
 

 



 

 



 

 PER SEMPRE ALFA   |   1 

Public Liability Insurance:  It is a requirement of the Office of Fair Trading that the 
Management Committee advises the members of the club and other interested 
parties that the club holds Public Liability Insurance. This insurance is affected 
through the club’s affiliation with CAMS. Details of this insurance policy can be 
found in the CAMS 2014/15 Insurance Program Handbook which is available 
through the CAMS website. 
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EDITORIALE darryl green 

fter the 40th anniversary dinner we are 
all looking back (see elsewhere in this 
edition) and with the survey results 
collated, looking at what members 
want from the club in the future. Our 
expectations do seem to have changed 
a little over the years, as I was reminisc-
ing with President Pete.. 

President Pete, in his column last month: "I remem-
ber Robyn-Ann and I raising our two children James 
and Elizabeth in a non-air conditioned Ford Laser..." 

Editor Darryl: "A Ford Laser, you say - you were lucky 
- there were 23 of us living in t' shoebox in t' middle 
o' road." 

President Pete: "I only said Ford Laser because I 
couldn't stand the shame - truth to tell it was a Capri 
Convertible - how we would have loved a cardboard 
box - especially when it was raining." 

Editor Darryl: "Oh. Our shoebox didn't have t' lid - we 
had to take turns to shelter at night under an old 
newspaper. When we got up in t' morning we had 
only a crust of bread to eat..." 

President Pete: "A crust of bread in the morning? We 
had to get up half an hour before we went to bed, 
grab a handful of gravel to eat, then work 25 hours a 
day down t' mill." 

Editor Darryl: "And you try telling young people that 
today - they won't believe you." 

President Pete: "They won't - they won't even believe 
that the Capri didn't have cup holders." 

(Apologies to Monty Python) 

The lack of inbuilt cup holders in cars wasn’t down to 
any lack of technology – a bit of research shows that 
a Mr Holden patented a cup holder in 1905, but it 
doesn’t seem to have been intended for vehicular 
use. While Lockheed took out a patent for a perma-
nently fitted folding cup holder (intended for various 
forms of transport, including aircraft) in 1955, it isn’t 
until a 1983 patent for a collapsible version that we 
see the now ubiquitous device that retracts into the 
dash. 

Several somewhat more important technologies also 
took a long time to make it into motor vehicles and 
even longer to become commonplace. 

THIS PATENT HAS EXPIRED – SO FEEL 
FREE TO BUILD YOUR OWN. 

 

Wheelmate: A great accessory if you live in your car? 

http://www.steering-wheel-ipad.com 

Alfa Tipo 33 H tube chassis was very strong 

Mercedes crash testing helped develop the safety cell 

Google gesture control patent 

An early cupholder patent 

40 years of patent stupidity... 
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Automotive innovation continues to the current 
day – a quick patent search reveals many exciting 
new developments, perhaps appearing in your 
driveway soon: 

Google have laid claim to controlling vehicular func-
tions using gestures. It isn’t clear how the system 
will respond to the gesture Alfa 75 drivers make 
when winding the window down (this involves rais-
ing the second finger to the switch on the roof con-
sole), or to an animated Italian conversation 
(https://www.google.com.au/patents/
US20130261871) but shifting the onus from the 
driver trying to guess what the symbols on the con-
trols mean to the controls trying to guess what the 
gestures mean has to be a win for humankind. 

Then there are the inventors still struggling with 
the first law of thermodynamics and coming up 
with such gems as roof mounted wind generators 
to recharge the batteries of a moving electric vehi-
cle (https://www.google.com.au/patents/
US8253262). What is mystifying is why this, and 
each of at least half a dozen similar patents, has 
been granted in the last decade. A little research 
shows that Christian Stoeckert invented a similar 
device (http://www.google.com/patents/
US3876925)  back in 1975 (this patent has expired – 
so feel free to build your own). 

Finally there are the various attempts to patent the 
obvious – just to make sure nobody else does and 
tries to charge a royalty for it. Ford has recently laid 
exclusive claim to putting a touch screen on a steer-
ing wheel (https://www.google.com.au/patents/
US20140371987) which I’m sure the many happy 
users of this device: http://www.steering-wheel-
ipad.com/  will assist in having declared invalid. The 
genuine (wink) user testimonials on the stories tab 
are well worth a read. Should you want a product 
you really can buy, Amazon has the Wheelmate 
(http://www.amazon.com/AutoExec-Wheelmate-
Steering-Attachable-Surface/dp/B00E1D1GY6)  - 
don’t miss the customer Q&A and reviews (possibly 
not real customers)! 

