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Presidente | John Anderson

Greetings Queensland Alfisti!

Is it almost Alfesta already? This year is flying by. 

One decision of the committee that I want to make sure that you know about is that they have decided to 
increase membership fees for the coming membership year (July 2026 to June 2027). Online memberships 
(ie you do not get a paper magazine) go from $50 to $55, and the paper magazine membership goes from 
$75 to $85. This is largely due to the recent increase in the costs of producing the paper magazine. We want 
to continue to have a paper magazine, but we don’t expect all members to heavily subsidise it. So, we’re 
asking those who do want a paper version to pay a little more to cover the costs. Even at $85, we’re still 
one of the cheapest full memberships of all the Alfa clubs in Australia, so it’s still definitely good value. These 
rates take effect from 1st of July 2026, so remember the new rate when you renew your membership.

Sticking with membership, the committee also decided to reduce the pro-rata periods for new members. 
We used to have 4 rates depending on when in the year new members joined – one per quarter. We’re sim-
plifying that, reducing it to 2. So, if you’re a new member and you join before the 1st of January, you pay the 
full price for the membership. From then, you pay half price (until renewal in July, of course). Remember, the 
pro-rata rates apply to NEW members only, to help minimise any barriers to joining based on the time of 
year. If you’re a current member and have been a bit slack in renewing your membership, you are renewing 
and not joining, so you pay for the full year regardless of when you do it.

On to other things. You might have noticed more of a competition flavour to the magazine since our new 
editor, Brent Hampstead took over. Competition has always been an important part of Alfa Romeo’s history, 
and our club mirrors that. But when you have a competition-focused editor, and not many contributions 
from others, you get a competition-focused magazine! Not that there’s anything wrong with that of course 
– I’m enjoying it! However, our club involves many things, including competition. The magazine is supposed 
to be a place where members can contribute articles that they think might be of interest to others who, 
like them, love their alfas. So, if you have an interesting Alfa story to tell, don’t leave it to Brent to fill the 
magazine up with articles that he likes. Write it up and send it to editor@arocaqld.com so that we can all 
enjoy it. Have you done a restoration in the past? Tell us that story. Have you been to the museum in Italy 
or some other significant car event? We’d all love to hear about it – especially if you have pics. If you’re a 
longer-term member and have a story about the ‘good old days’, the rest of us would like to hear something 
of what made this club special. Or even if it’s just the story of how you came to love Alfas – we’d like to 
read it. I look forward to seeing those stories!

Webmaster Keith 
Faulkner and partner 
Sally Redman       
pictured here at 
Alfesta ‘17
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As I said earlier, competition is a big part of what made Alfa Romeo what it is today. I know many people 
are reticent to get involved in competition because they think it requires roll cages, fire extinguishers, etc 
and they just want to enjoy their cars as they are. Well, good news! We have two competition categories 
designed for people to take their road cars on the track. We call them Sprints and Regularity. Sprints just 
require that you get a particular licence (just by registering and paying for it), a transponder so that they 
can track your times, and that you wear wrist to ankle non-synthetic clothing and a helmet. I’ve left out 
some minor nuances for brevity, but that’s basically it. You go out on the track, and you drive as fast as you 
can (safely). Regularity has the same requirements, except the format is that you put in consistent laps, not 
necessarily the fastest (although if you can consistently drive at your fastest, that works!). The more experi-
enced competition people are only too happy to share their knowledge of the track and car set up, so that 
you can get the most out of your driving experience. If that sounds like something you’d like to do, start by 
contacting our Competition Secretary, Graeme Berry on competition@arocaqld.com and have a chat.

And if you want to just dip your toe in the water of driving on the track before committing further, the 
Renault Car Club have invited us to participate in the ‘Happy Laps’ that they’ve organised. Happy laps are 
where you get to drive on the track. There’s usually a pace car keeping everyone at a limited speed (they 
aim for a maximum of about 120 kph), and within that restriction, you can experience driving on the track. 
This ensures a genuine track experience while minimising shenanigans that put you and your car at risk. The 
dates are on the ‘other’ calendar on the website.

And to finish, I want to congratulate Life Member, former Vice President and Webmaster Keith Faulkner on 
his retirement. He’s moving to Tasmania, but he’ll always be a life member of the Queensland club. Keith set 
up our website which we’ve all used as a fantastic tool for communication about the club activities and 
other related information for getting on to 2 decades. He’ll be retiring from being the Webmaster too, and 
we hope to announce who will be taking over soon. I’m sure I can speak for all the club when I say thank 
you Keith for all your work as webmaster, and 5 years as Vice President, and we wish you and Sally happy 
adventures in your lovely Spider on the Apple Isle.

Ciao for now,

John Anderson

Vale Paul Halstead
On the 6th of February this year, the Australian motoring industry lost a true pioneer, when Paul Halstead 
passed away at the age of 80.

Paul is best known to Alfisti as the driving force behind the Giocattolo Group B supercar that he created 
with designer Barry Lock. Known affectionately as the Chook Lotto and the Supercar from Caloundra, Hal-
stead and Lock built 15 production versions of this super-cool mini muscle car in their Sunshine Coast 
shed.

Inspired by Alfa Romeo’s abandoned Sprint 6C project, Halstead and Lock used the body of an Alfasud 
Sprint and shoehorned in a mid-mounted, HSV 5 litre V8 and ZF transaxle to produce a road-registered 
rocket that could dash from 0-100kph in less than five seconds. That’s proper quick even by today’s stan-
dards. Halstead’s Giacattolo did it in 1988!

