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Public Liability Insurance:  It is a requirement of the Office 
of Fair Trading that the Management Committee advises 
the members of the club and other interested parties that 
the club holds Public Liability Insurance. This insurance is 
provided through the club’s affiliation with CAMS. Details of 
this insurance policy can be found in the CAMS 2016/17 
Insurance Program Handbook which is available through 
the CAMS website. 
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EDITORIALE darryl green 

 

 
fter last months failure to make any sense of Alfa 
Romeo series numbers, it’s surely time to keep it 
simple and stick to names. Unfortunately Alfa Romeo 
tend to reuse these rather a lot.  
 

Is an Alfetta a post-war F1 car with a small capacity (1.5L) but a 
large power output (ultimately, about 400hp) and an even 
more prodigious thirst for methanol (about 150L/100km) - or a 
much more economical family sedan? 
 
Maybe we do need those numbers? But that is just as confus-
ing - did you notice that the final evolution of the Alfetta F1 car 
was an Alfetta 159? I should stop complaining about the 159 
wagon’s fuel economy… 
 
Perhaps that is why Alfisti bestow their own names of Alfa Ro-
meos products, rather than relying on official model designa-
tions. 
 
Alfa Romeo don’t name their engines - but Alfisti do. Quite 
possibly you have an Alfa with a Busso engine. Proud of that V6 
are you? Maybe it even has quad cams? 
 
Would it surprise you to know that Busso had resigned from 
Alfa Romeo before there was an Alfa V6 even in production? 
And did you to know that he designed the 4 cylinder engine 
commonly known as the Nord? 
 
Giuseppe Busso was responsible for the design of the alloy 
block, wet liner double overhead cam 4 cylinder engine that 
first appeared in the 1954 Giulietta. At that time it certainly 
wasn’t known as the Nord (north i.e. produced near Milan) - if 
only because there was no Alfa Romeo Sud (south, produced 
near Naples). The southern factory was set up in the early 
1970s, over the objections of Alfa Romeo’s own president,  to 
address unemployment in the south - during the time when 
Alfa Romeo was nationalised. The first Alfasud rolled off the 
line there in 1972. 
 
Busso had nothing to do with the Alfasud but did remain at Alfa 
Romeo to see all the variations on the inline 4 engine design, 
which remained in production until 1994. This staggeringly long 
lived (and staggeringly advanced for a 1954 road car) 4 cylinder 
is surely more deserving of the Busso title than the V6. By the 
time the V6, designed (yes, by Busso) in the mid 1970s ap-
peared in an Alfa production car (the Alfa 6) in 1979 Giuseppe 
Busso was no longer with Alfa Romeo. Busso had resigned in 
1977, deeply frustrated with the management of the company. 
The later development of the V6 - in particular the evolution to 
a quad-cam configuration - was obviously without Busso’s di-
rect input, although he remained resident in Arese until his 
death shortly after the last engine was produced at the Arese 
engine plant. 
 
Of course no single person designed either the V6 or the inline 
4 and both engine designs were built on experience gained 
from earlier engines. Many of the features of these now classic 
Alfa Romeo power plants - not to mention some equally signifi-
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 cant Ferrari engines - can be traced back to the efforts of an engineer 
poached from Fiat in 1923. 
 
Vittorio Jano was recruited from Fiat by Enzo Ferrari and a number of 
other ex-Fiat members of Alfa Romeo’s racing and engineering teams.  
 
Jano promptly designed the supercharged straight 8 P2 to compete 
against the fast but unreliable type 805 Fiats, which had a more ad-
vanced engine design that the P1 Alfa Romeos. The P2 proved very 
capable, winning the first race it was entered in. Buoyed by this suc-
cess the Alfa Romeo team were optimistic of their chances in the 
1924 French Grand Prix.  
 
As it turned out the 4 car assault on the event, with Ascari, Campari, 
Wagner and Ferrari driving, didn’t quite go to plan. Ferrari fell ill be-
fore the race and didn’t start. Ascari, who had been dicing for the 
lead through most of the race retired with three laps to go with me-
chanical problems. Despite this, Campari managed to pull off a win, 
with Wagner in fourth place behind the Delage’s of Devo and Benoist. 
This race was also the last serious Grand Prix entry by Fiat. 
 
Alfa Romeo then went on to dominate Grand Prix racing in 1925, 
which was the first year in which there was a manufacturer’s champi-
onship. If you have an Alfa Romeo made between 1925 and 1982 you 
will find it has a badge with a silver, textured border - a stylised laurel 
wreath to commemorate this win. 
 
Much later Jano again worked with Enzo Ferrari, most significantly on 
the design of Ferrari’s V6 powerplant that he started working on with 
Enzo’s son, Dino, before Dino’s death in 1956. The Dino V6 and Fer-
rari’s later V8 engines owe much to Jano’s input, and relatively little 
to the original Ferrari V12 developed in 1946. That original Ferrari 
engine was designed by Columbo. A larger displacement, and signifi-
cantly different Ferrari V12 design was then worked on by Lampredi.  
All this early Ferrari design and development was carried out under 
the direction of Ferrari’s first technical director - Giuseppe Busso. 
Busso, who had worked for Alfa Romeo prior to this sojourn to the 
upstart Ferrari, returned to Alfa Romeo in 1948. 
 
None of that seems to help in attaching a particular name to a partic-
ular Alfa Romeo engine. That’s without even mentioning that Colum-
bo, aside from his brief foray with Ferrari, was also an Alfa Romeo 
engine designer, having done is apprenticeship under Jano, before 
doing much of the design of the Alfetta 158/159 8 cylinder super-
charged engine that was so successful in F1 in 1950 and 1951. 
 
So call your quad cam V6 a Busso if you like, and your alloy block wet 
liner 4 cylinder a Nord. We all know what you mean - you mean a real 
Alfa Romeo engine. And if you are lucky enough to have a Giulia 
Quadrifoglio - well - what goes around comes around - after the 
Scuderia has ridden on the back of Alfa Romeo engine designers for 
decades it’s nice that Alfa Romeo gets three quarters of a V8 back. 
Maybe confuse everyone further and call it a Jano V6? 
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e're Alfisti because we love our Italian cars. But 
Italian cars, more than any other country's cars it 
seems, always extract a price for allowing us to love 
them. Much like a supermodel girlfriend (or boy-
friend, as the case might be) - high maintenance, 
not too bright, demanding, impossible... but boy 
are they hot!  
 

I had cause to remember that recently. I had to replace the rear struts on 
my 939 Spider. The strut attaches to a mounting point that's welded on to 
the control arm, and is secured to that mounting point by a bolt. Pretty sim-
ple stuff, you would think. However, the bolt theoretically goes in one way, 
because the shape of the control arm would prevent the bolt being put into 
a position to be inserted in the other way. Imagine a T with the top of the T 
tilted one way or the other, and the bolt going through the neck of the T 
near the top. The bolt will go in one way, but not the other, because the top 
of the T will be in the way the wrong way. 
Through the experience of my Spider, I've learned that somehow, the Ital-
ians on the assembly line a decade ago managed to put the bolt in the 
wrong way around. How they did this is beyond my ability to determine, 
unless they (for some reason) decided to fit the strut to the mounting point, 
and THEN welded the mounting point to the control arm. But that means 
that they would have had to paint that control arm with the strut attached, 
which seems very unlikely. Especially given that the bolt had no paint on it. 
It actually seems more likely that the Italians have somehow invented Star-
Trek style transporters specifically to transport the bolt into place the wrong 
way around. The people putting in the new struts had to cut the bolt and 
replace it to remove the old strut, and install the new one. Apparently this 
also happens occassionally to the 159 and Brera, which share the same 
platform, but it's most common on the Spider. It's that sort of impossible 
craziness that helps to define our love-hate relationship with our Italian 
cars. 
Speaking of my Spider, some of you might have noticed that I recently put it 
up for sale. I won't go into the reasons why, but thankfully an opportunity 
presented itself that made sale of the Spider no longer necessary (for now), 
even though that opportunity was also an emotional cost. But life is full of 
tough choices, and emotions are fleeting. I love that car, so I'm glad of the 
end result. 
 
