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Public Liability Insurance:  It is a requirement of the Office 
of Fair Trading that the Management Committee advises 
the members of the club and other interested parties that 
the club holds Public Liability Insurance. This insurance is 
provided through the club’s affiliation with CAMS. Details of 
this insurance policy can be found in the CAMS 2016/17 
Insurance Program Handbook which is available through 
the CAMS website. 
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EDITORIALE darryl green 

  
ather than writing about the 159 that is sitting in the work-
shop waiting for bearings from the US to repair a transfer 
case that was never used in the US market (or maybe it was - 
a puzzle for another day) I’ve left it to Martin Leaver (see 
page 20) to fill you in on the joys of 939 series ownership - 
something he has had a lot to say about in the latest Amatori 
Alfa - the AROCA NSW quarterly magazine. 
 

As Per Sempre Alfa doesn’t run to quite the same page count the full 
story will be running in instalments - so if you are a 159/Brera/Spider 
owner (or are thinking of becoming one) don’t forget to renew your 
membership! 
 
Last month’s missive in this column (or perhaps some other impetus) 
has inspired one of our members to volunteer to step in as Editor. We 
will sort out the transition over the next issue or two but rest assured 
the magazine will be in good hands. Always assuming that the com-
mittee sees fit confirm the appointment. More details next issue! 
 
With the camping wagon in the workshop and a lot of other things 
keeping us busy, the Greens didn’t make a camping pilgrimage to The 
Hill (Noosa Winter Hillclimb) this year. Instead we popped up for an 
afternoon - which was still enough time to see a couple of runs up the 
1.5km course by each of the 100+ entrants including a substantial num-
ber of Alfa Romeo pilots - Trevor Bassett (1974 GTV 20001), Bob Bear 
(1971 1750 GTV), Graeme Berry (1999 156), Carl Saddington (1983 GTV 
2.0), John Coleman (1983 GTV6 3L), Peter Peterson (2001 147) and 
George Brook (2011 Giulietta QV). This event just keeps growing - as do 
the trees in the forest - but I did notice some vantage points had better 
visibility than they had last year due to a range of natural (there looks to 
have been a fire) and preventative clearing. The summer version of this 
event is on November 10..11  - maybe we will see you there? Hopefully 
the 159 is fixed by then... 
Even when the 159 is on the road it isn’t my daily drive - in fact my daily 
transport has only two wheels and no engine. I’ve been commuting that 
way for over 30 years (longer if you count riding to school) and I’m not 
dead yet… And for much of that time there was no such thing as a 
“bikeway” and adults weren’t allowed to ride on footpaths. Back in the 
day, traffic density was lower (but traffic average speed higher) on many 
of the routes I rode. I don’t ride on the road across the Storey Bridge 
any more - or along Ipswich Road to Wacol. But I do ride on the road 
most of the time - resorting to shared paths for pinch points like the 
Storey Bridge. 
There are an increasing number of people cycling and an increasing 
government focus on “doing something about”  road safety. Mostly, as 
it relates to cycling, this manifests as more separation of different cate-
gories of “road users”. This separation may be: physical, with a couple 
of painted lines, using the government’s tool of choice - legislation, or 
simply in one's mind. 
These physical and legislative barriers seem to be, if anything, encourag-
ing those (small numbers) of road users who have always been inclined 
to mentally separate anyone on a bicycle from the set of legitimate road 
users (“get off the road - you don’t pay rego/petrol excise..”) to expect 
that cyclists simply won’t (or shouldn’t) be near them. In any case, stud-
ies in the last decade that show that drivers are relatively oblivious to 
what is going on to their left and right, and behind them, compared to 
motorcyclists and cyclists. Both of those groups are, typically, well 
aware of this (and their own mortality) and compensate. 
Cyclists also, given the options (in Queensland) to ride on the road, the 
footpath, pedestrian crossings (after stopping before crossing) and in or 
out of bike-lanes (or, as I prefer to call many of the Brisbane examples, 
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 street parking driver door opening zones) tend, especially at intersections, to do 
(after quite a lot of cognition to pick the safest option [1]) things that drivers 
don’t expect them to do (the fact that they almost certainly didn’t see them 
regardless doesn’t help). It seems the element of surprise doesn’t only apply to 
motorists - I’m pretty sure pedestrians situation awareness is often very low - 
how often have you seen a pedestrian at a light controlled crossing step blindly 
out when the cross signal appears without even looking to see if a vehicle is 
approaching and has seen them/the red light? I encountered just such a pedes-
trian last week - riding a route I’ve ridden thousands of times. 
There is a 4 lane one-way stretch of road before a pair of light controlled inter-
sections - one of which is no-right-turn, the second of which I turn right down. 
As the right is onto a downhill stretch of one way 40km/h road, with massive 
numbers of vehicles pulling in and out from the sides to park, enter/exit side 
roads etc, I always “claim a lane” coming out of that right turn and, while making 
sure I keep to the speed limit - negotiate this interesting stretch with “situation 
awareness” at maximum. 
But - I’m getting ahead of myself. Before I get to either of the above intersec-
tions there is a light controlled pedestrian crossing. If the lights there are green 
I’ll be changing lanes and so crossing it diagonally having been crawling (or 
stopped) at left of road waiting for a way to ride (as a road user) into the right-
most lane. I do the lane changing there because the crossing is a pinch point 
beyond which it is very dangerous to slow down or stop at the left of the road. 
On this morning, the lights turn amber as I approach. There are 2 policemen 
waiting to cross. The zone to the left of the crossing idiotically tapers to almost 
nothing over a car length or 2 before the crossing, so I actually stop back on the 
part that is wide enough to allow the car approaching from behind me to pass 
and stop before, once it has stopped (something I wasn’t certain it was going to 
do) going slowly past it onto the crossing to use (ride across) it. 
As I ride towards (well clear of - plenty of space) the police officers crossing the 
road, one of them stops me. I am a little startled by this and the questioning that 
follows. I was informed that "You think you can do anything just because you are 
on a bike." and asked, apparently rhetorically because I wasn't given time to 
answer, "Why would you do that in front of a police officer?" before being asked 
if I had seen that the light was red. 
This last question caused me some confusion -  I looked around to check that the 
walk sign on the side I'd entered from, towards which the officer was facing, was 
in fact green before realising he meant the actual traffic signals. I replied that 
yes I had, seen the red light. 
He then informed me that failing to stop at a red light was a $350 ticket. Then he 
asked me if I could afford that today. At this point I may have lied to a police 
officer - I said no, and attempted to look contrite rather than some combination 
of incredulous and annoyed. After some parting advice/warning from the officer 
about not doing it again and having more respect for the law I was allowed to 
leave without said ticket/fine. 
Now, technically I guess I can almost see his point. But practically, a crossing and 
footpath designed specifically to impede access/separate pedestrians from road 
except at the crossing,  it's impossible to make the transition from road traffic to 
crossing user except by entering the crossing. So, if I wanted to follow the rules, 
I'd have to have, rather than stopping where it as safe to do so before the cross-
ing and waiting for the lights, to have proceeded onto the crossing then turned 
off road onto footpath (up a narrow ramp between the barriers) while the traffic 
lights were green and 4 lanes of traffic was whizzing past... And then wait there 
for the lights to change. Or I’d have decided I was a car, and somehow tried to 
change across 4 lanes in the next 2 blocks (it’s doable but not as safe as using a 
crossing). 
 
Please, however you are getting around, whatever you are doing, keep alert (it’s 
safer for everyone) and if you don’t understand what someone else is doing - try 
to. This may lead you to conclude that the other person’s behaviour is because 
they are texting while driving (or walking - yet to see it done while riding but you 
never know), or it may be because they are not very good at whatever they are 
doing. Or you may learn something. Enjoy life. 

[1] Exploring schema-driven differences in situation awareness between road users: an on-
road study of driver, cyclist and motorcyclist situation awareness 
Paul M. Salmon, Michael G. Lenne, Guy H. Walker, Neville A. Stanton & Ashleigh Filtness 
https://doi.org/10.1080/00140139.2013.867077 



 

 PER SEMPRE ALFA   |   6 

PRESIDENTE john anderson 

"Alfa Romeo is more than a mere car factory. Its products are something more than 
conventionally built automobiles. It's a kind of fever, this enthusiasm for a means of 
transport. It's a way of life, a very particular conception of the motor vehicle. Some-

amily is everything. I like to think of our club as my 
'Alfa' family. Just like an actual family, we have a 
broad cross-section of human nature, from all walks 
of life. We have grandparents, parents, mad uncles, 
doting aunts, rambunctious children, and so on. We 
live with our families whoever they are. 

We collectively celebrate their strengths, and support their 
weaknesses. That's why families are so important to our socie-
ty. 
 