We will have to wait and see if any automotive ad-
vancements appear in the new Giulia (see news 
pages). Lets hope Alfa Romeo manages to empha-
sise those Alfa Romeo qualities of handling and 
style, but also manages to tick all the feature boxes 
- including having decent cup holders, and really 
does build a car suitable for the whole family. 

Bring on the future 

Darryl... 

 

Anti-lock brakes were first introduced on aircraft (as 
early as 1929) – with the evolved form of this mechani-
cal system being trialled on a Royal Enfield motorbike 
(apparently with some success) in 1958 as well as being 
available on the Jensen FF in 1960. The second genera-
tion of the Mercedes/Bosch ABS was introduced in 
1978, and availability spread from luxury vehicles to 
the mainstream over the next decade. ABS has been 
mandatory in Europe since 2007. 

And while, when considering vehicle safety, people 
often think first of airbags, the safety cell is a more 
fundamental feature. Airbags don’t help unless the 
passenger compartment remains reasonably intact. 
Béla Barényi at Mercedes designed and patented many 
important features that are fundamental to vehicle 
crashworthiness. The W111 Mercedes of 1959 pio-
neered passive vehicle safety in the form of crumple 
zones and a strong safety cell. This was refined further 
for the W116 S-class, introduced in 1972. 

Volvo, another brand associated with crash protection, 
introduced the 3-point seatbelt in 1959 and by the 80s 
they had a well established reputation for putting safe-
ty first. A 1990 TV advertisement showing a monster 
truck driving over vehicles and crushing all of them 
except for a Volvo 240 wagon dented this reputation 
somewhat when it was shown that the wagon had 
been strengthened especially for the advertisement. 
Volvo’s reputation bounced back and was reinforced 
when, after a woman died in a rollover of the now infa-
mous Ford Explorer, her family’s lawyers showed that 
she would most likely have survived had the Explorer 
been built to the standards to which Volvo (a Ford sub-
sidiary at that time) designed and built the XC90, rather 
than to the far less stringent US government mandated 
rules which Ford applied to the Explorer. 

Alfa Romeo doesn’t get much of a mention as an inno-
vator in road car safety, although of course they have 
consistently had a very high level of dynamic safety, in  
the form of excellent handling and braking. Alfa also 
showed a commendable level of concern for driver 
protection in racing – The Alfa T33’s tubular H chassis 
was very strong in an impact, and continued to be used 
despite the weight penalty, reputedly for this reason. 
Alfa Romeo also attempted to promote the use of not 
just rubber fuel cells (mounted inside those big tubes) 
but a system that would render fuel inert by mixing 
with a Halon liquid when the tank was punctured. This 
carried a significant weight and fuel capacity penalty, 
so needed to be made a part of the rules to be viable in 
a competition vehicle. It was rejected at the time, but 
fuel cells eventually became required in F1 in 1970 
(Halon has since been banned for some of its less desir-
able properties). 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com.au/patents/US20130261871
https://www.google.com.au/patents/US20130261871
https://www.google.com.au/patents/US8253262
https://www.google.com.au/patents/US8253262
http://www.google.com/patents/US3876925
http://www.google.com/patents/US3876925
https://www.google.com.au/patents/US20140371987
https://www.google.com.au/patents/US20140371987
http://www.steering-wheel-ipad.com/
http://www.steering-wheel-ipad.com/
http://www.amazon.com/AutoExec-Wheelmate-Steering-Attachable-Surface/dp/B00E1D1GY6
http://www.amazon.com/AutoExec-Wheelmate-Steering-Attachable-Surface/dp/B00E1D1GY6
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PRESIDENTE peter mathews 

N 
 
ow you either love or hate Jeremy Clarkson!  No journalist or entertainer I know has the 
ability to polarise opinions quite like Clarkson.  Some say he talks crap, others say he is a 
genius.  One thing no one can deny is that he is very entertaining.   Oh, and did I mention 
that he just happens to be a bit biased towards Alfas.  He was the one who many years ago 
said, “every driver has to own an Alfa Romeo once in their life”. 
Now for those of you who read the Weekend Australian you wouldn’t miss p15 of the 6 
June edition when Clarkson wrote up the 4C.  The headline was “Six stars, but don’t drive 
it!” Apart from the usual negatives that he just has to find in every car, such as not being 
able to get out of the car (probably more to do with his fitness rather than the car), the 
following paragraph epitomises the marque: 
 
“I may not have enjoyed getting out of the Alfa very much but I loved getting into it because 
it’s just so exciting to drive a car that has a mind of its own.  I’ve driven a few vehicles that 
made me happy but none of them even gets close to this.  It’s a wonderful little package of 
deep, deep joy!” 
 
That said, I guess it describes the joy we all get when we drive our Alfas.  He goes on to say: 
 
“Every other vehicle with its perfect refinement and its perfect electrics and its perfectly 
adjustable suspension cannot help but feel like a machine.  Whereas the Alfa with its flaws 
and its tendency to go where it wants, feels human……….I completely adored it.” 
 
