiat,
Ferrari, Lancia and Alfa Romeo clubs.
Here’s how the calendar will work –

ITALIAN CHALLENGE INTERCLUB EVENTS
February 5th – Sprint event at Queensland Raceway
May 6th - Sprint event at Lakeside
June 3rd - Sprint event at Lakeside
June 4th – Race event at Lakeside
July 8th - Sprint event at Queensland Raceway
July 9th - Race event at Queensland Raceway
September 16th and 17th - Race event at Queensland Raceway
September 16th – Regularity event at Queensland Raceway
November 11th - Sprint event at Lakeside
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There will be a handicap race as the last event on the
program at the race meetings. The place getters in this
race will win the QR trophies. This effectively means
that every competitor will have an equal chance of winning that meeting; however all of the events will individually count towards the end of year trophies.
All Italian car club members who are spectators at any
of these events will have free entry when they produce
their membership card.
ALFACOMP EVENTS
February 5th – Sprint/regularity event at Queensland
Raceway
March 18th and 19th – Supersprint at Morgan Park, Warwick
March 26th – Sprint/regularity event at Lakeside
April 29th and 30th - Supersprint at Morgan Park, Warwick
May 6th – Sprint/regularity event at Lakeside
June 3rd - Sprint event at Lakeside
June 4th – Race event at Lakeside
June 24th and 25th - Supersprint at Morgan Park, Warwick
July 8th - Sprint event at Queensland Raceway
July 9th - Race event at Queensland Raceway
August 12th and 13th - Supersprint at Morgan Park, Warwick
September 16th and 17th - Race event at Queensland
Raceway
September 16th – Regularity event at Queensland Raceway
October 8th – Sprint/regularity event at Lakeside
November 11th – Sprint/regularity event at Lakeside
As you can see many of the Alfacomp events coincide
with the Italian Motorsport Series events so entrants
will score points in both events.
Alfacomp rules and regulations are largely unchanged
from last year and are available on the AROCA Qld website.
For any further information on any of the above changes or events,
contact the Competition Secretary at competition@arocaqld.com
or on 0413122839
See you at the track
Mark Jackson
PER SEMPRE ALFA | 15

HAPPY LAPS at LAKESIDE PARK
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photos by 4020 media. contact 4020media@gmail.com or
https://www.facebook.com/4020Media
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MOUNT MEE ALFISTI & FIAT AMICI
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darryl green

The Greens only decided (in the best AROCA tradition) to go to Happy Laps at the last
minute. Karen had some minor foot surgery booked for the week before and we weren’t
sure how mobile she would be. But as the first club event of the year it was tempting to
attend, and as editor I wanted to make sure I had some content for the magazine. So I’d
more or less settled for making a great personal sacrifice and forcing myself to attend,
with or without Karen. If it turned out she was feeling okay, we could always make a late
booking for the proposed post-laps run.
As things transpired, Karen was doing fine and looked like she would be fairy happy to
get out of the house by the weekend . She is better behaved than me as a patient, but
not by much. So when the run looked like becoming a non-event, my first thought was
to go for a bit of a drive anyway. Nothing too long. But then - if anyone else wanted to
come - why not invite them. So the Mount Mee run was born. We weren’t sure how
many people would feel like more driving after the Happy Laps, or more to eat after the
breakfast, but having checked that The Place 2B Café had no large groups booked we felt
fairly safe to play it by ear. There was a lot of that going on and we tried to keep everything simple. Including the route. It is hard to get lost (isn’t it?) driving over Mount Mee
from Kurwongbah. Turn right out of Lakeside Road then take the first right, follow main
road to roundabout, then take the exit onto Dayboro Rd towards Dayboro then on to
Mount Mee. This seemed to be enough for the FIAT drivers. I suspect they may be slightly better at basic navigation than at Bocce. The Alfa drivers (except for leadfoot Bell, who
had been loitering at the entrance to Old Petrie Town ready to intercept/join us as we
passed) did not fare as well. Perhaps it was just that some of the Alfisti had left their
usual navigators at home, Dan?
Everyone seemed to enjoy the drive up the mountain (I certainly did) and most managed
to find The Gantry, a large structure that was used to house logging machinery, located
down Sellin Road in D'Aguilar National Park near the top of Mount Mee. Sellin Road provided some great views for those that took this detour. Once we had regrouped, and
crossed our fingers that any lost Alfisti would be found where there was food and drink,
it was on to The Place 2B which managed to put on an excellent variety of both.
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DIRTY WHEELS - PART II