However, while never breaking, the bonds of family can be 
stretched at times... My adult (i.e. just 18) daughter recently 
asked to borrow my Prado to help a friend of hers move 
house. A demonstration of generosity that her parents rarely 
see expressed towards them, but something we're very glad 
to encourage in her at all. "I'm a careful driver Dad!" I've been 
in the car with her, and she is a careful driver. However, that 
didn't stop her driving the little 147 that I bought her back 
from Byron with the oil low indicator on all the way, without 
as much as a thought to check the oil. And she didn't under-
stand the knocking noise it made the next day... 
 
In regards to the 147, I declared it dead, and asked her to park 
it until I come around with the car trailer to take it out to my 
shed. An exercise that would require the towing services of 
my Prado. Little did I know... 
 
Anyway, I got a phone call: "Dad, I'm at the hospital". Father 
mode took over: "Why? What happened? Are you alright?". 
As they do these days, an ambulance attends every crash, and 
almost always takes the passengers to hospital to get scanned 
for whiplash. Insurance companies like that, in case there's a 
further claim for medical expenses. 
 
So she was perfectly fine, which I was pleased about. Howev-
er, before she took the Prado, I warned her that we wouldn't 

F 
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thing that resists definition. Its component parts are like those irrational traits of the human 
spirit that cannot be explained with logical terminology."  
 - Orazio Satta Puliga,1969 

be covered by insurance should she have an accident - a 
warning dismissed by the usual teenage attitude. So I was 
two cars down, thanks to her, and out at least $20k (and 
hopefully not more). But she was ok, which was my first con-
cern. 
 
So I went home and got my Spider to go and take her and her 
friend (who was in the Prado) home. Being a 2 seater car, I 
would have to make 2 trips. On my way to the hospital, I no-
ticed the battery light on. It wasn't on when I last parked it, so 
I figured that the battery would have plenty of juice to keep 
her running for these short trips. But no - just after I dropped 
off my daughter's friend, the Spider died. Luckily I'd already 
pulled over before it went completely, because everything 
locks up. So now I had three registered cars, and none of 
them were working! 
 
Moral of the story: no good deed goes unpunished. 
 
In club news, we had good attendance at our last Alfesta 
2020 meeting, and were able to progress the planning well. 
Many thanks to all those who have volunteered to help out 
during the event - it's very much appreciated! Of course, we'd 
rather keep details of potential venues until Alfesta 2019 in 
Victoria is over, but we're getting close to picking that venue. 
And once that's done, we can get into detailed planning, be-
cause we'll know the 'lay of the land' as it were. And when 
that's done, that's when we'll be able to allocate tasks to the 
volunteers. So if you want to be a part of that process, let me 
know! 
 
 
 
Ciao for now, 
 
John Anderson  



 

 PER SEMPRE ALFA   |   8 

NEWS - speculazione 
 

 

 

 

If you thought the printed word was dead - it might be - but pretty pictures are still popular it seems. Our own Mark Buchanan’s 
Leaded magazine has struggled to survive with the costs of printing and postage - but lives on as a quarterly publication available in 
printed and electronic form http://www.marquephotography.com.au/leaded-acs. Meanwhile Nathan Duff has started printing 
Retromotive https://www.retromotive.com.au/ as a quarterly magazine - with coverage of a range of  vehicles and their owners - 
the first edition included the uniquely Australian, yet very Italian Giocattolo (above). 
  
Meanwhile, it seems small mid-engined composite-bodied sports cars made in Modena rather than on the Sunshine Coast may 
soon become, if not quite as rare, just as extinct - the Alfa Romeo 4C is rumoured to be being dropped from Alfa’s line-up to make 
way for new models that FCA no doubt hope will sell in larger numbers. It seems the Spider version will get a stay of execution - 
with the coupe being dropped from the end of the year, but the Spider getting a facelift for 2019. While FCA may be giving up on 
the coupe, the aftermarket hasn’t - South African tuner  RGMotorsport has crammed an extra atmosphere of boost from a larger 
turbo through modified engine internals to produce 505hp from the 1.7 litre engine in this 4C (right). 
  
As to those new models - the mid-sized coupe variant of the Giulia  is still under wraps but has, apparently, had a name change - 
the GTV is back. It’s also rumoured that the Giulietta will live a bit longer despite the axing of the Mito, while unsurprisingly diesel 
powerplants are on the way out making way for hybrids. 

http://www.marquephotography.com.au/leaded-acs
https://www.retromotive.com.au/
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Who Needs a Stelvio - Diesel Alfa 90 6x6 Ute 

https://youtu.be/dUBG_pOWJ4Y 

The Story of the 1946 Alfa 6C Pinin Farina Speciale 

https://youtu.be/-gbxbXYa1lg 

 Alfa Romeo Owners Club of Australia Queensland on Facebook
Hey folks, did you know that you DON`T have to be registered on Facebook to view the page? 
It`s as simple as googling  aroca qld facebook  and clicking the link….. Or follow the link from the club web site! 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Alfa-Romeo-Owners-Club-of-Australia-Queensland-Division/197124920354328
https://www.facebook.com/Alfa-Romeo-Owners-Club-of-Australia-Queensland-Division-197124920354328
https://www.facebook.com/Alfa-Romeo-Owners-Club-of-Australia-Queensland-Division-197124920354328
https://youtu.be/dUBG_pOWJ4Y
https://youtu.be/-gbxbXYa1lg
https://www.facebook.com/Alfa-Romeo-Owners-Club-of-Australia-Queensland-Division-197124920354328
https://www.facebook.com/Alfa-Romeo-Owners-Club-of-Australia-Queensland-Division-197124920354328
https://youtu.be/dUBG_pOWJ4Y
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A blast from the past - Speed on Tweed 

https://youtu.be/qVp9pSGy6qI 

Octane Artabout 
1946 6C Pinin Fari-

na Speciale 
 

GBP 0.99 

105 GT Junior - 
Matching Numbers 

 
$ 8990.00 

Empty Wine Bottle -   
Your Editor prefers 

full ones 
 

GBP 9.50  
 

HASEGAWA 1/24 
Alfa Romeo 

Canguro Slot Car  

 
US $50.00  

Alfa Romeo Owners Club of Australia Queensland on Facebook 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Alfa-Romeo-Owners-Club-of-Australia-Queensland-Division/197124920354328
https://youtu.be/qVp9pSGy6qI
https://youtu.be/qVp9pSGy6qI
https://www.ebay.com.au/itm/ALFA-ROMEO-6C-2500-Pininfarina-Speciale-Cabriolet-Classic-Restoration-Article/372348094278
https://youtu.be/-gbxbXYa1lg
https://www.ebay.com.au/itm/Alfa-Romeo-Wine-Bottle-Scrimaglio-Monferrato-2004-Rosso-Empty-Spider-GTV-75-156/392072887431
https://www.ebay.com.au/itm/Alfa-Romeo-105-GTj-1300-Numbers-matching-car/113099577887
https://www.ebay.com.au/itm/Ultra-Rare-HASEGAWA-1-24-Alfa-Romeo-Kangaroo-1960s-Slot-Car-NEW-In-Package/123214945926
https://www.facebook.com/Alfa-Romeo-Owners-Club-of-Australia-Queensland-Division-197124920354328
https://www.facebook.com/Alfa-Romeo-Owners-Club-of-Australia-Queensland-Division-197124920354328
https://www.ebay.com.au/itm/ALFA-ROMEO-6C-2500-Pininfarina-Speciale-Cabriolet-Classic-Restoration-Article/372348094278
https://www.ebay.com.au/itm/Ultra-Rare-HASEGAWA-1-24-Alfa-Romeo-Kangaroo-1960s-Slot-Car-NEW-In-Package/123214945926
https://www.ebay.com.au/itm/Alfa-Romeo-105-GTj-1300-Numbers-matching-car/113099577887
https://www.ebay.com.au/itm/Alfa-Romeo-Wine-Bottle-Scrimaglio-Monferrato-2004-Rosso-Empty-Spider-GTV-75-156/392072887431
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SOCIALE john anderson (until someone else volunteers) 

t's been a quiet time lately on the Social side. Things are about to change, though... 
  
Unfortunately, due to a problem with the lunch venue, we couldn't hold the Birthday run on June 17th. That run has now been resched-
uled for Sunday October 28th. Many thanks to all those who RSVP-ed, but sometimes things happen. Many thanks to Rob and Shirl 
Grant for organising it as well. So please join us in October! 
  

The Scenic Rim run on July 1st will occur before you read this, and has not yet happened as I write this. So hopefully we'll be able to report on 
the fun we had in next month's mag. 
  