I had hoped to be able to inform you in this edition about an initiative that 
we've been talking to Brisbane Alfa Romeo about lately. However, we've 
been informed that our contact at that dealer has changed. I don't know as 
yet if that affects anything, but I should know by Club Night, so hopefully I'll 
be able to talk about it by then. 
Brisbane Alfa Romeo is one of the club's sponsors, taking out advertising 
space in this magazine, and they are offering good deals at the moment. See 
their ad within the magazine for details. 
 
At the last committee meeting, our Secretary extraordinaire, Karen Green, 
announced that she and her husband Darryl (our Editor extraordinaire) were 

W 

PRESIDENTE john anderson 

"Alfa Romeo is more than a mere car factory. Its products are something more than 
conventionally built automobiles. It's a kind of fever, this enthusiasm for a means of 
transport. It's a way of life, a very particular conception of the motor vehicle. Some-
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 planning on taking an extended break next year, and therefore would 
not be standing again for their positions at the AGM in September this 
year. Both Karen's and Darryl's efforts in their roles and in other things 
have contributed so much to our club, and a mere 'thank you' seems so 
inadequate to cover what they do to make this club the club that you 
enjoy. I'm sure I speak on behalf of everyone in expressing the club's 
gratitude for their service to date, and that they enjoy an exciting trip 
during their break. 
However, that leaves the club with two positions to fill. Both are very 
important roles within the club. Under our constitution, we MUST have 
a Secretary, as it is one of the three senior positions on the committee. 
Technology has made this role much less onerous than in the past, and 
it now mostly involves regularly checking the club mailbox, attending 
committee meetings to take minutes, typing up the minutes and distrib-
uting them, and keeping safe the key records of the club.  
The Editor's job naturally is to continue to produce our club magazine to 
the same high standards that members have come to expect under 
Darryl's editorship and that of his predecessors. This involves some 
coordination with Advertisers and members who write articles, re-
searching for Alfa news, and writing a column. But most of the work is 
once a month, 11 months a year to pull it all together into the maga-
zine. This requires a reasonable amount of tech-savviness, given the 
software used to do so. And to recognise the time-commitment re-
quired to do this well, the club pays the editor a small stipend per issue. 
Karen says it covers the required alcohol bill, but only just... 
So if you are a bit tech-savvy and have a flair for creative writing, as well 
as style and layout, then I encourage you to put your hand up for the 
Editor's job. The sooner you let us know you're interested, the sooner 
we can get you learning from Darryl what needs to be done. And if you 
think you can do the job of Secretary, then also let us know. Just email 
me on president@arocaqld.com to begin the conversation. 
 
Now to an issue that has arisen lately, although it's really been around 
for years. Our club exists for the benefit of our members. As such, our 
Club insurance arrangements cover financial members, as well as the 
committee member and organisers, for all events and activities officially 
run or attended by our Club, or run by any other CAMS-affiliated car 
club. You, and everyone you have nominated on your Club Membership 
Application form, are considered members of our Club and so covered 
by those insurance provisions. 
Non-AROCA members are welcome to participate in selected social 
events, however, if they aren’t also a member of a CAMS-affiliated car 
club, they will be asked to complete and sign a standard liability waiver 
before participating. If they decline to sign the waiver, they will, unfor-
tunately, not be able to participate. The form is available for download 
from our website.  
 
Ciao for now, 
John Anderson 

 

 

thing that resists definition. Its component parts are like those irrational traits of the human 
spirit that cannot be explained with logical terminology."  
 - Orazio Satta Puliga,1969 
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NEWS - speculazione 
 

 

The first winner of F1 is back - well in name at least. FCA (who are still majority owners of the spun-off Ferrari) have rather gener-
ously provided a Ferrari drivetrain (including the rear suspension) in exchange for Alfa Romeo principle sponsor branding on the 
Sauber C37. FIA  Rookie of the year Charles Leclerc, fresh from taking out the F2 championship in 2017,  joins Marcus Ericsson  at 
the Swiss Sauber team. Ericsson has said that the team has more to learn than others due to the extent of changes - but as those 
changes include a 2 year newer engine package and a chassis that looks to incorporate key aerodynamic features borrowed from 
the 2017 leaders, it doesn’t seem he really has too much to complain about. Sauber have nowhere to go but up, having placed last 
in the 2017 constructors championship. Unfortunately for them fellow back-markers, the once all conquering McLaren are also 
certain improvers from their second last position now that they have swapped Honda power (or lack of it ) for Renault. In fact, after 
the first week of (weather affected) pre-season testing Sauber are right back at the bottom on the basis of adjusted lap times, while 
McLaren have leapt up the field to be ranked 5th by autosport.com, with a time within a few tenths of Ferrari. The most radically 
developed car of 2018 is the Red Bull - which seems so far to be working - coming top of the tyre compound adjusted lap time 
rankings. The season opening race in Melbourne is certain to be interesting. 
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realtà - NEWS 

In another type of contest altogether a Volvo SUV has taken out Wheels Car of the Year (affectionately known as COTY), plac-
ing it in the illustrious company of such automotive masterpieces as the Holden Camira and Ford Territory. The finalist field 
contained not only this Chinese owned Swede but an whole array of SUVs including the BMW X3 and Audi Q5, Range Rover’s 
Discovery and Velar, plus SUV offerings from Honda, Skoda and Mazda - and I’ve probably nodded off and missed more SUVs. 
To balance the books a bit the Wheels judges also managed to compare the Porsche Panamera not just the Kia Stinger and 
the last of the HSV GTS-R tyre shredders, but also to a Hyundai i30 and a Suzuki Swift. Oh - and the Alfa Romeo Giulia range. 
Wheels did have quite a bit to say about the Giulia, mostly positive, but nothing to rank it above the volvo - or that Skoda SUV 
- the Kodiaq. In the end the Volvo placed first, Skoda second and the Giulia third. However, Wheels also conducted a reader 
survey, which produced a somewhat different answer. The Giulia was number one, with the Volvo down in eleventh, well 
behind not just the Alfa but the number two ranked HSV, the Kia Stinger in third and the Tesla model X. So we know what 13 
year old boys would try to get their mums to buy instead of the Volvo or Skoda - but it’s probably not a good predictor of  
sales volumes.  
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WWW 

Some Classic 1970s Cornering by Autodelta  driver Luigi Picchi 

https://youtu.be/AfOtFNaVLOI 

Turbodelta Tarmac Ypres 1980 

https://youtu.be/EwQzB3b28vM 

 Alfa Romeo Owners Club of Australia Queensland on Facebook
Hey folks, did you know that you DON`T have to be registered on Facebook to view the page? 
It`s as simple as googling  aroca qld facebook  and clicking the link….. Or follow the link from the club web site! 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Alfa-Romeo-Owners-Club-of-Australia-Queensland-Division/197124920354328
https://www.facebook.com/Alfa-Romeo-Owners-Club-of-Australia-Queensland-Division-197124920354328
https://www.facebook.com/Alfa-Romeo-Owners-Club-of-Australia-Queensland-Division-197124920354328
https://youtu.be/AfOtFNaVLOI
https://youtu.be/EwQzB3b28vM
https://www.facebook.com/Alfa-Romeo-Owners-Club-of-Australia-Queensland-Division-197124920354328
https://www.facebook.com/Alfa-Romeo-Owners-Club-of-Australia-Queensland-Division-197124920354328
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Wheels Review the Giulia 

https://youtu.be/s-iiLW8AOA0 

Simmons Wheels: 
Suit Alfa Romeo 

105 series  
 

$800.00 

WWW 

Sequins for your 
driving suit any-

one? 
 

US $29.99  

15” Borrani/Rudge 
Wire Wheels Set of 4. 