Well, after an extended round of bad health, I’m back!
(Whether that’s a good, or a bad thing is up to you lot to determine . . . . . . )

RUBY
Many years ago I acquired my first Alfa, “Ruby”. She is a gorgeous Metallic Burgundy Red 2000 156 Selespeed. While not a
classic, or a GTA, this little car was responsible for me being to drag myself out of bed on some very dark days. Every time I
pulled out of the driveway and onto my street, put my foot down and let her zip down the road, well life just seemed a lot
brighter all of a sudden. You could tell by the grin on my face and the song in my heart. Alfa’s seem to have that therapeutic
effect on people, a treatment I have on several occasions prescribed, each time with similar curative effects.
I got her for a bargain price, and as we all know, Alfas like her usually come with their own particular quirks and personality
disorders. I knew what new parts for her would cost, and being about as financial as a Greek bank at the time I was always
on the lookout for bargain spares. Luckily just a week after her purchase I came across a complete 2000 156 less gearbox,
going for spares for just $50!!! For those of you driving on the northern highway out of Brisbane that day, yes, I was that
lunatic driving a Commodore towing a car trailer like a bat out of hell . . . . couldn’t get there quick enough.
When I showed “Ruby” off to my father in law for the first time he said “Ohhhh Alfa Romeos, handle like race cars, go like
race cars, and spare parts cost as much as a F-1 too!” When I told him I had bought all the spare parts I could want for the

princely sum of $50 he refused to speak to me for a month!
Unfortunately the one part I couldn’t salvage from the “Cannibal” (yes, I name all my Alfas) was a replacement Variator Solenoid. When I rang up to inquire as to the cost of a brand new item I almost stroked out, a working used unit would have to
be sourced.

ANGELO . .
So began a 2 day search throughout every wrecker in Brisbane, barely any had an Alfa at all, never mind the part required. I
eventually worked my way to one on the north side, the owner explaining he too couldn’t help me, but when asked if he
know of anywhere I could get one, he made the following suggestion –
“There is a guy over the back here , it’s just a little tin shack with a couple of cars but you might get lucky. . . . “
Well I took the advice and called the number he gave me, the conversation went a little like this –
Tin Shed - “APF Motors, Angelo Speaking.”
Sucker ME – “Ahh yeah, do you have a Variator Solenoid for a 156 by chance?”
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barry puttee

Tin Shed – “I think we MIGHT have one floating around”
Sucker ME – “Great, I’ll be right over, listen I’ve got a few 156 parts here myself, is there anything that you’re looking for, I might
have something you need.”
Tin Shed – “EH? What? YOU reckon you have a part that I wouldn’t have!!!!???”
Sucker ME – “Well yeah, just trying to return the favour, I’ve rung all over Brisbane and you’re the only person that’s been able to
help me.”
Tin Shed – (In a very sly, sarcastic tone) “Well, I tell you what, you come round, take a look at what’s here, and if you can find ANYTHING that you have and I don’t, you can have the Solenoid for free!”
Bargain I thought as I raced round, little did I know I was being set up!
As I pulled into the yard, my jaw dropped, it was like I had driven into the Aladdin’s Cave of Alfa wreckers, there were Alfas as far as
one could see, 156, 147, 75s, Spiders, GTVs . . . . there were Fiats, Maserati , Arbath, anything Italian was to be found. It was a sea of
cars, from wrecks to near new cars fully intact, every part one could ever be in need of was there waiting to be picked.
As I sheepishly walked into the office, there was Angelo, smiling like the cat that was about to eat the gullible mouse.