What a great night we all enjoyed at our 40th Anniversary Dinner at the Brisbane Club! Forty 
years is a real landmark for any Club or business, and our Club is growing from strength to 
strength with record membership and a variety of exciting activities and events that is sure 
to keep the Alfa Romeo marque and all its traditions very much alive and celebrated.   
The vitality and strength of the Club is a testament to its members and the many hard 
working committee members over those 40 years.  We were entertained by our guest Kevin 
Bartlett who regaled us with his entertaining stories of his many successes in the Alfa Ro-
meo marque, and we were fortunate to have a recording from our Patron John French, who 
was just released from hospital following back surgery.  We wish you a very speedy recov-
ery John. 
The evening was a celebration of past members right back from the first meeting, with 
Laurie Jones, Rob and Shirley Grant, Tony and Di Poulos, and Peter Krespanis representinh 
this august group.  We also had many past Presidents in attendance, Peter Krespanis, Rob 
Grant, Bernie Campbell, John Henneken, Steve Jones, Colin Densley, Ken Percival, Ian Hy-
land, Tony Vaughan, Mark Jackson, and Brent Hampstead. 
Bernie Campbell, Rob Grant and Laurie Jones shared some of the highlights from the last 
forty years with us.  I was very pleased to present life memberships to Jude and Tony 
Vaughan and Mark Jackson who have worked tirelessly for many years for the club in a 
variety of roles.  
We held a fun auction of memorabilia on the night in support of Motor Neurone Disease 
Association of Queensland, and forwarded a cheque for $1500 for this very worthwhile 
cause. 
Following all the formalities, we were entertained by Giovanni Porta and his band “Standing 
Room Only’ and rocked the rest of the night away.   
 
My sincere thanks to all those who made the event a success, the committee members led 
by John Anderson, supported by Roger Brameld, Garry Spowart and Keith Faulkner, and 
contributions to the evening from Laurie Jones, Rob Grant and Bernie Campbell.  Also 
thanks to Richard Anderson and Bernie Campbell who contributed auction items for the 
evening.  Many thanks to our sponsors GT Motors who were represented by body repairer 
extraordinaire Jack Cantarutti, and finally a big thanks to the Brisbane Club who excelled 
with fine food and wine and a fantastic venue that helped us enjoy the night. 
 
The Resident’s run to Cooyar was a great success with 30 Alfisti enjoying the run to Esk and 
the morning tea at Nash café and Gallery, and then the terrific windy run up to Hampton, 
where some of us felt the red mist in our eyes, led by Garry and Mary - Ann Brown in their 
147 who were hard to catch!  The run from Hampton to Cooyar was great on the New Eng-
land Highway and the Cooyar Pub turned on a super BBQ with the usual country hospitality. 
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I understand a band of stalwarts joined Steve Bowdery and Tony Nelson for the run to War-
wick which was in the wet, a true test for Alfas! The run was a lot of fun and the café at War-
wick was very enjoyable.  Many thanks to Steve and Tony for organising this.  Cynthia and 
Doug Earl, and Betty and Darryl Bell have put up their hands to organise a Mid Week Drive in 
July, while Tony is away spending his children's inheritance, so reserve Wednesday 15th July 
for a breakfast you will talk about forever, at Hinze Dam. 
 
The next major event is our Concourse D’Elegance on Sunday 27th September 2015. An 
event of this nature is expected to attract many exquisite examples of our marque, as well as 
Fiats and Lancias, some of which are rarely seen in public. Fittingly, the backdrop for the 
Concours will be historic Ormiston House, set amongst fourteen acres of gardens overlooking 
Moreton Bay, east of Brisbane 
 
Vehicles can be entered in the following Classes: 

 Concours Class – Pre 1960 (vehicles manufactured before 31 Dec 1959) 

 Concours Class  – 1960 to 2000 (vehicles manufactured after 1 Jan 1960 and before 31 

Dec 1999) 

 Concours Class – Post 2000 (vehicles manufactured after 1 Jan 2000) 

 Competition 

 Display Only (Any age and condition of vehicle) 

Check the website and enter online now! It will be a great event!  Many thanks to Keith 
Faulkner who is the driving force behind this event. 
 
July is chockers full of activity – make sure you book for the Sunshine Coast Weekend away 
on the 25th – 26th July – see the website for more details.  
  