I’m sure that earlier this year many an Alfa Romeo fan toasted Paul’s passing with a Bundy Rum.
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Editore | Brent Hampstead

Welcome to the April edition of Per Sempre Alfa. 

Thanks very much to everyone who has contributed to this month’s magazine. Members have chipped in 
with some excellent articles and superb pics, making for a club magazine we can all be proud of.

Special thanks to President John who has put together a great historical piece on Ugo Sivocci, the man who 
left his mark on Alfa Romeo history by painting the famous four-leaf clover on the flanks of his race car way 
back in 1923. This story is an excellent reflection on a piece of Alfa Romeo DNA that most of us take for 
granted. Thanks John.

A special shout out also to long-time reader, first-time writer Alex Berry, who has filled in for his dad 
Graeme this month, penning an excellent report on the Morgan Park sprints. Watch out Alex, the old man 
might rope you into the permanent editorial roster!

The beginning of March was hectic in the Hampstead Brothers Racing shed with all the 147’s road car 
finery making way for a roll cage. Rob Cantle and I spent an entire day removing everything from the inte-
rior, reducing the poor little Alfa to a bare bones shell.

The following day Gav and Chris Hampstead joined the party to install the new bolt-in cage. And what a 
mammoth job it was! We chose a bolt-in, six-point, state level cage from AGI in Sydney, as this is the pre-
ferred cage of the Twin Spark Cup. 

While the written instructions and YouTube videos make installation of an AGI cage look like a piece of 
cake, the reality inside the tight confines of the 147 was very different. There was zero wriggle room 
between the b-pillars, and the final piece of the puzzle, the windscreen bar, was about 20mm too long! For-
tunately, AGI fabricated a shorter windscreen bar and had it to us within three days. One final day on the 
tools and we had the car ready for round one of the B Series at Morgan Park. What a relief!

Enjoy the read. Cheers!

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: 
15th May 2026

It was all fun and games until the roll cage didn’t fit! The offending windscreen bar
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Membri | Darryl Green

Not a lot of Alfa Romeo activity of note has occurred at Casa Verde lately - with the exception of the 
observation in the rear vision mirror, when exiting the garage, that the roof lining is the latest addition to 
the list things that fail on a 159 after 20 years. 

If anyone has personal experience with a purveyor of roof lining repair services I'd be interested to hear. 
This is one of those jobs that has never made it onto my list of DIY projects to attempt - and if it did it 
would be a long way down a list mostly populated by a Queenslander 100 years older than the car. I am of 
course referring to our house, not my spouse here - though she is also a Queenslander, substantially older 
than the 159, and fond of adding items to my to-do list.

On the subject of lists, the membership list now totals 224 current memberships, including recent applica-
tions received from Alfisti with a wide range of Alfas, not to mention one from Carlo Righini who has the 
bug but is yet to find the Alfa his dreams.

Yes, we do accept memberships from those with an interest or association with the marque, and not only 
from current Alfa Romeo owners - hence the associate membership category. I hope Carlo's quest for the 
right Alfa Romeo is successful soon, and we also welcome those other new members who are already 
enjoying Alfa Romeo ownership.

Darryl Green’s159 Sportwagon
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Mid-Week Drive| Tony Nelson | Photos: John Heidemann

Secrets on the Lake February 2026
Secrets on the Lake at Montville looked after us so well in 2025, I felt they deserved a visit in 2026.  The 
idea was to also allow Sunshine Coast MWD members a close location to join us. We did have 5 of the 12 
Sunshine Coast MWD members join us on the day as well as Garry and Sheridan Spowart from 
Toowoomba and Doug and Cynthia Earl from near Canungra. 

On my initial telephone call to the restaurant, I reserved 35 breakfast spaces.  We actually had initially 46 
members register to attend and ended up with 35 MWD members attending in 20 cars. The venue actually 
has the capacity to look after 80 people in a sitting.

This is now the record for attendance in the 14 years of Mid-Week Drives, with the last record of 34 
members, again attending Secrets on the Lake on the 5th of February 2025.

A bit of history, in 2012 we had attendance of 5 and 7 members at different events and in 2013 again 
around 7 members, so attendances have certainly grown. I see Peter Mathews, Steven Bowdery, Rob and 
Shirley Grant and Doug and Cynthia Earl as regular supporters from 2012 as well as Keith Faulkner and 
Paul Ross who was a great sweep car operator and sadly passed away last year.                                           
Memories, now back to 2026. 

I really appreciate members who initially register letting me know when they cannot attend so I am not 
calling them on the morning of the day asking if they are still coming.

As I mentioned last time, our Brisbane Lord Mayor is now boasting over 600 people a week are making 
Brisbane their new home, which is obviously clogging up our road systems. Thus, I am trying to select out of 
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town meeting places to try to avoid members getting caught in suburban traffic jams, even early in the 
morning. Our drivers are just so prompt so we were actually able to leave 5 minutes earlier than planned 
from the BP Northbound at Burpengary.

The northbound M1 is a bit of a mess and then we add to it with 15 cars leaving at once. It took us until 
after Caboolture to all gather together in time for us to exit onto the Steve Irwin Way. There are some 
stop/go places on this road as we witnessed the land clearing for the much-needed new northbound rail 
line.