 
$9700 

Alfa Romeo 3500 
Supersport 1:43  

 
EUR 22.50 

Alfa Romeo Owners Club of Australia Queensland on Facebook 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Alfa-Romeo-Owners-Club-of-Australia-Queensland-Division/197124920354328
https://youtu.be/s-iiLW8AOA0
https://www.ebay.com.au/itm/Simmons-Wheels-Suit-Alfa-Romeo-105-series-/282858369552
https://www.ebay.com.au/itm/FERRARI-ALFA-LANCIA-SIATTA-BORRANI-RUDGE-WIRE-WHEELS-15-INCH-early1950-s/222863317831
https://www.ebay.com.au/itm/RARE-Alfa-Romeo-full-sequin-11-inch-diameter-MEDALLION-for-blazer-STUNNING-/112833172723
http://www.ebay.com.au/itm/Alfa-Romeo-3500-Supersport-Pininfarina-rot-RHD-1-43-BoS-Models-/192464873897
https://www.facebook.com/Alfa-Romeo-Owners-Club-of-Australia-Queensland-Division-197124920354328
https://www.facebook.com/Alfa-Romeo-Owners-Club-of-Australia-Queensland-Division-197124920354328
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SOCIALE 
adly, the first thing to inform you about is that Alfesta 2018 has been cancelled, due to low numbers registering. I was 
one of them, so I'm disappointed that I'm going to have to wait another year to meet up with other Australian Alfisti in 
Victoria in 2019. Many thanks to those from Queensland who did register. If you, like me, registered and paid, you 
should have received an email from AROCA NSW President, Steve Saladine, informing you of the cancellation, and that 
you should contact the hotel to cancel your booking, and send him your bank details so that you can receive a refund. 
From a Queensland point of view, this should inspire us to make our Alfesta in 2020 the best yet. We'll be having a 
planning meeting in the next couple of months, and to make it good, we'll need all the help that we can get. So when 
you see the invitation, please put your hand up to help out. 

To salve the disappointment somewhat, perhaps we might organise a mini-tour on that weekend, with an overnight stay. I have 
the thought of going a bit further out from Brisbane than we usually go - perhaps up to Bundaberg, or maybe out west to Roma 
to see a bit of the outback. Queensland has lots of places to see. The longer drive means we can visit more locations, and take 
our time. If you'd be interested in that, please let me know on social@arocaqld.com, and I'll start seeing what's still available. 
This is just a thought bubble at the moment, so if you want it to happen, let me know so that I can discuss a reasonably firm 
idea with the committee. 

S 
john anderson (until someone else volunteers) 

 
On Sunday February 18th, our illustrious IPP Peter Mathews organised the Picnic Run. Unfortunately I had a family commit-
ment, but by all reports that I saw, it was a very well attended and enjoyed event. We had a few visitors, and it was particu-
larly good to see so many new members coming along and enjoying their Alfas with us. Many thanks to Peter for organising 
this event, and I look forward to the next one! 
 
On Sunday March 18th, I'm organising a run starting in Toowoomba, and looping around to come back to the Meringandan 
Pub for lunch. Locals tell me that's a great place for a meal, and they get a lot of car clubs through there. The run will start in 
the carpark of Zarraffa's Coffee Toowoomba North, Cnr Ruthven St (New England Hwy) and North St at 10:00, for a 10:30 
departure. If you're coming from Brisbane, don't forget to allow at least an hour and a half to get up there. We'll head to 
the north of town on the road towards Esk, but turn off to head west to have a drive by of the  Perseverance Dam. When we 
get to Goombungee, we'll head back towards T'ba, but stop at Meringandan before we get there. After lunch, head home 
any way you want, as long as it's safe! The run is about an hour and a half, but there aren't a lot of coffee shops on the way, 
so we'll do it without a break. Please RSVP to social@arocaqld.com soon, so that I know the numbers to tell the pub. 
 
We traditionally are a bit quiet socially in April because of Alfesta, and last year we tried to 'fill the gap' with a dinner to 
welcome all our members, but particularly new members. We've had an influx of new members in the past year, so it 
seemed a good thing to do again this year. However, we were offered an interesting opportunity which will give it a bit of a 
twist. Members Danny and Barbara Newland have recently opened Bim Bam Brisbane, a gallery of Indigenous fine art and 
craft at Scarborough. They've invited the club to come and have a look, and the Moreton Bay Boat Club is a short walk 
away, where we can have dinner. So on Sunday April 22nd, we'll meet at their place at 46 North Quay Scarborough around 
5pm, and I'll book a table at the club for 6:30. We'd love to see all members there, but I'd particularly encourage new mem-
bers to come along, meet longer term members, and enjoy an evening of art, good food, and good company. 
The following Sunday (29th), the Beaudesert Rotary Club's President (who just so happens to be our club's Competition 
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Secretary, Mark Jackson) has invited the club to participate in an Observation run that they are organising. Mark hasn't yet 
supplied any details other than it'll be around Beaudesert, but I'm sure they'll come soon, and will be on the website, and I'll 
probably send them out in an email. We haven't had an Observation run for a while, so that will be an interesting one to be 
a part of. 
 
Looking into May, the advertised Spicers Gap run has changed. For a start, it's no longer going to Spicer's Gap. Which is a 
shame - the view from the Governor's Lookout is spectacular! However, when I went to recce the route, I had forgotten that 
part of the road up to the gap was still dirt, and I don't take runs on dirt. And secondly, I realised that the original date, May 
13th, was Mothers' Day! So I presume that people would be more interested in celebrating the Mothers' in their lives on 
that day, rather than going for a drive. Hence, the date has been bumped to the following Sunday, May 21st.  I'll finalise the 
details over the next month, and let you know in the next mag. Otherwise, keep an eye on the club website calendar. 
 
One date in May that's set in stone is our annual participation in the Macleans Bridge Sports and Classic Car Festival on 
Sunday May 27th at Belmont Rifle Range, Belmont. They get around 400 classic cars from Reliant Scimitars (Princess Anne 
had one, you know) through to the latest high performance cars, so it's petrol head heaven! Tony Nelson will once again 
coordinate our participation in this event, so let him know as soon as possible that you want to enter your car. 
 
See you at the next event! 
 
JA 

picnic run - cooling off in the shade at the gantry 
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 The competition year is up and running again with two events in February – a 
T124 Sprint early in the month and a Morgan Park Supersprint on the 24th and 
25th 
 
T124 Sprint 4th February at Queensland Raceway – The first event of the year 
found us at Qld Raceway for a combined sprint with the Fiat Car Club. We had a 
good rollup of 15 cars, comprised of 11 Alfas, 3 Fiats and a VW Golf (Mike Ruck-
ert had destroyed the turbo in his Punto earlier in the week). 
Amongst the Alfas, Serge Oberhauser was the easy winner of the sprint event 
from Jorritt Koolstra (having his first Alfacomp run in his 147 GTA) while I man-
aged third place before (probably) blowing a head gasket. The only other casualty 
was Peter Salmon who had a similar problem with his Alfetta. The regularity as-
pect of the competition saw a win for the consistent Col Densley from Andrei 
Vishnevskii (also competing in his first Alfacomp event) with Stephen Callaghan in 
third place. It was fantastic seeing so many new faces at the event and hopefully 
they will become regular competitors.  

COMPETIZIONE mark jackson 

 

 
Supersprint 24th/25th February at Morgan Park – There was another good turn-
out of Alfas for this event in Warwick with 11 starters. As always, John Coleman 
was the man to beat, and he duly won the event from Serge Oberhauser and 
Doug Stonehouse having his first run in the new GT. Luke Simiana had his first 
run at Morgan Park and absolutely loved the track, getting quicker with every 
run. Jenny Webb finally beat Charles on her last run on Sunday and it was good 
to see Simon Bailo finally having a relatively trouble-free weekend. Peter Salmon 
achieved a new Morgan Park PB in his fourth run and Graeme Berry had a con-
sistent weekend but did have some overheating problems on Sunday morning. I 
managed only half a lap in the GTV before I broke an input shaft into the gear-
box, but Alan Broadhurst was having some eye problems and was not allowed to 
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 drive on Saturday, so very kindly loaned me the GT for a few runs – very 
much appreciated. Alan was back on deck on Sunday and (mostly) enjoyed 
running the new car. 
All results are on the “Resulti” page. 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
There are no Alfacomp events in March, but we’ll be back on track in April 
when the busy part of the year begins. However, we are invited to an event 
being run by the Lotus Club on the Lakeside Driver Training Circuit. Entry is 
only $100 but close on the 9th March. 
 
