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Public Liability Insurance:  It is a requirement of the Office 
of Fair Trading that the Management Committee advises 
the members of the club and other interested parties that 
the club holds Public Liability Insurance. This insurance is 
affected through the club’s affiliation with CAMS. Details of 
this insurance policy can be found in the CAMS 2015/16 
Insurance Program Handbook which is available through 
the CAMS website. 
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EDITORIALE darryl green 

t’s been another month without any Alfa 
building project progress. Unless you count 
building a fence as an Alfa project. It feels 
somewhat strange driving into the bulk pickup 
area of Bunnings in an Alfa, but really the 159 
wagon is a substantially more practical vehicle 
for transporting bulky building materials than, 
oh, I don’t know, a Ford Ranger with a lift kit… 
Mainly because you can reach the roof-racks 
without also needing to pay a visit to the lad-
der aisle… 

 

Of course the 159 is by far the most practical Alfa I’ve ever 
owned - but that’s never been something to stop the true 
Alfisti. If you buy an Alfetta GT as your first car you learn to 
manage - mainly you learn to manage to get around on a 
pushbike, or catch public transport. And you learn never to 
buy a car with “just a bit of rust” that needs “a bit of a tune 
up”. But you do learn a lot about what goes into a full en-
gine rebuild. And how unimportant a bit of rust is in a mid-
night to dawn run. And how much better the car goes in a 
midnight to dawn run if the original shocks are replaced 
and a bit of other suspension fettling done. 

But these are all things you expect from an Alfa. More un-
expectedly, you find that a 24” frame road bike fits really 
well in the boot of the GT. So long as you permanently re-
move the hinged shelf over the boot area. The fact that a 
wooden stick has already replaced the central gas(less) 
strut also helps. 

And you find that once “sorted” the car will just run, and 
run, and it’s really fun to drive, and to ride in. Passengers 
will voluntarily squeeze into the nicely shaped, but some-
what cramped back seats for a trip to wherever. Even pas-
sengers that could just as easily take their own sensible 
Commodore. 

Nonetheless, when, daunted by the magnitude of the likely 
rust repair bill (read full restoration), the GT departed 
(bought by the restorers apprentice), you might think I’d 
have gone for something more sensible. 

I didn’t. Or rather I hadn’t. I had been driving past a 1980s 
plastic pumper Alfetta GTV with a ridiculous dealer price 
on the windscreen for a month or two. One day the price 
vanished and a bit later the car moved to the back of the 
yard. So I thought it was worth a look. It was. It had “John 
French Turbodelta #2” on a plaque on the dash. And sure 
enough, under the bonnet was a KKK turbo. I took it for a 
drive. It coughed and spluttered a bit but weirdly if it was 
made to lug it was fairly happy and had masses of torque 
(and the boost gauge showed why). 

This was while I still had the rustbucket GT. And Madam 
Secretary was yet to be Madam, never-mind Secretary, but 
she did say how shiny and rust free the Turbodelta GTV 
was compared to the GT. So I thought she would be 
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pleased when I drove up in it a few days later, having just 
bought it at a bargain price. I was wrong. 

Anyway, the GT got sold. And the GTV got tuned. And some 
other minor work done. And a bit of minor rust repair (I’d 
learned something - get in early on the rust). And a couple of 
years later it had a full engine rebuild. And by then Madam 
secretary was Madam. Not long after we were presented with 
another Alfa challenge. I’d convinced  Madam Secretary that 
fitting a baby capsule in the GTV would be no problem. What I 
found when I tried was that it was indeed possible - after re-
moving the rear seatback there was just enough space to fit the 
capsule behind the passenger’s seat. Not pretty. But it worked. 

It actually worked pretty well - it was a more than a little tricky 
folding the passenger seat forward and getting the door open 
wide enough to get the capsule in. On the other hand actually 
putting baby and capsule in wasn’t as back-breaking as putting 
the same capsule in Karen's four door Mazda. 

So another win for the Alfa. But that didn’t last long. A P plater 
T-boned the GTV (well tried to, evasive action reduced this to a 
hit on the front quarter) but it was still enough to be a write-off 
- especially as a then well-known specialist underwriter had 
picked that moment to be outright bloody minded. 

Needing a car, and conceding 4 doors were probably a good 
idea, but being somewhat limited in the budget department 
having just forked out for the engine rebuild (more than the 
insurance paid out) I bought a Commodore. It was reasonably 
practical. But it was a bit tatty. And it needed an engine freshen 
up. After a full respray and rebuilding the 308 so it would pro-
duce power to 7000 rpm, which also meant it would set off car 
alarms at idle, it was a bit more acceptable as family transport, 
and more in keeping with the Brock signature on the side. That 
was ok for a while but unfortunately, as well as ensuring I’d get 
pulled over by your friendly law enforcement on any pretense, 
it also caught the eye of some professional car thieves who 
stole it and stripped it for parts. 

So it was back to Alfas, but swearing to stick to sedans from 
now on. Which has another advantage - midnight spares have 
no interest in Alfetta sedans. I parked one in all sorts of places 
for years and it never got stolen (it did have a very sophisticat-
ed immobiliser fitted, but if I told you where the kill switch in 
the ashtray was I’d have to kill you). 