The Alfa Farm run is on 5 July - AROCA Member John Thompson has invited us to visit his 
home and business, Alfa Farm, just over the border on the Tweed. From the letter box on, 
you'll find a truly extraordinary collection of Alfa cars, diecast models, and memorabilia. His 
partner Donna also has an extensive collection of porcelain dolls, and there might even be a 
few animals about for the kids. If you are looking Alfa parts, John might have it for you, and if 
you want parts in the future, it'll be worth checking out what John has for future reference. 
We'll run down the back roads to the Tweed, have lunch, and then head over to Alfa Farm to 
check it out. For more information, contact social@arocaqld.com. 
 
For those in competition, make sure you enter the Morgan park historic races on 4-5 July at 
Warwick. See Mark’s article for more competition details. 
 
 
Look forward to seeing you at an upcoming event. 
 
Ciao for now 
 
Presidente Pete 
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NEWS - speculazione 

The new mid-size Alfa has finally been unveiled, along with the answer to the question 
of whether it would revive the Giulia name.  

No Jeep technology here: 
 Carbon fibre tailshaft. 
 Sub 4 second 0..100km/h. 
 50/50 weight distribution. 
 500+ hp twin turbo alloy V6. 
 Class leading torsional rigidity. 
 Active torque vectoring differential. 
 Alfa specific advanced front suspension design. 
 Extensive use of carbon fibre, aluminium and composites. 
 And a new badge design... 

 



 

 PER SEMPRE ALFA   |   9 

realtà - NEWS 
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WWW 

https://youtu.be/2zqMbEf87qk 

VAZ 2101 (Russian FIAT 124) with Alfa V6 

https://youtu.be/S_-Lq_fTTDQ 

Alfa Giulia Quadrifoglio Verde "meccanica delle emozioni" 

https://youtu.be/2zqMbEf87qk
https://youtu.be/S_-Lq_fTTDQ
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https://youtu.be/25oiw2l-wkE 

 What car does Clarkson regret selling? 

Early Autodelta 16 Valve 

As Cast Cylinder Head 

US $3,450.00 

1976 Lancia Montecarlo 

with Alfa V6 

US $13900 

 

Alfa DTM '95 Logo Pin 

 EUR 4.99 

CAMPAGNOLO 
MAGNESIUM WHEELS 

4 x 98 PCD,  13x10 & 13x8 
£ 1,800.00 

Tomytec Choro-Q 
Zero Giulia 

 
US $24.92 

https://youtu.be/25oiw2l-wkE
https://youtu.be/S_-Lq_fTTDQ
http://www.ebay.com.au/itm/201019397601
http://www.ebay.com.au/itm/221803770843
http://www.ebay.com.au/itm/201366286686
http://www.ebay.com.au/itm/261883826144
http://www.ebay.com.au/itm/301510705760
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SOCIALE 
he 40th Anniversary dinner was held on May 31st at the Brisbane Club. It was great to see so many Al-
fisti having a great time, and we raised a lot of money for Motor Neurone Disease research with the 
auction. A great night had by all! Many thanks to Kevin Bartlett for being our guest speaker, and to Pres-
ident Pete for being the main organiser. The Brisbane Club certainly looked after us, too! Based on Rob 
Grant’s description of the start of the club, we determined that the club’s birthday is actually June 16th. 
So we might have a birthday run or dinner or something in future years around that date to celebrate. 

On June 7th, we had the President’s run to Cooyar. This was a long but picturesque run, and we were 
met at the other end with a good BBQ and cold drinks at the Cooyar pub. Definitely a run to do again in 
the future. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

First cab off the rank is our Alfa Farm run on July 5th. This will be close to the date that you receive this magazine, 
so if you get this before the 5th and you want to go, but haven’t let me know as yet, please send me an email on 
social@arocaqld.com. We’ll meet next to the park in Monaco street, Holland Park West (off Sterculia Ave) at 
10am for a 10:30 departure. We’ll head down the highway to the Tweed, where we’ll have lunch at the Regatta 
restaurant (118 Wharf St, Tweed Heads NSW), and then head out to Alfa Farm itself. John and Donna Thompson 
will take you through his Alfa collection, and his other Alfas which John wrecks. So if you are looking for that hard 
to get part, this is a great opportunity to find it. John also has a few projects for sale, so if you are interested, you 
will be able to check them out first hand. 

On July 19th, we’ll have a run out to Warwick. Starting at Leslie Park, Bertha Street, Goodna at 8am, we’ll head 
west along the highway to Gatton, where we’ll have a cuppa at the Hot Rods Café. From there, we’ll take the 
Gatton-Clifton road and then the New England Highway to Warwick for lunch. Then we’ll head home through 
Cunningham’s gap. 

Then, on the 25th and 26th of July, we have our first weekend away. On the Saturday, we’ll start with Karting at 
Landsborough, and then head to our accommodation (which you must organise) around Tewantin, before dinner 
together. On the Sunday, we will attend the Noosa Hillclimb. There’s a page with all the details elsewhere in the 
mag.  