Graham Bredhauer and John Ryan have kindly organised (thanks guys!) a run to Uki through the Numinbah and Tweed Valleys, on Sunday July 
29th. The run starts at the Shell/Coles Express service station, just on the Brisbane side of Jimboomba on the Mount Lindsay Highway at 9am for 
a 9:30 start. It's an early start because this is a longer run than usual, but because of that, it takes us to areas that the club doesn't often go. The 
run will first head for the Hinze dam, where we'll have a half-hour coffee break at the excellent View cafe. Then we'll head south over the bor-
der through the Numinbah Valley, and enter the Tweed Valley, enjoying the fantastic scenery of both on the way. We'll end up at the Uki hotel 
for lunch about 12:30. We always try to pick scenic runs, but this is one of the best - so make sure your passenger has a camera! As always, you 
need to RSVP to social@arocaqld.com so that we have numbers for the lunch venue, and you can RSVP now! 
  
August has snuck up on us all of a sudden, and is just a month away! On Sunday August 12th, we'll repeat what was probably the most enjoyed 
run of last year - the Bellthorpe Range run. Starting at the KFC Caboolture BP North Service centre (just off the Bruce Highway) at 10am, we'll 
run up to Woodford for a cuppa. Then we'll drive along part of the Bellthorpe Range Rd, which should give our Alfas a chance to dance and sing 

I 

(should you wish it to do so, within the law and considering safety of course). Then we'll head over the mountaintops, taking in views of the 
Glass House Mountains and the ocean before arriving at Palmwoods for lunch at Rick's Garage, which was well regarded when we went 
there last time, and it has only gotten better since then. RSVP to social@arocaqld.com. 
  
Later in August on the 26th, there will be the 'Day in the Country' charity day at Peak Crossing. Club members Tony Nelson and Neil Sum-
merson organise this event every year, and it's been a wonderful day each time. Starting from 10am, this event, supports the Fassifern 
Valley Rotary Club, It represents a rare opportunity for selected car clubs to mix with other like minded car enthusiasts, free of general 
public spectators. Attendance is by invitation only and participating members must RSVP to be included in the day. Entry is restricted to 200 
cars attending on a first come basis. An early reply ensures you don’t miss out on this great day. Entry fee at the gate will be $20 per car. 
The Rotary Club will be serving refreshments, including morning tea and lunch at nominal cost and your support. A mobile coffee vehicle 
will also attend. RSVP by 1 August directly to Tony: eandftyperegister@gmail.com advising the car that you will bring and the number of 
participants. Also advise if you will drive direct to Peak Crossing or join us for a country drive beforehand to arrive at Peak Crossing around 
10am. So RSVP to Tony now, to reserve your spot. 
  
Looking further into the future, if you haven't already reserved your spot for our always fantastic weekend away (Oct 12-14) in Stanthorpe, 
then you need to do so very soon! You should first contact the Apple and Grape Motel in Stanthorpe directly on 07 4681 1288 so that you 
are booked in to stay where everyone else will be staying. Don't book via the website - to get the group price, you need to call them. They 
are already almost booked out, so you should do so as soon as possible. Once you've booked your room, let Garry Spowart 
(treasurer@arocaqld.com) and Jude Vaughan (advertising@arocaqld.com) know that you are coming, so that they can let the numerous 
meal venues know numbers beforehand. 
  
That'll do for this month. See you at the next event! 
  
John Anderson 
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 We’ve had a busy couple of months of competition recently and June continued 
this trend with another two events run and won. Perhaps a bit fortunately, things 
will ease up a bit in July and August before another big month in September. 
 
T124 Italian Challenge Race Series Round 2 June 2nd/3rd at Lakeside – For a 
number of different reasons, the entry line-up for this event was very disap-
pointing with only four Alfa Romeos and two Fiats running. However, we helped 
out the Excel Cup runners by providing them with quite a few grid slots and ran 
with them with separate rolling starts in the races Joel O’Farrell in his beautifully 
prepared Alfetta GTV had a very successful weekend with four race wins from 
four starts, but the real surprise packet was Rielly Brook in the Giulietta QV. 
George and Rielly have done a lot of work on this car and it’s really starting to 
show. Rielly had three second places and a DNF in the second race when he was 
suffering from fuel starvation. Angus Saunders is also performing very strongly at 

COMPETIZIONE mark jackson 

 

present and his V6 75 is getting quicker with every outing. I had a 
weekend that I’d prefer to forget with a split radiator catch tank in 
qualifying, a shredded alternator belt in the first race and an alterca-
tion with a concrete wall in the third race (repairs are coming along 
nicely thanks to Bruce Dummett and George Brook) 
 
Supersprint B Series Round 3 June 16th/17th at Morgan Park War-
wick – The usual strong line-up braved the winter chills of Warwick a 
fortnight later. This time we had only ten starters as Charles and Jenny 
could not make it due to illness in the family and Simon Bailo blew a 
head gasket on his way up Cunningham’s Gap. As usual, Jason Wishart 
was dominating – finishing about 2 ½ seconds clear of John Coleman. 
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 The surprise packet this weekend was Luke Simiana, who had some 
better tyres, some wheel alignment tweaks and an unrestricted 
exhaust. All this combined to make him third fastest only about a 
second behind John. Luke’s wife Robyn also performed very strong-
ly with a massive 12 second improvement over the weekend. I 
managed to win the battle of the V6’s from Serge Oberhauser, Alan 
Broadhurst and Doug Stonehouse with Ken Percival placed in the 
middle of us all. Peter Salmon had his usual consistent weekend, 
but I’ve heard a rumour that some performance tweaks are on the 
way for the Giulietta.  
 
Supersprint C Series Round 3 June 30th/July 1st at Morgan Park 
Warwick – Again for this round a few of us went to help in Warwick 
waving flags and marshalling cars. A big thank-you to Alan & Cathie 
Broadhurst, Doug Stonehouse and Peter Salmon for continuing to 
wave the AROCA banner in Warwick. 
 
All results on the “Resulti” page 
 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
T124 Italian Challenge Sprint Series Round 3 July 14th at Queens-
land Raceway This is a Sprint/Regularity event starting from 12 
noon. Pre-registration is recommended.  
Enter online at https://qldraceways.com.au/secure/members/
login.php  
Entry fee paid direct to T124 at https://t124.com/shop1/ 
 
T124 Italian Challenge Sprint Series Round 4 August 26th at 
Queensland Raceway - This is a Sprint/Regularity event starting 
from 12 noon. Pre-registration is recommended.  
Enter online at https://qldraceways.com.au/secure/members/
login.php  
Entry fee paid direct to T124 at https://t124.com/shop1/ 
 
For more details on any of these events contact the AROCA Compe-
tition Secretary at competition@arocaqld.com or 0413122839 
 
See you at the track 
 
Mark Jackson 
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Alfa Romeo Owners Club of Australia (Victorian Division) presents 

ALFESTA 2019 
Alfa Romeo Club Nationals 
in conjunction with AROCA 50th anniversary 

 



 

 PER SEMPRE ALFA   |   18 

GONE IN 60 SECONDS - RECOVERY 
he story so far ….... Our Alfa 147 diesel hatch was stolen from 
Mitchelton in broad daylight on Saturday 28 April, after a break-in 
and stealing the keys. After reporting it to the police and Shannons 
Insurance, the police attended the scene to take photographs and 
fingerprints, but advised that it was unlikely we would see the car 
again. Nothing further happened until just beyond the statutory 14 

days for an insurance write-off when we received news from the towing com-
pany that the car had been recovered and was in their holding yard. Now 
read on... 
 
After getting that news we phoned Shannons to tell them the car had been 
recovered, and the initial response was that the 14 days had elapsed and the 
process to write off the car as unrecovered and a total loss had already be-
gun. After some discussion it was agreed that if it could be proved that the 
car had been found within the 14 day limit a damage assessment would be 
carried out. On contacting Ferny Grove Police Station we were staggered to 
find out that the car had been found abandoned at Narangba on Thursday 3 
May, only five days after it was stolen. We had not been notified until ten 
days after that, and then by the towing company! The police report stated 
that the vehicle was generally in good condition, but with graffiti on the pas-
senger side and roof, so we were hopeful that some spray paint graffiti might 
be able to be polished out. The insurance company requested written proof 
that the car had been recovered early, but the police refused this, stating 
that their report could only be released through the Freedom of Information 
Act. As this could take up to six weeks, I tried a few days later, only to receive 
an even firmer rejection. We were then in a position where the insurance 
claim would not be processed until written proof of the recovery date was 
received, which the police refused to provide! 
Fortunately this seemed to be resolved because a few days later we received 
notice from Shannons that the car was to be towed from Pinkenba to a 
smash repair shop in Geebung for assessment. I contacted the workshop and 
advised them I had duplicate keys and could deliver them from the Sunshine 
Coast if needed, and was promised that I would be contacted as soon as the 
car arrived. In the meantime we were contacted by Ferny Grove police to say 
they had apprehended and charged someone with the theft, and were pre-
paring a report to have our insurance excess reimbursed. The first good news 
in three weeks! The police officer also dashed our hopes of a quick cut and 
polish when she said 'brace yourself when you see your car – it's not in the 
pristine condition you remember. Virtually every panel is scratched and dam-
aged.'  
 
