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Public Liability Insurance:  It is a requirement of the Office 
of Fair Trading that the Management Committee advises 
the members of the club and other interested parties that 
the club holds Public Liability Insurance. This insurance is 
provided through the club’s affiliation with CAMS. Details of 
this insurance policy can be found in the CAMS 2016/17 
Insurance Program Handbook which is available through 
the CAMS website. 
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EDITORIALE darryl green 

ome of those who drove to Alfesta in 
Mount Gambier last year, not to 
mention those intrepid members 
who take their Alfas on tour in the 
truest sense of the word, will be 
aware that the sheer joy of driving an 
Alfa can, sometimes, be replaced by 
slightly different sentiments. But 
whenever you are feeling a bit down, 
its worth considering the words of 
Fangio: 

“There are those who keep out of 
mischief, and there are the adventur-
ers, ‘ he said. “We racing drivers are 
adventurers; the more difficult some-

thing is, the greater the attraction that comes from it.” 

He made that comment in the context of a question about 
the man who eventually beat his record number of titles, 
Michael Schumacher, but you could take it as advice on living 
with vehicles that can sometimes be difficult  and sometimes 
lead one into adventure. However it’s probably safest not to 
apply it to close personal relationships (nobody needs that 
much adventure). 

Some 26 years ago Karen and I took a trip that by Fangio’s 
standards was rather mundane, but for a Kiwi and a North 
Queenslander who hadn’t travelled much of Australia south 
of the Queensland border it seemed like the recipe for an 
excellent adventure. The trip was primarily motivated by the 
chance to see an F1 race on a street circuit but the opportuni-
ty for some open road touring in an Alfetta GT with a freshly 
rebuilt engine, to visit some places along the way, and to 
have a look around parts of South Australia (mostly the parts 
where there was wine) all added to the appeal. 

The trip down had its highs and lows. The highs were that the 
GT loved to cruise down the relatively lightly trafficked roads 
at a speed that would be considered normal long distance 
touring pace for a European GT - in Europe. Obviously there 
were plenty of slower vehicles on the road but it was certain-
ly not unusual to encounter other vehicles traveling at pace. 
The Alfetta might have been pretty high tech for the mid 70s, 
when it was made, but this was 1990. Honda Preludes had 4 
wheel steering and no trouble keeping ahead of us on the 
highway. When we did come across slower traffic it would 
typically be one vehicle at a time. These days you are more 
likely to encounter a procession trying to somehow overtake 
without accelerating to above the speed limit, with the occa-
sional desperado playing some combination of leapfrog and 
chicken to try to get past the lot. 

The lows? Well, the saltiest pizza I’ve ever eaten was on the 
banks of the Murrumbidgee River in Hay. Luckily we were 
really hungry as not only did we need to cope with the salt, 
but had to fight the sandflies that were intent on carrying us 
off. 

Once we did get to Adelaide and the Grand Prix we found a 
town that embraced an event - and an event that took over 
the town. Even so, it remained very much an Australian 
Grand Prix. Support race highlights included having Skafie 
demonstrate how even AWD in a Skyline won’t stop you from 
rolling a car if you launch it sideways across the kerb, and the 
drivers in the inimitable Australian sports sedan class (which, 
fundamentally consists of sticking as much power as possible 
into the middle of as little of a tintop as possible) illustrating a 
number of other ways of failing to negotiate a city street 

 



 

 PER SEMPRE ALFA   |   5 

 

 

corner (with multiple such vehicles abreast being one of 
them). 

Oh - and then there was Fangio. The 1990 Adelaide Grand 
Prix was the 500th World Championship Grand Prix and 
several former world champions were in attendance. 

Pictured are James Hunt (heart attack at home in 1993), 
Jackie Stewart (still alive and kicking), Denny Hulme (heart 
attack on track at Bathurst 1992), Nelson Piquet (still alive 
and kicking), Juan Manuel Fangio (died aged 84 in 1995), 
Ayrton Senna (died 1994, Imola) and Jack Brabham (died 
at home aged 88 in 2014). 

I’m not sure, but given the subsequent 5 years saw the 
demise of 4 of the adventurous chaps in this photo, it may 
have been the last year they were all seen together. Even 
in 1990 racing was a lot safer than it had once been. Only 
Senna’s death was a racing accident (it doesn’t seem rea-
sonable to count Denny Hulme’s heart attack while driving 
in the Bathurst 1000, an incident in which he stopped the 
car without putting a scratch on it). Fangio has said that in 
his 10 years racing in Europe in the 1950s he saw 30 of his 
fellow competitors die. He was modest about his achieve-
ments partly because he believed that his survival to win 
more races was at least partly down to luck. Post Ratzen-
berger and Senna’s deaths at Imola in 1994, F1 safety 
standard have been very high with only one death, that of 
Jules Bianchi at Suzuka in 2014. 

Obviously driving on road as a means of transport is a very 
different proposition to racing, but it is interesting to con-
trast how measures have been taken to make racing safer, 
and to make road cars and roads safer, but in Australia at 
least, road cars are now required/expected to travel more 
slowly than decades ago, despite the massive advances in 
technology to both prevent accidents and increase surviv-
ability/reduce injury. 

In urban areas the safe speed of vehicles is limited by the 
very dynamic road environment and the need to avoid 
accidents not just to prevent injury to motor vehicle occu-
pants, but to avoid injury to pedestrians, cyclists etc, as 
well as to prevent already congested traffic coming to a 
standstill. On a well constructed highway, in a modern 
vehicle, and assuming safe driving practices, higher speed 
limits do not lead to more accidents. The statistics on road 
accidents do identify speed as a factor in some percentage 
of accidents. However, this includes cases where that 
speed was well beyond legal, and cases where that speed 
was inappropriate to the road environment (in fact, that is 
more or less the definition of speed as a factor). Increasing 
speed limits where appropriate will not cause accidents, 
but making sure that roads, cars and driver training is such 
that higher speeds are appropriate is not free, and costs 
money rather than raising revenue. Maybe, as a start, 
governments could look at encouraging driving practices 
that are safe, and improve traffic flow - such as safer over-
taking by actually accelerating to a high enough speed to 
get past slow vehicles at locations where it is safe to do so. 
Which they could do by simply desisting from the current 
practice of placing speed traps in overtaking locations on 
highways over Christmas… 

Well, that’s what I’d like from Santa - what about you? 