Arriving at Landsborough I was able to call Bubbles and Ron Schulz on the CB radio, who were waiting with 
Brent Hampstead, to let them know we were approaching and they joined on as we drove past.  Brent was 
impressed with my Montreal's air horns! Onwards to Montville on a very humid day. We must have been a 
lot tougher in the ‘70s with non-airconditioned cars. We eventually arrived at the top of the road to our 
breakfast venue, where I stopped so members could see the drop into the extinct caldera of Lake Baroon.

The amount of timber carving at the venue adds interest to the visit. The surrounding greenery and water 
views helped us to feel cooler on such a humid day.

I warned the members of the scarcity of car parking at the venue and for members who needed to leave 
earlier to not get parked in by other member's cars.

The venue had two long dining tables set up for us and I had requested glasses and water on the tables so 
we could hydrate after our drive.

The attending members are all very approachable and it really does not matter where you sit as the conver-
sation flows very easily.

Many things discussed including some of us still dealing with insurance companies with storm/cyclone claims 
from 2025.
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As it turned out a member had a birthday that day so good wishes were shared with him.

John Heidemann again did not disappoint with his photographic skills, and I shared his photos with those 
attending and members who had apologised for not attending. John also shares his photos on the club Face-
book page, so make sure you take the time to see them. Now Editor Brent has to sort through these 
photos to select to accompany this piece.

Tim Clarkson took over at short notice the sweep position, and because of our long convoy we did lose 
CB radio contact. Thank you Tim. We had Neil and Jenny Summerson in the middle of the convoy to relay 
the messages forward and back. It is pleasing to see members purchasing CB radios as it adds to the safety 
of our convoy. Remember 5watt or better. I always let the sweep car know when we are turning or 
approaching traffic lights and the sweep car advises if the convoy made it through the lights or if we needed 
to pull over to allow them to catch up. Hardly ever do we have a breakdown, but this is invaluable as the 
sweep car can advise what is best to do.

As you know I usually keep the breakfast location a secret and only share with members who register for 
that event, so as I always say in closing, Mid-Week Drive events are available to all financial club members.  
All you have to do to receive invitations is to go to the club website, click Calendar and then Click Mid-
Week Drives and complete your details. There is never an expectation for you to join every event and 
frankly, if all members did register for an event, most cafes would not be able to cater for the numbers.

Clockwise from left:

Alfa’s in the rainforest; 
Secrets’ wacky footbridge;
The wide-mouth Monty;
Rare 1750 Turbo Brera
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Binna Burra March 2026
Mid-Week Drive| Tony Nelson | Photos: John Heidemann

It has been some time since I have taken Mid-Week Drive members to Binna Burra Tea House for break-
fast.

Looking at my records of all Mid-Week Drives since our first outing on 19th June 2012, I see the last time I 
took a group to Binna Burra was the 11th of March 2021, where again I was looking for a cooler climate 
venue in the March heat.

Thanks to Cynthia and Doug Earl who have taken members there more recently while we have been away. 
So long as Donald behaves himself, Cynthia and Doug have again volunteered to create a MWD for when 
we are away from July to early September this year.

I do remember when writing my last piece about the drive to Binna Burra stating it is one of the best drives 
you can take anywhere in the world. I know it is a big call, and I would on reflection now say the drive from 
Beechmont to Binna Burra and reverse qualify. Check it out and let me know what you think?

The venue offers a price discount for seniors at the cafe and there is an amazing view from the loca-
tion. You can still visit the museum there documenting the terrible bushfires which destroyed this and many 
other close locations in September 2019.

Sadly, our go-to Eggs Benedict was no longer on the menu, but our 23 attending members found other 
breakfast items. The staff tried hard but struggled with some of our breakfast delivery as usually we are on 
our own there, but a large group of motorbike riders was also in attendance that day.
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An wild card entry was granted to this Volvo interloper

Recently, I read about how the insurance companies have increased the cost of coverage which threatens 
the viability of this and other similar venues, so a great drive to enjoy, in a cool location and know you are 
giving back, so I encourage you to try out these locations.

I offered three places for members to meet us for the event which seems to be appreciated by the attend-
ing members.

John Heidemann has already shared his great photos on the club Facebook page for your enjoyment and 
now Editor Brent has to select photos to accompany this piece. So many great photos. I personally enjoyed 
the Editor's placement of the panorama photo of our group at breakfast at Hinze Dam in the last magazine. 
Well done John and Brent.

I also shared John's photos with attending members and also members who sent in an apology for non-at-
tendance for many reasons, which is always appreciated by the organiser.

Thank you to Neil and Jenny Summerson who volunteered to be our sweep car for this event and ensured 
we all arrived safely, and Martin Kelly who took over when Neil and Jenny were slowed down in traffic 
passing through Canungra.  A practical example of my placing a member with another CB radio in the 
centre of the convoy, as with myself in the lead position it is impossible for me to know what is happening 
at the end of a 13-car convoy.

Also, many thanks to Webmaster Keith Faulkner who for the past 14 years has assisted a non-techno get 
the MWD message out to you. We will all miss you Keith and your shared skills but wish you and Sally all 
the best on your new adventure.

This was our last Mid-Week Drive before Alfesta, so now members can attend to the reliability of their cars 
before heading off to Bowral NSW.  As this year’s Alfesta is offered away from the Easter period and with 
the encouragement of Peter Mathews, Gail and I will be attending. The Montreal has just received new tyres. 
The old tyres still had plenty of tread and looked great, but they were past their 10-year from production 
time, so would be considered by an insurance assessor as unroadworthy.