As we had not heard of the car's arrival at the panel shop, and were due to fly 
to Tahiti for Mary-Alice's birthday the next day, we drove to Brisbane on the 
off-chance the car was there and we could see it and recover any personal 
belongings. We were advised that the car was there, and it was driven out for 
us to inspect. From the driver's side it looked immaculate, but the passenger 
side had key scratched graffiti on the front guard, both doors, rear guard, and 
a small amount on the back corner of the roof. From a couple of metres away 
it was invisible, but a sign on the windscreen noted that it had been assessed 
as a repairable write-off, and been de-registered and entered on the Written-
Off Vehicle Register. Another notice stated that it had passed a sharps and 
syringe inspection on the 15 May, so it had arrived at the shop two days earli-
er and we had not been notified as promised.  
We were now in a position where we due to fly overseas within hours, and 
needed to decide if we wanted to buy the car back for salvage value, or it 
would be towed to the auction yard. A quick visual inspection showed the 
cosmetic damage confined to the paint scratches, missing radio aerial and 
one damaged personalised number plate. The other plate and most of the 
internal belongings of dash-cam, fire extinguisher, e-toll tag, CDs, some cloth-
ing, service log-book and owner's manual were also missing. I asked if a me-
chanical check had been carried out and was told that a brief check has been 
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laurie jones 

done, but when it was assessed as a write-off due to the panel damage, it was 
not continued. However we were told it appeared to drive ok, although it was 
hard to start and was a bit noisy – not uncommon for a diesel. I realised that it 
was not going to be possible to test-drive it as unregistered, and asked if I could 
drive it up and down the carpark driveway, but was refused. 
By now it was late afternoon, so we left a message for the assessor to contact 
us, thinking it might be possible to negotiate the salvage buy-back, and arrange 
for the car to be towed to our mechanic before we flew out early the next morn-
ing. We got no reply, so we contacted Shannons to say we would only be reach-
able by email for the next week, and left for our holiday, trying not to think 
whether the car would be still available when we returned, or sent to auction, or 
crushed.... 
 
On our return I contacted Shannons immediately and was told the car had been 
towed from Geebung to the assessment centre at Eagle Farm and was available 
to buy back at a reasonable salvage value which would be deducted from the 
payout figure. The consultant, Selma, was very helpful and went through the 
process of the payout, and referred me to the Qld Transport website for the 
implications of re-registering a repairable write-off. Although the buy-back was 
somewhat of a gamble considering the minimal mechanical check and lack of a 
test drive, the cost seemed to be worth the risk, based on the recent service 
history of the car and our emotional attachment to it. A final tow was arranged 
from Eagle Farm to our mechanic at Wilston, and the car was back in our posses-
sion. Our mechanic planned to check the car on the hoist and give it a test drive, 
while I studied the internet for the process of registration. 
Replacement of the personalised plates seemed to be fairly straightforward. The 
Euro plates could be ordered on line for $105 and four week delivery. For an 
extra $60 the same number could be re-issued in a different design and colour, 
but we elected to stay with the original. The registration process looked more 
complex. Insurance write-offs of cars under 16 years old are entered in the 
Written-Off Vehicle Register and are in two categories: a statutory write-off 
occurs when a car suffers severe structural damage, is unsafe to repair and can 
only be used for parts and not registered. A repairable write-off occurs when the 
assessor determines that the cost of repair exceeds the payout value of the 
vehicle. Even minor damage can cause a write-off, but the vehicle can be re-
registered once the damage has been repaired and passed inspections. 
 
The main inspections are a Queensland Safety Certificate which assesses the 
car's road-worthiness, as required when selling a car, plus a Written-off Vehicle 
Inspection which verifies the cars history and ownership to determine that it is 
not a stolen vehicle with new identification. The safety certificate is done by any 
Approved Inspection Station and costs $80.05 The written-off inspection is car-
ried out by Queensland Inspection Services with venues in Brisbane and regional 
centres, and costs $435 plus $55 for any subsequent inspection required. 
The documentation required is extensive, and will probably require a third in-
stalment of the story after the repairs are carried out. The car is currently being 
resprayed on one side and the roof, with the scratches being much more visible 
on second inspection in the sunlight. The other interesting twist is that we could 
clearly read the word 'Northside' and other letters scratched on the doors. The 
panel-beater noted that he had recently seen a Current Affairs program on the 
Northside Crabs, a gang of juveniles on a car-stealing spree. Further research 
revealed that a gang of around 50 juveniles had stolen over one million dollars 
worth of luxury cars over the past 18 months, and were thumbing their  noses at 
authority. They even have their own Facebook page, complete with videos of joy
-rides and foul language taunting the police. When the police told us they had 
apprehended someone over our theft, I expressed surprise, but was told crimi-
nals are not very bright and often leave clues behind. That seemed to be an 
understatement when the name of the gang is scratched on the stolen vehicle! 
 
Stand by for the third, and hopefully last episode on getting the car back on the 
road. 
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939 SERIES BUYER’S/

OWNERS GUIDE - 
part 1 martin leaver - AROCA NSW 

On 11 May 2011 I bought my first Alfa Romeo. In the intervening seven years while still owning this first car, I 
also owned two others. Now on 12 May 2018 I’ll be replacing my black 2006 build 159 Q4 manual with a blue 
Giulia Veloce automatic.  
 
So why a 159? I had a 1998 BMW 528i that was written off by another driver running a red light at some road 
works, and I had a decent insurance payout looking for a home. A BMW 330i manual was my first thought, 
but looking around I found that 159s had depreciated rather more than I had expected, and it became an-
other option. I have been consistent reader of car magazines and had a pretty good idea about the reputa-
tion of the 159. Which could be roughly summarised as good ride and handling, but the weight hurts the 
performance and fuel economy and the interior space is quite poor.  
I wanted something interesting, and a manual after seven years with an excellent-for-1996 automatic in the 
BMW. The Q4 was four-wheel drive, which I hadn’t owned before, with a rear torque bias and a fair bit more 
power than the BMW. I then test drove a car at Gulson, which had been traded in on another 159, and de-
cided something a bit different from a BMW was the way to go – a change is as good as a holiday – especially 
as I could get something newer for less money.  
I found a car for sale in Brisbane. It was a fairly high specification, with the factory body kit and 19” wheels 
that weren’t listed in the owner’s manual at that time, and the upgraded stereo system option. Originally 
listed at $85,000, Ian, the previous owner, bought it for about $10k off, replacing a Golf R32. I got the car for 
$29k knowing that it had an oxygen sensor error.  
The car had been enjoyed, but not really pampered in its first 79,000 km. It came fitted with some relatively 
cheap tyres and the service intervals were quite wide (the computer has adjustable reminders that allow up 
to 30,000 km intervals to be set).  
A few days later the car failed its ACT rego inspection due to the dealer-fitted window tinting being too dark. 
I had that re-done in Canberra and one of the windows failed again, but I was allowed to get the car regis-
tered. So after seven years of varied motoring, including quite a few repair bills, here’s my guide to the 939 
series.  
 