 

Darryl. 
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C an you believe that it's November already? It'll be 2017 
before we know it! 
For those who don't yet know, the Bocce night ended 
with our club extending our Bocce dominance over the 
Fiat club to 12 YEARS IN A ROW! That's better than the 
Mighty Maroons, who could manage only 8! It was a 
close run thing though - we won by just one point. So the 
Fiat club have vowed to make 13 our unlucky number. 
Let's see them try... 
Club night this month will feature foundation member, 
Laurie Jones. Laurie will give us a presentation including 
video of his and Mary-Alice's recent exploits in various 
charity bashes in their Alfa 33 Quattro Wagon. In 2003 
the Quatro was modified for long-distance endurance 
rallies and now has nearly 400,000 km on the clock. The 
Quatro has done ten Great Endeavour Rallies and an 
Angelflight Outback Trailblazer into outback Qld, NSW, 
Vic, SA and NT. Laurie will talk about the most recent 
rally in which he and Mary-Alice competed. From Ipswich 
they went to Uluru via the Finke Desert Races, then 
home through King's Canyon, Alice Springs, Darwin, Kaka-
du, Mt Isa and Townsville, a round trip of nearly 12,000 
km. So come along to hear Laurie, eat free pizza, and 
drink free soft drink, and meet all the wise Alfa heads of 
the club. Please note that there is NO club night in De-
cember or January, with the next Club night after Novem-
ber being on February 8th 2017. 
On November 20th, Doug and Cynthia Earl have once 
again planned another fantastic run through the Gold 
Coast Hinterland. More details in the Sociale column, and 
on the website calendar. It's fantastic for the club that 
people like Doug and Cynthia put their hands up to run 
such an event for the club. After all, the club is run by the 
members for the members. So many thanks to them. And 
if you would like to organise a run that you think the club 
should do, please let me know! We'll be planning next 
year's social calendar in early December, so now is the 
time to let us know what you want the club to do. 
Jacko and I went to a meeting with the Fiat guys to dis-
cuss how our competition events at Lakeside and Willow-
bank will work next year. It looks like there will be some 

PRESIDENTE john anderson 

"Alfa Romeo is more than a mere car factory. Its products are something more than conventionally built automo-
biles. It's a kind of fever, this enthusiasm for a means of transport. It's a way of life, a very particular concep-
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exciting changes to how the events operate, which 
should better appeal to both current competitors and 
potential new competitors. It should also appeal to spec-
tators, so stay tuned for more details on that. It would be 
great if more club members went along to see what the 
competition folk get up to. Motor Racing is so inter-
twined with the love of our brand, that it's almost impos-
sible to be an Alfisti without some appreciation of the 
marque's role in Motorsport. And what better way to 
participate in that aspect of your Alfa passion than as a 
competitor, or a spectator? 
In fact, there are two opportunities to do so still left in 
the year. There are two Sorints and Regularity events at 
Lakeside on Saturday November 5th, and again on Satur-
day November 26th. Each competitor gets 4 free passes, 
so if you want to compete or spectate, contact Mark 
Jackson on competition@arocaqld.com for information. 
We can work out how to get a spare pass to spectators if 
you let us know in advance that you want one. Staying 
on Competition, there is also an Interclub Motorkhana at 
Willowbank on Sunday the 27th, which any car can enter 
(I took my 939 Spider earlier in the year), so that might 
also be fun! 
And to wrap 2016 up, we'll have our Christmas party on 
Sunday, December 4th. It's at the WEST Toowong Bowls 
club (which is different to the Toowong Bowls club), 
Bywong St Toowong. Cost is $35 a head. Please aim to 
arrive at 11:30, so that you can have a drink and a chat 
before things get underway. All the details are in the 
Sociale column, and on the Website calendar. Apart from 
our club's Christmas party, it's also the trophy presenta-
tion for our competition events, and for the various So-
cial awards. Come along and enjoy a good meal, catch up 
with friends, and see who won what. 
 
Ciao, 
John Anderson 

 

 

tion of the motor vehicle. Something that resists definition. Its component parts are like those irrational traits of 
the human spirit that cannot be explained with logical terminology."        - Orazio Satta Puliga, 1969 
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NEWS - speculazione 
 

 

Autonews report that Alfa Romeo are likely to add a wagon to the Giulia line-up in order to 
better compete in the European mid size premium market where sedans make up 33 percent 
of sales and wagons 42 percent. Alfa Romeo have not commented on the reports, but that 
hasn't stopped some nice looking renderings being produced, even if they do look more like a 
4 door hatchback (a 4 door Brera?) than a wagon. 
Source: http://europe.autonews.com/article/20161026/ANE/161029902/alfa-will-add-a-
giulia-wagon-to-boost-european-sales  
 
European sales of the Giulia seem to be going well, with the car in 4th place behind Mercedes 
C class, BMS 3 series and Audi A4 in September (the first month it has been available in the 
RHD form for the UK). 

http://europe.autonews.com/article/20161026/ANE/161029902/alfa-will-add-a-giulia-wagon-to-boost-european-sales
http://europe.autonews.com/article/20161026/ANE/161029902/alfa-will-add-a-giulia-wagon-to-boost-european-sales
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realtà - NEWS 

As reported last month the Stelvio is likely to be unveiled at the LA Auto. With the SUV nearing release 
the heavily disguised test mules are being replaced by more lightly disguised vehicles that reveal more of 
the final product’s lines. But for the impatient, we offer yet another rendering of  the vehicle. 
While the Stelvio did not appear in Paris, Reid Bigland was there to reveal there that he expects the 
Stelvio will set a new SUV record at Nürburgring. He also revealed that FCA had made a mistake with its 
earlier plans to build Maserati and Alfa Romeo SUVs in North America and played up the use of Ferrari 
(no mention of Jeep) technology in the Italian SUVs. 
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WWW 