Not much happens in August until the end of the month. So I’ll cover that in the next mag, or you can check the 
website calendar. 

OTHER THINGS... 

A few people have asked me about getting AROCA number plates, which some members already have. These are 
produced by Personalised plates Queensland (PPQ), and you can get them from PPQ directly. However, they are 
much cheaper if we ask for a batch - around $500 a set if we get 10 or more. See the PPQ website for more de-
tails, but if you want a set, let me know, and we'll see if we can put that batch together. 

Some of those asking about the plates were from outside of the greater Brisbane area. We are AROCA Qld, and 
Queensland is a big state. It's just not geographically practical for people up the coast or out west to come to 
most of our events, which are mostly organised for where most members are.  

I've wanted to figure out a way of arranging events for those members further afield than around Brisbane for a 
while now. But the same reason that stops them coming to Brisbane is the same reason I can't really organise 
anything further afield - I'm not going to know the roads, the eating places, the sights, etc, and it's not practical 
for me to just go for a drive to find out. So to me, the obvious solution is one that we already have in place - if you 
know a run in your area that you'd like to do with the club, let me know, and I'll give you a hand organising it. It 
would be great to see runs on the calendar around Cairns, Townsville, Mackay, Gladstone, etc.  

Looking forward to Alfesta in South Australia next year, I've started a thread on the club forums. Several people 
have said they are driving, so I've suggested a route, taking 4 days. Have a look, and give me some feedback. To 
get to the forums, go to the website, click on 'Resources', then 'Forums', then 'Queensland', and search for the 
thread called 'Epic run to Alfesta 2016 in Mount Gambier'. 

 

Until next month, 

John Anderson 
Social Convenor 

T 
john anderson 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

 Alfa Farm July 5th - RSVP ASAP! 
 Warwick Run July 19th 
 Weekend Away Sunshine Coast July 25-36th - Make your Accommoda-

tion Booking & RSVP by July 11th - see page 23 for details 
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COMPETIZIONE mark jackson 

Here we are halfway through 2015 but still a long way from halfway through Alfacomp with nine 
rounds down and thirteen still to go. There was only one point scoring event in June- a Morgan 
Park Supersprint. 
 
Supersprint Round 2 – After a much delayed start to Saturday’s proceedings due to fog, we finally 
got underway at 10 o’clock. There are fewer competitors in the “A” Series Supersprint, so we still 
managed to fit in five rounds before it got too cold and dark at around 4.30. We were down to just 
eight competitors with people unable to make it due to work and other commitments. John Cole-
man set a blistering pace in his second run, and this stood as the time to beat for the rest of the 
weekend. John got close in his fifth run with a time just 12/100 of a second slower, while I man-
aged to get within around 18/100 in my fourth run. Unfortunately, neither of us could improve on 
Sunday – I blew a head gasket while John destroyed a donut in his second run Sunday morning. KP 
had a fairly lonely time in third place, but there was quite a battle between Charles Webb, Alan 
Broadhurst and Doug Stonehouse for fourth, while Jenny Mitropoulos managed to just pip Serge 
Oberhauser in the last run by 3/10 of a second. Jason Wishart drove the Welsor Clubman and fin-
ished second overall for the weekend – a great performance. As usual. It was a fantastic weekend 
in Warwick – all the results are on the Risultati page. 
 
Veloce Racing Association East Coast Challenge – The 2015 East Coast Challenge was this year 
hosted by Queensland at Morgan Park with a strong field of 20 Alfas consisting of 105 GTVs, 
Alfettas and modern GTAs and GTVs taking on the H circuit, which turns sharp right under the 
bridge.  The weekend provided an action packed programme, and a great opportunity to catch up 
with the NSW Veloce Racing Assn. Contingent. The weekend provided close racing with lots of 
battles up and down the field.  Of the Qld crew,  Norm Singleton was consistently quick in his 1750 
GTV, keeping a very rapid NSW V6 cohort honest through the weekend, until a DNF in the last race.  
Sparring partners Paul Young (156 GTA) and Manuel Pena (916 GTV) traded blows taking two races 
a piece from each other.  Congrats to Paul Young who finished 1st in the points for Qld, and 5th 
overall.  The NSW team took out the ECC trophy based on point, with the top 3 outright positions 
going to NSW team members.  The overall individual trophy went to Doug Selwood (Duk) in his V6 
Alfetta.   Overall, a great weekend at a great track!!  
Many thanks to James Anderson for this ECC report 
 

 

Upcoming Events  
 
Morgan Park Historic Races – Saturday/Sunday July 4th/5th - This is a race event for CAMS log-
booked cars and requires a CAMS race licence. For any further information, contact the Competi-
tion Secretary at competition@arocaqld.com or on 0413122839 
 
AROCA Regularity Round 3 – Saturday July 11th at Lakeside Raceway. This is a Regularity event 
and is round 3 of our AROCA Regularity Series. This is a full day event starting at 7.30am for drivers' 
briefing. Speed is not necessarily important but consistent lap times are. Pre-registration is highly 
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 recommended - https://www.qldraceways.com.au/secure/members/
login.php For more details contact the Competition Secretary - competi-
tion@arocaqld.com or 0413122839 
This round is also part of a QRDC race event and a number of our mem-
bers are planning to compete in the QR Sports and Sedans race competi-
tion over the weekend. 
 