 

So here’s to nice practical Alfas. I wonder what Madam Secre-
tary would say if I turned up with a new Giulia? 
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ow – as I write this article, the winter weather is just absolute perfection – great weather 
for Alfa Spider driving with the top down and zooming through the trees at Mt Mee or 
Maleny or Mt Tambourine – what these cars were designed for! 
Every year I experience renewed love for my Spider as Spring, Autumn and Winter pro-
vide us with what I believe is the best climate in the world!  But now I have the best of 
both worlds with a 75 for summer with aircon that works! 
Speaking of “Roxanne” – have just added Eibach springs to the rear and Koni yellows 
turned a quarter-turn – didn’t want to compromise the ride, so the Eibachs are progres-
sive springs as most of you know.  We left the front as is, based on Richard Anderson’s 
advice, as changing that will compromise the ride.  Cameron from Automotion did a great 
job on the change, and a whole pile of other stuff including refining the tune on my Busso 
V6, so that it is now signing like an Italian bird – whatever that may be!  He is really good 
at extracting the most out of an engine without major surgery.  Maria also had a rear 
bumper polished by GT Motors, who have done an excellent job as always. 
I had the chance to try out the new set up in my 75 at the Ferrari Car Club Motorkana at 
the small track at Lakeside.  Now last time I tried this motorkhana on the wet skid pan, I 
had the Spider, and Maria spun out as I left the wet, did a 180 and headed sideways down 
a hill – so this time, I was a little tentative.  However that de Dion rear end on the 75 is 
magic, and seemed much more controllable in the slide with that extra 50:50 weight dis-
tribution.  Next stop, happy laps at the FOIM and then “regularity”!  Hopefully next year 
we will be able to run our own motorkhana – let me know what you think – it is lots of 
fun and very social and you can bring four family and they can try their hand at the chal-
lenges that Roger Brameld set for the Ferrari Club.  We will need lots of sponsorship for 
this to offset the cost of hiring the track, so if anyone is interested in sponsoring such an 
event, e-mail or call me. 
July had just the right mix of social, competition and club night.  Speaking of the latter, 
our new constitution was passed at the Club Night, and many thanks to all the hard work 
of Garry Spowart in bringing that up to date and showing his true commitment to the 
Club, turning up after surgery that day on his eye after twilight anaesthetic!  The sign of a 
true Alfista.   
My wife tells me that when I came out of the last twilight anaesthetic, I was babbling on 
about the surgeon playing Vietnam war music during the surgery – something I have no 
recollection of saying – so be careful what you say when you are coming out of the anaes-
thetic!   
The die-hards that turned up in their maroon jerseys were entertained by a fabulous third 
state of origin match and Shannon’s big screen TV was perfect.  So we should make this a 
regular in future years. Thanks to Jude for providing the pizzas and to John Ryan who 
added to the festivity with a slab of Coopers less than 1% alcohol beer – which is a good 
drop and disappeared very quickly! 
The run to Spicers at Hiddenvale was lots of fun with 32 people coming along through 
some great roads, with no slow coaches in front so we could open the throttles a little.  A 
couple of long term club members thought it was one of the best runs, so we must keep 
that one up our sleeve.  The food and service was outstanding with plenty of options 
from the shared platters at Spicers, which supported the family atmosphere for our 
group. 
Thanks very much to John Anderson who organised a great run through the Glasshouse 
Mountains ending up at Cappriccios Italian Restaurant, which also took club members to 
some interesting lookouts.  It gave me the opportunity to do another of my favourite runs 
home back through Woodford, over Mt Mee and through Samford.  I will sneak in an 
extra run this year leaving from Samford ending up with a picnic at Mary Cairncross Park 
– it is a familiar but great run – stay tuned for a date sometime in Spring. 
Thanks to Rob and Shirley for organising a mid-week run whilst Tony Nelson is travelling.  
The next great gig for Tony and club members will be the fund raiser at Neil Summerson’s 
place at Peak Crossing – it is a beaut picnic and is limited to 200 cars this year.  It must 
almost be fully booked, so check with the website and Tony for details. 
Bernie is back from his travels up to the Gulf, all intact and in love with his diesel Prado, 
who wouldn’t be? (ok I am a little biased!) Bernie has plenty planned for the next few 
Club nights including a visit to the Qld Motorsport Museum at Ipswich in August – see 

PRESIDENTE peter mathews 
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Bernie’s column for details.   
Mike Robertson is back from his European trip to the Goodwood Festival of Speed and 
many European car collections.  Mike had the opportunity to crawl all over a new Giulia, 
so he has plenty of photos and yarns to share with us at the AGM/Club night in Septem-
ber. 
September 11 is the date for the Festival of Italian Motorsport at Lakeside.  It will be 
cracker this year with Happy Laps for brekkie, the show ‘n shine during the day and the 
competition all day.  I will be having more surgery on my eye on 29 August so I am ever 
hopeful that I will be ok to run in the Happy Laps – fingers crossed. 
Speaking of the AGM, why don’t you nominate to join the Committee?  It is a lot of fun 
and you have the opportunity to work with some amazing people, and get to know your 
club and the members better.  We are currently looking for a Vice President, so why 
don’t you throw your hat in the ring? 
I read with amazement an article in this Weekend Australian by motoring columnist 
John Connolly who detailed the major deception by VW in actively engineering their 
way around the emission controls with their range of vehicles including VW, Audi and 
Porsche.  It is an incredible read and is likely to cost VW 20 billion dollars.  Let’s hope 
that they are the only car maker to engage in such practices. It is hard to believe that a 
company could systematically engage in such practices with the knowledge of many 
Executives at different levels. 
This will be my second last column, as I will not be nominating for the role of President 
for a third term.  I will detail more in my next column, but I am sure you will be in good 
hands for the next year.  We are privileged to be led by such a dedicated band of Alfisti 
who all work tirelessly to run your club and bring you a range of exciting events and 
publications which satisfy all members’ needs. 
I look forward to catching up with you all in August.  Until then, drive safely and take 
care. 
Ciao 
Pete 
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NEWS - speculazione 
 

 

The Peking to Paris Motor Challenge is a 36-day, 14,000km test of 
any car. The latest running of the event finished in Paris on 17 July. 
The 98 teams that finished included a strong Australian contingent. 
Jan and Anne Sinclair competed in a 1971 Holden Monaro and Gerry 
Crown and Matt Bryson in a Leyland P76 (previous winners!). The 
classic category was won by Australians Mark Pickering and Dave 

Boddy in a red 1973 Datsun 240Z carrying number 105, making it an 
honorary Alfa (that's my excuse - ed). There were also 3 actual Alfa 
Romeos entered. For full details see the event web site at http://
www2.endurorally.com/pp2016/reports.html and a huge collection 
of photos at  http://www.sportscardigest.com/peking-paris-motor-
challenge-2016-report-photos.  

