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P reS I d e nte | John Anderson

Greetings Queensland Alfisti!

Those present at the AGM last year would have heard me say that this term as President of AROCA
Queensland would be my tenth and will also be my last. 10 years is long enough for one person to be in any
position. I've certainly had my ‘turn’, and it’s time someone new comes in and takes the club into the next
few years.

The next magazine usually contains the President’s annual report, so this will be my last chance in this
column to look back on the journey that we’ve shared since late 2015.1 could not have imagined how
deeply this club would shape my life and the lives of so many fellow Alfisti. The club continues to be a
vibrant, resilient community that has weathered challenges, celebrated triumphs, and kept the spirit of Alfa
Romeo alive in Queensland.

In 2015 | stepped into the President’s role, and it is both an honour and a responsibility that | never take
lightly, despite it at times having to compete with pressures from family, work and other things. | remember
having ‘bright’ ideas for the club in the first few years, and | think all those ideas that were practical have
been quietly implemented for the members to enjoy.And | appreciate the patience of those who heard the
ideas that weren’t practical! Committee colleagues like Keith Faulkner, Peter Mathews, Jude Vaughan, Roger
Brameld, Mark Jackson, Garry Spowart, Rob and Shirl Grant, the Greens, Tony Nelson, Clare Cappa, Peter
Salmon,Andrew Gillanders, Brent Hampstead and many others (far too many to mention) were instrumen-
tal. We navigated the usual club challenges — fluctuating attendance, venue bookings, initiating an electronic
magazine and the eternal quest for fresh volunteers — but the enthusiasm never wavered.

Then came 2020, and with it the greatest test of our resilience.The COVID-19 pandemic forced us to
cancel events, including the much-anticipated Alfesta 2020. It was shocking how quickly events unfolded. A
few weeks out, it seemed like we could go ahead, just with restrictions. But that changed very quickly and
the new restrictions made it impossible for us to hold the event. After all that work, that was very trau-
matic!

As you'll recall, during the pandemic Club nights went virtual, drives were postponed, and for a while it felt
as though the heart of the club had been paused.Yet, even in those difficult months, Per Sempre Alfa contin-
ued. Members shared stories from their garages, technical articles kept us learning, and the digital magazine
became a vital connection point.When restrictions eased, we returned stronger — cautious at first with
small mid-week drives, then bolder with larger gatherings.The fact that we emerged intact, and in many
ways more adaptable, speaks volumes about the character of our members. | don’t recall any members suc-
cumbing to the pandemic, and for that I'm very grateful.

The years that followed were a time of recovery.VVe reinstated regular competition rounds, celebrated
milestone birthdays, and welcomed a new generation of Alfisti. Bi-monthly magazines replaced the old
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monthly format from 2023 onward, allowing us to reduce the pressure on contributors (and the editor!)
while still getting the information out that club members need. | was especially proud to see the club’s
social arm continue to thrive alongside our competitive efforts. Midweek drives are better attended than
Sunday drives, but members enjoy both.Those drives remind us why we do this: not just for the cars, but
for the people.

Throughout this period, one constant has been the quiet dedication of long-serving members. Unfortu-
nately, we've lost a couple along the way. Life Members Dennis Sando, Jan Wickham, and Doug Stonehouse
have passed away in the past 10 years, as well as Joan Stock and others.And of course, in our 50th year, our
long-term patron and Australian Motor Racing Legend John French passed away. He had a great life, but he
will always be missed.

Mind you, as President I've been privileged to bestow life memberships on some stalwarts of the club: Colin
Densley, Doug Stonehouse, Garry Spowart, Peter Mathews, Tony Nelson, and Doug and Cynthia Earl.

In 2025 Richard Anderson was appointed as our new Club Patron after more than 40 years of membership
and 25 as a Life Member. His contribution, alongside the passing of our previous patron, marked a poignant
changing of the guard.These moments remind us that clubs like ours are built on decades of voluntary
service, not just the efforts of any one individual.

None of this would have been possible without an outstanding committee and an engaged membership.To
every volunteer who has packed magazines, set up track days, written articles, or simply turned up to an
event — thank you.To the sponsors who have supported us through thick and thin, and to the families who
have tolerated endless Alfa talk at dinner tables, your patience and backing have been invaluable.

As | step down, | do so with complete confidence in the club’s future. AROCA QLD remains in excellent
hands.The passion that drew me in during 2015 burns just as brightly today. New faces are bringing fresh
ideas, while the veterans continue to provide wisdom and stability.

I'll still be around of course. | can’t help wanting to help out. No doubt I'll be organising something here and
there, especially with Alfesta 2028 coming up. Having been on the committee for so long, I've been ineligible
for the end-of-year Clubmanship award all that time.As the AGM is in September, I'll still be ineligible for
2026-27, but | intend on winning the award presented at the 2028 Christmas party!

To every member, past and present: thank you for trusting me to help steer this wonderful club.VWhether
you’ve been with us for one year or fifty-one, you are part of something special — a community that cele-
brates not just beautiful cars, but friendship, adventure, and the pure joy of driving.

Per Sempre Alfa — forever Alfa, and forever AROCA QLD.

Ciao for now,

John Anderson

| John in 2025 with presi-
dente’s past, Brent Hamp-
stead and Peter Mathews
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Ed |t0 re | Brent Hampstead

Welcome to the big, bad bumper Alfesta edition of Per Sempre Alfa!

I've been absolutely overwhelmed by the response to my callout for Alfesta contributions. As members
were about to set off on their journeys to the NSW southern highlands, | put the word out on social media
for our intrepid travellers to take photos, keep notes and send me their 400-word wrap up when they
returned home.

As you will see when you flick through the pages of this month’s magazine, | received five excellent contri-
butions, a stack of superb pics and some ripper tales.

While nobody can stick to a word limit, | love everyone’s enthusiasm and we shoehorned in each and every
anecdote. Thanks so much to Dan & Jenny Truesdale, Peter & Robyn-Ann Mathews, Steve & Di Jones, Colin
&Terry Densley and Laurie & Mary-Alice Jones for their superb written contributions, and John Heidemann
for his amazing visual documentation. A massive thanks to you all.

In the Hampstead shed, we’ve installed a racing seat to the passenger side of the 147, completed another
Notta Grand Prix and a Lakeside Sprint, and managed to spring a nasty oil leak. The little rig will need some
TLC before Morgan Park in July.