History and Design 
The 159 replaced both the 156 and the 166 models, and shares its name with the 159 Alfetta that Juan Ma-
nuel Fangio won his first world championship with in 1951, following the 905 Alfa 33 in honouring a success-
ful racing car. The original 159 was based on the 158, which stood for 1.5 litre 8 cylinder engine.  
The styling started with the Alfa Romeo Brera concept from the great master Giorgetto Giugiaro. The Brera 
concept, named after an area of Milan, was based on a Maserati 4200, and was much longer than the trans-
verse-engine layout production car. Although the proportions ended up quite different, most of the styling 
details carried over to the production Brera and the 159 and Spider. The 159 shares similar proportions to 
the 156, both being transverse engine cars, which pushes the front wheels rearwards and having short, high 
boot lids. The facelifted 159 picked up headlights influenced by the Brera concept to create a stronger link 
between the old and new models. 
The design and engineering of the 159 has little in common with earlier Alfa Romeo models. Alfa has an 
extensive history of making extended use of the chassis platforms across several models. 116 Alfetta chassis 
carried through from the earlier 70s to the early 90s across many models. The Alfa 33 retained much of the 
Alfasud engineering. Much of this was due to a lack of money to come up with new designs, so new compo-
nents would be engineered into the old design. Some of the changes can result in a bit of a grandfather’s 
axe, but the 937 GT, which ran until 2010, can trace its chassis origins to the 1988 Fiat Tipo. Through the 
successive development of the 145, 155, GTV and 156/147, the Tipo Duo platform was updated with differ-
ent suspension designs. The front suspension used in the 159 is a similar concept to the 156 design, but it is 
not a carryover component.  
Instead the 159 and the related Brera and Spider were the only cars made on a platform jointly developed 
with General Motors. In March 2000 General Motors and Fiat formed an alliance with a plan for GM to take 
over control of Fiat’s automotive businesses. In February 2005 GM announced that it was paying Fiat $2bn to 
not take over the company. In the meantime, Alfa Romeo and GM had developed a new premium platform, 
of which the 159 would be the smallest model to use the design. Larger GM designs were to follow, but the 
car was too expensive to manufacture for mass market price point and no models were released.  
There were several consequences that resulted from the deal, including giving Fiat the cash to buy Chrysler 
after the global financial crisis. The 159’s chassis was quite heavy for the size of the car and also had compro-
mised interior space. It was strong and rigid to cope with future crash standards while carrying the weight of 
larger GM models. To meet the relevant emissions standards the design investment was put into the GM 
High Feature V6 engine and updating the existing GM four-cylinder engine used in the 156 JTS.  
The weight of the 159 is often criticised, and for the 2008 update Alfa Romeo made a concerted effort to 
reduce it by fitting aluminium parts in place of steel, but with the wider track width and improved suspen-
sion design compared to the 156, the main effects of the weight gain were on acceleration and fuel econo-
my. The stiffer body structure helped the ride quality compared to the earlier cars as well. 
 
Engines 
The V6 engines in the top-of-the-range 159, Brera and Spider had a large Australian connection. Holden was 
given the responsibility for conducting much of the engineering work for the smaller versions of the engine 
(2.8, 3.0 and 3.2). The engine blocks were cast in a GM factory in Mexico, with the crankshafts coming from 
US or Canada. The blocks were machined in Melbourne and the engine was assembled with Alfa Romeo 
specification pistons. I have heard that once the engines reach Italy the cylinder heads are removed and sent 
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clockwise from top right: 

 The Spider  

 Brera  Concept  

 159 TBi Ti Sportwagon 

 Brera Strawberry & Cream interior 

 Brera Blue and Tan interior 

 2.2 JTS Petrol 

 1750 TBi Petrol 

 2.4 JTDm Diesel 

 3.2 JTS V6 Petrol 

back to Melbourne, with Alfa Romeo specific units fitted, 
but I have not been able to verify this. While the Wikipedia 
article on the Alfa Romeo JTS engine says the Alfa modifica-
tions include the Twin Phaser variable valve timing, this 
was standard on the GM engines and having replaced the 
relevant parts on my car, I sourced GM parts that were 
identical to the Alfa components.  
The pistons may have been sufficient to achieve the higher 
compression ratio used in the Alfa Romeo engine (11.25:1 
compared to 10.3:1), and the intake and exhaust systems 
were to Alfa’s design. For a 60 degree V6, Alfa changed 
every major component that would affect the sound. In 
November 2017 I drove a Commodore SV6 and by the feel 
and sound you would have no idea it shared the crankshaft 
with 3.2 JTS engine.  
 
The early High Feature V6 engines had a weakness due to 
the timing chain design. Up until April 2007 when a new 
design was used, the timing chains could stretch signifi-
cantly, and combined with wear on the chain tensioning 
pads, this could result in engine problems. In my car the 
engine was just noisy due to chain tension, but in some 
cars there can be enough slack for the chain to generate 
camshaft position errors – the camshaft timing is out rela-
tive to the crankshaft – resulting in a loss of power. The 
same problem applied to the 2.2 JTS engines, but I don’t 
know if or when an changes to the timing chain was made.  
 
For some Alfisti the 159 is dammed by its American-
Australian engines, and cannot compete with the ‘Busso’ 
V6 that ran from the late 1970s until the GT 3.2 was retired 
in 2010. In appearance the 3.2 JTS cannot compete with 
the chromed intake runners of the transverse, front wheel 
drive, versions of the Busso engine. But in terms of sound it 
isn’t so clear cut. With those chromed intake runners the 
Busso lost some of the magic of the earlier versions in the 
GTV6, 90 and 2.5 and 3.0 75s. It is not uncommon for Busso 
3.2 owners to fit modified exhausts and air intakes, but my 
experience of comparing standard cars is that it is mostly at 
idle that a difference is noticeable between a GT and a 159 
Q4. Being a much more modern design, featuring continu-
ously variable valve timing on but the inlet and exhaust 
camshafts and direct fuel injection, the 3.2 JTS has more 
torque everywhere in the rev range compared to the 3.2 
Busso. The performance advantage of the engine is hidden 
by the heavier weight and the significant power loss 
through the four-wheel drive system. 
 
The 2.2 litre petrol does not have the Australian connec-
tion, being related to an Opel/Vauxhall engine. The 1.9 litre 
and 2.4 litre diesels were Fiat Group designs and share the 
same bore and stroke, with the 5 cylinder 2.4 running a 
slightly lower compression ratio, which probably allowed 
higher boost pressures to increase the peak power output.  
The 2.4 JTD was upgraded to the JTD-M specification in 
2008, with the engine gaining 7kW, taking the output to 
154 kW. Australia did not get the 2.0 diesel that replaced 
the 1.9 in Europe.  
However, we did, in 2009, get the  147kW 1750 TBi petrol 
engine, which combined with other changes in the 2008 
model year made this the lightest nosed version of the 
vehicle, offering improvements in balance  as well as per-
formance second only to the 3.2 V6. 
 
TBC....  
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RISULTATI 
 

               EVENT Spr Reg S/S Spr Reg Race S/S Race S/S        

    1 1 1 2 2 1 2 2 3        

1 Serge Oberhauser 20 12 16 14 6 14 11 0 11        

2 Mark Jackson 14 5 10 12 9 20 12 6 12        

3 Graeme Berry 12 9 6 10 20 8 0 0 0        

4 Doug Stonehouse 0 0 14 11 11 0 9 0 7        

4 John Coleman 0 0 20 0 0 0 16 0 16        

6 Joel O'Farrell 0 0 0 16 7 12 0 10 0        

6 Andrei Vishnevskii 6 16 0 9 14 0 0 0 0        

8 Jorritt Koolstra 16 7 0 8 10 0 0 0 0        

9 Peter Salmon 7 11 9 0 0 0 7 0 6        

9 Ken Percival 0 0 0 0 0 16 14 0 10        

9 Jason Wishart 0 0 0 0 0 0 20 0 20        

12 Phil O'Callaghan 11 8 0 7 8 0 0 0 0        

13 Luke Simiana 0 0 11 0 0 0 8 0 14        

14 Peter Parianos 0 0 0 20 12 0 0 0 0        

15 Alan Broadhurst 0 0 12 0 0 0 10 0 9        

16 Col Densley  10 20 0 0 0 0 0 0 0        

17 Stephen Callaghan 9 14 0 0 0 0 0 0 0        

18 Martin Kelly 0 0 0 6 16 0 0 0 0        

19 Angus Saunders 0 0 0 0 0 10 0 7 0        

19 Rielly Brooks 0 0 0 0 0 9 0 8 0        

21 Grant Norman 5 10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0        

22 George Soropos 8 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0        

23 Charles Webb 0 0 7 0 0 0 6 0 0        

23 Robyn Armstrong-Simiana 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 0 8        

25 Jenny Webb 0 0 8 0 0 0 4 0 0        

26 Rob Robson 0 0 0 0 0 11 0 0 0        

27 Simon Bailo 0 0 5 0 0 0 3 0 0        

 

ALFACOMP SUPERSPRINT 3 MORGAN PARK B SERIES 
DRIVER ALFA CC's RUN1 RUN2 RUN3 RUN4 RUN5 RUN6 RUN7 BEST LAP S/S 

Jason Wishart GTV2000 2000 4.56.31 5.18.05 4.53.63 4.53.33 4.52.83 4.55.00 DNS 1.12.06 20 

John Coleman Alfetta GTV6 3000 4.57.66 4.56.37 5.04.32 4.55.66 4.57.21 4.55.59 4.55.34 1.12.67 16 

Luke Simiana Alfa 75 2000 4.59.56 4.58.43 4.57.19 4.58.80 4.56.64 4.56.42 4.58.29 1.12.47 14 

Mark Jackson Alfa 147 3200 5.07.81 5.03.26 5.04.78 5.00.77 5.05.55 5.03.04 5.01.72 1.14.34 12 

Serge Oberhauser Alfetta GTV6 3000 5.08.04 5.03.60 5.03.24 5.18.00 5.15.14 5.09.62 5.08.37 1.14.82 11 