http://www2.endurorally.com/pp2016/reports.html
http://www2.endurorally.com/pp2016/reports.html
http://www.sportscardigest.com/peking-paris-motor-challenge-2016-report-photos
http://www.sportscardigest.com/peking-paris-motor-challenge-2016-report-photos
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realtà - NEWS 

The 21st running of the Vernasca Hillclimb near Parma featured a huge 
range of classic race cars, plus fantastic scenery. The event revives some 
of the spirit of the Targa Florio road race as the cars are put through 
their paces on Italian streets. Thanks to Jonathan Sharp and Veloce To-
day for these photographs. To see Jonathan's article and more pictures 

of the event visit http://www.velocetoday.com/alfa-
romeos-at-vernasca-silver-flag-hillclimb/ 

  

http://www.velocetoday.com/alfa-romeos-at-vernasca-silver-flag-hillclimb/
http://www.velocetoday.com/alfa-romeos-at-vernasca-silver-flag-hillclimb/
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WWW 

What an F1 engine should sound like. 

https://youtu.be/eTG6N3lSaTw 

F1 making up rules as it goes along isn't new - 1969 Monaco GP. 

https://youtu.be/4FnyurCfTsQ 

https://youtu.be/eTG6N3lSaTw
https://youtu.be/4FnyurCfTsQ
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Aftermath of 4C Crash. A scary demonstration of carbon fibre strength. 

https://youtu.be/MwK5gD3del0 

'BONNIE'  speed 
record 217.152 mph 

1:43 
EUR $119.90 

Set of Pins with 
1910 to 1970  Em-

blems 
 

GBP 8.00 

1750 GTV Parts 
 

AUD $1000  

WWW 

Camshaft Locking 
Tool. 1.8 2.0 16 
Valve Engines 

 
 

AU $ 60.00 

https://youtu.be/MwK5gD3del0
http://www.ebay.com.au/itm/ALFA-ROMEO-BONNIE-BONNEVILLE-speed-record-217-152-mph-KLAXSON-1-43-
http://www.ebay.com.au/itm/232026520264
http://www.ebay.com.au/itm/222200665508
http://www.ebay.com.au/itm/252473275893
http://www.ebay.com.au/itm/222200665508
http://www.ebay.com.au/itm/ALFA-ROMEO-BONNIE-BONNEVILLE-speed-record-217-152-mph-KLAXSON-1-43-
http://www.ebay.com.au/itm/252473275893
http://www.ebay.com.au/itm/232026520264
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SOCIALE 
ust two runs to report on since the last mag - and both were crackers!  
The Scenic Rim Run led by President Pete on July 3rd was very well received, sparking a 
lot of positive feedback. I came down sick unfortunately, so wasn't able to go. So I hope 
that it was well covered in an article elsewhere in the mag, because I'd love to find out 
about what I missed! 

 
The other run was our Glasshouse Mountains run, on July 24th. This is a run that I've wanted 
to do since I joined the club. The bureau had predicted a 'major weather event' for our origi-
nal date of July 17th, so we bumped it to the following Sunday, July 24th. And the Road 
'gods' rewarded us with a beautiful Queensland winter's day. About 22 Alfisti joined us to 

J 
john anderson 

wind our way through this ancient and amazing landscape, with many photo opportunities 
along the way. Both lookouts were stunning, but provided different perspectives of the 
mountains. And at the end, Capriccios in Maleny made sure that we were all full on excel-
lent Italian food. I hope some of the pics made it to the mag. 
 
Coming up, we have the Peaks Crossing charity event on August 28th, hosted by members 
Neil and Jenny Summerson at their property. If you haven't already registered for this 
event, it's too late. It always proves to be very popular with both our club and the other 
clubs invited, and they are limited in the number of spaces that they can offer. So if you 
haven't already registered, be early next year. 
 
Looking further into the future, make sure you give your Alfa a clean up and enter it in the 
Show and Shine associated with the Festival of Italian Motorsport at Lakeside on Septem-
ber 11th. There will also be 'happy laps' around the circuit early, followed by breakfast. I'll 
put details up on the website calendar soon - maybe even by the time you get this mag. 
Mark it in your diary regardless. There will also be Fiats, Lancias, Ferraris, etc, so lots of 
Italian eye candy to look at. 
 
And don't forget to book early for our weekend away to Stanthorpe, starting on Friday Oc-
tober 14th. Ask anyone who has been to previous Stanthorpe weekends, organised by 
'locals' Jude Vaughan and Garry Spowart, and you'll discover you'll be kicking yourself if 
you miss it. I left it too late last year and couldn't get accommodation, so drove down for 
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the Sunday festivities. It was a fantastic day, and left me imagining how awesome it would 
have been to have been there the whole weekend! So go to the website calendar to get the 
details, and book now! 
 
See you at the next event, 
John Anderson  
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COMPETIZIONE mark jackson 

There was only the one Alfacomp event in July which was the second round of the Italian Chal-

lenge at Lakeside, however the Interclub competition continued with another two events.  

 

Just a reminder that the Festival of Italian Motorsport will be held at Lakeside on Sunday, Sep-

tember 11th.  This is an event not to be missed and is our premier competition event for the 

year with racing on Saturday and Sunday, and “Happy Laps” Sunday morning as well as a Show 

‘n Shine and regularity event on Sunday. 

 

Alfacomp Rd 8 Shannons Italian Challenge Race Series Round 2 – For various reasons, we had a 

field of only seven competitors for the second round of the Italian Challenge at Lakeside. De-

spite this, we had some spirited racing without any car damage and all the competitors had an 
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enjoyable weekend. Richard Shinkfield in the Fiat X19 sports sedan was easily 

the quickest car in the field and Richard was very happy with the personal best 

times he posted. He did, however have some significant reliability issues and 

finished only two of the four races of the weekend. This made it pretty easy for 

me to do a "Steven Bradbury" and sneak home for a few wins. 