“SO! You’re the guy that reckons he’s got a 156 part that I don’t have . . . .REALLY!” he said.
I just hung my head and whimpered quietly . . . . . .yes I had, I had well and truly been had!
That reminds me . . . . where’s that baseball bat, I need to pay a visit and have a little word with that wrecker on the north side . . .
.”Little tin shack and a wreck or two indeed!”
Since then Angelo has not just been there when I needed a part or required impartment of his knowledge upon me, but has shown
a generosity, kindness & understanding that is rare in these days of self interest.
There truth is, if it weren’t for him and another good friend, I wouldn’t be here today, so yes, you can blame them!
Check Six
Baz
If necessity is the mother of invention, then surely desperation is the father of it, for I have seen men with a necessity be very clever,
yet wondered at how the desperate are driven to be downright bloody brilliant!
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Visit New Zealand’s most spectacular places in a car you know you will enjoy. Here at GT Classic car hire NZ we can
tailor our classic car hire to your needs. Please visit our website for more information.
Discounts offered to AROC members worldwide.
www.gtclassiccarhire.co.nz
https://www.facebook.com/gtclassiccarhire.co.nz/

Brisbane’s Mobile Alfa Romeo Specialist
Full range of Mobile services on modern and classic Alfa Romeos
Log Book Servicing I Repairs I Diagnostics I Electrical repairs
27 years’ experience factory trained technician
High Quality service and repairs at an affordable price

PH: 0405327251 david@dmmmobilemechanic.com.au www.dmmmobilemechanic.com.au
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CLUB NIGHT

bernie campbell

Welcome to 2017 and our first Club Night for the year which is away from our usual venue of Shannons club
rooms. Club member Andrew Wilson has generously
invited the Club to hold our February meeting at his
house to view his collection of 101 and 105 Alfas plus
other automotive memorabilia. The Club will provide a
sausage sizzle and drinks for the night. There will also be
vegetarian sausages available. As it will daylight until
after 7.00 pm, could you please assemble from 6.00 pm
and the food will be served from 6.30 pm. The address
is 379 Savages Road, Brookfield. From Indooroopilly
travel west on Moggill Road to Kenmore. At the
Kenmore Village Shopping Centre roundabout take the
second exit into Brookfield Road. Follow Brookfield
Road to the Brookfield Showgrounds. Take the second
exit at the roundabout into Gold Creek Road , travel 1
km and veer left into Savages Road. travel 2.6 km along
Savages Road and look for an Alfa Romeo sign on the
right.
Ciao
Bernie
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colin densley

MEMBERI

Hello All,
The new year is upon us. I hope everyone had some time
off over the Christmas, New Year break and have recharge
their batteries (and also the ones in the Alfas).
The calendar this year is quite full with a variety of events
and activities to suit everyone. We are looking forward to
our trip to Tassie for Alfesta and I am looking forward to
doing some of the Regularity events this year in my 105
Spider.
We have 5 new memberships over the December break, so
welcome to:
Anthony D’Orsogna who is currently looking for a 105.
George Soropos with a 2003 147 GTA
Joe Coco and his 1968 Berlina 1750
Simon & Emily-Jane Bailo with their 1966 Blue 1600 GT
Sprint
And, returning after a long absence Rod & Glennys Silver
with a 2016 Giulietta Sprint.
Ciao
Colin
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07 3855 1644
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EVENTI
FEBRUARY 2017
Sun 5
Wed 8
Sat 11
Wed 22

T124 Italian Challenge Sprint Round 1 - Qld Raceway, Willowbank
Member's Club Night - Brookfield
Night Run - Windsor to Wivenhoe
March Magazine Publishing Deadline - --

MARCH 2017
Sun 5
Wed 8
Sat 11
Sat 18
Sun 19
Sun 26
Wed 29

Clipsal 500 - Adelaide, South Australia
Members' Club Night - Shannons - West End
Range and Rudd's Run - Redbank, Toowoomba, Nobby
Supersprint A Series Round 1 Day 1 - Morgan Park, Warwick
Supersprint A Series Round 1 Day 2 - Morgan Park, Warwick
Alfacomp Sprint/Regularity Round 2 - Lakeside Raceway, Dakabin
April Magazine Publishing Deadline - --