Brother Gav turned 50 on the 25th of May, so the May 23 Alfa Comp sprint at Lakeside was the perfect
birthday gift for the old fella! Gav has taken to track competition like a duck to water and pumped out a
Lakeside PB of 68.29.Top effort for someone who made their track debut at 48.

Finally, my poor old Giuletta copped an unfortunate blow while sitting under a hoist at Caboolture Brake
and Clutch.Whoever closed up for the weekend didn’t lock off the hoist and it slowly descended (with a
car on it!), until it came to rest on the Giulietta’s roof. Fortunately, these old | | 6s are pretty solid and with
a bit of panel beating and a lick of paint she’ll be back on the road before too long.

Now grab yourself a coffee or a vino and enjoy the magazine. Cheers!

Birthday “Boy” Gav Hampstead looking
every bit The Stig

Poor old Joolie copped a head knock

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: 10th JULY 2026
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M e m b ri | Darryl Green

Welcome back those of you who went to Alfesta — by all reports it was a great event.That makes it almost
the end of the membership year (it ends 30 of June). I've sent out an email with details of how to renew, but
if you missed it or have forgotten please do pay your subscription following the instructions below

TIME TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP
Same account details as last year:

AROCA (QLD) INC

Bank of Queensiand - BSB: 124021

A/C No: 90629538

but we, like the Reserve Bank, have to deal with inflation (especially in costs of print and post) so we are
increasing the fees to:

$85 with the posted, printed magazine or
$55 with only the online / email magazine.

Your call which option to take — currently 86 members (myself included) like a printed magazine (which, in
colour, looks really good) and the remaining 139 like to save $30 and some trees.

Please when making the bank transfer include your surname and your membership
number - and by all means email membership@arocaqld.com to let me know you
have paid.

There is no renewal form to fill in. If your details have changed, simply advise in the email.
And if you elect not to renew — please let me know — otherwise I'll just keep sending reminders.

Thanks to those of you who suggested motor trimmers to deal with the sagging roof lining on the 159
mentioned in the last magazine.

In the end | went with a nearby business - All Vehicle Upholstery (07) 3274 1985 at 158 Marshall Rd, Rocklea
(next door to the defunct Rocklea Bunnings if you know the area) purely as they were very responsive and
helpful when making enquiries.

They also did a great job — unlike me trying to take a photo of the result — but | can assure you it looks
good and they were able to find a close match to the original fabric colour.They didn’t seem hugely busy so
it is likely that if you do have a small trimming job like this, they can fit you in at short notice.

How long did it take Darryl to insert himself into the 159 to get this photo? Answer next edition.




ESTA 2026

SOUTHERN HIGHLANDS ¢ NSW

30 April - 4 May

Held in the Southern Highlands of New South Wales with Peppers Manor House at Sutton Forest
as its main base, this year’s Alfesta combined scenic drives, amazing attractions, and a healthy amount of
socialising.

My wife and | made the journey south with 32 others from Queensland, joining a convivial group of like-
minded enthusiasts from all around Australia who understand that Alfa Romeo ownership is equal parts
passion, patience, and storytelling and cars that are sometimes cantankerous but always satisfying.

Accommodation was provided at both Peppers Manor House and at Craigieburn.
Thursday Arrival - Settling In (and Catching Up)

Thursday evening’s welcome function was a gentle easing into proceedings.A casual BBQ buffet meant no
one had to think too hard, which is always appreciated after a day of travel.

As is the way with Alfesta, conversations resumed as though no time had passed since the last event—de-
spite clear evidence to the contrary in some of our knees. Old friendships were rekindled, new ones estab-
lished, and within the hour the room hummed with shared stories of travel, cars owned, cars sold, and cars
one should never have sold.

Friday - Aircraft Envy and Proper Roads

Friday began with a spectacular breakfast at Katers Restaurant, followed by a briefing that ensured most of
us departed in roughly the correct direction.

The destination was the HARS Aviation Museum at Albion Park, driving down Macquarie Pass
towards Wollongong. Some of the ladies were apprehensive about spending “hours” looking at old aircraft,
but the collection of historic aircraft and the amazing guides quickly won everyone over.This is a living
museum with all volunteer aviation professionals and enthusiasts including active and retired aircraft engi-
neers, pilots and cabin crew contributing their diverse skills restoring aircraft. It offers a world-class, immer-
sive experience of their massive collection of vintage and modern aircraft. Unlike many traditional museums
where planes are roped off, we were allowed to walk through their retired Qantas 747 (Jenny and | even
slipped upstairs to the top level!), we could step inside cockpits, and generally explore the various military
and civil aircraft including the only flying Lockheed Super Constellation in the world. Our guide said that to
be a passenger on this aircraft was not just paying and arriving, you would also need to be dressed appropri-
ately with men in suit and tie, and if not dressed suitably you would be denied your flight!




The Qantas Boeing 747-438 City of Canberra flew 18,001 km from London Heathrow to Sydney in 20 hours
and 9 minutes and set the record for the longest non-stop commercial flight without refuelling. This same
plane also set the record for the shortest ever 747 flight (in March 2015, it flew from Sydney to Shellhar-
bour with a flight time of 12 minutes).

Catered lunch was provided under the wing of this Boeing 747 — which was remarkable given the
size of the aircraft and imagining where it had been.

The Drive Back

If the morning was about wings, the afternoon was emphatically about wheels.

The return route via the lllawarra escarpment and Jamberoo Mountain Road delivered exactly
what an Alfa Romeo thrives on—flowing corners, elevation changes, and just enough braking to remind you
everything is still working. If only my navigator stopped yelling at me to slow down.

We stopped at Carrington Falls to stretch our legs and admire the views.

Evening - Fire, Chestnuts and Competitive Spirits

Back at Peppers Manor House, the evening unfolded in the garden, with roasted chestnuts and drinks. Great
touch was the Alfesta-themed 44 gallon drum fire pits. It was the sort of setting that encourages conversa-
tion—and, occasionally, embellishment, enhanced by our wandering minstrel.