As we have travelled North and South so far this year, our next Mid-Week Drive will be West at a location 
where Sunshine Coast (yay!...Ed.) and Toowoomba members will find a shorter drive on country roads, 
bypassing early morning commuter traffic.
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Social | Words & Photos Dan Truesdale

Coffee with a View - Southside

Mt Mee Run to The Gantry

There are few things Alfisti enjoy more than great coffee, good food, and admiring our cars - and the 
“Coffee with a View” catch-up at Mount Gravatt Outlook delivered all of that.

Members rolled in bright and early to Lovewell Café on Saturday 14 February. The reward for the early 
alarm was a stunning outlook, a relaxed atmosphere, and the buzz of conversation. For those of us who 
were early, we got to see and hear the other Alfas come crackling around the corner into the Mt Gravatt 
carpark. Garry Brown dusted off the 105 and brought her up for a run, and the Densleys were sporting the 
new exhaust on their Giulia Veloce.

The day had an added bonus - Valentine’s Day, so the gentlemen all bragged about taking partners to break-
fast to celebrate. The turnout was excellent, giving everyone plenty of opportunity to catch up after the 
Christmas break. Lovewell Café lived up to its reputation for great food and coffee, and with windows over-
looking the view of the city it was hard to imagine a better setting.

A big thank you to everyone who came along and helped make Coffee with a View such a great success.

Phil Shanks wanted to take his excellent Series 3 Spider out for a club run, and that seemed as good an 
excuse as any to plan something. As a result, Sunday 15 March saw an enthusiastic group of Alfisti gather 
bright and early at Zarraffa’s Coffee, Grovely, ready for a scenic run up to The Gantry at Mount Mee.

By 8:00am, the car park was alive with conversation, coffee cups, and the familiar sight of open bonnets as 
members checked out engines. An 8:30am departure saw us set off via Patricks Road and Samford Road, 
winding through Ferny Hills and Mount Samson before tackling the climb up Mount Mee Road.

The drive was everything a Sunday morning run should be — great roads, great scenery, and a relaxed pace 
that allowed everyone to enjoy both the drive and the company. With minimal traffic and clear conditions, 
the convoy wound its way through the hills before descending via Sellin Road into Dayboro, and on to our 
destination.

After roughly an hour on the road, the group arrived at The Gantry. Realising it was still early, some 
members headed for home, while others set off to further explore and enjoy the surrounding region. A 
great morning drive.
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Coffee with a View - Northside
If February was a relaxed Southside warm-up, March proved that the Northside was more than ready to 
turn things up a notch. The plan was coffee, breakfast, and a view at Woody Point Café 3Eightnine on Satur-
day 14 March. 

A booking was made for twelve, but by the time the morning unfolded, twenty-eight Alfisti had arrived, and 
we pretty much took over the café. As Social Convenor I wanted to make sure everyone felt welcome and I 
hadn’t met a few of the new people so when I saw an Alfisti and his partner arrive I welcomed them whole 
heartedly but received a pretty cool reception – turned out they were just customers and they thought I 
was the local member trying to drum up votes.  They turned out to be great fun and really enjoyed the 
camaraderie of the club taking over their regular café.

The day was incredibly windy but sitting inside looking out was great – there’s a photo here showing 4 red 
Alfas in a row - very impressive. Funny story: Rob Young had had knee surgery and out of his 28 or so Alfas 
he drove the only one that’s automatic, so the man with the sore knee had to extricate himself from the 
depths of his 4C.

The café filled with familiar faces, animated conversation, and the sound of cups, cutlery, and chat combined 
with tables being joined and seating rearranged and somehow the staff made it all work, keeping coffee and 
breakfasts flowing despite the unexpected numbers.

Conversation bounced easily from car talk to upcoming events, past drives, and plenty of good-natured 
banter. What could have been a logistical challenge quickly turned into one of those mornings that club 
magazines are written about—busy, slightly chaotic, and thoroughly enjoyable. Keith Faulkner and Sally 
Redman dropped in to say final good-byes before they take off for Tasmania as their new home – great to 
see them both.

The day turned out great for the café – usually the bike riders make the café part of their morning but with 
the incredibly windy conditions there was not one bike rider to be seen, so the café welcomed our busi-
ness.

A big thank you to everyone who turned up (and turned twelve into twenty-eight), and to the café staff for 
handling the surprise crowd with a smile.
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Visit to Rob Young’s Alfa Heaven
Social | Words & Photos Dan Truesdale

An added bonus for the Northside coffee was a visit to Rob Young’s Alfa Heaven — 25 Alfas ranging from a 
to-be-restored 1957 Spider, not one but two Roundtail Spiders (Series 1), two Kamm-tail Spiders (Series 2), 
a 1750 Series 1 GTV, two 1600 GTV Juniors, two 1750 GTVs, a 2000 GTV, a 1300 Stepnose, a Grand Prix 
GTV6, two other GTV6s, two 2000 GTVs, two 916 3.0-litre GTVs, a 156 GTA, a 3.2-litre GT, a 2.0-litre 
Berlina, and a 3.0-litre 916 Spider. Wow!

All housed in a shed that can easily accommodate them — plus a spray booth … heaven!
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Words don’t do the shed justice, so see the photos. And is that a Porsche Speedster body shell you see? Yes 
— not to be satisfied with just Alfas, Rob has a plan to re-body a modern MG TF with a fibreglass Porsche 
Speedster body. Knowing the calibre of work Rob does, it should be awesome.