T124 Italian Challenge Sprint Series Round 2 April 14th at Lakeside - This is 
a Sprint/Regularity event starting from 12 noon. Pre-registration is recom-
mended. To enter use the online form on the QR Website. Cost - $170 paid 
direct to T124 - https://t124.com/shop1/ 

 

 
 
T124 Italian Challenge Race Series Round 1 May 5th/6th at Qld Raceway - 
Round 1 of a 4-round series open to all Italian marque cars. Enter online via 
the QR website - https://qldraceways.com.au/secure/members/login.php   
Entry fee $330 paid direct to T124 - https://t124.com/shop1/  
For more details on any of these events contact the AROCA Competition 
Secretary at competition@arocaqld.com or 0413122839 
 
See you at the track 
Mark Jackson 
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 I sent out the invitation to registered Mid-Week Drivers for this event quite early, 22nd January.   
This club offers so many events to our members.   It is always hard to find a date that does not clash 
with other club events.  
Firstly, I had to check our hard working Editor could “hold the presses”, as this piece you are reading in 
the March magazine was submitted on his closing date in February. 
This is also the first Mid-Week Drive where we insisted that guests, who were not financial members of 
our club, signed a disclaimer to ensure they were aware that they participated at their own risk. 
Obviously, I and others create these events for the enjoyment of our financial members who register 
for Mid-Week Drives.   We have always allowed guests to participate, but have now formalised. 
We had 4 guests participate with a total of 39 participants.   Another record MWD attendance! 
I also encourage members to bring their CB radios.   These are used for the safety of our convoy and 
not for idle chatter.   This time with 22 cars in the convoy it was impossible to see the sweep car. 
Again, Tim Clarkson volunteered to be sweep in his non Alfa Romeo.    Having many CB radios allows 
Tim’s reports to be relayed to me by other members, in case I get out of range.   On this drive, 7 cars 
had CB radios.   I have recently purchased an exterior aerial, so this was the first test to try to get better 
communication.   It was excellent.   I also have the mobile telephone number of each Driver, just in 
case we lose them enroute. 
 
Alan Leahy again volunteered to bring along his camera and the photographs our Editor has selected 
are Alan’s work.   I will also share these photos with our website and Facebook. 
Our breakfast location was The View Café at Hinze Dam.  Cynthia and Doug Earl have previously taken 
Mid-Week Drivers there while Gail and I were away spending our children’s inheritance.   They said it 
was excellent and thus I wanted also to experience this venue.    As Cynthia and Doug know this part of 
the world so well, they volunteered to lead us from our comfort stop at Tamborine. 
 
Sophie, the owner of the café, was most attentive to my telephone calls.   I always have quite a few 
calls to our breakfast venues, letting them know when we expect to arrive and the number of members 
who will require breakfast.   Even with 39 attending, I am looking to have quality breakfasts delivered 
within 30 minutes of ordering.   It was also Sophie’s birthday that day and I encouraged Drivers to relay 

FIRST MID-WEEK DRIVE FOR 2018 
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 birthday wishes. 
 
We had received torrid wet weather conditions coming up to this event.   A telephone call to Sophie the 
day before the event, confirmed the route we intended to approach Hinze Dam was not washed out.   We 
experienced seeing the dam actually overflowing, which was quite a spectacle. 
We were blessed yet again with fine weather on the day. 
 
Our next MWD will be to the Sunshine Coast on Wednesday 18th April.  Members who participated in the 
Hinze Dam event and Sunshine Coast Mid-Week Drivers have already be made aware of the date and the 
invitation will come to registered Mid-Week Driver’s email in boxes soon.  This time, the breakfast venue 
has been scouted out by Shirley and Rob Grant.   It looks brilliant.  Look out for the next piece on that 
event.    
Shirley and Rob have also volunteered to create a Mid-Week Drive while we are away mid-year. 
Also making my work easier, Cynthia and Doug Earl have volunteered to yet again host a breakfast at their 
property.   I cannot wait to be reacquainted with their Series One Land Rover. 
 
I remind all members of the two weekend display days I am involved in.   You don’t have to be a Mid-Week 
Driver to participate. 
Mac’s Bridge, Sunday 27th May at the Belmont Rifle Range and AROCA members Neil and Jenny Summer-
son’s hard work with me in creating and allowing us to use their Peak Crossing property on Sunday 26th 
August for our multi marque charity display day.   Only invited clubs and without any general public partici-
pation.   A great way to give back to the community and enjoy the day with likeminded people.    
It is never too early to register. 

tony nelson       -         photos alan leahy 
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 Looking left to right, the cabin seems wide. The dashboard is long and 

curves around you finishing with a typical Alfa centre dash, binnacles 

directed to the driver.  

Pushing hard on the loud pedal makes the rest of the cabin melt away, the 

rev counter and speedo are the only instruments worth attention now. 

You glance in the wide mirrors and catch a glimpse of the hind quarters, 

the curve is perfect, the road disappears at a rapid pace, no time to focus 

on the past for too long.  

The engine gains rev's quickly, an urgency builds as the redline approach-

es. You snatch another gear and the process repeats itself... only this time 

faster. 

The 3 litre V6 is sharp and aggressive, 24 valves in perfect harmony. A 

sharp bend approaches and you dab the brake pedal, you cannot stop your 

head dipping forward as the large front callipers take their hold on the 

discs, and the tyres grip the road. Pulling down a gear is just as inspiring 

as the previous shift up, and the Alfa seamlessly takes charge of the cor-

ner, hunkering down as you flatten the throttle to escape the bend... 

 

OWNED BY A 916 
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 Many years ago at the Brisbane motor show, a typically “different” Ital-

ian sports car caught my eye. Its wedge like appearance was like nothing 

ever seen at a Brisbane motor show before - after a short wait amongst a 

sea of on-lookers I had the memorable opportunity to open the door and 

climb in for a good look around. Unlike other marques of the time, Alfa 

Romeo's were still designed with the driver in mind. This was the era of 

the cup holder, the passenger centric entertainment system, independent 

climate control and things that beeped!  Alfa Romeo missed the memo... 

the GTV had none of these.  I amusingly recall some of the motor show 

patrons scoffing at the lack of these features and others completely con-

fused on how to even open the door.  Like all wonderful automotive toys 

drooled over at a motor show, you dare to dream, but typically that is 

where it stays, unless an opportunity arises in the future of course. 

In 2011 I found myself searching for a sportscar. My wishlist was simple: 

It had to be quick off the mark, well designed, have some kind of heritage 

and of course and most importantly, fit within my budget. After months 

of trawling I narrowed it down, I had settled into the mindset of a Porsche 

928 or Alfa Romeo 916. At the time, bang for buck were on par. Techni-

cally the cars were poles apart, the Porsche was a complex front engined 

V8. I have had the opportunity to drive and enjoy quite a few variations 

of the 928 over the years, they always sounded great and handled well.   

mark buchanan 

 

On the Alfa side of the coin I had also driven quite a few variations of the 

916. Like the 928 the Alfa's also featured many models. From Twin Spark, V6 

and V6 Q2, they all had their pros and cons. It was the V6 Q2 though that 

crossed the line for me, the Q2 system was very noticeable in the handling 

department, so noticeable it could not be ignored. The cherry on top was the 

fact it had been owned by a previous Alfa Club owner.  Ironically I had driven 

the car for a short stint on a club track day at Queensland Raceway many 

years earlier, a drive that had been etched in my memory. 

On the Porsche side I had found a beautiful Canary Yellow 928 S2. The car 

was local and I had seen it pass through my area many times on Porsche club 

runs. Both the Porsche and the Alfa owners were asking roughly the same 

same coin, give or take a K.  

I was torn. At the time our family car was an Alfa 156 and I had just parted 

with my AlfaSud a month or two earlier, was it time to buy something differ-

ent? 

Nope! Old habits die hard I guess, and it was not long before I had negotiated 

the new Alfa. I have owned the car now for around 7 years and have enjoyed 

it on the occasional track day and sometimes as a daily driver (when my daily 

driver needed attention).  Like every other Marque I have owned though it has 

not been without the occasional niggle.  The age of the car crossed with the 

wonderful era of 90's plastics means you have to be guard with things that 

noticeably perish.  

One such story involved taking the Alfa for an afternoon drive to catch a mov-

ie with my wife. The show had finished, a meal eaten and it was now time to 

jump in the Alfa and drive home -  you know... a nice ending to a nice even-

ing. A warning to all, don’t get stuck in an underground car park!  