APRIL 2017
Sat 1
Wed 12
Fri 14
Sat 15
Sun 16
Mon 17
Wed 26
Sat 29
Sun 30

Dinner night and new members' welcome - Cruisers Cafe Bar and Grill, Hamilton
Members' Club Night - Shannons, West End
Alfesta - Day 1 - Launceston - Tasmania
Alfesta - Day 2 - Launceston - Tasmania
Alfesta - Day 3 - Launceston - Tasmania
Alfesta - Day 4 - Launceston - Tasmania
May Magazine Publishing Deadline - -Supersprint A Series Round 2 Day 1 - Morgan Park, Warwick
Supersprint A Series Round 2 Day 2 - Morgan Park, Warwick

MAY 2017
Sat 6
Wed 10
Sun 21
Sun 28
Wed 31

T124 Italian Challenge Sprint Round 2 - Lakeside Raceway, Dakabin
Members' Club Night - Shannons, West End
2017 AROCA Concours d'Elegance - Ormiston House, Ormiston
Sports and Classic Car Festival - Old Cleveland Road, Belmont
June Magazine Publishing Deadline - --

JUNE 2017
Sat 3
Sun 4
Thu 8
Sun 18
Sat 24
Sun 25
Wed 28

T124 Italian Challenge Sprint Round 3 - Lakeside Raceway, Dakabin
T124 Italian Challenge Race Round 1 - Lakeside Raceway, Dakabin
Members' Club Night - Shannons, West End
Club Birthday Run - TBA
Supersprint A Series Round 3 Day 1 - Morgan Park, Warwick
Supersprint A Series Round 3 Day 2 - Morgan Park, Warwick
July Magazine Publishing Deadline - --
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UPCOMING EVENTS
February 8 Club Night at Brookfield from
6pm - See Club Night Column for details.
February 11 Night Run - Windsor to Wivenhoe. See Sociale Column for details.

For the latest updates on these and
other events see the club website
www.arocaqld.com

JULY 2017
Sat 8
Sun 9
Sun 9
Sun 9
Wed 12
Sun 23
Wed 26

T124 Italian Challenge Sprint Round 4 - Qld Raceway, Willowbank
Christmas Creek Run - Jimboomba to Wongawallan via Christmas Creek
Townsville 400 - Townsville
T124 Italian Challenge Race Round 2 - Qld Raceway, Willowbank
Members' Club Night - Shannons, West End
Bellthorpe Range Run - Caboolture, Bellthorpe Range, Palmwoods
August Magazine Publishing Deadline - --

AUGUST 2017
Wed 9
Sat 12
Sun 13
Sun 27
Wed 30

Members' Club Night - Shannons, West End
Supersprint A Series Round 4 Day 1 - Morgan Park, Warwick
Supersprint A Series Round 4 Day 2 - Morgan Park, Warwick
2017 Peak Crossing Charity Day - Peak's Crossing
September Magazine Publishing Deadline - --

SEPTEMBER 2017
Wed 13
Sat 16
Sat 16
Sun 17
Sun 17
Sun 17
Wed 27

Members' Club Night - Shannons, West End
T124 Italian Challenge Race Round 3 Day 1 - Qld Raceway, Willowbank
FOIM Regularity - Qld Raceway, Willowbank
T124 Italian Challenge Race Round 3 Day 2 - Qld Raceway, Willowbank
Sandown 500 - Victoria
Festival of Italian Motorsport Show and Shine and Happy Laps - Queensland Raceway, Willowbank
October Magazine Publishing Deadline - --

OCTOBER 2017
Sun 8
Sun 8
Wed 11
Fri 13
Sat 14
Sun 15
Sun 22
Wed 25

Bathurst 1000 - Mt Panorama
Alfacomp Sprint/Regularity Round 6 - Lakeside Raceway, Dakabin
Members' Club Night - Shannons, West End
Stanthorpe Weekend Away Day 1 - Stanthorpe
Stanthorpe Weekend Away Day 2 - Stanthorpe
Stanthorpe Weekend Away Day 3 - Stanthorpe
Gold Coast 600 - Queensland
November Magazine Publishing Deadline - --