Keen TnT (Team no Trailers) Giulietta Sprint Racer 

https://youtu.be/esVoQZz9tgI 

Padova Auto Exhibition (and Alfa Museo) 

https://youtu.be/gy2Tj4G-eRA 

https://youtu.be/esVoQZz9tgI
https://youtu.be/gy2Tj4G-eRA
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Mad Hillclimb 4C (slightly modified) 

https://youtu.be/XyaNYd9Dq08 

Vintage Alfa Ro-
meo keyring in 

925 silver 
 

EUR 29.99 

Mebtoys Giro 
d’Italia Duetto 

Salvarani  
 

EUR 280.00 

Alfa Romeo 
3500 Spider 
Super Sport 

Original Photo 
GBP 24.99 

 

WWW 

https://youtu.be/XyaNYd9Dq08
http://www.ebay.com.au/itm/Alfa-Romeo-e-AutoDelta-nei-Rally-di-Chicco-Svizzero-e-Sandro-MUNARI-Stratos-/252520498395
http://www.ebay.com.au/itm/Mayfair-Magazine-Vol-21-10-Princess-Alfa-Romeo-Cars-vintage-UK-/282200961992
http://www.ebay.com.au/itm/Alfa-Romeo-chrome-hub-caps-60s-70s-/282200370109
https://youtu.be/gy2Tj4G-eRA
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SOCIALE 
hings are winding up for the year Socially, with just 2 events left! 
Doug and Cynthia Earl have once again organised a now traditional late-year run through the Gold Coast 
Hinterland. The Earls never disappoint, so this is a run not to be missed! Plus, it's the last run for a bit, so 
give your Alfa a chance to stretch it's legs! The run will be held on Sunday, November 20th. Meet at the 
Oxley Creek Environment Centre on Sherwood Road, Rocklea at 9.45 for a 10am departure. We'll down 
the Mount Lindesay Highway through Jimboomba to Tamborine Mountain. Drive through Gallery Walk 
and descend via the Oxenford Road to Upper Coomera, Maudsland and Guanaba. There is then a seri-

ous hillclimb up mystery road to the southern end of Tamborine Mountain. Finally, another descent down the 
Goat Track to Canungra and Clagiraba and onto the Nerang - Murwillumbah Road. The lunch destination is the 
View Cafe at the Hinze Dam. Please RSVP by Wednesday 16 November for catering purposes. And make sure 
you fuel up before the run! 

T 
john anderson (until someone else volunteers) 

 
Our last social event to wrap up the year is our Annual Christmas party. Venue is WEST Toowong Bowls Club 
(NOT the Toowong Bowls Club), Bywong St Toowong, on Sunday December 4th. Cost is $35 a head, which you 
pay into the club's bank account (see website for details). Please aim to arrive at 11:30, so that you can have a 
drink and a chat before things get underway. Santa has hinted that he might make an appearance, so if you are 
bringing children, please help Santa out by bringing a small present, so that Santa can give it to them. Book now 
using the online booking form on the website or phone me on 0416 171 773. RSVP by Monday 28th November, 
so that we can confirm numbers. As usual, trophies will be presented to the various winners, so if you don't 
come to the party to collect yours, I'm taking it home and writing my name over yours with a Sharpie...  
 
Looking into next year, the committee will be planning the Social calendar in early December. So if you have an 
idea for an event, please let me know on social@arocaqld.com ASAP, so that the committee can consider it. 
Better yet, offer to plan an event for us. We'll help you with the insurances, etc. So far, Ian Hyland has offered 
to once again prepare a weekend for us in February, and the Earls will do another hinterland run in November. 
We'll be doing our concours again, probably in May. Rob and Shirl have also offered to do a run some time, as 
has IPP Peter Mathews. And I'm planning a night time run to kick the year off in January, weather permitting. 
The Festival of Italian Motorsport will be back, with happy laps and a show and shine. So there are still plenty of 
gaps, and it would be great for someone (maybe even you?) to come up with a couple of never-before tried 
events. So if you have an idea, let us know! 
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And of course, by the very fact that I'm writing this column, it should be obvious that we're still looking for a new So-
cial Convenor. As you can see from the above, a lot of people put up their hand to do a lot of the work for you. It real-
ly is a convenor's job, for the most part. The committee will give you all the help and advice that you need, so if you 
want to contribute further to the club in this way, let me know on social@arocaqld.com. It would be great to get a 
new person by the end of November, so that they can participate in the planning meeting. You'll even get your own 
email address! 
 
See you at the next event, 
John Anderson 
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 Not much to report on this month with just the single Alfacomp event being run, as well as the 

Interclub Team Regularity.  

However there has been plenty of action in the V8 Supercars Series at Bathurst and the Gold 

Coast with some pretty ordinary driving standards by certain competitors. It’s also been great 

watching Matt Campbell from Warwick have an almost unbeaten run in the Carrera Cup events.  

 

Alfacomp Round 12 Sprint + Regularity – We had five competitors in this event at Queensland 

Raceway, with Chris Lowe in the super-charged Alfetta being dominant in both the sprint and 

regularity events. Serge Oberhauser came second in the sprint event from John Anderson and 

Peter Salmon, while Peter managed second in regularity from Serge and John. It was really 

good to see Steve Bowdery’s daughter Sarah having her first run in her dad’s Alfetta, and, as 

usually happens, she just got quicker and quicker with every run. 

 

Interclub Team Regularity – We managed to get two teams of four for this charity event at 

Lakeside, and many thanks to the BMW Club for arranging this event. Team Alfa 2 comprising 

Peter Parianos, Russell Hewitt, Peter Salmon and Stephen Clifford managed a creditable fourth 

position out of the fifteen teams, while Team Alfa 1 comprising me, Doug Stonehouse, Alan 

COMPETIZIONE mark jackson 
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Broadhurst and Andrew Ryan had a few problems and finished well down 

the order in about tenth place. Fortunately no one was taking things too 

seriously and we all finished up having a most enjoyable day at the track. 

More importantly, $8000 was raised by the event for the BeyondBlue char-

ity. 