Not quite ready to go home, after leaving Rob’s shed some of us got a close up of Gilles’ lovely Alfa 4C, and 
a chance to hear it take off ‘under load’.
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Ugo Sivocci subtly identified here by John Anderson

Ugo Sivocci | John Anderson

The Man Who Gave Alfa Romeo Its Lucky Clover
In the golden age of motor racing, when Alfa Romeo was forging its legend on dusty Sicilian roads and the 
banked curves of Monza, one driver stood out not just for his skill but for the symbol he left behind. Ugo 
Sivocci, the quiet, precise Italian racer from Aversa, didn’t chase glory with flamboyance. He chased it with 
calm determination—and a splash of green paint that would become the most famous talisman in automo-
tive history: the Quadrifoglio.

Born on 29 August 1885 in Aversa (Caserta province), Sivocci began as a pioneering cyclist, placing second 
in the gruelling 600 km Corsa Nazionale. After World War I, he turned to cars, working as a mechanic in 
Milan. There he crossed paths with a young Enzo Ferrari. The two became fast friends. Sivocci even helped 
Ferrari land his first drives with CMN and shared the wheel with him on the 10th Targa Florio in 1919, 
fending off wolves in the Abruzzo mountains along the way. When Ferrari joined Alfa Romeo in 1920, he 
repaid the favour by bringing his mentor into the fold.

At the Portello factory, Sivocci joined the original Alfa Corse works team alongside Antonio Ascari, 
Giuseppe Campari, and Ferrari himself. Italian journalists dubbed them “The Four Musketeers.” They weren’t 
just team-mates—they were brothers. Sivocci had known Ascari since their De Vecchi days in 1911. 
Campari, the burly chief tester and opera singer, brought passion and power. Ferrari supplied the vision. 
Together they turned the red cars from Milan into a force to be reckoned with. Sivocci’s style was never 
showy: cold, correct, respectful of his mechanics, yet devastatingly effective. He was the steady hand the 
team could always count on.

The breakthrough year was 1923. Alfa Romeo prepared special “Corsa” versions of the new RL for the XIV 
Targa Florio—lighter, shorter, and boosted to around 95 hp in the 3.2-litre spec Sivocci drove. Heading to 
Sicily, the superstitious Sivocci decided he needed extra help. With a can of white paint and a pot of green, 
he daubed a four-leaf clover (Quadrifoglio) on a white square background—rotated 45 degrees—on both 
sides of his radiator. Number 13 on the grille? No problem. On 15 April, over four laps of the 108 km 
Madonie circuit (432 km total), Sivocci and riding mechanic Angelo Guatta delivered a masterclass. They 
never stopped for fuel, took the lead on lap three, and crossed the line in 7 hours 18 minutes at an average 
59.177 km/h. Ascari finished second (despite electrical woes and a passenger he wasn’t supposed to carry), 
Giulio Masetti fourth. Three Alfas in the top four. Alfa Romeo’s first major international victory. And the 
green clover? It had worked its magic.
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Clockwise from left: Sivocci in action;      
The famous Quadrifoglio;                   
The car he won the 1923 Targa Florio in, 
now in the Museo Alfa Romeo

That symbol wasn’t just for show. Other team cars carried variants—Ascari’s on a triangle, Campari’s on a 
circle—to help spectators identify the Milan entries. But Sivocci’s Quadrifoglio captured the public imagina-
tion. It was his personal charm against the bad luck that had so often denied him wins.

Tragically, the charm’s power would soon be tested. Just five months later, on 8 September 1923, Sivocci was 
testing the brand-new Giuseppe Merosi-designed P1 Grand Prix car at Monza in preparation for the Euro-
pean Grand Prix. The car he drove that morning carried no Quadrifoglio. At the Serraglio curve, after the 
underpass, it skidded off the track and slammed into a tree. Sivocci, aged 38, was killed instantly; mechanic 
Guatta survived. Enzo Ferrari, waiting in the pits, ran to the scene and helped carry his friend’s body to the 
ambulance. In mourning, Alfa Romeo withdrew its remaining entries. Number 17—the one Sivocci carried 
that day—would never again be assigned to an Italian racing car.

From that moment, the Quadrifoglio became more than a lucky charm. Alfa Romeo made it the official 
emblem of its racing cars. The original square background was changed to a triangle—symbolising the 
missing side, the empty space left by Sivocci’s departure. It has adorned every great Alfa racer since: the P2 
that won the first World Championship in 1925, the 158/159 Alfettas that took Fangio and Farina to F1 
titles, the GTA, the 33 TT12 and SC12 world championship prototypes, right through to today’s Giulia and 
Stelvio Quadrifoglio road cars. Whenever an Alfa takes to the track or the street in its highest-performance 
form, that green clover on white reminds us of the quiet driver who painted it first.

Ugo Sivocci’s competitive career with Alfa was short—barely three seasons—but his legacy is eternal. He 
helped put the marque on the international map, forged unbreakable bonds with legends like Ascari, 
Campari, and Ferrari, and gave us the symbol that still makes every Alfa heart beat faster. The next time you 
see a Quadrifoglio badge gleaming on the bonnet of a modern Alfa, tip your hat to the man from Aversa. He 
didn’t just drive for Alfa Romeo—he gave it its soul.