Ken Percival GT Junior 2000 5.08.53 5.03.86 5.07.24 5.05.34 5.04.23 5.03.72 5.05.75 1.14.98 10 

Alan Broadhurst Alfa GT 3200 5.09.35 5.04.40 5.04.62 5.05.75 5.05.43 5.05.86 5.03.88 1.15.13 9 

Robyn Armstrong-Simiana Alfa 75 2000 5.50.47 5.15.56 5.09.34 5.10.54 5.10.96 5.03.90 5.04.90 1.14.74 8 

Doug Stonehouse Alfa GT 3200 5.10.13 5.08.53 5.08.92 5.06.71 5.06.40 5.05.15 5.05.80 1.14.90 7 

Peter Salmon Giulietta QV 1750T 5.28.63 5.27.82 5.26.31 5.26.20 5.23.14 5.30.00 5.27.64 1.19.60 6 

ALFACOMP 2018 POINTSCORE 18th JUNE 
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        Total Total Best Alfacomp Sprint Reg  S/S Race 

        Events Points Events Points         

        8 104 8 104 34 18 38 14 

        9 100 9 100 26 14 34 26 

        6 65 6 65 22 29 6 8 

        5 52 5 52 11 11 30 0 

        3 52 3 52 0 0 52 0 

        4 45 4 45 16 7 0 22 

        4 45 4 45 15 30 0 0 

        4 41 4 41 24 17 0 0 

        5 40 5 40 7 11 22 0 

        3 40 3 40 0 0 24 16 

        2 40 2 40 0 0 40 0 

        4 34 4 34 18 16 0 0 

        3 33 3 33 0 0 33 0 

        2 32 2 32 20 12 0 0 

        3 31 3 31 0 0 31 0 

        2 30 2 30 10 20 0 0 

        2 23 2 23 9 14 0 0 

        2 22 2 22 6 16 0 0 

        2 17 2 17 0 0 0 17 

        2 17 2 17 0 0 0 17 

        2 15 2 15 5 10 0 0 

        2 14 2 14 8 6 0 0 

        2 13 2 13 0 0 13 0 

        2 13 2 13 0 0 5 0 

        2 12 2 12 0 0 12 0 

        1 11 1 11 0 0 0 11 

        2 8 2 8 0 0 8 0 

 

                                SERIES 

          Qual Race 1    Race 2   Race 3   Race 4  Total Rd 1  TOTAL 

1st Joel O'Farrell Alfa Romeo Alfetta GTV 2000cc 61.95 20 62.49 20 61.74 20 62.02 20 61.35 80 46 126 

2nd Angus Saunders Alfa Romeo 75 3000cc 64.17 14 64.55 16 63.68 14 63.37 14 64.32 58 42 100 

3rd Rielly Brooks Alfa Romeo Giulietta 
1750cc

T 62.49 16 62.48 DNF 62.77 16 62.09 16 61.89 48 47 95 

4th Mark Jackson Alfa Romeo Alfetta GTV 2000cc 63.91 DNF 69.52 14 63.44 DNF 62.96 DNS   14 63 77 

5th Etore Vosolo Fiat 131 1800cc 69.83 12 67.59 11 66.86 DNS   11 67.59 34 31 65 

5th Ken Percival Alfa Romeo GT Junior 2000cc                   0 54 54 

7th Stefano Belluomini Fiat 131 2000cc 68.62 DNF 66.27 12 65.24 12 64.67 12 65.53 36 16 52 

8th Serge Oberhauser Alfa Romeo Alfetta GTV6 3000cc                   0 49 49 

9th Rob Robson Alfa Romeo Alfetta GTV6 3000cc                   0 46 46 

10th Danny Impellizzeri Fiat 124CC 2000cc                   0 20 20 

11th Graeme Berry Alfa Romeo 156 2000cc                   0 19 19 

12th Natale Belluomini Fiat 131 2000cc                   0 7 7 

13th Richard Shinkfield Mitsubishi Lancer 1800cc                   0 0 0 

14th Andrew Milford Mitsubishi Lancer 1800cc                   0 0 0 

ITALIAN CHALLENGE Round 2 - Lakeside Raceway 2/3 June 
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ueensland is a vast state. Only Western Australia is bigger, and 
that's the largest non-national state in the world. Queensland 
is three times as big as Texas, which is a fun fact to point out to 
Texans. Unlike WA, Queensland has the Great Dividing Range 
running nearly the full 2,500km or so of our eastern coastline, 
providing lots of mountain roads to explore. 
 

With most of our membership concentrated in the South-East corner of 
the state, many of us have become familiar with all the great drives within 
about three hours of Brisbane - the Gold Coast Hinterland, Sunshine Coast 
Hinterland, Brisbane Valley, etc. Such members will be much less familiar 
with our state's fantastic drives further north and west. When I visited 
Cairns in May for my cousin's wedding, I took the opportunity to experi-
ence one of them - the Captain Cook Highway. 
 
With my mother having been from Cairns, this was a bit of a nostalgia 
drive for me. I had driven it as an adult only once before, when I was still 
in my 20s. The road winds north from Cairns to Mossman, an easy 80km 
drive or so. This is literally where the mountains meet the reef, and just 
north of the Rex lookout, the road becomes as twisty and as interesting as 
any mountain road. But watch out for people coming the other way tow-
ing caravans... As you drive along, you are in awe of the rainforest covered 
mountains on the landward side, and the serene blue waters of the Coral 
Sea on your right. There are several little beaches along the way if you 
want to stop and wet your feet (while keeping an eye out for Crocs). There 
are a couple of lookouts, all of which are worth stopping at to get views 
up and down the coast, to see those majestic mountains meeting the sea. 
Taking a detour to Port Douglas is also worth the effort, with the views 
from the lighthouse being spectacular on a clear day. 
 
For the last 20km into Mossman, the land flattens out. The vegetation 
then changes from rainforest and canefields to ti-tree swamps (and 
canefields). Mossman has clearly become a tourist town, so it's easy to 
find a coffee. A walk through the rainforests surrounding the Mossman 
Gorge is well worth doing, and I recommend paying the $10 to get the bus 
from the visitor's centre to the Gorge instead of walking the couple of kilo-
metres to the Gorge (and back!). Especially on a hot day, or when you're 
experiencing North Queensland's unpredictable weather. 
 
So if you thought Cairns was just an airport and an aquarium, rent a car 
next time you visit, and head up the Captain Cook. It's also well worth the 
drive down to Gordonvale just south of Cairns, and also up the range to 
the west to Kuranda. But that's another story... 

 TAKING A CAPTAIN COOK 
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by john anderson 
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Hope you're enjoying Winter in the south-east with a break from the heat and 
humidity, but also looking forward to our weekend away when Spring explodes 
throughout the Granite Belt.  Our previous trip to the Rock presented the last 
Autumn leaves dropping, sunny days and cooler nights. 
Great to see so many bookings rolling in from members since the last magazine 
hit your letterboxes, so be quick - as some catering venues have limited seating. 
 
SO, FOR NOW, the most important information:  
Give me a ring on 0412 942 517(anytime is fine) to check that we haven’t 
reached maximum capacity, then contact the Apple and Grape Motel 
(www.appleandgrape.com.au). Our hosts, Steve, Helen and Margaret ask that 
you contact them on 07- 4681 1288 or admin@appleandgrape.com.au as our 
block booking rooms will not show on their internet booking system, & quote Alfa 
weekend to obtain your special rates.  (eg Standard Queen room/2 persons/per 
night $135 along with options for Deluxe Queen, Standard Twin etc – upstairs or 
downstairs, carport or open parking. Prices based on Friday and Saturday nights).  
Please phone or email both Garry and me to advise that you’re attending so we 
have live-updates on numbers for catering and venues.  Closer to time, menu 
choices will be emailed for your selection. 

Just to whet your appetite, we’ll have our traditional Friday night welcome dinner at 
Michael and Daniella Heeremans (with a sneak preview of the current Alfa inhabit-
ants in the “home garage”) then on Saturday, look forward to breakfast at Mason’s 
Winery followed by our first “tasting” of the day, head off to Girraween National 
Park followed by a picturesque drive to Tenterfield to enjoy lunch at an amazing Art 
Deco hotel (and girls – after checking, some of those elusive/exclusive clothing 
stores are now opening later, so bring out the plastic).  Also, lots of interesting offer-
ings in the short time break before lunch and then more tastings as we make our 
way back across the border into wine territory. Saturday night dinner – coming 
along beautifully. Our Sunday breakfast café has been tested by half a dozen stal-
warts from the club and got the thumbs up, then on to the big red Alfa Shed and 
Michael’s latest projects - and of course Daniella’s “girl-shed”.  Sunday lunch will 
finish off the weekend beautifully, then farewells as everyone heads home to work 
off the extra kilos.  
 