Dinner was accompanied by a musical trivia night, which revealed two things:

|. Alfisti are fiercely competitive

2. Our collective memory for 1960s, 70s and 80s music is remarkably intact




Saturday - The Cars Take Centre Stage

Saturday’s Italian Car Display transformed the grounds of Peppers Manor House into a celebration of
Italian design and engineering. Alfa Romeos of all vintages were represented, from elegant classics to
modern performance models, each with its own story—and, in some cases, personality.

There is something quietly satisfying about seeing members of the public pause, stare, and occasionally ask,
“What year is that!”—particularly when the answer requires a brief but enthusiastic explanation.

Lunch of sandwiches and fruit was provided by Peppers, which allowed everyone to remain within proxim-
ity of the cars and keep enjoying the atmosphere.The Alfesta committee had liaised with the local Artisan
Market Events group and as well as the great public turnout there were also about 50 boutique stalls, food
trucks, and live music.There were also three colourful exotic birds—I originally thought how amazing that
they’d flown down, but then saw them go to their owner’s shoulder.

A Brief Diversion — Bees

Saturday afternoon included an excellent presentation on bees and a visit to the on-site beehives at Manor
House, followed by bee-themed cocktails. It turns out that, much like Alfa Romeos, bees are complex, fasci-
nating, and occasionally prone to behaviour that defies easy explanation.The cocktails were great and most
people attending hadn’t had a mead cocktail before.

Saturday Evening - A Touch of Style

Peppers Manor House came alive on Saturday night in full 1920s splendour as it transformed into The
Long Tail Lounge (celebrating the 60th anniversary of the model known as the “long tail spider”) - a
private club of the Alfisti Family, complete with Art Deco styling and peacock feathers.

Dinner featured an outstanding ltalian buffet with salmon, chicken and beef. The Alfesta committee centred
the evening on la famiglia (“the family”), drawing inspiration from The Godfather,The Sopranos, and other
classic mafia films.As members of the Alfisti Family, we dressed accordingly in mafiosi style: sharp pinstriped
suits, glamorous molls, silver-fox furs, and plenty of peacock feathers.

One of the more amusing moments during pre-dinner drinks was hearing about the lengths people had
gone to in sourcing their pinstripe suits - many of which arrived in entirely the wrong size or fit.

John Heidemann’s 159 on display at the Alfesta 2026 Show & Shine

T N\ resewrAlfa

10



Does your car play soccer?

Sunday - A Gentle Meander (with Objectives)

Sunday’s observation run provided a more leisurely driving experience through the Southern Highlands,
proving that not every great Alfa drive requires enthusiastic cornering—sometimes a steady pace and good
scenery are quite enough.

Stops included an historic walk in Kangaroo Valley with observation questions (how many kanga-
roos on the wood-working shop?), and a challenge to determine how many Alfisti could fit into a phone box
(the answer is 4, if we stopped laughing long enough). The result of the observation run was announced
that night — with (as usual) not everyone agreeing to the answers. Following was a visit to Fitzroy Falls (just
lovely) and more questions.

Lunch - Pies and Paddocks

Entry to lunch had an optional test run by Martin — judging how many tyre rotations to a certain distance (I
failed miserably) and bumping a huge ball with our cars to score a goal (success!).

Lunch at Farm Club Australia featured pre-ordered pies—reliable, satisfying, and entirely appropriate
for the setting.

Seating ranged from indoor comfort to the rustic charm of the Saddlers Shed, while outside, rows of Alfa
Romeos occupied a paddock in what could generously be described as an “organic display arrangement.”

It was, in many ways, the quintessential Alfesta scene.

Fairground Follies - An Unexpected Gem

The afternoon visit to Fairground Follies — Antique Mechanical Music Museum was a standout.
For two hours, we were immersed in a collection of restored mechanical instruments and fairground pieces

that fascinated and delighted in equal measure. It was something different—and a reminder that Alfesta is as
much about shared discovery as it is about motoring.

rcsemreAlfa /7
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Gala Dinner - The Grand Conclusion
Sunday evening’s Gala Dinner provided a fitting and formal conclusion to Alfesta 2026.
The event featured:

* A red-carpet atmosphere

* Award presentations recognising standout vehicles and contributors

* Entertainment and celebration

And, of course, the much-anticipated announcement of Alfesta 2027, which immediately sparked dis-
cussion, speculation, and early planning—despite most of us not yet having packed for the journey home.

Monday - Farewell, For Now
Monday morning arrived quietly, as Alfisti began the process of departure.

Goodbyes were exchanged, promises made, and cars loaded—some more forcefully than others (it fitted in
here on the way down?!). The roads north and south carried us away from Sutton Forest, but not from the
shared experience.

Post Alfesta drive

Jenny and | had to dart back home for family business, but for those with time and the inclination there was
the usual Post Alfesta drive that went through to lunch on Tuesday in Goulburn.The drive headed to Berry
and then Gerroa for lunch at the Gerroa Boat Fishermans Club for an a la carte lunch, followed by a visit to
Hyams Beach and dinner at the Waters Edge Restaurant in Batemans Bay. On Tuesday the group drove up
Clyde Mountain stopping in Braidwood and on to Roses Café & Bar at Goulburn for lunch. After lunch the
group split up with those heading north towards Sydney, Bathurst or Orange, and others going south via the
Hume Highway.

e 3
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SNAP! Martin Kelly found a partner in crime
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Peter Mathews’ gorgeous GTV
Final Thoughts

On behalf of especially the QId contingent, | cannot thank the Alfesta 2026 organising committee enough
for the attention to detail and minutiae that made this Alfesta such an awesome event, and run so smoothly.
Just incredible.

For those of us travelling from Queensland, Alfesta is not a casual undertaking—but it’s always worthwhile.
The Southern Highlands delivered excellent driving roads, beautiful autumn scenery (the gold and orange
colours in the trees!) and an amazing venue. More importantly, Alfesta once again reminded us that the true
value of the event lies not just in the cars, but in the people.

For any Queensland members yet to attend Alfesta, it comes highly recommended. After all, opportunities
to combine fine cars, good roads, and excellent company are not to be overlooked.

And if nothing else, it’s reassuring to know that—no matter where we gather across the country—Alfisti
remain entirely consistent in their passions, their stories ... and their ability to remember song lyrics from
several decades ago (yelling/singing “Louie, Louie - Oh Boy, we gotta go now” on the dance floor. Not me of
course, but | saw others doing it ....)