We had driven to the boom gate, inserted our ticket, I pulled into first, re-

leased the clutch and nothing. The clutch just stuck there, not quite in gear, 

just engaged enough to go nowhere. The pedal would not come up or down... 

it just froze, like someone was under the car welding it in place. 

Remember that previous warning? No one can come down and tow you out in 

an underground car park! To make matters worse, we had quite the queue of 

cars behind - It was the post movie exodus. 

Many horns later a trolley lad had come to offer help, many of the cars had 

now figured out by our emergency flashers we were not going anywhere in a 

hurry. And they started to shimmy back and use the second gate.  

The Alfa is a beautifully low wide car, with large swing out pillarless doors. 

On this occasion it became the most frustrating feature, the curbs near the 

ticket machine are high. And the ticket machines themselves close. Squeezing 

out of the car to assess the situation would have been amusing to many, this 

coupled with the look on my wife’s face would have been hilarious!  

“Can we push it out?” asked the trolley lad, motioning to the other workers in 

the area to come help. The Alfa was locked solid, not moving a millimetre 

forward or back. I reefed on the gearstick pulling it back into neutral.  With 

the car now able to roll, a group of fellows pushed the car backwards from the 

exit ramp to a flat loading bay area. We were eventually extricated from the 

carpark by a tray truck that was able to extend its tow cables in far enough to 

pull us out and onto the tray. 

With the help of Cameron from Automotion, we discovered a piece of the 

clutch fluid lines had perished and lodged itself somewhere along the line. 

This caused fluid to simply be blocked hard preventing any movement.  

As for many Alfisti's the occasional problem is far outweighed by the enjoy-

ment of such an elegant, beautifully designed Marque. The cars appearance (I 

believe) has aged exceptionally well. It stands proudly from the crowd and 

still turns the occasional head. So am I owned by a 916? Yes I think so... 

 

Alfa Roma e Bertone, un lavoro ben fatto! 

(Alfa Rome and Bertone, a job well done!) 

When not playing with his Alfa, Mark Buchanan is the own-

er & publisher of Leaded Magazine. www.leaded.com.au 
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              EVENT Spr Reg S/S                

  1 1 1                

1 Serge Oberhauser 20 12 16                

2 Col Densley  10 20 0                

3 Mark Jackson 14 5 10                

4 Graeme Berry 12 9 6                

4 Peter Salmon 7 11 9                

6 Jorritt Koolstra 16 7 0                

6 Stephen Callaghan 9 14 0                

8 Andrei Vishnevskii 6 16 0                

9 John Coleman 0 0 20                

10 Phil O'Callaghan 11 8 0                

11 Grant Norman 5 10 0                

12 Doug Stonehouse 0 0 14                

12 George Soropos 8 6 0                

14 Alan Broadhurst 0 0 12                

15 Luke Simiana 0 0 11                

16 Jenny Webb 0 0 8                

17 Charles Webb 0 0 7                

18 Simon Bailo 0 0 5                

RISULTATI 

ALFACOMP 2018 POINTSCORE 25th FEBRUARY 

 
DRIVER ALFA CC's RUN1 RUN2 RUN3 RUN4 REG PTS REG Spr 

Serge Oberhauser Alfetta GTV 6 3000 67.92 67.90 68.64 67.07 12.59 12 20 

Jorritt Koolstra Alfa 147 GTA 3200 71.71 69.81 68.50 68.50 21.28 7 16 

Mark Jackson Alfa 147 GTA 3200 68.81 DNS DNS DNS 34.27 5 14 

Graeme Berry Alfa 156 1968 71.04 72.76 70.75 72.01 17.04 9 12 

Phil O'Callaghan Alfa Giulia Sprint 2000 76.53 73.30 71.33 71.70 20.72 8 11 

Col Densley  Alfetta GTV 2000 77.29 76.07 75.07 73.58 7.21 20 10 

Stephen Callaghan Alfa GTV 2000 2000 76.73 74.47 74.77 74.07 9.21 14 9 

George Soropos Alfa 147 GTA 3200 79.49 74.30 DNS 75.44 23.05 6 8 

Peter Salmon Alfetta 1962 75.56 74.40 75.01 DNS 15.33 11 7 

Andrei Vishnevskii Alfa 156 1970 80.59 77.87 76.47 76.51 9.03 16 6 

Grant Norman Alfetta GTV 2000 79.48 78.51 76.85 76.47 16.79 10 5 

2018 SPRINT 1 - OPEN SPRINT QUEENSLAND RACEWAY 
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      Total Total Best 
Al-
facomp Sprint Reg  S/S Race 

      Events Points Events Points     

      3 48 3 48 20 12 16  

      2 30 2 30 10 20 0  

      3 29 3 29 14 5 10  

      3 27 3 27 12 9 6  

      3 27 3 27 7 11 9  

      2 23 2 23 16 7 0  

      2 23 2 23 9 14 0  

      2 22 2 22 6 16 0  

      1 20 1 20 0 0 20  

      2 19 2 19 11 8 0  

      2 15 2 15 5 10 0  

      1 14 1 14 0 0 14  

      2 14 2 14 8 6 0  

      1 12 1 12 0 0 12  

      1 11 1 11 0 0 11  

      1 8 1 8 0 0 8  

      1 7 1 7 0 0 7  

      1 5 1 5 0 0 5  

 

 

DRIVER ALFA CC's RUN1 RUN2 RUN3 RUN4 RUN5 RUN6 RUN7 S/S 

John Coleman Alfetta GTV6 3000 4.46.14 4.47.47 4.44.03 4.44.99 4.44.61 4.41.76 4.56.20 20 

Serge Oberhauser Alfetta GTV6 3000 4.47.76 4.56.06 4.51.45 4.47.25 4.49.13 4.48.09 4.50.42 16 

Doug Stonehouse Alfa GT 3200 5.07.31 4.56.51 5.08.01 4.52.63 4.54.88 4.54.00 4.55.44 14 

Alan Broadhurst Alfa GT 3200 DNS DNS DNS DNS 5.04.66 4.54.59 4.55.63 12 

Luke Simiana Alfa 75 2000 5.06.49 5.05.27 5.02.43 5.01.20 4.59.50 4.56.93 4.56.70 11 

Mark Jackson Alfa GT 3200 DNF 5.15.22 5.01.58 5.01.19 DNS DNS DNS 10 

Peter Salmon Giulietta QV 1750T 5.09.12 5.11.50 5.07.15 5.04.25 5.11.50 5.06.49 5.05.78 9 

Jenny Webb 105 GT 2000 DNS DNS DNS DNS 4.42.25 5.06.77 5.04.47 8 

Charles Webb 105 GT 2000 DNF DNS DNS DNS 5.17.20 5.05.47 5.05.69 7 

Graeme Berry 156 2000 5.25.56 5.26.56 5.28.58 5.26.49 5.31.47 5.23.74 DNS 6 

Simon Bailo Giulia Sprint GT  2000 DNF 5.49.24 5.46.94 5.44.93 5.48.80 5.42.04 5.41.71 5 

2018 SUPERSPRINT 1 - MORGAN PARK 
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STOP-START STOPPED barry putty 

 

 

Recently I was called out to client with a 2013 Giulietta, the main problem 
being a random inability to start.  One moment nothing, then the next turn 
of the key it would fire up fine, add to that the TCT gearbox dropping to 
neutral when initially driving off. 
 
The owner was quite concerned as he had only had it serviced a couple of 
weeks before and that while the problem had been occasional, was now 
occurring on a regular basis. As we were about to head off for a test drive 
so I could be shown the problems, I noticed the ISS (Intelligent Start Stop) 
system was inoperative and the EBD (Electronic Brake Distribution) warning 
light was on. I asked the client how long these systems has been inopera-
tive, to be told that the ISS hadn’t worked for more than 2 years and the 
EBD warning had been on for about 8 months. 
 
During the short test drive the car started first go but as soon as we pulled 
onto the road the TCT dropped to neutral, fortunately first gear was rese-
lected with no trouble and we continued. While the vehicle drove well it 
just didn’t seem as smooth as it should be. I already had a good idea as to 
the problem – Battery! 
 