Viva il Quadrifoglio. Viva Ugo Sivocci.
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Life Member Profile | Keith Faulkner

Embodying the Alfisti Spirit

Keith and Sally at Alfesta 2014

Keith’s beloved 1972 Spider Volce

I never set out to be an Alfisti – or join the club. I grew up in a family that drove Fords and Holdens, 
although the last cars my dad owned were a Morris 1100 and Morris 1500 (the car in which I learned to 
drive).

Never-the-less, in the late 1980s, a 1978 1.3 litre Alfasud Ti (amazingly rust-free) found its way into the 
garage beside my restored 1972 Ford Capri. The inevitable search for an Alfa-savvy mechanic led to Rowan 
Jackson at Volare and an introduction to AROCA. 

The Sud was sadly written off in an accident but was replaced with a 1988 1.5L Alfa 33 Super. The Super 
was, in turn, replaced by not one, but a matching pair of 1989 2.5L Alfa 75 three-speed automatics. Eventu-
ally, however, I found what I always wanted, a 1972 2L Spider Veloce, which I’ve owned for almost two 
decades now, and the car my son learned to drive in.

During the 1990s and early 2000s, the club was extremely active and vibrant, led by presidents such as Jan 
Wickham, Ken Percival and Ian Hyland, and supported by an incredibly hard-working and dedicated commit-
tee. The social calendar was jam-packed: long country drives (many overnight), observation runs (Ian and I 
organised a midnight-to-dawn one), workshop visits and driver training days.

Our webmaster Keith Faulkner and partner Sally Redman have packed up their Queensland home 
and moved to Tasmania. Keith has been an AROCA Queensland member for almost forty years and 
was awarded Life Membership in 2014. Keith has served the club in many roles including vice presi-
dent, magazine editor and club shop manager, but his real legacy is the creation and maintenance of 
our club’s website. Here’s Keith’s Alfa journey, as penned for Nought to Fifty.
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I had become a member of the management committee not long after joining, taking up the role of club 
shop manager (immediately computerising the inventory of course) and have been involved in club affairs 
ever since, either as a member of the committee or I one of the ex-officio positions, such as webmaster. 

I wrote many articles for the club magazine back then, so it was almost inevitable that I eventually did a stint 
as editor. The 1998 Alfesta at Brisbane South Bank was my first experience helping to organise the national 
gathering; it was also the first time the event had been held in a capital city CBD and was a roaring success.

AROCA is, of course, a car club, but it’s the people who stood out the most for me. In this book, you may 
have read about some of them: club stalwarts like the three past presidents I have already mentioned, Laurie 
and Mary-Alice Jones, Rob and Shirley Grant, Steve and Di Jones, Bernie Campbell, former long-serving trea-
surer Garry Spowart, legends like Richard Anderson and John French, and characters like Doug Stonehouse. 

Without exception, I found these club members warm and generous – Ian Hyland loaned me his stunning 
Giulia Super for a few months when I was temporarily Alfa-less, Jan Wickham bequeathed me her club 
number plates (08LEG) when she sold her Spider, I had the honouring of chauffeuring Rob and Shirley’s 
daughter in my Spider on her wedding day, Bernie fixed a mantel clock for me, and Garry and Sheridan 
Spowart invariably let me drive their Alfa during Alfestas when I have to fly in. 

Members such as these, embodying the Alfisti spirit, are the reason the club has enjoyed 50 years of success, 
and they serve as role models for those guiding the club in the future. 

Quirky number plates! Left:  Keith got 
punny with the Spider’s number plate; 
Above: Despite the 33 number plate,  
this was the Faulkner’s Alfa 75
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Brisbane Motor Museum Pics John Heidemann

AROCA Queensland member John Heidemann is not only an Alfa Romeo fanatic, he’s also a very talented 
photographer. His photographic prowess is on show in every edition of Per Sempre Alfa. Until the 7th of 
June, John’s pristine Alfetta GTV6 is on display at the Brisbane Motor Museum, giving all Queenslanders the 
opportunity to admire John’s impeccable car presentation.

Here’s a few pics (taken by John of course), showcasing the GTV6 in position as part of this wonderful 
display.  The GTV6 is part of the Aussie vs Euro showcase, which can be viewed at the Brisbane Motor 
Museum, 959 Nudgee Road, Banyo. Call 3195 7804 for details. 
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Festival dell’Auto Italiana Pics George Brook

On the 22nd of March this year Sunshine Coast Alfisti and fellow Italian car fans gathered at M Bodyworks 
in Yandina for the inaugural Festival dell’ Auto Italiana.

Essentially a Cars & Coffee event, the Festival was a fantastic way for the Sunny Coast crew to get together 
and admire some lovely Italian machinery.

Thanks to George Brook, Marcus Ferguson and the crew from Scuderia Yandina Creek for putting on the 
display and supplying us with a some ripper pics. 
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Racing Adventures| Brent Hampstead | Photos: Darryl Meehan

Two weeks, two cars, two states
In a hectic two-week period in late February/early March, Gold Coast-based club member Darryl Meehan 
towed two race cars to two states to compete in two very exciting race meetings.

The pictures really tell the story, but I’ll do my best to stitch it together for you from messages exchanged 
on our AROCA racers WhatsApp group.

Darrly entered Round 1 of AROCA Qld’s Alfa Comp to give his Alfetta GTV a last-minute workout at 
Queensland Raceway, before heading south for his first interstate race meeting at One Raceway in Goul-
burn, NSW. Luckily, he did as the GTV had a minor fuel pressure issue that needed addressing.