Dan Truesdale

Attention to detail
was a defining
feature of Alfesta
2026

Per .\mnlvalfa /4 13
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acALFESTA 2026

As soon as we heard that Wendy and Mark Edmonds were leading the Committee for Alfesta 2026 at
Peppers Manor House Sutton’s Forest, we immediately booked. They are outstanding organisers and won-
derful Alfisti. More on that later.

As many of you would know | sold my Spider “Bella” and bought “Lucia” a well-known 1972 2000 GTV.
Over the last two years | have gradually brought her up to spec and ready for a long heavily laden Alfesta
trip.

Part of the restoration was to reinforce the rear arches which is important when loading them up and trav-
elling long distances.

We set off on the Wednesday before Alfesta and joined Tony and Gail at Port Macquarie in their beautiful
Montreal.

f j 5

N
Lucia - Fully loaded L-R: Peter, GiI, Tony and Rbyn-Ann at Heatherbrae
We arrived on Thursday afternoon to a fabulous location at Peppers Manor House at Sutton Forest with all
the beautiful autumn leaves and stunning grounds, perfect for an Alfesta event. The highlight on the Thurs-
day evening was catching up with many Alfisti friends from all over Australia, including the Western Aus-
tralian contingent, who had regaled us with their adventures across the Nullarbor on the Alfesta VWWhatsApp
site.

After breakfast on Friday morning, we were off to visit the HARS Aviation Museum at Shellharbour Airport.
The collection is quite astonishing with a range of amazing aircraft some of which are operational including
one Catalina Flying Boat, which played a major role during WW?2 serving in reconnaissance, rescue, trans-
port and anti-submarine roles. My father Hugh Mathews served as a navigator in one of these flying boats
participating in many sorties to various parts of PNG and South East Asia. Amongst their many duties, the
Catalinas were used to lay mines at night at the entrances to Japanese occupied harbours. Their great
strength was the distances they could cover.

T N\ esnpeAlfa
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We had a great lunch under the wing of a 747 before heading back to Peppers to prepare for our dinner
and rock quiz with music provided by great artists “Pure Acoustic”, Phil and Elke. Phil and Elke put together
the cryptic Rock Quiz questions which provided much fun and frivolity for all the quiz experts during the
evening.

The Friday afternoon was also a chance for us to wash and prepare our cars for what turned out to be an
outstanding car display and Italian festival the next day.

The Alfesta Committee excelled themselves with the display, festivities and stalls on Saturday with the large
grounds of Peppers utilised to the max with over |50 Italian cars, including the 65 Alfesta cars.

Some of the highlights were a magnificent replica Stradale, my all-time favourite Alfa, a beautiful 1966 Fiat
Dino Spider,a 1959 Alfa Romeo Spider 2000 by Touring, Steve and Margaret Byrnes’ sensational 1923 RM
Sport,a 1960 Lancia Flaminia GT, Peter and Katie Brown’s beautiful 1966 Giulia GTC,Vin and Marie Sharp’s
stunning 1961 Giulietta ti, two Montreals, |2 boat-tail spiders, and a couple of South African 3.0lt Alfetta
GTVés. | could go on and on — in reality they were all stunning, the Alfetta Sedans, and the one Alfasud ti
which reminded me of my first Alfa — same model.

s Alfa J
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There were two categories for the display, best overall car including all display cars (not only Alfesta cars)
judged by all attendees on the day and this was won by the beautiful Fiat Dino.

The second category was best overall Alfesta Car, with two runners up. The judging was by popular vote
from Alfesta attendees only.

Third prize went to Rob Losurdo and Michelle Bullen, with their lovely 75 Potenziata “Roxanne” which |
sold to them back in 2018, and second prize was awarded to Vin and Marie Sharp for their beautiful 1961
Giulietta ti. Very surprisingly, Lucia won Best Car. For which we were very thrilled.

’ ) = .
The gorgeous interior of Vin & Marie Sharp’s second Third place went to Rob Losurdo & Michelle Bullen with
placed 1961 Giulietta their lovely 75 “Roxanne”

On Saturday afternoon we really enjoyed the Bees and Cocktail optional activity which involved a fascinat-
ing tour and presentation on the local bee hives and life cycle of the bees and hives. This included a chance
to sample some of Hamish the beekeeper’s beautiful honey and enjoy two honey cocktails with whisky and
vodka — a great starter for the 1920s themed gala dinner!

The theme was 1920s style la famiglia and all the Alfisti family didn’t disappoint with everyone donning their
best gear for the event

We were entertained by an all-female “acapella” foursome called the Catwalk Quartet, who sang some 20s
style songs, followed by jazz band The Dixie Blues playing the night away.

The observation run on Sunday was challenging as one would expect from such a talented Alfesta Commit-
tee. The drive for the observation run was very scenic and hotly contested by the many previous winners
in attendance, namely, the Staffords from SA, and Steve and Di Jones. The winners were Graeme and Lynnie
Peake from Victoria who had also won back in 2016. As a result, they were awarded the Ray Sharp Memo-
rial Trophy at the Sunday night formal presentation dinner.




The final award dinner was a red-carpet event with the spirit of Alfesta award going to Emily Hobbs and
Adam Savis with their two children Maddi and Chase Savis. The Bob Gardiner memorial trophy, which was
for the attendee who amassed the greatest number of points across the various events was awarded to
Peter Brown and his daughter Katie.

Sadly, all things come to an end and after many fond farewells we all headed home. Some went on the post
Alfesta tour planned and led by Martin Leaver. From all reports it was an excellent drive with great venues.

| understand there are already many Alfisti who have booked for WA next year, including us. Finally, | just
want to acknowledge the hard work and dedication put in by Wendy and Mark, the 18 months of scarf knit-
ting by Wendy and Michelle, and thank the whole Alfesta Committee for a wonderful event. See you all in
WA!

Ciao

Pete and Robyn-Ann Mathews

Alfa 7/
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NSW Fire and Rescue to the Rescue

One of the most common questions heard on returning from a road trip since the war in Iran started is
‘Did you have any problems with fuel?’

If this had been put to three Queensland Alfa drivers after Alfesta 2026, the answer would be

‘We certainly did, but not in the way you'd expect!

Our story begins with a plan to deal with the fuel crisis by keeping our Giulietta Veloce tank topped up at
every opportunity in case we came across areas with no 95 octane, although our planned overnight stops
on the way to Alfesta were in Tenterfield, Tamworth, and Orange, which we hoped would be ok.