 

Results are available on the “Resulti” page 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

Alfacomp Round 13 Sprint + Regularity – Saturday November 5th at 

Lakeside Raceway, Dakabin. This is an Open Sprint starting at 12 noon (3x6 

lap timed runs). Pre-registration is recommended. Cost - $175 To enter 

follow the link to the QR website https://www.qldraceways.com.au/

secure/members/login.php  

 

Alfacomp Round 14 Sprint + Regularity - Saturday November 26th at 

Lakeside Raceway, Dakabin. This is a Street Sprint starting from 12 noon 

(4x4 lap timed runs). Pre-registration is recommended. Cost - $145 To en-

ter follow the link to the QR website www.qldraceways.com.au/secure/

members/login.php. 

 

  

For any further information on any of the above events, contact the Com-

petition Secretary at competition@arocaqld.com or on 0413122839 

 

 

See you at the track 

Mark Jackson 
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To own an Alfa Romeo is also to be undeniably drawn into the passion of Italy. Festitalia is an 
annual celebration of all things Italian and this year was held at Spencer Park, Newmarket. Our 
Club, along with our friends, the Fiat Car Club, were invited to display a small number of vehi-
cles at the event. Braving a rather overcast sky, a dedicated band of Alfisti sacrificed a day in 
front of the TV watching Bathurst to present our marque to an appreciative public. Vice Presi-
dent Keith Faulkner was there and managed to snap a few photos (and write these words, 

thanks—ed), in between sampling the many culinary delights on offer and visiting the Peroni 
beer tent once or twice. Many thanks to the Club members who brought their cars along for 
the day and generously gave their time to promote the Club and the marque. 

Our small but select line-up featured the best of the 
classics as well as some prime examples of the 
moderns. From left to right (above): Alfa GT of John 
and Robyn Ryan, Rob and Shirley Grant’s Mito, the 
indefatigable Alfa 33 Quattro of Laurie and Mary-Alice 

Jones, President John Anderson’s 2006 Spider and a 
classic 1972 Spider Veloce 2000 presented by Keith 
Faulkner and Sally Redman.  
With the cars in place, it was time to erect the Alfa 
Hilton, break out the camp chairs and sit back and 

relax. From left to right (below): President John Ander-
son, Sally Redman, Shirley Grant, Rob Grant, Robyn 
Ryan and John Ryan. Half of what you see here came 
out of the back of the 1972 Spider and somehow we 
managed to also get it all back in at the end of the day! 
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The Fiat Car Club also did themselves proud with some 
superb examples of their marque on display, including a 
beautiful 124 Spider and a couple of 500 Arbaths, old 
and new. 

What would an Italian festival be without food and 
good coffee? There were plenty of options to tempt the 
taste buds, from pizza to pastries. For starters, Sally and 
Keith found these arancini balls superb. The trick was to 
pace oneself so there was still room for dessert! If your 

interests extended to wanting to know how to make 
the food, you could also join the cookery Masterclass 
held in one of the marquees and get some tips from the 
Italian chefs. 

Apart from the glorious food on offer, there was plenty 
of entertainment to keep people occupied. The art of 
flag throwing dates back to medieval guilds, principally 
in Italy. A guild's banner or flag was considered a sym-
bol of purity, and as such it was not allowed to touch 
the ground. Given the rather blustery wind conditions 

on the day, the control shown by the performers was 
all the more amazing. 

Tarantella is a group of various folk dances character-
ized by a fast upbeat tempo, accompanied by tambou-
rines. Legend states that between the 15th and 17th 
centuries an epidemic of tarantism swept through the 
town of Taranto in southern Italy as a result of people 

being bitten by the poisonous tarantula spider. Once 
bitten, the victim (known as the tarantata) would fall 
into a trance that could only be cured by frenzied danc-
ing. People would surround the victim while musicians 
would play mandolins, guitars and tambourines in 
search of the correct rhythm. Once the correct rhythm 
was found the tarantata would be cured. 

Event sponsor, Williams Motor Group brought along 
some of their stock to brighten the day, including a 
Maserati, Lamborghini and the new Fiat 500x mini SUV, 
which is quite a pretty little vehicle. One of the super-
cars would be fired up every now and then and the 
sound of a high-revving engine would reverberate 
around the arena. For the motoring enthusiasts pre-
sent, the effect on them was something like the Taran-
tella! 
The rally-proven Alfa 33 Quattro of Laurie and Mary-
Alice never fails to attract attention. As the list of rallies 
and endurance events in which the car and Team Jones 
have participated grows, it’s becoming more difficult 
for Laurie to find the space to display the excellent 

informative maps showing the route and distance of 
each event! Alfa owners know that their cars come 
from the factory already imbued with a sense of history 
and spirit, however some individual vehicles go on to 
build on the Alfa legend in their own right. The Jones’ 
Alfa 33, as well as their 1750 Spider probably deserve 
to end up in a motoring museum when it is finally time 
for their keys to be removed from the ignition for the 
last time. 
Often we display our vehicles at dedicated motoring 
events, either closed to the public or attracting an 
audience of reasonably knowledgeable car enthusiasts. 
At events such as Festitalia, however, we get the op-
portunity to showcase our vehicles to a much wider 