Rob Robson performed well over the weekend but had to leave early on Sun-

day to get back to Mackay, which gifted second place for the weekend to An-

gus Saunders. Zeke Halasz is rapidly coming to terms with the supercharged 

Alfetta, and is posting some rapid lap times. Unfortunately he had a problem 

with a delaminating tyre in qualifying and missed the first race which didn't 

help his overall result for the weekend. John Anderson is also getting used to 

the Alfetta sedan and had a great battle with Stefano Belluomini in the Fiat 131 

until the rear engine mount failed disastrously during the third race. All the 

results are on the “Resulti” page. 

Interclub Championship Round 5 – None of our members participated in this 

event in Warwick – partly due to the date clash with the Italian Challenge race 

event.  

Interclub Championship Round 6 – The magazine deadline gremlin has struck 

again. Results will be available on the website, along with the year’s results to 

date..  

Upcoming Events 

 

Alfacomp Rd 9 Supersprint Round 4 - Saturday/Sunday 13th/14th August at 

Morgan Park, Warwick. This consists of 6 to 8 timed 3 or 4 lap runs of one of 

the various Morgan Park configurations. Pre-registration is mandatory for this 

series 

 

Alfacomp Round 6 Sprint + Regularity – Saturday August 27th at Lakeside Race-

way. This has been re-scheduled from June 4th and is an Open Sprint starting 

at 12 noon (3x6 lap timed runs). Pre-registration is recommended. To enter 

follow the link to the QR website  Cost $175 https://

www.qldraceways.com.au/secure/members/login.php  

 

Interclub Championship Rd 7 – Saturday August 27th at the Lakeside DTC. 

Khanacross hosted by the Lotus Club. 

 

Alfacomp Round 10 Shannons Italian Challenge Race Series Round 3 – Satur-

day/Sunday September 10th/11th at Lakeside Raceway. Round 3 of a 3 round 

series open to all Italian marque cars 

 

Alfacomp Round 11 FOIM Regularity – Sunday September 11th at Lakeside 

Raceway - Regularity event open to all road registered and race cars. Consists 

of qualifying plus three competitive runs.  

For any further information on any of the above events, contact the Competi-

tion Secretary at competition@arocaqld.com or on 0413122839 

 

 

See you at the track 

Mark Jackson 
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G’day, just call me Baz, everyone else does . . . . . .  
 
When I was 17 I joined the RAAF, got to work on F-111s, travel 
the world, and bought my first car. Like most, young mechanically 
minded men I pulled it apart and put it back together more times 
than was probably good for it, and bought all the usual car mags 
to see what “go fast” tricks I could find for it. 
With an engineering background my choice was WHEELS, as it 
seemed to have the most credibility and sensibility at the time. 
Within the pages, in the back I came across an unexpected treas-
ure, a column called “Dirty Wheels” by George Ambrose. Now 
George was a Mechanic of “the old school”, where if you couldn’t 
fix it with a hammer or a cold chisel it didn’t belong in a car, and 
don’t forget, this was a time where the most advanced piece of 
kit in any car was the cassette deck, so quite an appropriate atti-
tude for the time. 
The stories of workshop humour, screw ups and Murphy’s Law 
running havoc used to have me in fits of uncontrollable laughter, 
and when you are working on an aircraft designed by the Marquis 
de Sade of Aeronautical Engineering, kept me sane too. 
 
It is with Georges wisdom, wit and humour in mind that I dedi-
cate this column to, where ever you are George, thanks. 
 
So, what do I write about first? Something simple, something 
easy, something that all 156 owners will appreciate ... Cup Hold-
ers or the lack there of! 
Ever since buying "Ruby" (my 2000 156 Sedan), I have to admit, 
my only legitimate complaint has been the lack of a cup holder, 
or anywhere to put one. When mentioning this to my beloved 
she retorted: 
"Of course there's no drink holder, you’re not supposed to be 
drinking in an ALFA ROMEO, you’re supposed to drive it like the 
leather clad exotic sports pleasure it is, then pull over to an ex-
quisite Italian roadside café & wine & dine your gorgeous wife on 
Pasta & Vino while watching the beautiful scenery." 
She's right, of course, bless her soul.  
 
But unfortunately I suffer a medical condition where I need to 
take in fluids constantly, so a drink holder is a must. After search-
ing the net, the only item I could find that was suitable was this at 
$80 on e-bay, and on my budget this was an outrage. 
So I trotted down to my local SuperCheap and picked up two SCA 
Air Vent drink holders, discarded the air vent clips, bolted them 
back to back & then used Velcro to fix them in place in between 
the seats.  

 
If you’re not convinced Velcro is enough to hold them in place, 
remove the rubber insert from the accessory holder in between 
the seats & using long self tapping screws, screw them into the 
centre of the accessory slot. That way you can remove it in the 
future & replace the rubber insert & leave no marks.     
All for the bargain basement price of $15 

I had to laugh though, a week after making these up I was doing an 
adjustment & calibration for a gentleman on his daughters 2000 156 
Selespeed. Just as I was finishing, his daughter turned up, 19yr old, 
coffee clenching Uni-Student.  
 
I said to her, "come over to my car, I have something to show you that 
you will love". Both of them came over & I told them to look between 
the front seats. 
With eyes almost popping out of head & grinning like the Joker, she 
grabbed dads arm, shook it hard & exclaimed, "DAD, LOOK, CUP HOLD-
ERS!!"  
Dad on the other hand, with a resigned look upon his face, just sighed, 
pulled out his notepad & pen, and softly asked, "How much & where?" 
When I told him $15 from SuperCheap it was his turn for once to have 
eyes open wide and a huge smile on his face. 
 