After the first night in Tenterfield we filled the tank to the brim for the 300km trip to Tamworth, and set off,
noting the drought conditions and roadkill of kangaroos which were obviously coming to the side of the
highway for food. About 20km before Glen Innes we came across carnage of four or five dead kangaroos
which appeared to have been hit as a mob and were strewn across the entire lane.With no way of avoiding
them we aimed for the one that had been most flattened and heard a thump which we assumed was the
front spoiler.

On arriving at Glen Innes, we would normally continue past, but Mary-Alice wanted to see the bank cham-
bers in the main street where her parents used to live, so we detoured into town.At one of the round-
abouts, | could smell petrol, and a look at the fuel gauge showed just under half full, which couldn’t be
explained by the short 90km drive since Tenterfield. A quick check under the car showed fuel pouring out
from underneath and into the gutter, so we drove a couple of hundred metres to a service station which
would have a fire extinguisher and hopefully something to catch the remaining fuel. With petrol running
over the parking area, we got a shallow tray which filled in five minutes and asked for a jerry-can or con-
tainer to transfer it into, but they had nothing suitable. (However, like most service stations today, if you
wanted a chocolate bar or litre of milk, they had a wide selection!)
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GLEN INNES

With fuel now overflowing the tray, the next option was to phone NRMA for roadside assistance. After
going through a menu for booking a caravan park, getting an insurance quote, making a claim, and redeeming
rewards points, finally there was an option for roadside assistance and a recorded message stating there
was an unusually high number of calls and suggesting booking on-line unless the situation was urgent. | felt |
qualified for the urgent priority, and after another lengthy recorded message advising staying in the car with
seatbelts on (?) or keeping well back behind the guardrail, | finally got to talk to someone.When told that
the problem was leaking fuel they advised that no roadside assistance would be sent until the fire brigade
had established a safe working environment.

| googled the Glen Innes Fire Station which was just a few blocks away in the same street but was noted as
closed. | phoned the number and explained the situation and was told that a crew would be despatched
soon. NSWV Fire and Rescue with five crew arrived within about five minutes and quickly cordoned off the
area with cones and spread absorbent material over the driveway.While they considered their options |
went through the laborious process of phoning back NRMA, waiting for confirmation of our RACQ mem-
bership, clicking on a link to show our position on a map, and finally advice that a job was booked in.The
last question was a check on the problem and the cause.When told it was a leaking fuel tank caused by
running over a kangaroo carcass, the response was

‘Oh, that’s impact damage — we can’t send roadside assistance for that. I'll put you through to our insurance
section!’

Not having NRMA Insurance, that concluded almost half an hour of frustration, but fortunately the Fire
Brigade guys had got to work emptying the luggage from the boot, getting out the jack and tools, jacked up
the back of the car, chocked it safely, were transferring fuel from the tray to a plastic drum, and had located
a small hole punched in the vertical face of the tank. By now the level had dropped to the reserve section
below the leak, so we could relax a bit and consider our options.

As it was Sunday morning, workshops were closed, and Monday was the Anzac Day public holiday in NSWV.
One option was to stay in Glen Innes until Tuesday morning which would throw our pre-arranged accom-
modation into chaos.The Firies then thought they could plug the hole with some fuel-resistant soft putty
that they had on the truck but couldn’t guarantee how long it would last. | reversed the car up a makeshift
ramp of wooden blocks to get some working height under it, and the tank was dried and putty applied.We
were advised to put in just enough fuel to get us to the next town and to keep an eye on the fuel gauge for
any unusual drop. So, our clever plan of always keeping the tank topped up had changed to putting in small
amounts and hoping the next town had fuel!
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We thanked the Fire Brigade guys for their help of well over an hour and asked if they had a call-out fee but
were told it was all covered by our taxes.We're not sure that our Queensland taxes cover the NSWV Fire
and Rescue Service, but we were still very grateful.We set off for Armidale keeping a close watch on the
fuel gauge which stayed constant until just out of town, when it seemed to be dropping much quicker. Stop-
ping at a service station in town, the low fuel warning light was on, and again, petrol running over the fore-
court.A request for a container was met with a bucket far too high to fit under the car, so it was moved to
the street and the level again dropped below the hole.

Fortunately, there was an Autobarn store next door, so | bought a Permatex tank repair kit of epoxy putty,
parked the car over a driveway to get some clearance and crawled under to investigate. The first surprise
was that the tank was black plastic, so back to Autobarn to exchange the putty for the correct type, then
cleaning and drying the surrounding area, kneading the two components together and forcing it into the
hole and around the edges. By now it was 4.00pm and we had to wait an hour for it to cure before adding
enough fuel to get us to Tamworth and phoning our accommodation to warn that we would be late, or
maybe not arriving.

With a close watch on the fuel gauge and numerous stops to check under the car for leaks, we got to Tam-
worth for the night, then on to Orange for two nights, where | took the opportunity to again park the car
over a ditch and get under for a check.The repair was rock-hard and well adhered to the plastic, but |
mixed up another batch to go over the original area, sanding the surface and widening the area of contact.

We thoroughly enjoyed Alfesta, with an interesting story to tell, and continued on the post-Alfesta tour,
then on to Canberra before returning home without any further problems, apart from having to buy a new
tyre in Newcastle after picking up a screw, but that seemed to be fairly minor after the drama on the way
down.

A final word on fuel - the total trip was 3,700km and once we were confident to fill the tank completely
again, average consumption was 6.8!/100km.

Laurie Jones
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The Saga of the Black Hole

Just prior to Alfesta our Editor had requested articles of 400 words from Alfesta attendees
My first thoughts on reading the request were “Right, | can do it in about 8 words.”

“Drove there, had a great time, drove home.”

Well, that kinda changed on Day 2.

Day 1. Departing Brisbane at 5 AM in our trust 105 Spider “Gino” (Terry names all of our cars
including the caravan.), we were surprised to see a never-ending stream of headlights bumper to
bumper coming toward us all the way from the Gold Coast. Imagine having to do that on a daily
basis. The traffic going in our direction was moderate, and we were making good time, so
everything was going as per my 8-word summary. The Spider was humming along at 110kph —
sometimes, though the noise would have been deafening if it not for the noise cancelling Ear Buds,
we were using, making us use hand signals to communicate.