audience. After owning an exotic or classic car for a 
while, it can be easy to forget that the sight, sound and 
smell of our vehicles is not a common experience for 
many. In particular, younger spectators, used to the 
family Toyota or Mazda, can be quite excited at the 
thought of sitting in a sports car, especially if it doesn’t 
have a roof! Under the watchful eyes of the patient 
owners, a number of lucky youngsters were invited to 
try the cars on for size. Here, President John Anderson 
explains the finer points of his Spider to a junior enthu-
siast. Perhaps this little fellow will grow up remember-
ing this moment and walk into an Alfa Romeo dealer-
ship sometime in the future. 
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ALFAS AMONG THE GRAPE VINES
If you had visited Stanthorpe the weekend of 15th and 16th October, there 
is a pretty good chance that you would have seen some amazing things.  Not 
only is it Race Weekend and the local Debutante Ball but AROCA QLD turns 
up in force to wine and dine in style.  Haven’t participated yet – what are 
you waiting for? 
As usual, Mr Ed and I ventured out along Route 15 from Brisbane on the 
Friday afternoon. Unfortunately I had to work until mid -afternoon but Mr 
Ed absented himself from his workplace at lunchtime so that he could en-
sure the boot of the 166 was packed to his liking. After an amazingly cheap 
but totally awesome Laksa for late lunch, we made a quick visit to the bottle 
shop and were on our way. Note - I don’t recommend trying to open bottles 
of cider with something not designed for the job, but hey, whatever works 
in desperation? 
The stars of Scuderia Heeremans  made for a spectacular backdrop as mem-
bers of our Club disposed of a large quantity of pizza and a smaller quantity 
of wine on Friday night.  Robert and Shirley Grant satisfied our caffeine ad-
dictions and our sugar levels were raised by a selection of sweets provided 
by women more capable in the kitchen than myself. After we collected our 
Stanthorpe Survival Packs from Jude Vaughan  and tried hard to assure Gar-
ry Spowart that we would behave for the whole weekend ( yeah, right… ), it 
was time to leave Daniella and Michael Heremanns to clean up our mess 
while we returned to the Apple and Grape Motel for a much needed kip. 
Saturday brekkie in Girraween National Park was a triumph for the organis-
ers and chefs. Many thanks to you all for your hard work.  It has been a few 
years since we have been here for breakfast but I am sure it will be included 
on the Itinerary again in the future.  The obligatory wander through the 
bush followed for some, while those of us who stayed behind assisted in the 
cleaning up and packing away. Then we formed up the cars in procession 
and started our assault on the wineries…. including Golden Grove, Ballen-
dean Estate, Jester Hill where we had lunch, Savina Lane and also Mt. Stir-
ling for  olives and fudge.  
After many requests from members, Saturday night dinner was once again 
at Anna’s Italian Restaurant. There are no words invented yet to fully de-
scribe the buffet they provide in this restaurant housed in a  lovely old 
Queenslander a short walk from our Motel.  Suffice to say that no one left 
hungry that’s for sure.  Unlike previous years we all retired early rather than 
head downtown to join the race goers and Debutants in one or another of 
the local pubs.  
Varia’s at the Wine College hosted our breakfast on Sunday before we once 
again descended on the Heremann’s shed to inspect the  superbly restored 
1956 Alfa Romeo Giulietta Sprint that Mike rescued from down among the 
gum trees. Daniella has temporarily expanded her craft emporium, taking 
over the “spray booth” to showcase her own creations until Michael needs it 
again. I foolishly asked if there might be a hot glue gun to be had as the dec-
orations on my straw hat were coming loose. The look on Daniella’s face 
was priceless . Which colour glue gun would I prefer?   
As a break from the gruelling itinerary of wineries we set off to the Brewery 
for lunch. Some also managed to squeeze in quick raids of  Antique shops 
and  fruit stalls, not to mention a slice of Sutton’s apple pie before we made 
our way back to our respective homes.  At least there will be a full year to 
recover from all that food before we have to do it all again.  

Michael Heeremans shows under the hood of his Giulietta 

Jester Hill 
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ALFAS AMONG THE GRAPE VINES words   - karen green 

photos - dan truesdale & darryl green 

Savina Lane 

Some of the Heeremans ’ Alfas & vines 
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A mural on a wall in Stanthorpe, depicting 99-year-old Angelo Valiante - one of the first Italian immigrants to the area. 

Girraween—Bald Rock Creek 
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Savina Lane 

Girraween—The Pyramid 
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With a lot of Nelson travelling happening in 2016  the assistance from AROCA mem-
bers Rob and Shirley Grant and Paul Blake kept offering Mid-Week Drives in our 
absence.  It was my turn to again offer a Mid-Week Drive to a location we had not 
visited before. Mid-Week driver Neil Summerson, who now is an Alfa Romeo owner, 
suggested the Gatton Motor Museum and Cafe as a possible breakfast location. I 
followed up and although the Cafe did not offer breakfasts mid week, they offered 
to do a buffet breakfast for us if I could guarantee 15 to 25 participants. As every 
organiser of any event knows, you just have to hope others will like your ideas and 
put out the invitation and hope for the best. 
As I had not offered a Mid-Week drive to my E+F type Register members of the 
JDCQ since arriving home, I also included them in the invitation. The replies started 
coming in. It was interesting to note we had more Alfa Romeos than Jaguars on the 
day. Once past the RSVP date, to comply with our new constitution, I supplied de-
tails of the drive to members who had accepted the invitation with the actual ad-

dress of the breakfast location, something I have never done before. 
Coming into Laidley across the mountain, we actually encounter two traffic delays 
that tested the cooling systems in our cars. At the second delay they had traffic 
lights and my thoughts turned to our brother-in-law who was killed while being a 
stop go man in between jobs. He would still be with us if traffic lights were used 
following the rest of the world, instead of the manual stop go process we still use. 
Thankfully I had told the cafe an ETA time longer than expected so even with our 
delayed arrival, we had time for a chat and we entered the cafe with breakfast 
waiting. 
It was interesting watching the interaction of Jaguar and Alfa Romeo owners and 
breakfast seemed to last longer than usual. We had new members from both 
marques as well as visitors in attendance and I was pleased the way long term Mid-
Week Drivers welcomed them to our group. It was great John Fenwick could join us 
on this drive and I enjoyed our talk together at breakfast. I believe this is his 29th 
year as a member of the club. 

GATTON ALFA ROMEO & JAGUAR EVENT 
 

words—anthony nelson            photos—steve bowdery and anthony nelson 
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For latest information please visit http://
alfesta2017.alfaclubvic.org.au/ 
or email alfesta2017@alfaclubvic.org.au 
 
Bookings for the Spirit of Tasmania will be available via a 
special link, providing a discounted rate, shortly. 
We encourage members to make a booking as soon as possi-
ble - the earlier it is the cheaper it will be. Easter is a very 
busy time and there are often double sailings - day or night.  
 
Alfesta will be based at the Country Club in the city of 
Launceston staying at the Country Club Villas. http://
www.countryclubtasmania.com.au/ 

 
 

http://alfesta2017.alfaclubvic.org.au/
https://internationalsuite.com/al/
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CLUB NIGHT bernie campbell 

I want to thank all of our members who attended the 
Bocce Challenge and defended our Club's honour by win-
ning the competition  against the Fiat Car Club. It was not 
a runaway victory this year as we won by only one game, 
but a win is a win. As always it was a great night and a 
good time was had by all including the members of the 
Fiat Club. 
  