NOVEMBER 2017
Wed 8
Sat 11
Sun 19

Members' Club Night - Shannons, West End
T124 Italian Challenge Sprint Round 5 - Lakeside Raceway, Dakabin
Gold Coast Hinterland Run - Gold Coast Hinterland
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CLASSIFICATO
The Classifieds sections of the Club magazine and
Club website provide the opportunity to seek, sell or
swap Alfa Romeo related items. This is a free service
to both members and non-members, provided the
classified is of a non-commercial nature.
Classifieds selling or seeking services are not accepted. Please contact the Committee Member responsible for magazine advertising
(advertising@arocaqld.com) to place these type of
notices in the Club magazine.
To submit a new classified, visit the Club website
(www.arocaqld.com), click on the “Classifieds” menu
button and select “Submit an Advert” from the dropdown list. Complete the online form, making sure
you fill in all the mandatory fields.
Your classified can be up to 6,500 characters long
and you may also upload one digital image. The
image must be in .JPG format and be less than 1Mb
in size. Please check the spelling and punctuation of
your classified before clicking on the “Submit”
button.
If you experience any problems submitting your
classified online, please contact the Classifieds Editor
(Phone: 0403 878 749 or email: classifieds@arocaqld.com). A classified will remain listed
for three months unless the classified owner requests otherwise.
To request a change to an existing classified or to
cancel an existing classified, visit the Club website
(www.arocaqld.com), click on the “Classifieds” menu
button and select “Change/Cancel Advert” from the
drop-down list. Complete and submit the online
form.
Advertisements may be edited or removed from the
magazine or website at any time by the Club.
AROCA (QLD) takes no responsibility for the contents
of any advertisement nor any statements implied or
expressed by advertisers.
Under Queensland law, registered vehicles offered
for sale must have a current and valid Safety Certificate available for perusal by prospective purchasers
from the time the vehicle is offered for sale. Failure
to do so may result in prosecution by State authorities. No classifieds will be published if they include
"RWC/Safety Certificate on sale" or similar statements.

Alfa Sud - FREE
It's a 1975 model 4 door sedan (the plate in
the engine says built Dec 74). It originally had
the standard 1186cc engine and a 4 forward
speed gearbox. Later had a 1500cc aprox
engine from a later Sud with a 5 speed gearbox fitted. All the parts are in the car; bumpers, grill, headlights interior fittings, etc. as
the owner dismantled them on the expectation it would be restored but never happened. The original engine is under the
house. Collect from Stafford. If not gone in a
few days, its off to the wreckers. | $Free |
Contact: John, 0434344455,
john_smith@raywhite.com (Expires: May 1)
For Sale 2013 Guilietta QV
Manual. Anthracite Grey. Excellent condition
inside and out. One fastidious owner. Low
kilometres and with all the options. Perfect
service history supported by all original Log
Books - serviced every 6-12 months. Registered until October 2017. Features Bluetooth
connectivity, genuine Alfa Romeo floor mats,
leather seats, panoramic sunroof and Tom
Tom GPS. Extra 2 year warranty from Eric
Insurance until 2018. Love this car however
the wife would prefer a automatic as we
know have a baby. | $23,700 negotiable |
Contact: Christopher, 0404838790,
chris.yiallouros@gmail.com (Expires: Apr 30)
For Sale Alfa Romeo 159 JTD 2008
VGC, 104 000 km, timing belt done, 4 recent
Pirelli's, refurbed wheels, Bluetooth, rego to
June 2017, new EGR in prep for sale. See in
Ormiston. | $12,600 | Contact: Bernard,
0409842131, bwilson@peakmgt.com.au
(Expires: Apr 30)
For Sale Alfa 105 Differential [View Photo]
Non LSD differential removed from 1970
1750 GTV. Car the diff came from was not
going so do not know what it is like on the
road. The diff rotates quite freely. | $200
ONO | Contact: Neil, 0409763932,
njcope@bigpond.com (Expires: Apr 22)