Question: Have you driven more than 3 hours with your wife not speaking to you?

We overnighted at Flynn’s Beach Caravan Park in Port Macquarie with a seafood meal with the
Browns and a bottle of white.

Day 2.

Rising earlyish we packed the car, warmed the engine, then reversed — straight over a two log 6”
retaining wall (I had done this the previous evening without a problem). However, this time the car
had a full load plus a full tank of fuel.

Now Mr Murphy came to play.

Out of the 8ft length of log with six countersunk screws, the fuel tank found the only one protruding
above the surface. Result: A 30mm tear and 50 litres of fuel starting to flow onto the driveway.

We raced to the cabin and gathered what plastic bins we could find plus a salad bowl to capture
what fuel we could as there was a creek near the cabin. We were able to dispose it when the Park
manager said he could use it in his mowers.

The Saga Begins — On contacting RACQ they informed us that they could not help as the cause
was impact damage and to contact our insurance company.

The stress was starting....

The first 5 mechanics and panel shops in and around Port Macquarie declined to do the repair,
which involved welding, as the tear was too large for temporary patching. Also the fact that it was
an Alfa Romeo did not help either.

The stress is building...

We then rang Shannons on the dot of 9.00. They immensely helpful, covering all aspects of
dealing with the situation. Their lady was very efficient, and the phone call lasted one and a half
hours. They also could not get a local business to do the repair and organised for the car to be
towed interstate to Automotion.

Stress was increasing....




After two and a half hours, still no tow truck, so Terry rang the towing company, who had not
received confirmation to go ahead. Back to Shannons, a different person said, “Yes, it has been
authorised. Oh, | can’t see where the Towing people have been contacted.”

While we had been waiting Terry organised a rental car with unlimited km with pick up and drop off
in Port Macquarie through Bookings.com. for pickup at the airport at 1400. (None of the car rentals
would do a one way drop off to Brisbane). There is only one Rental company in Port Macquarie
that does unlimited Km. Terry also organised and booked flights back to Brisbane.

So, at 1330 | take a taxi to the airport. Go to the car rental area. This was a completely empty
room, not a sole in sight. Apparently, Port Macquarie rental people only send personnel when they
have a booking and for flight arrivals of which there are few. 1430 — No one has shown up. Rang
the rental company, “Sorry, we don’t have a booking Sir.” - Rang Bookings.com, “Sorry sir, we
cannot process this for another 24 hours, | suggest you cancel your booking and go with another
company!!”

Fortunately, an Avis employee had just arrived so | was able to get a Mazda for seven days, giving
us a total of 1400km limit, but we would have to return the car to the airport.

Meanwhile the tow truck had arrived and took the car to its holding yard.
We finally departed for Bowral at 4.12 pm.

Because of the late start we did not hit Sydney peak hour traffic. However, we were using Google
Maps to guide us. Somehow, probably because of the stress, | did not check to see it | had
selected Tolls, so we missed the tunnels and drove through Sydney suburbia adding 40 minutes to
the trip. Driving through Sydney in heavy traffic at night in a new car is not a pleasant experience.

Mark Edmonds welcomed us Peppers at about 10.15 then lead me right to the bar for a double
whiskey and a glass of bubbles for Terry.




Aflesta was great. The food was good and plentiful, the band was terrific, the drives particularly
good with winding roads and interesting destinations. We particularly enjoyed the HARS museum.
The Show and Shine was the largest | have seen. | believe there were 170 cars on display.

Our Mazdaromeo was not one of them.

It was raining heavily when we departed on Monday morning following Garry and Mary-Anne
Brown in their little Mito, guiding us through Sydney using the tollway as we did not trust our
navigation skills after our experience on the way down. Because we were to fly back to Brisbane
from Port Macquarie, we offloaded most of our luggage into the Mito. It has surprisingly a huge
amount of space with the back seats folded down. Thanks, Garry and Mary-Anne.

We separated from the Browns somewhere north on Sydney and headed for the Hunter Valley for
a couple of days rest. Now here is the thing. We went to the Tempest 2 cellar door for a light lunch
and a wine. They do not do lunches, however, they do do wine tastings. A 3 glass wine tasting for
$5 or a 6 glass wine tasting for$10. As we only wanted to taste white wine we selected the lesser
offer. The quantity of wine in the 3 glasses was equivalent to a full glass which costs $15. Bargain.
In addition, we had a wonderful young lass explaining the nuances of the different wines while we
ate from our cheese platter.

Our accommodation at Grapevines Boutique was excellent. The rooms were well appointed and
modern also there is a pergola at the top of the garden to enjoy the sunset over wine and nibbles.
If you are going to the Hunter | fully recommend a stay here.

While the little Mazda did not miss a beat | found it under powered as you would expect with a
bottom of the range rental.

Our only real regret is that we did not have our Spider at Alfesta.
Next year Busselton. (Maybe)

Colin & Terry Densley

MOBILE MECHANIC

Brisbane’s Mobile Alfa Romeo Specialist

Full range of Mobile services on modern and classic Alffa Romeos
Log Bock Servicing | Repairs | Diagnostics | Electrical repairs

27 years’ experience factory trained technician

High Quality service and repairs at an affordable price

PH: 0405327251 david@dmmmobilemechanic.com.au www.dmmmobilemechanic.com.au
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ADVENTURES OF TRAVELLING ALFISTI

We have just attended the excellent very successful Alfesta at Sutton Forest near Bowral in the Southern
Highlands of NSW. The event had more than 120 attendees and over 130 cars on display at the Show and
Shine on the Saturday in the beautiful grounds of the Peppers Resort, including an exotic Stradale replica
and a 1930’s 1750 and great array of cars from the 60’s up to the present era. Great food as always and
great drives to Kangaroo Valley and also to the HARS (Historic Aircraft Restoration Society) museum at
Albion Park near Shoalhaven. Doubtless the Alfesta will be reported on in more detail elsewhere in this
magazine. Suffice to say we had a magic time there.