Fast forward five days and Darryl arrived at One Raceway (previously Wakefield Park), ready to take on 
NSW Alfisti on their home turf.

Darryl qualified fifth overall, and first in 2 litre class, but officials quickly bailed him up about exceeding noise 
restrictions (the Alfetta was 99db, with a 95db limit). A Coke can hose clamped to the tail pipe was installed 
for race one but failed miserably. WhatApp chatter was full of suggested bush-mechanics, including the suc-
cessful combo of a pot scouring pad inside a gal-downpipe elbow. Gotta love amateur racing ingenuity!

Darryl went on to have a very successful weekend, finishing second in class and fifth overall. 

Then it was straight back into the big, black tow rig for the return journey to the Gold Coast, before 
loading up the Group S 1750 GTV for the long drive to Phillip Island, for the annual Phillip Island Classic 
Festival of Motorsport.

The number 91 Group Sb 1750 has a long history with AROCA Qld, having been owned and competed for 
more than two decades by Alfa legend Paul Young. Youngie retired from racing last year and passed custodi-
anship of the little white and orange GTV to Darryl. 

Conditions at PI were reported to be cool and breezy - perfect for racing. The GTV ran perfectly in prac-
tice and qualifying, posting a very credible 2.01 for 33rd position out of 52 starters. Unfortunately, at the 
start of Race 1 the Alfa showed low oil pressure on the out lap and zero oil pressure by the time Darryl 
lined up on the grid. For the safety of the engine Darryl parked the car at the earliest available exit and 
took no further part in the weekend. 

As they say…that’s motor racing.

Thanks so much to Darryl for sending us these superb pics and keeping us up to date with his Alfa racing 
adventures.

The Meehan rig arrives at One Raceway The Alfetta ready for action
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Competizione | Alex Berry | Photos Charles Webb & Pete Trapnell

Above: Peter Salmon leads Alex Berry

Below: Andrew Gillanders in his road going 147

Above: Martin Kelly debuts his Mito

Below: Dave Richardson in his newly acquired GTV6

Morgan Park Round 1

March saw the welcome return of the Alfa Comp to Morgan Park, a track that holds a special place in the 
hearts, and occasionally the mechanical limits, of many AROCQ members.  A solid field of eight Alfas rolled 
up, along with one slightly confused French guest, a Renault driven by racing legend John Coleman, kicking 
off what turned into a great weekend in Warwick.

Mark Jackson returned to the season in his twin turbo Giulia Quadrifoglio track weapon, which was, as 
expected, very quick and made the rest of us question how much more power we really need. Alan Broad-
hurst was busy testing new Toyo tyres on the Silver GT, while Martin Kelly took a more experimental 
approach in the MiTo, running front wheel drive and deciding sway bars might be optional.

David Richardson brought out his new toy, formerly John Coleman's Targa Alfetta GTV rally car, and wasted 
no time putting it through its paces. After plenty of laps, including passenger runs around the K Track with 
John's granddaughter, the brakes eventually decided they had done enough for the day.

Meanwhile, John himself spent the weekend in a Megane RS. Not an Alfa, but quick enough that no one was 
complaining too loudly.
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Above: Alfas on the dummy grid; Right top to bottom: Jenny Mitropoulos with her game face on; Martin, Jacko & 
Andrew; Alex Berry leaving Jenny and her game face in his dust

Club Secretary Andrew Gillanders swapped his in-car video duties for a steering wheel this season, joining 
the field in his 147, which was a great addition to the competition. Brent's equally well used and seemingly 
indestructible 147 returned with the added confidence of a roll cage. The car has done more laps than most 
of our tow vehicles have driven km's and keeps going, although the tyres are now just about as worn as the 
stories in the paddock.

Peter Salmon and Jenny Mitropoulos kept things entertaining as always, matching modern turbocharged 
Giulietta performance against old school rear wheel drive Alfa power, proving once again that both modern 
and classic are equally just fun to drive fast around the trac!

The conditions were about as good as we could hope for, warm and sunny without the usual extreme heat. 
Instead of 35 plus, we had high 20s and a cool breeze, which kept both cars and drivers happy all weekend, 
with no real issues from brake fade or overheating.

As always, the highlight was not just the time on track, but the banter between sessions and the cama-
raderie between drivers and families. The racing is only part of it, the people are what make these weekends 
what they are.



28 Per SempreAlfa

Competizione | Graeme Berry | Pics by Mike Halasz

We’ve so far had two rounds of Alfa Comp for 2026 – a sprint at Queensland Raceway on February 22 and 
a super sprint at Morgan Park on the second weekend of March.

At QR we had three Alfas show up, with Gold Coaster Andrew Wilson bringing his Giulietta racer out for a 
shakedown, and Phil O’Callaghan and Darryl Meehan competing in the sprint. Phil took the chocolates with 
some very rapid times in his lightning-quick step-nose 105. Darryl’s Alfetta suffered some fuel pressure 
issues but was hot on the heels of Phil’s 105 most of the afternoon, and slightly quicker through the 
“switchback” layout.

Alex Berry has penned a full report on the Morgan Park round.

The points table sees Mark Jackson taking an early lead from David Richardson, with Alan Broadhurst close 
behind in third. Phil O’Callaghan and Alex Berry are well within striking distance, just a little further back.

There’s plenty of action coming up over the next few months, with a QR sprint on April 19, Lakeside on 
May 23, the Noosa hill climb mid-June and the next Morgan Park Round on the first weekend in July. See the 
calendar for full details.