Supersprint Round 3 - Saturday/Sunday 18th/19th July at Morgan Park 
Raceway. Round 3 of the 4 round Supersprint Series. This consists of 6 to 8 
timed 3 or 4 lap runs of one of the various Morgan Park configurations. 
Pre-registration is mandatory for this series. For more details contact the 
Competition Secretary - competition@arocaqld.com or 0413122839. This 
round has been re-scheduled due to the washed out round in February. 
 
AROCA Sprint Round 3 – Sunday 19th July at Lakeside Raceway. Due to 
the clash of dates with Morgan Park, we have decided to postpone this 
sprint until later in the year. Apologies for any inconvenience.  
 

Upcoming Interclub Championship Events   
 
Event 5 – Friday 17th July on public roads in south-east Queensland. This 
will be a night run to be organized by the MG Car Club. For more details 
contact the Competition Secretary - competition@arocaqld.com or 
0413122839. 
 
 
 
See you at the track 
 
Mark Jackson 
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PRESIDENT'S COOYAR RUN 

photos adrian terry 

IN THE WORKSHOP 
alfa's are famous for spending time there... what do you have being fixed/restored/built? 
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MID-WEEK BEST MIST? 
photos val halasz and steve bowdery - see over for report.  

MORGAN PARK SPRINTS 
photos doug stonehouse  
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ANGEL FLIGHT OUTBACK TRAILBLAZER pt 2 
by Laurie Jones 

 

 The story so far: A team of five Alfa 33 Quattros known as the 'Outback Rome-
os' are taking part in the Outback Trailblazer Charity Rally from Quilpie to Win-
ton, raising money for Angel Flight. The first three days to Birdsville have seen 
all Alfas handling the conditions well – now for the push north and east up the 
Diamantina and Kennedy Developmental Roads to the finish line. 
 
Day 4 Birdsville to Bedourie 182 km 
After an early start and a short drive from Birdsville, everyone pulled in to the 
Dingo Caves,   including Malcolm Turnbull who had decided to accompany the 
rally for breakfast. We then headed north, stopping for a photo opportunity at 
the ruins of Carcoory Homestead, the home of pioneer grazier Sir Sidney Kid-
man. Not long after leaving Carcoory we came across one of the Quattros hav-
ing overheating problems, diagnosed as a blocked radiator core. Fortunately 
the team back-up vehicle was carrying a brand new spare which was fitted 
within 30 minutes. Also fortunately this particular Quattro had been fitted with 
a bedroom air-conditioner in the back-seat, running from a generator on the 
roof, so we put on the electric jug and had coffee while waiting by the side of 
the road. 
A little further north the rally was instructed to turn off the main road for a 30 
km diversion on a sandy track to Bilpa Morea. All crews of two-wheel drive 
vehicles and the Quattros were asked to stay behind and hitch a ride with 4WD 
vehicles, but all the Quattros elected to tackle the sand, and had no trouble 
reaching the morning tea stop. Bilpa Morea is the world's largest clay-pan, 
almost 60 km long, and the proposed location for a forthcoming world land 
speed record attempt. We thought about setting the inaugural world land 
speed record for five Quattros in line, but decided against it. 
Returning along the sandy track we had an uneventful run to Bedourie, lunch 
in the park and pitched our tents. The afternoon activities were to take place 
at a waterhole out of town, fed by hot underground springs. The route instruc-
tions said: Real 4 wheel drive only. Huge soft sand hills and we overheard the 
organisers say ' don't let any of the Alfas go – we haven't got time to be pulling 
cars out of the sand.' We left our car in town and hitched a ride in a Prado, but 
one of the Quattro teams was determined to tackle the track, particularly as 
they had been told not to! 