On the way back from Alfesta, we intended to spend a couple of nights in the Hunter Valley and then back
to Queensland via the New England Highway. When we left Alfesta on the Monday it rained heavily and we
had to leave the roof up on our 1971 Spider or else get very drenched. The rain continued all the way from
the Southern Highlands up around the M7, M2 and M1 | motorways and on the Pacific Motorway until we
turned off about level with Gosford, and headed northwest up the old Great Northern Road towards Wol-
lombi and Broke.This road is less travelled and a lot of it is fairly isolated and is just bush.

Anyhow we got to a place called Peats Ridge and decided we should stop for petrol. We had seen on
Petrol Spy there was an Ampol service station there and when we got there found the servo and pulled in.
Unlike the nice flash glossy servos advertised on TV, this one was somewhat jaded and tired looking. None-
theless we pulled up next to a pump clearly marked 98 and filled up.

Di, with a keen eye for a good place to have coffee, spotted a café across the street and suggested as it was
morning coffee time that we should call in there. So fortuitously we did. Out the front on the verandah
were two guys having coffee and when we went in, one of them (who looked like he might ride a large
motor cycle) said to us he liked the Spider. We got into conversation with him and it turned out that he
has Alfas and Ferraris and is in the Ferrari Club.

He introduced himself as Sam and then asked if we would like to have a look at his shed. We thought this
might be just like a normal size shed, but looking in someone’s shed is nearly always a great pleasure as you
never know what you are going to see, so we accepted his invitation and followed him to his property a few
minutes away. (He didn’t have a motor bike, but actually was travelling in his mate’s very tasty Porsche.)

Well, when we got to the acreage property from the road it looked like a rural residence, but as we went
up the nice driveway and over a ridge we came to a magnificent modern warehouse-size building of 1600
square metres. There were also two other freestanding 400 square metre sheds with large outside hard-
stand area all around the buildings and inside it is like being in Eldorado.VWhat an AMAZING place!




When you go in, there is a reception type lounge and show room area and then in the main section there
are eight service bays on each side of the building and then a machine shop on one side and a parts room
on the other, followed by a workshop and then after that, a car temporary storage area.The other two
buildings are used for long term car storage.

All the facilities are bright and clean and spotless. In the service bays was a large array of exotic cars, the
majority of which were Ferraris, but also a very nice 105 GTV which had come from Alfaholics in England
and an absolutely gorgeous silver DB5 straight out of James Bond. The storage areas were full of even more
exotic cars — Ferraris and Alfas, including a 105 Junior done to Autodelta spec, a green Montreal and a white
Duetto on which the engine and gearbox are being rebuilt by Sam.

Sam generously spent well over an hour showing us through this absolutely awesome facility, the likes of
which we have not seen anywhere else in Australia. His business is called McIntosh Autofarm and he spe-
cialises in maintenance and restoration of prestige vehicles, particularly Ferraris, together with storage and
care of vehicles in his state-of-the-art facility. He also has his own transporter, and has some clients in Bris-
bane and interstate.

Per .\mnlvalfa /4 25



After our visit to the Autofarm we left to travel to Wollombi and Broke but the Spider, which had run fault-
lessly from Brisbane down to the Southern Highlands and back as far as Peats Ridge, was suddenly running
very poorly. The engine started pinging which it has never done before in 27 years of ownership. It had no
power and was struggling. | tried to give it an “Italian tune up” but it just coughed and spluttered. We went
some kilometres and | thought that we may not reach our destination and that there must be something
wrong with the fuel we had taken on at Peats Ridge, so we turned back to return to Sam’s Autofarm to get
help there rather than conk out in the middle of nowhere. It was fortunate we did turn back because as we
drove up Sam’s driveway the spider blew out some grey smoke and died and did not want to restart.

| walked up over the hill and down to the workshop and Sam had by that time gone to lunch, but | had a
chat with his mechanics and they asked if we had a tow point on the Spider. | said no but it could be
attached to the chassis. They said “How heavy could a Spider be?” and that they would come and push it
over the hill. Five mechanics came up like a posse and gave the car a push till we mounted the ridge and
then | steered it down into the workshop.
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| told the mechanics of my concern about the fuel and they agreed it sounded like a fuel issue. They took
some fuel out of the fuel line next to the carby and put it in a container and to our dismay, it turned out to
be diesel. | am convinced that | used what was supposed to be a 98 pump. | am always very careful to only
use 98, not any lesser octane and certainly not diesel. In retrospect, the fuel hose did feel a bit short and |
believe that someone, maybe unknown to the service station operator, had swapped the hoses over.

Sam’s team were great. They had been working on Ferraris, but a couple of them turned their attention
over to our Spider, drained the fuel tank and system thoroughly, cleaned out the carbys, cleaned the plugs
and changed the fuel filter and a fuel pipe that was starting to crack. Fortunately, having Alfas, Sam had the
fuel filter and pipe in stock. He also had a supply of BP Ultimate 98 petrol and was able to refill the tank.
After spending the afternoon working on her and taking the Spider for a test drive, they gave us back the
car and we were able to again depart at about 10 to 5. Since leaving there, the Spider has again been back
to its normal enthusiastic self and burbled happily through the countryside onto VWollombi and beyond to
the Hunter Valley where we reached our accommodation at Pokolbin in the early evening, somewhat later
than we had originally anticipated! The Spider was a joy to drive in the Hunter and back to Queensland.

We were very blessed to meet up with Sam. We could easily have left Peats Ridge without having stopped
for coffee, or he may not have been there at just the time we turned up, or we may not have gone to look
at his shed. God was shining down on us! We could have driven off into the countryside and landed up
stranded in an isolated area.

Top marks to Sam and his team for having provided such timely and brilliant service and to Sam for having
set up such an incredible business. Sam is very active in the Ferrari world and in racing and local automo-
tive events. He also hosts at his facilities various car events for car enthusiasts. It would be great if he was
closer to QIld so our club could visit. In any event we cannot speak highly enough of Sam, his business and
his great team. His charges are very reasonable for the mechanical and storage services his business pro-
vides and cars entrusted to him are absolutely in the best hands.

What an adventure — part of life’s rich tapestry!

Steve Jones
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CO m petiz i O n e | Graeme Berry | Pics by Steve Bowdery

We'’ve had two Alfa Comp sprint rounds since our last magazine, one at Queensland Raceway and the other
at Lakeside.

Three Alfas ventured out for the Queensland Raceway sprint, with Mark Jackson taking the chocolates from
Darryl Meehan and Terry Druery. It was great to see Terry out there in his 156.Thanks very much for taking
part Terry and we hope to see you at more events this year.