 After a quick diagnostic it was obvious that the cars battery was the main 
culprit to all the problems, and as for the EBD, well it didn’t help that some-
one had forgotten to top up the brake fluid as it was half empty. After a 
new battery & fluid top up all the errors were cleared from the systems, 
the TCT was calibrated & the car drove as good as new. The owner was 
thrilled in just how much smoother the car felt and most surprised the ISS 
was now working again - All down to a tired battery. 
 

“Why is it so?” 
 
This is an issue that almost all Giulietta owners come across at sometime, 
the mysterious on again/off again failure of the stop start system to oper-
ate at all. As one can imagine, the load on the battery having to restart the 
engine every time the vehicle stops is enormous, and the chance of running 
out of cranking power and being stranded is always there.  
 
 

Enter the Stop/Start Sensor – 
  
This is a sensor that is mounted on the negative terminal of the battery 
that measures your batteries condition, should it sense that the battery is 
getting tired and there may be a chance it won’t be able to restart the car, 
it will remotely disable the ISS so that one does not end up in that all too 
familiar position of being stopped at the traffic lights, unable to start the 
car and winning this month’s unpopularity contest. Over time the battery 
gets tired and loses some of its stamina, so to speak, and the sensor will 
see this lowered state of capacity as the battery being discharged and disa-
ble the stop start system as a precaution. As the battery does not recover 
to full health due to age the system is never reset. 
 
So, if you find your ISS no longer working, you can be sure it is due to a 
tired battery and it’s time to replace it. After doing so you should find it 
miraculously works again, and safely knowing that you have fixed the prob-
lem and all is well . . . . . you can now use the switch on the dash to disable 
it.  
 
 

 

HOLD UP THERE FELLA ! 
 
Before you run out and slap in a new battery, there is something you 
should know, most ISS equipped cars use a special type of battery – 
the AGM (Absorbent Glass Mat) 
ISS system batteries not only have to start the car every couple of 
minutes, it also has to supply power to all the electrical systems while 
the engine is not running and being recharged. The AGM is of a special 
construction using glass mats to hold the battery electrolyte, is a much 
higher capacity of a battery of the same size, is able to withstand 
cranking loads at reduce charge, weighs much more and it costs a fair 
whack! From somewhere like Supercheap/Autobarn/Repco you’ll be 
paying north of $400. 

The International Space Station (well, that’s what I always thought ISS                  
stood for - ed) Disabling Device (aka Stop Start Sensor) 
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DIRTY WHEELS II  

Presumably DRLs are described in 
this  manual - ed. 

 

RTFM !! 

 
Now while I was changing the battery my client mentioned to me another 
little problem he encountered with his beloved Giulietta. Recently he and 
his lovely wife decided to have a little fun and took a trip back in time to 
the Yatala Drive-In for a bit of nostalgia. 
 
As they arrived they noticed most of the other cars comprised typical Aus-
sie cars suitable for the watching of movies. Utes, tray backs, anything that 
a mattress, sleeping bags, or comfy big pillows can be thrown in the back 
of. As they turn up in their lovely shiny posh looking Italian car they know 
they are already in enemy territory, the looks of disapproval of something 
so fancy, know what I mean. 
 
So they are sitting there, tune the radio into the Drive-In’s audio station 
and set in for the movie, watching all the ads. Just before the movie begins 
all the lights go out and to their shock, and everyone else’s some idiot has 
his lights still on blinding everyone and washing out the view  
. . . . OH CRAP, IT’S US!  
 
Yep, to have the radio on, the ignition has to be on. 
If you have the ignition on the super bright Daytime Running Lights (DRL’s) 
are on! 
One can just imagine the panic . . . the cursing . . . . . the abuse . . . . and 
then there is what all the other patrons are saying. 
 
So, the only way they can watch the movie is to turn the ignition and thus 
the DRLs off, then stick their heads out the window so they can hear the 
audio from the speakers of the adjacent cars. 
 
His wife looked over at him, rolling her eyes, “Some romantic evening this 
turned out to be . . . let’s go to the drive in he says . . . . It’ll be fun he says!” 
 
Now be honest, would YOU have thought of that before hand, hmmm? 
After laughing myself silly for 5 minutes I then explained to him that the 
DRL’s could be disabled through the cars MENU (see page 34 of the owners 
manual). 
 
“NOW HE BLOODY TELLS ME” was uttered along with a few more choice 
words I can’t put into print. 
 
RTFM – Military Acronym for READ THE FRICKEN MANUAL! 
RTFM folks . . . . . always RTFM ! 
 
 
 
Baz 
 
On The Spot Alfa 
 
 
(Please note – This article has been written in laymen’s terms so that all 
readers may understand the intent of the information and find it useful. My 
apologies to the “Technofiles” out there who may find some of the infor-
mation a little crude.) 
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Selespeed Specia l ist  

 

07 3855 1644 
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Brisbane’s Mobile Alfa Romeo Specialist 

Full range of Mobile services on modern and classic Alfa Romeos 

Log Book Servicing I Repairs I Diagnostics I Electrical repairs 

27 years’ experience factory trained technician 

High Quality service and repairs at an affordable price 

PH: 0405327251   david@dmmmobilemechanic.com.au   www.dmmmobilemechanic.com.au  

mailto:david@dmmmobilemechanic.com.au
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CLUB NIGHT graham bredhauer 

 

I think it is official, the Alfa GT has to be the most 
practical sports car ever. It definitely is a sports car, 
my insurance company has made that clear. And it 
certainly proved its practicality at our February club 
night at the Wilson's. 
 
I challenge anyone to find another coup that could 
fit the  BBQ, drinks, food and gear needed to cater 
for the 32 people who attended on the night. I have 
owned Alfa GTs for the last 10 years, but it still sur-
prised me! 
 
Thanks to Andrew and the Wilson Family for your 
hospitality on the night. I think everyone enjoyed 
the night. I know I did! 
 
Bernie officially handed over the Club Night Coordi-
nator's baton, (or in this case BBQ tongs), to me on 
the night.  
 
Thanks Bernie, John Ryan and everyone else who 
helped me on the night. I think it is going to take me 
a while though to get up to be Bernie's standard for 
running these events. I am not even sure how he has 
been able to manage the BBQ alone for all these 
years? 
  
The next club night is on the 14th March at Shan-
non's at West End. Our guest speaker will be Barry 
Putee from On the Spot Alfa, who will give us a talk 
on some of his experiences, both as an aircraft engi-
neer in the RAAF, and as an Alfa mechanic. 
 
Please assemble from 6.30pm. The Club will provide 
pizzas and drinks from around 7.00pm and we aim 
to start the meeting by 7.30pm. I look forward to 
seeing you all then. 
  
 
 
Ciao 
 
Graham 
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MEMBRI colin densley 

 Well, the new Alfa year has begun.   There was a restaurant and night run 
in January.  Great for a run in the Spider with the roof down.  Followed be 
a sprint/regularity at Willowbank on the 4th February. 
 
My GTV held up well with a borrowed gearbox and tightened gear linkag-
es. I managed a PB on the last lap of my last run so I was happy about 
that.  We also had some newer members there who posted some very 
quick times.  As I was changing the track tyres to street tyres on the day 
after I noticed a fair amount of brake dust in the wheels so I checked the 
pads. The front left pads were almost to the metal.  Luckily Repco had a 
set in stock which I thought was unusual due to the age and rarity of the 
car.  So I have ordered in a set of spares.   The only issue I experienced 
was a leak at the seam on the radiator expansion tank.  The radiator cap 
fitted to the car is 9PSI which I found was too high for 34 year old Italian 
plastics.  After investigating it on the internet and advice from my local 
mechanic I found I should use a 7PSI cap.  Some other interesting points I 
found were that: 
a. Higher pressure in the cooling system makes the water boil at a 
higher temperature. 
b. Higher altitude has less air pressure therefore water boils at a 
lower temperature and cars need stronger pressure radiator caps. 
c. With regard to Alfa’s - too high a pressure has caused head gasket 
failure and blown hoses. 
d. You also need to be aware that there are different caps for Recov-
erable and Non-Recoverable systems. 
Check out the web site below to get more info. 
http://www.tridon.com.au/databank/documents/LR-092-99-intro-
Radiator-Caps.pdf 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Welcome to new Members this month: 
                                                                                                       
Alan & Julie Frost with their red 1974 Montreal 
David & Sue Baines with their Red 159 1750 TBi 
Peter & Lois Janetzki have a 1963 unrestored 101 series Spider 
James Randerson who has 2 x 916 3.0l GTV’s 
 
Ciao 
Colin 

http://www.tridon.com.au/databank/documents/LR-092-99-intro-Radiator-Caps.pdf
http://www.tridon.com.au/databank/documents/LR-092-99-intro-Radiator-Caps.pdf
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Visit New Zealand’s most spectacular places in a car you know you will enjoy. Here at GT Classic car hire NZ we 
can tailor our classic car hire to your needs. Please visit our website for more information.  