Tony and I will be up at the Rock again this weekend and continue our planning plus 
banging in star pickets (with our brand new tool – much safer than a 14lb hammer), 
to mark out our proposed new home and services areas and double check that it 
actually fits.  Those who know our 37 acre block of rock will understand how it 
would be far easier to design and build a house on our 32perches in Greenslopes – 
far more flat land available…   
 Cheers, Jude 

 

Garry Spowart 
M 0419 709 416 
E treasurer@arocaqld.com 

Jude Vaughan 
M 0412 942 517 

E vetschoice@optusnet.com.au 

STANTHORPE FOOD & 

WINE WEEKEND 12 - 14 

October 

BE QUICK & BOOK NOW 
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Selespeed Specia l ist  

 

07 3855 1644 

 30  30 
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CLUB NIGHT graham bredhauer 

 

 

Adrenaline was flowing and there were plenty of smiles on 
faces at our June Club night, go-kart racing at Slideways at 
Eagle Farm. We had 10 racing warriors jostling for position 
on the slippery track and 4 in the squad cheering them on. 
There were many tales of friendly battles between competi-
tors and some new arch rivals emerged, not mentioning any 
names Marco :). I for one had a really fun night. 
  
 
Due to other commitments, this is my last event as Club 
Night Coordinator. I volunteered for the position originally 
primarily because I thought Bernie Campbell, who had been 
in the role for many years, deserved a break. Now that I can 
no longer commit to the role, Bernie has stepped back in 
but only until such time that someone else can be found. 
We have a great club and it will only continue if we have 
volunteers to fill key positions. So I ask that you consider 
putting your hand up, if not for the Club Night Coordinator, 
then for one of the other vacant positions on the com-
mittee. I can testify that it is a great team to be part of.  
 
Ciao 
 
Graham 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Yes there will be a Club Night this month despite the fact 
that it clashes with the State Of Origin game. The meeting 
will be at our usual venue at Shannon's rooms at 305 Mon-
tague Road West End. As usual there will be pizza, drinks 
and coffee supplied by the Club. We have not organised a 
speaker for the night  as the football game makes that ra-
ther difficult. We will however have the match playing on 
the TV for those interested. 
                      
For those who wish to attend pizza will be served from 
7.00pm . followed by the meeting. 
  
Hope to see you there, 
  
Ciao. 
  
Bernie 
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MEMBRI colin densley 

 

Benvenuti a tutti  
 

As of writing this on the 27th June,  55 members have 
renewed their membership.   This has been a great re-
sponse.  However… As I am once again away on a trip for 
most of August, I would greatly appreciate if you could 
renew your membership before I go.  
   
Just to reiterate on last month’s report.  This year we are 
sending out stickers to go on the back of your existing 
membership card.  These will be enclosed in the first 
magazine after you renew.  Payment can be made by 
EFT, cheque, Money Order or cash.  Don’t forget, if you 
pay by eft include your membership number in the refer-
ence.   
 
For all you competitors out there, please pay promptly 
so I can get a covering letter out to cover your entry into 
events as you may not get the stickers in time.  
 
Fortunately, apart from another refurb of my GTV alter-
nator all is well in Alfaland.  I am looking forward to the 
Sprint meeting on the 14th July.   
 
Welcome to new Members this month:                                                                                           
 
968 Scot & Alicia Adam with their 2007 Red Brera 
3.2L 
969 Darryl Heiner and Melinda Luck with their 2012 
Red Mito 1.4 
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Brisbane’s Mobile Alfa Romeo Specialist 

Full range of Mobile services on modern and classic Alfa Romeos 

Log Book Servicing I Repairs I Diagnostics I Electrical repairs 

27 years’ experience factory trained technician 

High Quality service and repairs at an affordable price 

PH: 0405327251   david@dmmmobilemechanic.com.au   www.dmmmobilemechanic.com.au  

mailto:david@dmmmobilemechanic.com.au
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EVENTI 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Too late by the time you read this for 
Scenic Rim Run... 
 

Sun 29 July - Beaudesert to Uki Run - 
RSVP to social@arocaqld.com by  21 
July. 
 

Sun 12 August - Bellthorpe Range 
Run  - Caboolture to Rick’s Garage. 
 

Sat 18,  Sun 19 August - Leyburn 
Sprints  - non-club event but worth a 
visit. 
 

For  the latest updates on these and 
other  events see the club website 
www.arocaqld.com  

 JULY 2018 
Sun 1  Scenic Rim run - Purga to Beaudesert 

Wed 11 Members' Club Night - Shannons, West End 

Sat 14 T124 Italian Challenge Sprint Series Round 3 - Queensland Raceway, Willowbank 

Wed 25 August Magazine Publishing Deadline - -- 

Sun 29 Uki run - Beaudesert to Uki 

  AUGUST 2018 
Wed 8  Members' Club Night - Shannons, West End 

Sun 12 Bellthorpe Range Run - Caboolture to Palmwoods 

Sat 18 Leyburn Sprints - Day 1 - Leyburn, Southern Downs 

Sun 19 Leyburn Sprints - Day 2 - Leyburn, Southern Downs 

Sun 26 T124 Italian Challenge Sprint Series Round 4 - Queensland Raceway, Willowbank 

Sun 26 A Day in the Country Charity Day - Peak Crossing 

Wed 29 September Magazine Publishing Deadline - -- 

  SEPTEMBER 2018 

Sat 1  Supersprint B Series Round 4 Day 1 - Morgan Park Warwick 

Sun 2  Supersprint B Series Round 4 Day 2 - Morgan Park Warwick 

Wed 12 Club Night (AGM) - Shannon's, West End 

Sun 16 Run to the Barn - Redbank to Flagstaff Creek 

Wed 26 October Magazine Publishing Deadline - -- 

Sat 29 T124 FOIM Regularity - Lakeside Raceway, Dakabin 

Sat 29 T124 Italian Challenge Race Series Round 3 Day 1 - Lakeside Raceway, Dakabin 

Sun 30 T124 Italian Challenge Race Series Round 3 Day 2 - Lakeside Raceway, Dakabin 

mailto:social@arocaqld.com
http://www.arocaqld.com
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  DECEMBER 2018 

Sun 2  2018 AROCA Christmas party - TBA 

Wed 5  December Magazine Publishing Deadline - -- 

  OCTOBER 2018 

Wed 10 Alfa-Fiat Bocce Challenge - Bocce Courts, Newmarket 

Wed 10 
Members' Club Night - Bocce Challenge - Bocce Club, adjacent to Spencer Park, New-
market 

Fri 12 Stanthorpe Weekend Away Day 1 - Stanthorpe 

Sat 13 Stanthorpe Weekend Away Day 2 - Stanthorpe 

Sun 14 Stanthorpe Weekend Away Day 3 - Stanthorpe 

Sun 14 Festitalia 2018 - Spencer Park, Newmarket 

Sun 21 JH Classics Day - JH Classics, Yatala 

Sun 28 Club Birthday Run - Lawnton to Witta 

Wed 31 November Magazine Publishing Deadline - -- 

  NOVEMBER 2018 
Sat 3  T124 Italian Challenge Sprint Series Round 5 - Lakeside Raceway, Dakabin 

Sat 10 Noosa Hill Climb - Summer - Gyndier Drive, Tewantin 

Sun 11 Noosa Hill Climb - Day 2 - Gyndier Drive, Tewantin 

Sun 11 Gold Coast Hinterland Run - Gold Coast Hinterland 

Wed 14 Members' Club Night - Shannons, West End 

Sat 17 T124 Italian Challenge Race Series Round 4 Day 1 - Lakeside Raceway, Dakabin 

Sun 18 T124 Italian Challenge Race Series Round 4 Day 2 - Lakeside Raceway, Dakabin 

  APRIL 2019 
Fri 19 Alfesta 2019 - Day 1 - Mornington Peninsular, Victoria 

Sat 20 Alfesta 2019 - Day 2 - Mornington Peninsula, Victoria 

Sun 21 Alfesta 2019 - Day 3 - Mornington Peninsula, Victoria 

Mon 22 Alfesta 2019 - Day 4 - Mornington Peninsula, Victoria 
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The Classifieds sections of the Club magazine and 
Club website provide the opportunity to seek, sell or 
swap Alfa Romeo related items. This is a free service 
to both members and non-members, provided the 
classified is of a non-commercial nature. 

Classifieds selling or seeking services are not accept-
ed. Please contact the Committee Member responsi-
ble for magazine advertising 
(advertising@arocaqld.com) to place these type of 
notices in the Club magazine. 

To submit a new classified, visit the Club website 
(www.arocaqld.com), click on the “Classifieds” menu 
button and select “Submit an Advert” from the drop-
down list. Complete the online form, making sure 
you fill in all the mandatory fields.  