Our feature event for 2026 will be THE ITALIAN CHALLENGE on Sunday August 2nd at Queensland 
Raceway. AROCA Qld has purchased one sprint group (of 20 cars) for this event and will only cover its 
costs if we have full grid of 20. So, pencil the date into your calendar, clear it with your other half, and plan 
to have your Alfa track-ready by August 2.  Entry will set you back $180, plus $27.50 for QR’s new safety 
fee, and $30 if you need to hire a transponder. That’s a maximum of $237.50, which is still a cheap afternoon 
of motorsport. Details on how to enter will be emailed out to club members in the next few weeks. 

The Italian Challenge will also feature a Show & Shine, but unfortunately no happy laps. Social secretary Dan 
Truesdale will email the club with details of a day run to QR for the Show & Shine. This should be a won-
derful event for all club members. Keep an eye on your email for further information.

Finally, if you’re at a loose end on Sunday May 10th, drop out to Lakeside to check out two club Alfas 
running in the Notta Grand Prix. Hampstead Brothers and the Kelly Gang (Martin Kelly and family) will be 
belting around Lakeside for six hours in this cheap and cheerful endurance event. Come and say g’day in pit 
lane. 

Clockwise from right: Alex 
Berry & daughter Lily; 
Darryl Meehan’s GTV; 
Andrew Wilson’s Giulietta

Right: Round One winner Phil 
O’Callaghan and his 105
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ALFACOMP 2026ALFACOMP 2026
Round 3
Sunday 19 April – Queensland Raceway, Ipswich
Afternoon Sprint – Enter via Qld Raceways website

Round 4
Saturday 23 May - Lakeside Park, Dakabin
Sprint - Enter via Sunshine Coast Motorsport Club

Round 5
Friday 12 June - 14 Sunday June
Noosa Hill Climb - Enter via noosahillclimb.com.au

Round 6
Saturday 4/Sunday 5 July – Morgan Park Raceway,
Warwick
Qld Super Sprints B-Series – 
Enter for season via Morgan Park website

Round 7
Sunday 12 July – Queensland Raceway, Ipswich
Afternoon Sprint – Enter via Qld Raceways website

Round 8
Sunday 2 August – Queensland Raceway, Ipswich
Afternoon Sprint – Enter via Qld Raceways website
THE ITALIAN CHALLENGE - Including Show & Shine

Round 9
Saturday 8/Sunday 9 August – Morgan Park Raceway,
Warwick
Qld Super Sprints B-Series – 
Enter for season via Morgan Park website

Round 10 
Saturday 15/Sunday 16 August – 
Leyburn Historic Sprints
Two-day street sprint event – Enter via Leyburn
Sprints website

Round 11
Saturday 3/Sunday 4 October – Morgan Park
Raceway, Warwick
Qld Super Sprints B-Series – Enter for season via
Morgan Park website

Round 12
Sunday 11 October – Queensland Raceway, Ipswich
Afternoon Sprint – Enter via Qld Raceways website

Round 13
Saturday 17 October - Lakeside Park, Dakabin
Sprint - Enter via Sunshine Coast Motorsport Club 

Round 14
Friday 13 November - Sunday 15 November
Noosa Hill Climb - Enter via noosahillclimb.com.au

Round 15
Sunday 22 November – Queensland Raceway,
Ipswich
Afternoon Sprint – Enter via Qld Raceways website

More info: email Competition Secretary Graeme
Berry on competition@arocaqld.com

mailto:competition@arocaqld.com
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Ciao!
Next issue: June 2026

For Sale – 1985 Alfetta GTV6 Coupe
Leather interior, V6 motor, 2.5 litre, spare body shell.  $50,000. 
Contact Tania 0407  659 095, berthak68@hotmail.com

For Sale – 2006 Alfa Romeo Brera
Huge change in circumstances forcing me to sell. 249,000km (highway driving). Runs well. 
Has brand new battery. Needs tyres and a few other things fixed. If phoning, please do so 
after 2pm, as I work nights. Car is located on the Sunshine Coast. $2000. 
Contact: Rob 0404 893 628, rhobbo1@gmail.com

For Sale – 105 Coupe L roll-over frame
L frame for rotating body. L bars can be used on either side. Mounts to front suspension 
pickup and trailing arm pick up points. Will require bolts as I have reused these elsewhere. 
Free to fellow Alfisti! Located in Brisbane. $FREE. 
Contact: Bruce 0406 973 849, bruce.blundell@mamba-design.com

For Sale – Race Alfetta
Class-winning 2.0 Alfetta sedan. I acquired the car about 3 years ago, as parts basically, and 
have completely rebuilt it into a very competitive race car with many wins to its name. 
Standard 8v twinspark engine, with 137hp at the hubs (dyno report available). Features 
comprehensive full cage, seam 
welding, complete repaint, high-end 
fuel system including surge tank, 
lightweight gel battery, custom 
made cold air delivery system, twin 
MSD ignition units and high-power 
coils, rebuilt LSD transaxle, two 
Sparco seats with Velo harnesses, 
rewired with new instruments and 
switches, Nissan Skyline R32 4-pot 
brakes front and rear with 
adjustable bias, plumbed 
extinguisher system, aftermarket 
EMU ECU, 8 wheels. A 
supercharger conversion is 
available at extra cost.   $21,990 
or offers. 
Contact: Mark 0477 228 125
markb@motorfleet.com.au

Classifieds 
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