The November Club Night will be at Shannon's Club 
Rooms at 305 Montague Road, West End on November 
9th. Laurie Jones who has been a member from the be-
ginning will be our guest speaker for the night. Laurie will 
have on display his 1985 4WD Quatro wagon which he 
has owned from new' but since 2003 modified for long-
distance endurance rallies and now approaching 400,000 
km. The Quatro has done 10 Great Endeavour Rallies and 
an Angelflight Outback Trailblazer into outback Qld, NSW, 
Vic, SA and NT. Laurie will talk about the most recent 
rally in which he and Mary-Alice competed in. From Ips-
wich they went to Uluru via the Finke Desert Races, then 
home through King's Canyon, Alice Springs, Darwin, Kaka-
du, Mt Isa and Townsville, a round trip of nearly 12,000 
km. Laurie has a video presentation of this event which  
he will use during his talk. 
  
As this will be our last Club Night for 2016 I hope you can 
attend. The Club will supply  pizzas,drinks and coffee. 
Please assemble from 6.30 pm, pizzas from 7.00 pm and 
a short meeting and Laurie after that. 
  
Ciao,        
  
Bernie. 
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MEMBERI colin densley 

Hi fellow Aflisti, 
A big thanks once again to Jude for looking after my 
portfolio while we were away. 
Well, back to the real world after 28 days on the 
Celebrity Solstice also known as the Food Freighter. 
For those who are interested  -  IT WAS GREAT!! 
The cruise was a bit long for me but we did manage 
to hire a V8 Mustang convertible in Hawaii.  Not a 
bad machine. Alloy V8 motor and went like the 
clappers.  Handled quite well as well. 
We arrived back in time to watch Bathurst.  I loved 
the veteran’s race with those glorious sounding old 
race cars. 
I also made it to the Bocce night where I displayed 
my amazing skill of not being able to keep my balls 
(Bocce that is) in the court. 
And a big welcome to our new members. 
Sean O’Reilly with a Red 1967 Spider 
Albert & Rina Bignall from Innisfail with 5 Alfas 
Dan McNaughton with his Black 2007 Brera 
Norm & Sue Coventry and their Red 2004 Bertone 
GT 
Nick & Trish Valente  and their Red 1972 GTV 
Graham and Narelle Bredhauer with their 2005 Red 
GT and 2010 Red GT. (I believe the 2005 one is now 
for sale.) 
And lastly David Murtas of DMM Mobile Mechanics 
who is also a new advertiser in the Magazine. 
 
 Ciao 
 
Colin 
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07 3855 1644 

 

 

 



 

 PER SEMPRE ALFA   |   27 



 

 PER SEMPRE ALFA   |   28 

EVENTI 

 NOVEMBER 2016 
Sat 5  Alfacomp Round 13 Sprint + Regularity - Lakeside Raceway, Dakabin 

Wed 9  Member's Club Night - Shannons, West End 

Sun 20 Gold Coast Hinterland Run - Gold Coast Hinterland 

Wed 23 December Magazine Deadline - -- 

Sat 26 Alfacomp Round 14 Sprint + Regularity - Lakeside Raceway, Dakabin 

Sun 27 V8 Supercars Coates Hire Sydney 500 - Sydney 

Sun 27 Interclub Championship Rd 9 - Willowbank 

 DECEMBER 2016 
Sat 3  Interclub Championship Trophy Presentation - TBA 

Sun 4  Christmas Party - West Toowong Bowls Club—see invitation for details 
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NOVEMBER / DECEMBER EVENT HIGHLIGHTS 
  

Sun 20 November - Gold Coast Hinterland Run 

 

Sun 4 December - Christmas Party 

Click on the image below on the club website http://www.arocaqld.com for full event details 

and to book online. 

 

Brisbane’s Mobile Alfa Romeo Specialist 

Full range of Mobile services on modern and classic Alfa Romeos 

Log Book Servicing I Repairs I Diagnostics I Electrical repairs 

27 years’ experience factory trained technician 

High Quality service and repairs at an affordable price 

PH: 0405327251   david@dmmmobilemechanic.com.au   www.dmmmobilemechanic.com.au  

mailto:david@dmmmobilemechanic.com.au
http://www.arocaqld.com/cms/pageDisplay.php?module=custom&type=mailform&name=christmas
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RISULTATI 
ALFACOMP 2016 POINTSCORE OVERALL 

 

  S/S Spr Reg Spr Reg Race S/S Spr Reg S/S Race S/S Race Reg Spr Reg Spr Reg Spr Reg  Total 