Discounts offered to AROC members worldwide. 
www.gtclassiccarhire.co.nz       https://www.facebook.com/gtclassiccarhire.co.nz/ 
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http://www.gtclassiccarhire.co.nz/
http://www.gtclassiccarhire.co.nz
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EVENTI 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Wed 14 March - Club Night, See Club 
Night Column for Details 
 
Sun 18 - Toowoomba Run , See Sociale 
Column for Details  
 

For  the latest updates on these and 
other  events see the club website 
www.arocaqld.com  

 MARCH 2018 

Wed 14 Members' Club Night - Shannons, West End 

Sun 18 Toowoomba Range run - Toowoomba and environs 

Wed 28 April Magazine Publishing Deadline - -- 

 APRIL 2018 
Wed 11 Members' Club Night - Brisbane Alfa Romeo, 123 Breakfast Creek Rd Newstead 

Sat 14 T124 Italian Challenge Sprint Series Round 2 - Lakeside Raceway, Dakabin 

Sun 22 Dinner night and new members' welcome - Bim Bam Gallery and Moreton Bay 
Boat Club 

Wed 25 May Magazine Publishing Deadline - -- 

Sun 29 Scenic Rim Rotary Observation Run - Beaudesert and Environs 

 MAY 2018 
Sat 5  T124 Italian Challenge Race Series Round 1 Day 1 - Qld Raceway, Willowbank 

Sun 6  T124 Italian Challenge Race Series Round 1 Day 2 - Qld Raceway, Willowbank 

Wed 9  Members' Club Night - Shannons, West End 

Sat 12 Supersprint B Series Round 2 Day 1 - Morgan Park Warwick 

Sun 13 Supersprint B Series Round 2 Day 2 - Morgan Park Warwick 

Sun 20 David Hack Classic 2018 - Spitfire Street, Toowoomba Airport, Toowoomba 

Sun 20 Scenic Rim run - Willowbank to Spicer's Gap 

Sun 27 The Sports and Classic Car Festival - AKA Mac's Bridge - Belmont Rifle Range 

Wed 30 June Magazine Publishing Deadline - -- 

 JUNE 2018 

Sat 2  T124 Italian Challenge Race Series Round 2 Day 1 - Lakeside Raceway, Dakabin 

Sun 3  T124 Italian Challenge Race Series Round 2 Day 2 - Lakeside Raceway, Dakabin 

Wed 13 Member's Club Night - Shannons, West End 

Sat 16 Supersprint B Series Round 3 Day 1 - Morgan Park Warwick 

Sun 17 Club Birthday Run - TBA 

Sun 17 Supersprint B Series Round 3 Day 2 - Morgan Park Warwick 

Wed 27 July Magazine Publishing Deadline - -- 

 JULY 2018 
Sat 2  T124 Italian Challenge Race Series Round 2 Day 1 - Lakeside Raceway, Dakabin 

Sun 3  T124 Italian Challenge Race Series Round 2 Day 2 - Lakeside Raceway, Dakabin 

Wed 13 Member's Club Night - Shannons, West End 

Sat 16 Supersprint B Series Round 3 Day 1 - Morgan Park Warwick 

Sun 17 Club Birthday Run - TBA 

Sun 17 Supersprint B Series Round 3 Day 2 - Morgan Park Warwick 

Wed 27 July Magazine Publishing Deadline - -- 

http://www.arocaqld.com
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  AUGUST 2018 
Wed 8  Members' Club Night - Shannons, West End 

Sun 12 Bellthorpe Range Run - Caboolture to Palmwoods 

Sun 26 T124 Italian Challenge Sprint Series Round 4 - Queensland Raceway, Willowbank 

Sun 26 A Day in the Country Charity Day - Peak's Crossing 

Wed 29 September Magazine Publishing Deadline - -- 

  SEPTEMBER 2018 
Sat 1  Supersprint B Series Round 4 Day 1 - Morgan Park Warwick 

Sun 2  Supersprint B Series Round 4 Day 2 - Morgan Park Warwick 

Wed 12 Club Night (AGM) - Shannon's, West End 

Sun 16 Run to the Barn - Redbank to Flagstaff Creek 

Wed 26 October Magazine Publishing Deadline - -- 

Sat 29 T124 FOIM Regularity - Lakeside Raceway, Dakabin 

Sat 29 T124 Italian Challenge Race Series Round 3 Day 1 - Lakeside Raceway, Dakabin 

Sun 30 T124 Italian Challenge Race Series Round 3 Day 2 - Lakeside Raceway, Dakabin 

  DECEMBER 2018 
Sun 2  2018 AROCA Christmas party - TBA 

Wed 5  December Magazine Publishing Deadline - -- 

  OCTOBER 2018 

Sun 7  Festitalia 2018 - Spencer Park, Newmarket 

Wed 10 Alfa-Fiat Bocce Challenge - Bocce Club, adjacent to Spencer Park, Newmarket 

Fri 12 Stanthorpe Weekend Away Day 1 - Stanthorpe 

Sat 13 Stanthorpe Weekend Away Day 2 - Stanthorpe 

Sun 14 Stanthorpe Weekend Away Day 3 - Stanthorpe 

Sun 21 JH Classics Day - JH Classics, Yatala 

Wed 31 November Magazine Publishing Deadline - -- 

  NOVEMBER 2018 
Sat 3  T124 Italian Challenge Sprint Series Round 5 - Lakeside Raceway, Dakabin 

Sun 11 Gold Coast Hinterland Run - Gold Coast Hinterland 

Wed 14 Members' Club Night - Shannons, West End 

Sat 17 T124 Italian Challenge Race Series Round 4 Day 1 - Lakeside Raceway, Dakabin 

Sun 18 T124 Italian Challenge Race Series Round 4 Day 2 - Lakeside Raceway, Dakabin 
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The Classifieds sections of the Club magazine and Club website 
provide the opportunity to seek, sell or swap Alfa Romeo 
related items. This is a free service to both members and non-
members, provided the classified is of a non-commercial na-
ture. 

Classifieds selling or seeking services are not accepted. Please 
contact the Committee Member responsible for magazine 
advertising (advertising@arocaqld.com) to place these type of 
notices in the Club magazine. 

To submit a new classified, visit the Club website 
(www.arocaqld.com), click on the “Classifieds” menu button 
and select “Submit an Advert” from the drop-down list. Com-
plete the online form, making sure you fill in all the mandatory 
fields.  

Your classified can be up to 6,500 characters long and you may 
also upload one digital image. The image must be in .JPG 
format and be less than 1Mb in size. Please check the spelling 
and punctuation of your classified before clicking on the 
“Submit” button.  

If you experience any problems submitting your classified 
online, please contact the Classifieds Editor (Phone: 0403 878 
749 or email: classifieds@arocaqld.com). A classified will 
remain listed for three months unless the classified owner 
requests otherwise.  

To request a change to an existing classified or to cancel an 
existing classified, visit the Club website (www.arocaqld.com), 
click on the “Classifieds” menu button and select “Change/
Cancel Advert” from the drop-down list. Complete and submit 
the online form.  

Advertisements may be edited or removed from the magazine 
or website at any time by the Club.  

AROCA (QLD) takes no responsibility for the contents of any 
advertisement nor any statements implied or expressed by 
advertisers.  

Under Queensland law, registered vehicles offered for sale 
must have a current and valid Safety Certificate available for 
perusal by prospective purchasers from the time the vehicle is 
offered for sale. Failure to do so may result in prosecution by 
State authorities. No classifieds will be published if they in-
clude "RWC/Safety Certificate on sale" or similar statements. 