It seemed like such a good idea at the time! My wife, Julie, had 
“discovered” Warwick's Gardens Galore café on our last joint visit to 
Warwick. On our previous drives, the Mid-Weekers had not experienced 
the lovely Gatton-Clifton Road and I thought it would be nice to have a 
longer drive for a change…….well! 
The weather gods decided to ease the Western/Central Queensland 
drought the day before. It was, therefore, quite gloomy in the early 
hours that Wednesday morn at the Goodna McDonalds carpark. I arrived 
to find Roy Gray waiting patiently next to his 04 black Spider (top up 
naturally). 
After obtaining the Maccas equivalent of coffee (it was 6:15am after all) I 
came out of that fine establishment to find more hardy Alfisti turning up. 
Tony (Mr Mid-Week) Nelson in his white 74 Spider (funny, his top was up 
as well!?) arrived, CBs in hand.  Darryl (lead foot) and Betty Bell had 
rolled up in their Blue V6 159, as had Garry and Sheridan Spowart (+1) in 
their still new red Giulietta. Mike (these cars were designed to drive in 
this weather!) and Val Halasz had also braved the elements in the race 
car….sorry, red 83 Alfetta GTV6 (no really it’s pretty standard……NOT!) 
When Rob and Margaret Smith arrived in the nick of time in their 06 
Brera, we were off….well, apparently I took off into the fog a little fast for 
some! Anyhow, a procession of Alfas headed up the Highway towards 
Gatton. Apart from the at times pea soup fog, the trip up the Warrego 
Hwy went without hitch, or anyone getting lost…so far, so good! 
We were supposed to meet up with another car at the Gatton Tourist 
Centre at Apex Lake…but you know, the weather….. We stopped there 
anyway so that some of our more “mature “comrades could take ad-
vantage of the “convenience” (we’re all young at heart). From Gatton the 
drive got interesting and… yes, the rain stopped!  
The sun didn’t suddenly burst from the clouds to the strains of a heaven-
ly choir, but the road was mostly dry and we were travelling down a 
twisty country road in Alfas… close to perfection! 
After an hour of wonderful country driving, we arrived in Allora. A lovely 
little town which according to Mr Nelson has the world's best Butcher 
shop (that’s why we stopped there….no really!) Once Tony and some 
others had purchased their freshly killed animal parts, we were off again! 
Taking the old Allora – Warwick Road and then the rain really started!! 
(Apparently Roy had thought about dropping the Spider's roof…he was 
glad he didn’t!!!!) Much to the joy of those caffeine addicted among us, 
we arrived a short time later at Warwick's Gardens Galore. 
At the café, we were joined by Doug and Cynthia Earl. A lovely Breakfast 
and coffee (or tea) was enjoyed by all. The Ladies were able to peruse 
the craft merchandise, and there was some talk of checking out the 
Nursery but….the rain…you know? 
I’d like to take this opportunity to thank Tony Nelson for making the Mid-
week drives possible and to those brave fellow Alfisti, whose shared 
sickness provides such good company on these drives. 
 
Steve Bowdery 
 
I can assure you Steve did an excellent job with this event and it was great to 
take the sweep position and just follow the convoy. 
The next Mid-Week Drive will happen while Gail and I are again overseas 
trying hard to spend our children's inheritance. 
Mark Wednesday 15th July in your diary for a drive on mostly country roads 
to an excellent breakfast location.  
Emailed invitations will go out early July. 
This event will be lead by Betty and Darryl Bell from Brisbane who will drive 
south to meet up with Cynthia and Doug Earl near Canungra, where member 
living south of Beenleigh will probably opt to join the drive.  
 
Invitations for Mid-Week Drives are only sent to members who have registered to 
receive these emails.   If you wish to receive these emails, register at the Mid-Week 
Drive section of the club's website.  Registering does not mean you have to partici-
pate in every drive, in fact I am still to meet some registered Mid-Week Drivers. 

 
My thanks to the Mid-Week Drivers who are adding their local knowledge to 
our drives. 
 
Tony Nelson 
 

 

JULY MID-WEEK DRIVE REPORT 
by Steve Bowdery & Tony Nelson - pics previous page 

 



 

 PER SEMPRE ALFA   |   19 

 
The track was very soft sand, steep hills and overhanging trees which 
snagged on the solar panels on the roof of a 4WD motor-home, causing a 
short delay. We were therefore delighted when our Prado had to make two 
attempts to get over a sand-dune, and was followed by the Quattro which 
sailed over the top at the first attempt, and made it out to the waterhole 
with no problems. The afternoon was spent playing silly games in the water, 
with dinner back at the Bedourie Tavern. 
 
Day 5 Bedourie to Boulia 192 km 
Another welcome short day started with a break at Vaughan Johnson Look-
out, about 80 km out of town, where golfers amused themselves trying to 
win the $1,000 prize offered for a hole-in-one on the green well below the 
elevated lookout. Not surprisingly, it wasn't claimed. The remainder of the 
run into Boulia was uneventful, but when we arrived at the camp-site at the 
local racetrack one of the Quattros was being worked on. The car driven 
by Bruce McMahon, the former motoring writer for the Courier-Mail, 
was losing power and showed evidence of water in the oil. A diagnosis of 
blown gasket or cracked head was treated with bottles of magic sealant, 
and despite fouling the spark plugs, seemed to do the trick, allowing it to 
continue to the finish and  return home. 