Makes it all worthwhile, don't it. 
If necessity is the mother of invention, then surely desperation is the 
father of it, for I have seen men with a necessity be very clever, yet 
wondered at how the desperate are driven to be downright bloody 
brilliant! - Baz 

DIRTY WHEELS PART II by baz 
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Somewhere in Croatia we are sure Tony was thinking of 
us, as 10 cars and 16 Alfisti gathered at Oxley. We pro-
ceeded up the motorway to Warrego and Brisbane Valley 
Highways, travelling through Fernvale, Lowood, Bright-
view, Plainlands and Laidley for a comfort stop. Continu-

ing on via Grandchester and Rosewood to the Girls Coffee 
Bar in Marburg. Weather was crisp, skies cloudy but all 
seemed to enjoy the experience, as it all just flowed 
smoothly, much to our surprise. 

JUNE MID WEEK DRIVE photos & report by rob & shirley grant  
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GLASSHOUSE 

MOUNTAINS RUN 
photos darryl green  
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SPICERS HIDDEN VALE  photos by darryl bell, rosanette du toit   

 

 

By all reports the "President's Run" out through the 
Lockyer Valley to Spicer's Hidden Vale resort was 
enjoyed by all with the scenery, the weather and 
the restaurant all putting on great performances, as 

I'm sure did the Alfa Romeos.  Whether you were 
there, or just want to see what you missed out on, 
check out the  gallery on the club web site - ed. 

http://www.arocaqld.com/cms/pageDisplay.php?module=custom&type=madgallery&action=showAlbum&albID=90
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It's almost a year since the photograph below was taken as 
John was on his way home after his first AROCA run, to Bin-
na Burra, and the Alfa is still going strong. The same cannot 
be said for the backdrop to the shot, as John reports: 
My 156 is parked outside a very old dairy on Beechmont 
Road.  It was a day of mixed emotions. My new friends at 
AROCA were warm, friendly and welcoming. Joining your 
club has been a very good decision as everyone is great.  On 
the other hand, on that Sunday run, seeing Rankin's dairy 
closed and in disuse was an all too vivid reminder of my 
past career as a dairy cattle veterinary consultant. Every 
month I would park my 4WD right where my 156 is in the 
photo and spend 3-4 hours with this farmer.  He was one of 
the most efficient farmers in Qld and like 1300 of his peers, 
his farm was forced into closure by 2003, leaving only about 
400 farms left in Qld. The closure was a result of a federal 
government decision to deregulate the Australian dairy 
industry, and was the first step towards supermarket con-
trol of milk pricing and $1 per litre milk.  In the near future 
Qld will not produce enough fresh milk to meet require-
ments. Like the farms, my dairy business closed by the end 
of 2003.  So more than a decade had passed between when 
I last parked my Prado and then when I parked the 156.   
 

WHEN THE COWS DON'T COME HOME 

Club member John Ryan gets out and about to many club 
events in his Alfa 156. In fact, it recently clocked up an im-
portant milestone on the way to join the Spicers Hidden Vale 
run: 

by john ryan 
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CLUB NIGHT bernie campbell 

After four weeks north of Cairns on Cape York 
Peninsular I have managed to find my way 
back to Brisbane and Club Night. I want to 
thank both Jude and Peter for standing in for 
me during my absence. I believe that the State 
of Origin night was well attended . 
  
For our August Club Night  (August 10th) I  
have organised a visit to the “Qld Motorsport 
Museum” at Ipswich. The Museum has a large 
display of cars that have motorsport connec-
tions including rally cars, sedans, sports cars, 
open wheelers, speedway cars and motor-
bikes,drag cars etc. There is also an extensive 
collection of models, photographs and other 
memorabilia. 
  
The Museum is located in the Ipswich City 
Square, Nicolas Street , Ipswich and free off 
street parking is available in the centre car 
park. Pizza and drinks will be supplied by the 
Club but there will be a $7.50 entry fee 
charged by the Museum. Please assemble 
from 6.30 pm  for a 7.00 pm start.Traffic to 
Ipswich that night should not be a problem as 
it will be the Ekka public holiday in Brisbane 
that day. A map with directions for access to 
the carpark will be included with your maga-
zine. 
  
Ciao, 
Bernie 
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MEMBERI colin densley 

 
Welcome to new members this month: 
 
Tony and Nikki Roffey with Sofia and Amelie 
and their 2006 Red 2ltr GT. 
 
And Luke Simiana with an Alfa 75 Twin Spark 
which he is turning into a track car. 
 
So far we have 167 members that have re-
newed with another 79 for me to chase up. 
 
Last month I included a few photographs from 
our WA trip.  This month I have a couple of 
Garry and Maryanne Brown who accompanied 
us on the trip.   
 
They however, left us near Exmouth and drove 
across the centre of Australia while we stayed 
on the black stuff and went back via the Nulla-
bour. 
 
While the centre is supposed to be dry, they 
encountered mud, flooded creeks several kilo-
metres wide and a couple of ruined tyres.  But 
that’s another story.  I will try to convince Gar-
ry to put pen to paper as it would be a good 
yarn. 

Cape Le Grand 

Ayr Sailean 

The Alfa Nissan 
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07 3855 1644 
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For latest information please visit http://
alfesta2017.alfaclubvic.org.au/ 
or email alfesta2017@alfaclubvic.org.au 
 
Bookings for the Spirit of Tasmania will be available via a 
special link, providing a disconted rate, shortly. 
We encourage members to make a booking as soon as possi-
ble - the earlier it is the cheaper it will be. Easter is a very 
busy time and there are often double sailings - day or night.  
 
Alfesta will be based at the Country Club in the city of 
Launceston staying at the Country Club Villas. http://
www.countryclubtasmania.com.au/ 

Just before I rattle off this update, when I checked 
Weatherzone tonight, the prediction for Stanthorpe is -
3°.  At our block of rock, probably a balmy 2° (usually 
about 4 – 5°  warmer than in the town).  
  