Over at Lakeside we joined the Sunshine Coast Motorsport Club for an all-day sprint event.While there
were only two Alfas taking part, seventy cars in total competed, putting on a ripper show for the spectators.
Phil O’Callaghan led the way for the Alfas, punching out a bunch of 63 second laps in his trusty 105. Gav
Hampstead celebrated his 50th birthday with a very well-driven 68.3 second personal best in the family’s
147 track car. Steven Bowdery grabbed some lovely photos for us, and 85-year-old former Alfa Comp cham-
pion Bob Whitehouse spent the day in the pits chewing the fat.

Next on our calendar is the winter version of the Noosa Hill Climb on the weekend of June 12-14, fol-
lowed by round two of the Morgan Park B Series on July 4/5.

If you haven’t already booked in for the Italian Challenge on Sunday August 2nd, secure your slot ASAP as
it’s already half full. The Italian Challenge has secured some sponsorship from Seductive Auto Detailing, who
will provide prizes for the Show & Shine. If you're keen to get your Alfa looking showroom slick, give Tyler
from Seductive Auto a call on 0468 966 227 or check them out online at www.seductiveauto.com.au

Gavin Hampstead

Phil O’Callaghan
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COm petiZione | Graeme Berry

The Italian Challenge Sprints + Show & Shine
Qld Raceway - Sunday 2"¢ August

B Compete against the clock, with multiple sessions in a dedicated Alfa Romeo
group, with a maximum of 20 cars. Whether you're a seasoned racer or just looking
to get some quality Alfa Romeo track time, this is for you!

6 x 5 lap sessions: 2 Sprint, 2 Clubman & 2 Switchback layouts

o $180 - Driver Entry - Complete the event registration form and pay
AROCA-QId at the time of registration by direct deposit to;

« AROCA (QLD) INC
Bank of Queensland - BSB: 124021
A/C No: 90629538

o $27.50 Track Safety and Maintenance Levy - to be paid directly to Qld
Raceways. Details on this will be provided via email once your
registration and payment to AROCA Qld has been confirmed.

o $30 - Transponder hire — also paid directly to Qld Raceway

Registration must be completed via the link below:
https://www.arocagld.com/cms/pageDisplay.php?module=custom&type=mailf
orm&name=ltalianChallengeSprintReq

Sprints entrants require a Motorsport Australia Speed Licence. Cost is $85 for a
single event or $180 for 12 months, purchased online at motorsport.org.au/licence
MyLaps transponders can be hired on the day at sign on.

Mandatory minimum clothing requirements:

Non-synthetic Long Pants, Long Sleeves, fully Enclosed Shoes, a Helmet to
Australian Standard AS/NZS1698.

Details on the Club Run and Show & Shine will be advised via email.

« ) Event Schedule:

e Sprints:

. 12:00 PM — Sign-on
@312:30 PM — Driver’s Briefing
#1:00 PM — On track

If you experience any problems submitting the entry form, or have any questions
about the event, please contact competition@arocaqgld.com
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Round 5
Friday 12 June - 14 Sunday June
Noosa Hill Climb - Enter via noosahillclimb.com.au

Round 6

Saturday 4/Sunday 5 July — Morgan Park Raceway,
Warwick

Qld Super Sprints B-Series —

Enter for season via Morgan Park website

Round 7
Sunday 12 July — Queensland Raceway, Ipswich
Afternoon Sprint — Enter via Qld Raceways website

Round 8 FEATURE EVENT
Sunday 2 August — Queensland Raceway, Ipswich

Afternoon Sprint — Enter via Qld Raceways website
Including Show & Shine

THE ITALIAN CHALLENGE -

Round 9

Saturday 8/Sunday 9 August — Morgan Park Raceway,

Warwick
Qld Super Sprints B-Series —
Enter for season via Morgan Park website

\
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Round 10

Saturday 15/Sunday 16 August —

Leyburn Historic Sprints

Two-day street sprint event — Enter via Leyburn
Sprints website

Round 11

Saturday 3/Sunday 4 October — Morgan Park
Raceway, Warwick

Qld Super Sprints B-Series — Enter for season via
Morgan Park website

Round 12
Sunday 11 October — Queensland Raceway, lpswich
Afternoon Sprint — Enter via Qld Raceways website

Round 13
Saturday 17 October - Lakeside Park, Dakabin
Sprint - Enter via Sunshine Coast Motorsport Club

Round 14
Friday 13 November - Sunday 15 November
Noosa Hill Climb - Enter via noosahillclimb.com.au

Round 15

Sunday 22 November — Queensland Raceway,
Ipswich

Afternoon Sprint — Enter via Qld Raceways website

More info: email Competition Secretary Graeme
Berry on competition@arocaqld.com
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Windmill
Garage

Jorrit Kooistra
0401 318 421
thewindmillgarage@gmail.com

www.thewindmillgarage.com.au

ALFA ROMEO SPARE PARTS

Ask a direct importer

* Discount for Alfa Club Members * Professional & experienced staff

* Guaranteed next day delivery * OEM & replacement parts

* Huge range of parts in stock * Friendly personal service

* Parts for all models * Lampware, accessories & key rings

The Spare Place

Direct importers of Alfa Romeo spare parts

Shop 3/202 Portrush Road Trinity Gardens SA 5068

t+61088212 3505 f-+610882123785 e alfaimports@thespareplace.com.au
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A Uutomotion

Log Book Servicing | Timing Belt Replacement | Mechanical Repairs

Restoration & Modification | Minor & Major Overhauls 00

Phone: (07) 38551644 1/60 Pickering Street, Enoggera, QLD 4051
info@automotion.com.au www.automotion.com.au (@) automotionaus

@@ ITALIAN AUTOMOTIVE SPARES

<> CALL US 03 9036 1606

Supplying a large range of new OEM and Professional service
aftermarket spare parts for: Knowledgeable staff
Quality and trusted brands
Alfa Romeo - Fiat - Lancia Competitively priced
Ferrari - Maserati - Lamborghini Early to current model product range

Fiat Professional - lveco Efficient delivery
Club member discount

9 Dairy Drive, Coburg North VIC 3058 | W: www.italianautomotivespares.com.au | E: info@italianautomotivespares.com.au