  1 1 1 2 2 1 2 3 3 3 2 4 3 4 4 5 5 6 6 7  Events 

1 Mark Jackson 20 10 8 16 20 16 11 20 16 11 20 20 11 0 0 0      13 

2 Serge Oberhauser 10 8 10 14 12 0 12 16 20 12 0 12 0 12 16 14      13 

3 Peter Salmon 0 0 0 16 9 0 0 11 14 5 0 5 0 20 12 16      9 

4 Graeme Berry 6 7 7 0 0 0 6 14 12 6 0 6 10 0 0 0      9 

5 John Coleman 14 0 0 0 0 9 20 0 0 16 0 14 0 0 0 0      5 

6 Jason Wishart 16 0 0 0 0 0 16 0 0 20 0 16 0 0 0 0      4 

6 John Anderson 0 0 0 0 0 8 0 12 11 0 11 0 0 0 14 12      6 

8 Doug Stonehouse 11 0 0 0 0 0 14 0 0 14 0 11 0 14 0 0      5 

9 Charles Webb 8 0 0 10 12 0 9 0 0 10 0 9 0 0 0 0      6 

10 Jenny Mitropoulos 7 0 0 9 11 0 7 0 0 8 0 7 0 0 0 0      6 

10 Chris Lowe 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 9 0 20 20      3 

12 Joel O'Farrell 0 0 0 0 0 20 0 0 0 0 0 0 20 0 0 0      2 

13 Angus Saunders 0 0 0 0 0 11 0 0 0 0 14 0 14 0 0 0      3 

13 Rob Robson 0 0 0 0 0 7 0 0 0 0 16 0 16 0 0 0      3 

15 Ferris Lee 9 0 0 0 0 0 10 0 0 9 0 10 0 0 0 0      4 

16 Ken Percival 12 0 0 0 0 12 8 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 0      4 

17 Peter Parianos 0 0 0 20 11 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0      2 

18 Zeke Asha Halasz 0 0 0 0 0 14 0 0 0 0 12 0 0 0 0 0      2 

19 Steve Bowdery 0 0 0 14 10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0      2 

20 Alan Broadhurst 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 0 0 7 0 8 0 0 0 0      3 

20 Sarah Bowdery 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 11 11      2 

22 Brent Hampstead 0 0 0 0 0 10 0 0 0 0 0 0 8 0 0 0      2 

23 Michael Ryan 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 16 0 0      1 

24 George Brook 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 12 0 0 0      1 

25 Bruce Rattlew 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 11 0 0      1 

26 Darryl Green 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 10 0 0      1 
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2016 ALFACOMP SPRINT #4-Qld Raceway Open Sprint 

 Total Best Alfacomp Sprint Reg  S/S Race 

Events Points Events Points     

13 199 10 161 46 44 62 47 

13 168 10 140 54 68 46 0 

 108 9 108 39 59 10 0 

 74 9 74 21 19 24 10 

 73 5 73 0 0 64 9 

 68 4 68 0 0 68 0 

 68 6 68 0 23 0 19 

 64 5 64 0 14 50 0 

 58 6 58 10 12 36 0 

 49 6 49 9 11 29 0 

 49 3 49 20 20 0 9 

 40 2 40 0 0 0 40 

 39 3 39 0 0 0 39 

 39 3 39 0 0 0 39 

 38 4 38 0 0 38 0 

 36 4 36 0 0 24 12 

 31 2 31 20 11 0 0 

 26 2 26 0 0 0 26 

 24 2 24 14 10 0 0 

 22 3 22 0 0 22 0 

 22 2 22 11 11 0 0 

 18 1 18 0 0 0 18 

 16 1 16 0 16 0 0 

 12 1 12 0 0 0 12 

 11 1 11 0 11 0 0 

 10 1 10 0 10 0 0 

DRIVER ALFA CC's RUN1 RUN2 RUN3 REG PTS REG Spr 

Chris Lowe Alfetta GTV 2000S 65.39 64.64 64.76 3.54 20 20 

Serge Oberhauser Alfetta GTV 6 3000 67.44 66.98 67.78 4.49 14 16 

John Anderson Alfetta  2000 73.90 72.99 71.89 9.19 12 14 

Peter Salmon Alfetta  2000 72.78 72.27 72.24 3.84 16 12 

Sarah Bowdery Alfetta GTV 2000 82.50 82.16 81.36 18.33 11 11 
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The Classifieds sections of the Club magazine and 
Club website provide the opportunity to seek, sell or 
swap Alfa Romeo related items. This is a free service 
to both members and non-members, provided the 
classified is of a non-commercial nature. 

Classifieds selling or seeking services are not accept-
ed. Please contact the Committee Member responsi-
ble for magazine advertising 
(advertising@arocaqld.com) to place these type of 
notices in the Club magazine. 

To submit a new classified, visit the Club website 
(www.arocaqld.com), click on the “Classifieds” menu 
button and select “Submit an Advert” from the drop-
down list. Complete the online form, making sure 
you fill in all the mandatory fields.  

Your classified can be up to 6,500 characters long 
and you may also upload one digital image. The 
image must be in .JPG format and be less than 1Mb 
in size. Please check the spelling and punctuation of 
your classified before clicking on the “Submit” 
button.  

If you experience any problems submitting your 
classified online, please contact the Classifieds Editor 
(Phone: 0403 878 749 or email: classi-
fieds@arocaqld.com). A classified will remain listed 
for three months unless the classified owner re-
quests otherwise.  

To request a change to an existing classified or to 
cancel an existing classified, visit the Club website 
(www.arocaqld.com), click on the “Classifieds” menu 
button and select “Change/Cancel Advert” from the 
drop-down list. Complete and submit the online 
form.  

Advertisements may be edited or removed from the 
magazine or website at any time by the Club.  

AROCA (QLD) takes no responsibility for the contents 
of any advertisement nor any statements implied or 
expressed by advertisers.  

Under Queensland law, registered vehicles offered 
for sale must have a current and valid Safety Certifi-
cate available for perusal by prospective purchasers 
from the time the vehicle is offered for sale. Failure 
to do so may result in prosecution by State authori-
ties. No classifieds will be published if they include 
"RWC/Safety Certificate on sale" or similar state-
ments. 

CLASSIFICATO 
 

Wanted Racecar project  
I'm looking for (preferably) an unfinished Alfa/Fiat racecar project, 
or a road car for conversion. I'd favour (in this order) an Alfasud 
Sprint, Alfasud, 127 GT1300 or 33. Not looking to spend a fortune, 
so pricing needs to be very realistic - been there too many times ! 
| $negotiable | Contact: Mark, 0400 792090, 
markb@motorfleet.com.au (Expires: Dec 30) 
For Sale Alfa Selespeed 156 2006 Sedan  
Offering my beloved Alfa 156. Only 84,000 klms. Recent work: 
new rotors, new tyres, new brake pads, timing belt just changed, 
new coils, new plugs, new oil & filter, new badges and new satin 
black vinyl wrap (cost over $3k) - comes with full cleaning prod-
ucts to protect the wrap. Interior is original and nice (High end 
Boston stereo system will be be removed prior to sale). Has nig-
gling electrical fault auto electrician unable to cure. Great car that 
has a custom look and feel. | $8,000 | Contact: Justin, 0479 166 
278, kobecorman@hotmail.com (Expires: Jan 28) 
For Sale 2007 159 JTS 2.2L Manual [View Photo] 