For Sale Alfa 156 Sportwagon [View Photo]
2001 156 Sportwagon twin spark manual.
Excellent condition for age, silver exterior
and red leather interior, good tyres and running gear. 122,000klms, 9 months NSW rego.
Great drive, belts changed 2015. | $4,900
ono | Contact: Paul, 0411592175m 0755
242203h, bearyoungie2@aapt.net.au
(Expires: Apr 20)

For Sale Alfa 159 Ti 2.4 JTD wagon
Auto. 99,000 klms - rego till May 2017. These
cars are very, very hard to find. It took me
ages to find this one - I'd like it to go to a
good home, to someone who has, or wants
to get, the "Alfa passion". Only selling because I have moved to acreage and really
need a ute! It is the desirable "Ti" model, the
top of the range, the best one to have really,
and with the 19" wheels and factory bodykit,
it is surely the most stylish wagon out there.
Very nice condition, with a few minor marks,
but nothing that detracts from its appearance. I'll be putting a good quality 3 year
warranty on it for the buyer, through AWN. I
owe some finance on it, which the buyer can
clear, and pay me the difference. This way
you know the car is free and clear of all financial encumbrances. | $21,990 ono | Contact:
Mark, 0755908078, mbakermarco@aol.com
(Expires: Apr 20)
For Sale GTV 1750 Parts
Bunch of 1750 GTV parts for sale including
gauges, full set of glass and almost full set of
chrome. Need the garage space so take one
part and you take it all. Glass parts alone are
worth over 1k. Please make sure you leave
your number if you leave a message on my
phone, makes it hard to ring you back otherwise. | $500 the lot | Contact: Mark,
0437069237, cowls@hotmail.com (Expires:
Apr 15)
For Sale 147 Selespeed
Vehicle works. Red faded paint. Leather upholstery. UN-registered. Tow away for $500.
Please text or email as voice not so good. |
$500.00 | Contact: John, 0413803521, fenwick.john@gmail.com (Expires: Apr 14)
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For Sale Zender Rims and Tyres [View Photo]
4 Zender 7x16 inch alloy rims to suit 1985
GTV6 or similar, fitted with brand new
Bridgestone tyres in excellent condition. |
$1,500 ono | Contact: Paul, 0411592175,
bearyoungie2@aapt.net.au (Expires: Apr 12)

For Sale GTV 2L Motor
1989 GTV motor. Not run many years. Available before going to wreckers- so what offers?
Motor still in car. | $1 - plus | Contact: David,
0738412730, david_bee2003@yahoo.com
(Expires: Apr 9)

For Sale Personalised Number Plates [View
Photo]
Personalised plates ONE166. Brand new, still
in plastic bag | $200 | Contact: John,
0428554568, john@herrmann.net.au
(Expires: Apr 9)

For Sale Alfa Romeo GT 2005 2.0 JTS
Selespeed [View Photo]
Mechanically A1, fully roadworthy. 4 new
Pirelli tyres. Xenon headlights. Full leather
sport seats. Custom wheel mags (Ferrari
style). Custom exhaust (less noisy). Full log
book, only serviced by Alfa specialists. 3rd
owner, no accidents. 158K, drives very
smooth, any inspection welcome. Price nego-
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tiable, please no low ball offers. | $7,730 |
Contact: Dusan, 0451243242, dusan.smrek@gmail.com (Expires: Mar 29)

For Sale Alfa 156 V6 24V
156 series Dec 2002. Car was running; now it
winds over but will not fire. It has 105,000
original klms. Is still registered but will sell asis where-is. Car is located in Emerald. Make
me an offer. | $Make an offer | Contact: Jon,
0429831985, jonando65@outlook.com
(Expires: Feb 26)

FINALE

The owner of this car clearly knew exactly what he wanted. But what did he want it for? Any ideas? Enquiring minds need to
know. Maybe makes it possible to justify a Lamborghini to the Minister for Finance (and the Bank Manager)?

PER SEMPRE ALFA
Next issue: March 2017
Deadline: 22 February 2017
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