However, we’re escaping Brisbane on Saturday morn-
ing for the rock, heading back Sunday afternoon.  Will 
be cramming in as much as possible – Classic motorcy-
cle racing at Carnell Park, socialising, eating, drinking 
wine, checking venues for our October weekend and, as 
freaky as it may sound, we’ve already taste-tested a 
possible venue for 2017, but will have to visit on many 
more occasions just to confirm that it is OK.  180 clas-
sic bikes competing at the Carnell Park track, so  War-
wick, Stanthorpe and Tenterfield are booked out this 
weekend.   Bookings are rolling in for October, so grab 
your accommodation as it will also be a busy time of 
year…Spring and all that! 
 
By the way, threw in the -3° as it has been suggested 
that in 2017, it might be a nice change to revert to our 
previous format of  a “Brass Monkey Weather” week-
end – give us your thoughts, as the Granite Belt throws 
on four very spectacular seasons, all very different and 
well worth a visit.  

 
NOW, the most important information for the moment 
– I have made our normal block booking at the Apple 
and Grape Motel (www.appleandgrape.com.au) and our 
hosts, Steve, Helen and Margaret ask that you contact 
them direct on 07- 4681 1288 or ad-
min@appleandgrape.com.au as these rooms  will not 
show on their internet booking system, & quote Alfa 
weekend to obtain your special rates. 
 
Please phone or email both Garry and Jude to advise 
that you’re attending so we have live-updates on num-
bers for all catering venues.  Also, please advise of any 
special dietary requirements.  
Closer to time, we will contact all attendees to confirm 
meal options so we can advise our hosts. 

Stanthorpe 
Food and Wine Weekend14th – 16th October 2016  

Garry Spowart 
P    07-3266 9354 
M    0419 709 416 
E    treasurer@arocaqld.com 

Jude Vaughan   
P    07-3394 2517 
M    0412 942 517 
E    vetschoice@optusnet.com.au  

http://alfesta2017.alfaclubvic.org.au/
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EVENTI 

 AUGUST 2016 
Wed 10 Members, Club Night - Qld Motor Sport Museum, Ipswich  

Sat 13 Alfacomp Rd 9 Supersprint Round 4 (day 1) - Morgan Park Raceway, Warwick 

Sun 14 Alfacomp Rd 9 Supersprint Round 4 (day 2) - Morgan Park Raceway, Warwick 

Wed 24 September Magazine Deadline  

Sat 27 Alfacomp Round 6 Sprint + Regularity  - Lakeside Raceway, Dakabin 

Sat 27 Interclub championship Rd 8 - Lakeside Driver Training Circuit 

Sun 28 2016 Peak's Crossing Charity Day - Peak's Crossing 

 SEPTEMBER 2016 
Sat 10 Alfacomp Rd 10 Shannons Italian Challenge Race Series Round 3 (Day 1) - Lakeside Raceway, Dakabin 

Sun 11 Alfacomp Rd 10 Shannons Italian Challenge Race Series Round 3 (Day 2) - Lakeside Raceway, Dakabin 

Sun 11 Festival of Italian Motorsport - Lakeside Raceway, Dakabin 

Sun 11 Alfacomp Round 11 FOIM Regularity - Lakeside Raceway, Dakabin 

Wed 14 Club Night (AGM) - Shannon's, West End 

Sun 18 V8 Supercars Sandown 500 - Melbourne 

Wed 21 October Magazine Deadline 

Sat 24 Kilcoy Classics on Wheels - Kilcoy 
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 NOVEMBER 2016 
Sat 5  Alfacomp Round 13 Sprint + Regularity - Lakeside Raceway, Dakabin 

Wed 9  Member's Club Night - Shannons, West End 

Sun 20 Gold Coast Hinterland Run - Gold Coast Hinterland 

Wed 23 December Magazine Deadline - -- 

Sat 26 Alfacomp Round 14 Sprint + Regularity - Lakeside Raceway, Dakabin 

Sun 27 Interclub Championship Rd 9 - Motorkhana, Willowbank  

Sun 27 V8 Supercars Coates Hire Sydney 500 - Sydney 

 OCTOBER 2016 
Sun 2  Alfacomp Round 12 Sprint + Regularity - Queensland Raceway, Willowbank 

Sun 9  Supercheap Auto Bathurst 1000 - Mt Panorama 

Wed 12 Members' Club Night - Bocce Courts - Newmarket 

Fri 14 Stanthorpe Weekend Day 1 - Stanthorpe and Environs 

Sat 15 Stanthorpe Weekend Day 2 - Stanthorpe and Environs 

Sun 16 Stanthorpe Weekend Day 3 - Stanthorpe and Environs 

Sun 23 V8 Supercars Castrol Gold Coast 600 - Gold Coast 

Sun 23 Garage Day at JH Classics - Yatala 

Wed 26 November Magazine Deadline - -- 

 DECEMBER 2016 
Sat 3  Interclub Championship Trophy Presentation - TBA 

Sun 4  Christmas Party - TBA 

AUGUST/SEPT EVENT HIGHLIGHTS 
  
Wed August 10 - Club Night at Qld Motorsport Museum - Ipswich City Square. See Club Night page for 

details. 

 

Sun September 11 - Festival of Italian Motorsport at Lakeside.  Happy Laps for brekkie, the show ‘n shine 

during the day and competition all day.  
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RISULTATI 
 