Reluctant sale. We are expecting our first child and as it goes I 
have replaced my dream car with a family car, so I need to sell 
asap. Jet Black duco, extra dark tinted windows, Sunroof, Leather 
interior, 17" Alloys, DVD Player, 12" Sub woofer, Chrome grille, 
Dual climate control, Multi-function control screen, Hill holder, 
Cruise control, Rain sensor wipers, power window, central locking, 
Fog lights, Rear parking sensors. Car is in great mechanical stand-
ard, always looked after and used Euro Car mechanics only. Re-
cently had a service, boot struts and badges replaced this month 
and has original Alfa Romeo Mats. Clutch and Flywheel was re-
placed in 2015 at Comet Automotive. Personalised Plates will not 
be sold with car. | $10,500 | Contact: Andie, 0413292058, an-
die.valdivia@outlook.com (Expires: Jan 25) 
For Sale 2006 Alfa Romeo Spider JTS V6  
I have owned this from new and is in showroom condition. Full 
Log Books and always serviced by Alfa Brisbane. It has done 
120,000 km. (Just Serviced) This car has never been thrashed and 
driven kindly by me. I just want it to go to a good owner who can 
appreciate this vehicle. Registration till April 2017. Tyres have only 
done 8,000 km. Also have spare front brake pads & rotors that will 
go with the car. | $18,000 | Contact: John, 0448 066 371, 
john.ponturo@hindmarsh.com.au (Expires: Jan 12) 
For Sale 1750 GTV parts  
Bunch of 1750 GTV parts for sale including gauges, full set of glass 
and almost full set of chrome. Need the garage space so take one 
part and you take it all. Glass parts alone are worth over 1k. | 
$500 the lot | Contact: Mark, 0437069237, Cowls@hotmail.com 
(Expires: Dec 31) 
For Sale Brera Number Plates [View Photo] 
Pair of QLD plates that say 'BRERA'. The plates are black with gold 
writing. These were originally bought quite a few years back as my 
dad had a dream of owning a Brera. Unfortunately he was never 
able to purchase one and so has asked me to sell these for him so 
that someone else can get some use out of them. They have never 
been used and have sat in their original bubble wrap packaging 
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since they were purchased new. I have all of the original docu-
mentation for them as well. | Offers considered | Contact: Laura, 
0433447951, laura.stone1@hotmail.com (Expires: Dec 31) 

For Sale 1984 Alfetta GTV  
Red duco. Owned for 4 years. Great drive car. Registered. Re-
gretful sale as too many cars and registrations getting too much. 
Servicing done regularly. Photos available. | $3,500 | Contact: 
Chris, 0409722828, chrishelm1959@hotmail.com (Expires: Dec 
30) 
For Sale 2013 Alfa Romeo Guiletta  
Manual, White, 1.4 L Turbo. Almost 30,000 km young. Excellent 
Condition. Brisbane South | $18,000 | Contact: Glenda, 
0435945417, robertsfamily01@optusnet.com.au (Expires: Dec 
30) 
For Sale Alfa 75 Twinspark Race Car  
64.65sec at lakeside. The car has been faultless all year in the 
Italian challenge, coming 3rd. Turn-key race car that's easy to 
drive. 6 point cage, harness suitable for HANS device. 28mm 
torsion bars and 180lb King rear springs with re-valved Konis to 
suit. Engine and driveline standard and proven reliable. Brakes 
refreshed in July, dimpled and slotted rotors, race pads, master 
cylinder (2 events). 6 month old race rubber (3 events) 
215/45/16 on Simmons 16x7f/7.5r. Can deliver in Greater Bris-
bane or include light weight single axle trailer 1500kg ATM for 
extra $1,000. | $8,000 Firm | Contact: Angus, 0423099790, 
gus82x@hotmail.com (Expires: Dec 30) 
For Sale Alfa Fleet Sale!  
The time has come to rationalise the Alfa fleet, all cars with good 
service provenance (love that word!). They all deserve good new 
homes. [1] 2004 Alfa 156 Sports Wagon, manual JTS, silver with 
red trim, 156kms, 5 alloy wheels, a great looking car more practi-
cal than the sedans. $7,000. [2] 2004 Alfa 156 V6 automatic (a 
real auto!), red with black leather, 110kms, just had all the major 
belts service, radiator, 5 alloy wheels. A gem of a car. $10,000. 
[3] 2004 Alfa 166 Sedan, 135kms, silver with black leather, me-
chanically A1 (ex Richard Anderson car), some hail damage and 
was on the WOVR for the hail damage. Jeremy Clarkeson was 
right about these cars, they are brilliant! $6500. [4] 1999 Alfa 75 
red twin spark an original, not perfect but a genuine car. $4750. 
[5] Alfa 156 parts bin, 2002 red with black interior. Most body 
panels and trim, not many mechanical parts. Must be "gawn" 
within 3 weeks, so fire sale on these! | $Some Price negotiation 
possible .. for the sake of peace and harmony. | Contact: Wayne, 
0418966702, thepmequation@bigpond.com (Expires: Dec 30) 
For Sale 1999 Alfa GTV [View Photo] 
1999 916 Series Alfa 3L GTV Coupe. Red duco with tan leather 
interior. One owner and only 120,000Klm on the odometer. This 
vehicle was used to promote in the well-known Australian box-
office hit "Looking for Alibrandi" when it was released in the 
cinemas. | $6,000 | Contact: Richard, 0411864699, rich-
ardc@wwbrisbane.com (Expires: Dec 1) 
 

For Sale Alfa Romeo Mito Sport [View Photo] 
Excellent condition. 2009 model. Only 26,000km! Black. Grey 
and black cloth upholstery as new condition. Sunroof. Only one 
lady owner selling due to interstate transfer. | $12,500 negotia-
ble | Contact: Susan, 0419020603, hawesfam@bigpond.net.au 
(Expires: Nov 30) 

For Sale 2007 Alfa Romeo 159 JTD - for Spare Parts [View Pho-
to] 
Our lovely Alfa Romeo for sale for spare parts due to the follow-
ing issues: (a) one broken fuel injector (b) preheating plugs not 
working well. The car is still working and drives fine. | $Negotia-
ble | Contact: Darina, 0449097823, darina.rysava@gmail.com 
(Expires: Nov 14) 
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FINALE 
 

PER SEMPRE ALFA 
Next issue: December 2016 

Deadline: 23 November 

It’s true that frowning takes 
more muscles than smiling. But 
it’s well worth the extra effort.  

 

FOR SALE: Was running fine when I parked it. Has some rust. Large stone chip on bonnet. 