Your classified can be up to 6,500 characters long 
and you may also upload one digital image. The 
image must be in .JPG format and be less than 1Mb 
in size. Please check the spelling and punctuation of 
your classified before clicking on the “Submit” 
button.  

If you experience any problems submitting your 
classified online, please contact the Classifieds Editor 
(Phone: 0403 878 749 or email: classi-
fieds@arocaqld.com). A classified will remain listed 
for three months unless the classified owner re-
quests otherwise.  

To request a change to an existing classified or to 
cancel an existing classified, visit the Club website 
(www.arocaqld.com), click on the “Classifieds” menu 
button and select “Change/Cancel Advert” from the 
drop-down list. Complete and submit the online 
form.  

Advertisements may be edited or removed from the 
magazine or website at any time by the Club.  

AROCA (QLD) takes no responsibility for the contents 
of any advertisement nor any statements implied or 
expressed by advertisers.  

Under Queensland law, registered vehicles offered 
for sale must have a current and valid Safety Certifi-
cate available for perusal by prospective purchasers 
from the time the vehicle is offered for sale. Failure 
to do so may result in prosecution by State authori-
ties. No classifieds will be published if they include 
"RWC/Safety Certificate on sale" or similar state-
ments. 

CLASSIFICATO 
  

 

Wanted Alfa 156 2001-2002 V6 Front Body [View 
Photo] 
After a parts car to replace the damaged metal 
bodywork, engine rails, bumper, headlights, etc on 
a 156 with a damaged nose. Prefer the parts not the 
whole donor car. | $Reasonable! | Contact: Carl, 
429724053, ccqld@hotmail.com (Expires: Jul 20) 

For Sale 2013 Alfa Romeo Giulietta Progression 
[View Photo] 
1.4L Turbo, 6 Speed Manual, Dark Blue, Good Con-
dition, 107000 K's, Regularly serviced, Darkest Legal 
Tint on windows. | $9,000 | Contact: Trevor, 
450895759, trevseeto@hotmail.com (Expires: Oct 
27) 

  
For Sale Alfa 75 3.0 1989 5sp manual [View Photo] 
Our classic Alfa 75 is now for sale - in excellent 
condition - past four owners have all been AROCA 
members and have cared well for this car. Every-
thing is "sorted". Enjoy a beautiful 3 litre Alfa 75 
now! | $13,500 | Contact: Martin, 0438186820, 
martin@teamrace.com.au (Expires: Oct 22) 

  
For Sale Alfa Romeo GTV V6 24v  
Build date 06/98. Odometer 161,688klm. Interior 

black with red leather seats, silver exterior with sun 
roof. Car has been garaged for past three years un-
used. New coolant pump, thermostat and gaskets 
included. Car requires a Battery, the paint needs 
attention, engine has a coolant leak (pump). I am 
unable to devote the time this car deserves and 
would like the car to go to an enthusiast. With this in 
mind I am open to offers. | $5,000 | Contact: Gra-
ham, +610467234407, gralib.bal@gmail.com 
(Expires: Oct 14) 
  
For Sale Alfetta GTV6  
Plated 1985, 175,000 klms, lots of history and re-
ceipts. Starts, drives, but been off the road for some 
5 years so brakes need doing. Resprayed in 1996, 
engine rebuilt at 100klms in 1997 (have receipts 
$8k), some rust (not terminal). I will point out every-
thing I know. Genuine reasons for sale. Car in Bris-
bane and you will need to arrange pick up. I will 
listen to offers. Can send pics if interested | $7,600 
negotiable | Contact: Aunard, 0418 743 105, 
Aunard@4drinks1hand.com (Expires: Oct 5) 
  
For Sale 2015 Giulietta QV [View Photo] 
2015 Giulietta QV with 53500 kms on clock. Driven 
only in city conditions and meticulously maintained 
at dealership. Still in warranty, brand new set of 
Pirelli Cinturato tyres and new battery all on board. 
Registered until end of Nov 18. Excellent condition. 
Love this car but regretfully need to sell. | $25,500 
ono | Contact: Brad, 0479047647, 
bhforan@aapt.net.au (Expires: Sep 29) 

  
For Sale 2004 Alfa Romeo 156 Ti JTS Selespeed  
Great Condition, 176,000km, Red with Black Leather 
Exterior, Priced for a quick sale. | $3,950 | Contact: 
Ole, 0431117196, olereeslev@gmail.com (Expires: 
Sep 24) 
  
For Sale 2002 Alfa 156 GTA [View Photo] 
Good condition, black, 120560km. Only two owners 
since new. Service and repair history available. New 
cooling system in 2015. Timing belt changed at 
106000km. This car has a magical engine - fast, racy, 
beautiful to listen to and an animal over 4000rpm. 
The interior is in very good nick aside from wear on 
the driver's seat and an intermittent info-centre. 
Exterior is good aside from a patchy roof, some mi-
nor scratches and two small hail dings. All offers 
welcome. GTA04 Private Plates available. Just need 
to transfer ownership. | $17,000 ono | Contact: 
Anthony, 421352866, tony@craftwinestore.com 
(Expires: Sep 20) 
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For Sale Number Plate  
PPQ Plate - GTV105 | $600 | Contact: Harry, 0400 
119 106, harry.haralambous@bigpond.com (Expires: 
Aug 10) 
  
For Sale 2007 Alfa Romeo 147 JTD  
Hatchback Red Diesel, 130000 kms Son has moved 
interstate. Rego due April 20 | $900 ono | Contact: 
Linda, 0418386550, Linda@Tunny.com.au (Expires: 
Aug 3) 
  
For Sale Alfa 4C ECU, Air Filter, Number Plate  
I recently traded my Alfa 4C and have for sale (1) 
Alfaworks upgraded ECU and K&M air filter: $1,500. 
ECU is simple to fit (three minutes) for 40 HP, 70 ft-
lbs increase. (2) Personalised plates “A 4C” and front 
mounting bracket that screws into the tow hook 
hole: $2,500. | $4,000 the lot | Contact: David, 0409 
623 098, adchristy@optusnet.com.au (Expires: Aug 
1) 
  
For Sale Alfa 156ti Log Books [View Photo] 
Complete set of 5 books in as New condition With 
Black zip cover including: (1) Service Book; (2) Alfa 
156 & 156Gta Australian version; (3) Alfa Care, The 
Alfa Remeo owner Support Program; (4) Sound Sys-
tem; (5) Warranty & Maintenance Schedule - 
stamped up to 65000 km Service. Will post within 
Australia for an extra $10 or you can pick up from 
Robina. | $30 | Contact: Ronald, 0435112223, 
rgor8292@gmail.com (Expires: Jul 10) 

  
For Sale 2000 Alfa Romeo Spider [View Photo] 
Special edition gold colour. Excellent condition for 
it's age. No expense has been spared maintaining 
this car. Only 97 000 km's. Full service history. Selling 
this car feels like selling a child, but unfortunately it's 
time to get something more practical for my job. | 
$8,500 | Contact: Sam, 0437 276 780, samshepmu-
sic1@gmail.com (Expires: Jun 30) 

 

  
For Sale Alfasud 1.5 TI  
Red, very original, spare engine and gearbox plus 
other parts. Relatively rust free , has been in dry 
storage for 5 years , was being used prior to storage , 
trim stripped for repaint that never happened. | 
$Offers | Contact: Ron, 0467922994, 
ronspall@bigpond.com (Expires: Sep 7) 
  
For Sale Brera Spider Convertable [View Photo] 
A beautiful 2007 build 2009 compliance 2.2 JTS 
Selespeed twin spark. In original as new condition. 
Only travelled 42,725kms. One owner. Meticulously 
looked after and driven on occasional weekends and 
to Alfesta events including Tasmania. Looks spectac-
ular in Grigo Touring (dark metallic silver) with Char-
coal and grey leather trim. Rego current to 09/18 | 
$19,500.00 | Contact: Warren, 0424155513, 
janespence@y7mail.com (Expires: Sep 7) 

  
For Sale Giulietta Splitter Kit [View Photo] 
Upgrade your Giulietta and stand out from the norm! 
Beautiful gloss black splitter kit (front and sides). 
Easy to fit or can be fitted by me in Brisbane. Can 
post Australia wide. Also have rear diffuser and ex-
haust upgrade wrapping etc. | Splitter Kit - $550 plus 
postage (fitting extra) | Contact: Rocky, 0404 487 
444, crc73@hotmail.com (Expires: Aug 13) 



 

 PER SEMPRE ALFA   |   36 

FINALE 

 

 

PER SEMPRE ALFA 
Next issue: August 2018 

Deadline:  25 July 2018 

Not much Alfa Romeo in this picture, aside from the sign... 
What else can you find? 



 

  



 

  