ALFACOMP 2016 POINTSCORE OVERALL 

 S/S Spr Reg Spr Reg Race S/S Spr Reg S/S Race S/S Race Reg Spr Reg Spr Reg 

 1 1 1 2 2 1 2 3 3 3 2 4 3 4 4 5 5 6 

Mark Jackson 20 10 8 16 20 16 11   11 20        

Serge Oberhauser 10 8 10 14 12 0 12   12 0        

John Coleman 14 0 0 0 0 9 20   16 0        

Jason Wishart 16 0 0 0 0 0 16   20 0        

Charles Webb 8 0 0 10 12 0 9   10 0        

Jenny Mitropoulos 7 0 0 9 11 0 7   8 0        

Doug Stonehouse 11 0 0 0 0 0 14   14 0        

Ken Percival 12 0 0 0 0 12 8   0 0        

Graeme Berry 6 7 7 0 0 0 6   6 0        

Peter Parianos 0 0 0 20 11 0 0   0 0        

Peter Salmon 0 0 0 16 9 0 0   5 0        

Ferris Lee 9 0 0 0 0 0 10   9 0        

Zeke Asha Halasz 0 0 0 0 0 14 0   0 12        

Angus Saunders 0 0 0 0 0 11 0   0 14        

Steve Bowdery 0 0 0 14 10 0 0   0 0        

Rob Robson 0 0 0 0 0 7 0   0 16        

Joel O'Farrell 0 0 0 0 0 20 0   0 0        

John Anderson 0 0 0 0 0 8 0   0 11        

Alan Broadhurst 0 0 0 0 0 0 7   7 0        

Brent Hampstead 0 0 0 0 0 10 0   0 0        
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1 Lotus Club Qld. 20 20 19 17 19     95 

2 Porsche Club Qld. 17 17 16 20 20     90 

3 MG Car Club Qld 18 19 20 15 14     86 

4 Z Car Club 15 13 11 16 16     71 

5 MX5 Car Club 0 15 17 18 17     67 

6 NDSCC 14 14 12 13 13     66 

7 Holden Sporting Car Club Qld. 19 18 18 0 0     55 

8 BMW Car Club Qld. 0 16 14 19 0     49 

9 Club 86 16 0 15 0 18     49 

10 Triumph Sports Owners Assoc Q. 0 11 13 14 0     38 

11 Alfa Romeo Owners Club Qld. 13 0 0 12 0     25 

12 WRX Club  0 0 0 0 15     15 

13 MR2 Club 0 12 0 0 0     12 

14 Sprite Club Qld 0 0 0 0 0     0 
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 Italian Challenge Round 2 - Lakeside Raceway 9th/10th July 2016 

Reg Spr Reg  Total Total Best Alfacomp Sprint Reg  S/S Race 

6 6 7  Events Points Events Points     

    9 132 8 132 26 28 42 36 

    7 78 7 78 22 22 34 0 

    4 59 4 59 0 0 50 9 

    3 52 3 52 0 0 52 0 

    5 49 5 49 10 12 27 0 

    5 42 5 42 9 11 22 0 

    3 39 3 39 0 0 39 0 

    3 32 3 32 0 0 20 12 

    5 32 5 32 7 7 18 0 

    2 31 2 31 20 11 0 0 

    3 30 3 30 16 9 5 0 

    3 28 3 28 0 0 28 0 

    2 26 1 26 0 0 0 26 

    2 25 1 25 0 0 0 25 

    2 24 2 24 14 10 0 0 

    2 23 1 23 0 0 0 23 

    1 20 1 20 0 0 0 20 

    2 19 1 19 0 0 0 19 

    2 14 2 14 0 0 14 0 

    1 10 1 10 0 0 0 10 

 DRIVER CAR Model CC's Qual Race Best Race Best Race Best Race Best TOTAL TOTAL SERIES 

      1 Lap 2 Lap 3 Lap 4 Lap Rd2  Rd1 TOTAL 

1st Mark Jackson Alfa Romeo Alfetta GTV 2000cc 61.99 20 63.11 16 62.77 20 63.19 20 62.96 76 55 131 

1st Richard Shinkfield Fiat X19 2000ccT 59.01 0 58.44 20 57.32 0 58.37 11 63.89 31 100 131 

3rd Angus Saunders Alfa Romeo 75 Sedan 2000cc 66.64 14 66.85 12 65.67 14 65.86 14 67.67 54 43 97 

4th Zeke Asha Halasz Alfa Romeo Alfetta GTV 2000ccS 66.59 0 DNS 11 63.97 12 65.96 16 64.88 39 43 82 

5th Maika Ter Horst Fiat 124 2000cc DNS 0 DNS 0 DNS 0 DNS 0 DNS 0 80 80 

6th Joel O'Farrell Alfa Romeo Alfetta GTV 2000cc DNS 0 DNS 0 DNS 0 DNS 0 DNS 0 68 68 

7th Stafano Belluomini Fiat 131 2000cc 75.29 12 70.23 10 69.44 11 70.71 12 70.98 45 6 51 

8th Rob Robson Alfa Romeo Alfetta GTV6 3200cc 66.54 16 65.48 14 65.36 16 65.74 0 DNS 46 0 46 

9th Ken Percival Alfa Romeo GT Junior 2000cc DNS 0 DNS 0 DNS 0 DNS 0 DNS 0 46 46 

10th Brent Hampstead Alfa Romeo Sprint 2000cc DNS 0 DNS 0 DNS 0 DNS 0 DNS 0 32 32 

11th John Anderson Alfa Romeo Alfetta  2000cc 73.03 11 70.97 9 69.82 0 70.74 0 DNS 20 11 31 

12th John Coleman Alfa Romeo Alfetta GTV6 3200cc DNS 0 DNS 0 DNS 0 DNS 0 DNS 0 23 23 
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The Classifieds sections of the Club magazine and 
Club website provide the opportunity to seek, sell or 
swap Alfa Romeo related items. This is a free service 
to both members and non-members, provided the 
classified is of a non-commercial nature. 

Classifieds selling or seeking services are not accept-
ed. Please contact the Committee Member responsi-
ble for magazine advertising 
(advertising@arocaqld.com) to place these type of 
notices in the Club magazine. 

To submit a new classified, visit the Club website 
(www.arocaqld.com), click on the “Classifieds” menu 
button and select “Submit an Advert” from the drop-
down list. Complete the online form, making sure 
you fill in all the mandatory fields.  

Your classified can be up to 6,500 characters long 
and you may also upload one digital image. The 
image must be in .JPG format and be less than 1Mb 
in size. Please check the spelling and punctuation of 
your classified before clicking on the “Submit” 
button.  