CLASSIFICATO 
  

 

Wanted Club Race Car  
Looking for a club race car for this season for 
my son to campaign. No real preferences so 
let me know what you've got sitting in the 
shed and how much you'd like for it. Would 
need to be ready to race or not far from it as I 
don't have much time for prep. | $Negotiable 
| Contact: George, 0416067224, 
george.brook@commsecservices.com.au 
(Expires: Apr 7) 
 
For Sale 1984 Alfetta GCL  
Excellent condition throughout. recent ring 
gear replacement and starter, reco steering 
rack, new doughnuts. Car presents well in 
silver and has nil rust. The motor is strong 
with compression of 175 on each cylinder and 
nil oil consumption. the carpet has been re-
newed as has the headlining. This vehicle has 
two sets of wheels: Momo 15 inch black pow-
der coated mags and also a full set of Cam-
pagnolo wheels. Air con has also a reco com-
pressor and is working well. Drives like new . | 
$10,000 ono | Contact: Wayne, 0497301762, 
paddycat1@outlook.com (Expires: May 18) 
 
For Sale Alfa 75 3.0 1989 5sp manual [View 
Photo] 
This car is in excellent condition. It has been 
my daily driver and has been serviced regular-
ly by Richard Anderson of Avanti and more 
recently by Automotion. Over the past twenty 
years it’s owners have been Rowan Jackson, 
Lindsay Granger, Michael Lew and myself. 
Registered with current Safety Certificate 
supplied. Thorneside QLD. | $14,500 | Con-
tact: Martin, 0438186820, mar-
tin@teamrace.com.au (Expires: May 13) 

 
For Sale 156 Monza V6 Manual [View Photo] 
2002 model with 152k Kms. Rare & desirable 
model. Log books, service history, receipts, 
most recently serviced by On-The-Spot Alfa. 
Recent work includes upper & lower front 
control arms, A/C, thermostat, rear discs & 
pads, cam sensor, diagnostics etc. Red with 
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Black leather. Interior excellent some scratch-
es/wear on paint amd a dent on the rear guard 
near the fuel filler cap, but still presents well. 
New Pirellii P7's. Inspection welcome. | $4,995 
| Contact: Peter, 0438741702, peter-
h105@outlook.com (Expires: May 5) 

 
For Sale Afetta Superlite Wheels [View Photo] 
Alfa Romeo Alfetta GTV Performance Superlite 
Wheels. Set of four 6x15 Superlite, in excellent 
condition. | $600 | Contact: Alan, 0414 
871871, cathalan@broadhurst.net.au (Expires: 
Apr 27) 

 
For Sale Alfetta BWA Wheels [View Photo] 
Alfa Romeo Alfetta GTV original BWA wheels. 
Full set of five 15x6 wheels, in reasonably good 
condition. | $300 | Contact: Alan, 0414 
871871, cathalan@broadhurst.net.au (Expires: 
Apr 27) 

 
For Sale (free) 156 Dash Mat [View Photo] 
Shevron Brand, grey "Dash Mate" for 156. 
(Photo indicative only) | Free | Contact: Clare, 
0413838417, clare.cappa@gmail.com (Expires: 
Apr 25) 

 
For Sale 2005 156 Sport Wagon Ti 2L  
194,000klm. Registered. New tyres and front 
brakes. All original. | $Reasonable Offers | 
Contact: Robert J., 0428989740, boblin-
nane@gmail.com (Expires: Apr 21) 
 
For Sale 156 Sedan - 2000 model  
Quick sale. New tyres. Unregistered, silver, 
black leather seats, 4door. 4 cylinder. Auto. 
Nice looking duco, great little car. All original in 
and out. Located Bundaberg area. | $2,300 | 
Contact: Stuart, 0457181400, stueyn-
me@gmail.com (Expires: Apr 5) 
 
For Sale Giulietta QV [View Photo] 
2011 Giulietta QV 72XXXkm. Just had full svc 
incl timing belt and pump. 6sp manual with 
almost perfect white ext, full glass roof and 
black interior. Integrated TomTom GPS and all 
the usual goodies these came with. Only selling 
to go travelling, I'll be looking for another 
when I return. | $16,000 ONO | Contact: Ad-
am, 0438 980 259, 
ahunter@oceanicshipping.com.au (Expires: 
Apr 1) 
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FINALE 
 

PER SEMPRE ALFA 
Next issue: April 2018 

Deadline:  28 March 2018 

For Your Inspection (no affiliation) 
 
John Ryan took a 916 Spider for a drive and was impressed except for one 
missing modcon. Perhaps this pre-purchase inspection will pique your inter-
est - or save you the trouble. 
 
https://www.carsales.com.au/private/details/Alfa-Romeo-Spider-2001/
SSE-AD-2143354 
 
I am looking for another Alfa, cheap, cheap on fuel and one I don't mind 
getting dog hair into.  The plan is to not flog my Aniversary GT to a from work 
and have it parked in the blazing sun all the time at work. 
This little car was very tidy.  Unfortunately for a commuter car it lacked one 
critical feature for me, that is cruise control.  Seems it was not standard in 
Spiders till 2006.  The only other issue was the last recorded timing belt was 
2004 and has done under 100,000k since.  Owner not really aware of the 
urgency till I brought it up. 
Anyway, everything works except the indicator does not return after corner-
ing.  Rag-top is in amazing condition.  Owner had carpal tunnel surgery 3 
years back and bought a small japanese 4cyl auto. 
John Ryan 
postscript: car appears to have been sold - anyone here buy it? - ed 

Racing Reflections 
 
Over the Christmas holidays I spent some time on bumtree and fleabay and 
came across a few Alfa's with foreign engines.. There was the Alfetta sedan 
at Yandina creek with a Nissan sr20det (whatever that is   ),then there was 
a GTV with a turbo soarer 6 cyl engine in Victoria. This reminded me of 
several other engined cars ,one was a GTV in Nambour a few years ago with 
a mid mounted 2 litre V6 Mazda engine , and last year a 75 in North 
Queensland with a 3.5 litre V8 Rover engine. 
The question was asked of me whether any of these cars could be used in 
the Italian challenge. My initial reply was that I did not think so ,as when I 
first started racing with the Alfa club I was told that all components had to 
be Italian. At this time a Ferrari owner had bought a 308 GT4 which had 
been changed from transverse engine to longitudinal with another trans-
axle.This car was deemed ineligible for the Italian challenge . At this time KP 
and Andrew Wilson were winning everything with their 105 specials. Then 
the Veloce people came up from Sydney with their Alfettas in both 4 and 6 
cylinder versions and upped the anti. This lead to Andrew selling his 105 
and buying the Alfetta GTV 4. 
More recently, for some reason, some of the Alfa racers do not want to 
race with our club but are going off to group S and group N, and also QTCC, 
here in Qld. The Italian Challenge is now being run by T124 and the rules 
seem to have changed. We now have sports sedan style space framed cars 
with light weight bodies, late model turbo engines, sequential gearboxes, 
Ford 9 inch rear axles and 13 inch wide wheels with slick tyres. Consequent-
ly, as happened last year, one of the fast cars starting from last because of 
problems in practice is able to pass all of the others in one lap, and lap most 
of the field by the end of a 6 lap race. Contrast this to racing in the QTCC, as 
I did last year with Joel as the only Alfas. We had eventful racing with Com-
modores, BMWs and others. Sometimes we were lapped in a 10 lap race , 
but this is still more than the 6 laps of the Italian challenge. 
I notice that Veloce racing are also including the later 147, 156 GTA and GT, 
which seem to all be up the front in the racing series. This also appears to 
have lead to the forming of a slower cheaper twin spark group. I for one, 
am out there to have fun ,do not expect to win anything, as long as I don't 
come last and can finish in front of ???. I No doubt ??? feels the same. 
Rob Robson 

PICOLA POSTA 
A Column of Few Letters  
If you have something to say of interest to members in general, some bou-
quets or brickbats to share just email editor@arocaqld.com.  No guarantees 
of publication. 
- Ed 

Should have bought an Alfa GT  

https://www.carsales.com.au/private/details/Alfa-Romeo-Spider-2001/SSE-AD-2143354
https://www.carsales.com.au/private/details/Alfa-Romeo-Spider-2001/SSE-AD-2143354


 

  



 

  