If you experience any problems submitting your 
classified online, please contact the Classifieds Editor 
(Phone: 0403 878 749 or email: classi-
fieds@arocaqld.com). A classified will remain listed 
for three months unless the classified owner re-
quests otherwise.  

To request a change to an existing classified or to 
cancel an existing classified, visit the Club website 
(www.arocaqld.com), click on the “Classifieds” menu 
button and select “Change/Cancel Advert” from the 
drop-down list. Complete and submit the online 
form.  

Advertisements may be edited or removed from the 
magazine or website at any time by the Club.  

AROCA (QLD) takes no responsibility for the contents 
of any advertisement nor any statements implied or 
expressed by advertisers.  

Under Queensland law, registered vehicles offered 
for sale must have a current and valid Safety Certifi-
cate available for perusal by prospective purchasers 
from the time the vehicle is offered for sale. Failure 
to do so may result in prosecution by State authori-
ties. No classifieds will be published if they include 
"RWC/Safety Certificate on sale" or similar state-
ments. 

CLASSIFICATO 
 

Wanted Alfa 105 I'm interested in buying a 105, 
ideally 1750 but will consider other variants. Good 
mechanically with body work that may need to 
work and will also consider vehicles with no Safety 
Certificate/Roadworthy. | $Negotiable | Contact: 
Neil, 0455 095697, 
neil.mcdonnell1964@gmail.com (Expires: Aug 22) 
 
For Sale Alfa Romeo Mito Sport [View Photo] 
Excellent condition. 2009 model. Only 26,000km! 
Black. Grey and black cloth upholstery as new con-
dition. Sunroof. Only one lady owner selling due to 
interstate transfer. | $12,500 negotiable | Contact: 
Susan, 0419020603, hawesfam@bigpond.net.au 
(Expires: Oct 13) 

 
For Sale Unfinished Alfasud Project  
1983 Alfasud 1.5 Ti Clover Leaf, bought in March 
2015 from Michael Gallety as a project, ready for 
under coat. New 35mm lower springs, many new 
bushes, front Koni's, rear adjustable Spax, damage 
to rear passenger wheel arch cut out and welded. 
Removed from car: 1/2 roll cage, rear seats, rear 
parcel shelf, lights front rear. All parts supplied 
plus the mechanicals from a 1.7L Alfa 33 and also 
the mechanicals from a Sprint plus lots and lots of 
new and second hand parts including a rare sump 
guard. | $3,000 | Contact: David, 0468 301 946, 
dacampbell_@iprimus.com.au (Expires: Oct 23) 
 
For Sale 2009 Spider 2.2l Selespeed Roadster  
Purchased March 2009 from Alfa Brisbane, Dia-
mante grey metallic paint, cloth electric roof with 
Black leather upholstery. Only done 31,534ks from 
new. Based in Brisbane. | $ 34,000 | Contact: 
Mike, 0401 540108, bluestarplaster-
ing@hotmail.com (Expires: Oct 6) 
 
For Sale 75 Panels [View Photo] 
If you are thinking of campaigning a 75 series or 
just want to be sure of having spare panels on 
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hand if required, here is a chance to buy some at an 
affordable price. All doors, left and right front guards, 
bonnet and rear bumper at the same one price for any 
item. Take your pick or take them all. All items are red in 
colour and in good condition. If you buy the lot, I can 
deliver them for free anywhere in the Bisbane metro. | 
$75 each | Contact: Mike, 07 3273 5372, (Expires: Sep 21) 

 
For Sale Alfa spider 2004 Lusso 2 litre  
89,995Klms. Black with red leather. Overall the vehicle is 
in very good condition. Always garaged. Modified exhaust 
system has improved the car. All services done in accord-
ance with handbook. Have records. Registered until Sep-
tember. For the price, this Lusso is a bargain. Happy to 
discuss . | $8,900 | Contact: Roy, 0407033431, 
Golfgray@hotmail.com (Expires: Sep 20) 
 
For Sale Alfa GTV Coupe  
One owner 120K red classic car featured in the movie 
Looking for Alibrandi. | $10,000 | Contact: Richard, 
0411864699, richardc@wwbrisbane.com (Expires: Sep 
15) 
 
For Sale Guilia Super Parts  
Lots Guilia Super parts: 15inch original wheels, doors, 
boot lid, bonnet, dash, seats etc. Phone for details. Mov-
ing, so must clear! | $offers | Contact: Paul, 0411 592 
175m - 07 5524 4885w - 07 5524 2203h, bearyoungi-
e2@aapt.net.au (Expires: Sep 12) 
 
For Sale 147 Twin Spark Selespeed [View Photo] 
The car is in excellent condition and runs extremely well. 
It underwent a full service and professional clean in May 
and had two new tyres fitted. It comes with a full service 
history (log book),a current Safety Certificate (issued in 
May 2016) and rego up to November 2016. With low 
mileage of 88,000 km, this car represents great value. 18" 
factory made alloy wheels, new tyres (May-16), ABS 
brakes, multi zone climate control air conditioning, cruise 

control, leather steering wheel and gear knob, central 
locking, power windows. | $7,500 | Contact: Paul, 
0432467460, pdoherty212@gmail.com (Expires: Aug 31) 

 
For Sale Alfa 75 Alloy Wheels and Parts  
A set of 4 x 17 inch alloy wheels suitable for an Alfa 75 
etc. Scruffy, but straight, no gouges etc, can be used 
immediately. Perfect for track days. Wheels located in 
Scarborough QLD 4020. Also many other Alfa 75 3 litre 
parts-including plenum chamber, 3 litre badge, floor 
carpet in black in good condition, carpet set, rear parcel 
shelf, door trims, etc. | $200 (wheels) - other parts nego-
tiable. | Contact: Brian, 0426139996, kirand-
costa.kd@gmail.com (Expires: Aug 1) 
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FINALE 
 

PER SEMPRE ALFA 
Next issue: September 2016    Deadline: 24 August 

Groan Up - Noun. Someone 
who tells Dad jokes (like this 
one). 

 