 

 

 

After lunch in the CWA Hall the afternoon was free to visit the Min Min 
Lights Encounter and other local points of interest, before gathering at the 
racecourse for dinner and entertainment by the local school kids. Boulia is 
home to an annual camel race, and bets were taken on various steeds and 
jockeys for a promoted race which turned out to be the local kids dressed up 
as camels. Not wanting to see a perfectly good racetrack wasted, some of the 
Outback Romeos approached the local Mayor to get permission to take the 
Quattros for a spin around it. He readily agreed, but as the five lined up on 
the starting line the rally organisers got a bit nervous about how much alco-
hol might have been consumed before dinner, so it was, perhaps wisely, 
abandoned. 

 
Day 6 Boulia to Winton 380 km 
A fairly leisurely run to the final checkpoint at Winton, with a morning tea 
stop at a remote pub at Middleton and spectacular scenery of mesas or 
'jump-up country.' Lunch was provided by the Winton Scouts followed by a 
convoy out of town to Bladensburg National Park. The Ranger gave a guided 
tour of the park highlights, and then back to the park headquarters for din-
ner and a concert. As this was the eve of the centenary of Anzac Day it was 
an appropriate venue, as the headquarters are the former Bladensburg 
Homestead where Colin Morgan-Reade lived and worked prior to his death 
at Gallipoli aged 19. We were joined by his 2nd Light Horse Battalion, and 
guests who had arrived on a special troop train from Brisbane, including 
from Winton in the South Island of New Zealand.  

Day 7 Rest Day in Winton 
Anzac Day started with the Dawn Service at the cenotaph to commemorate 
those who fell in the Great War  and subsequent wars. The Winton region 
holds a record for the highest proportion of men who served in World War 
I of all regional towns, probably due to the local stockmens' skill at horse-
riding and shooting. The Outback Trailblazers laid a wreath on behalf of the 
rally and adjourned to the Winton RSL for breakfast.   
After the Anzac Day Parade, the day was free to explore Winton and the 
surrounding area. We visited the modern Age of Dinosaurs Museum and 
the impressive Waltzing Matilda Centre (sadly recently destroyed by fire). 

 
Dinner preparations started by everyone dressing in replica 
military uniforms provided in our rally welcome packs, and 
gathering at the North Gregory Hotel where Waltzing Matilda 
was first publicly performed. Following an actor's rendition of 
several of Banjo Paterson's poems, we walked to the Civic Cen-
tre for dinner, with tables decorated with Australian and New 
Zealand flags and red poppies. The rally concluded with an 
Anzac Day concert with tributes to the Glenn Miller Band, Vera 
Lynn and the Andrews Sisters. 
 
Conclusion: 
The journey home started with a stop-over in Longreach, a visit 
to the Stockman's Hall of Fame and a sunset cruise on the 
Thomson River. The four-year long drought in Longreach was 
evident with the number of kangaroos in town, eating the grass 
in suburban gardens and town parks. Then almost 800 km to 
Biloela, and a further 500 km home. Most of the Quattros per-
formed without major incident, and all finished and returned 
home under their own power. We were particularly pleased 
with ours, as although it has successfully finished seven endur-
ance charity rallies, this was the first with no mechanical prob-
lems or ruined tyres. 
We are now preparing for the 2015 Great Endeavour Rally in 
mid-July, starting in Redcliffe and going west before a rest day 
at Airlie Beach and finishing in Rockhampton. Anyone wishing 
to contribute to our fund-raising can go to 
www.great.endeavour.com.au and click on  Fundraising: Partic-
ipant List-Qld: Team Alfa: Donate Now. All donations are tax-
deductible and a receipt is emailed immediately. 
The next Angel Flight rally will be held in October 2016, and is 
recommended for anyone wanting a fun drive through amazing 
outback country, with excellent mechanical and medical back-
up. The Quattros have proved to be an ideal car – they can be 
bought cheaply and prepared easily, or talk to Tony Edwards 
about a drive in one of his fleet. 

http://www.great.endeavour.com.au


 

 PER SEMPRE ALFA   |   20 

 

40th ANNIVERSARY DINNER 
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CLUB NIGHT ALFETTA GTVs Tony Poulos Sports Sedan 
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Rob Grant (member #3) 

Our first Alfa was a 1973 1600 Junior, purchased 
from Alfa City, a small dealership at Lutwyche, 
Shirley and I were married in June 1974. 
During 1975 Allan Bloss (the mechanic at Alfa City) 
asked if we were interested in forming an Alfa Ro-
meo Owners Club.  Allan had been speaking with 
other Alfa owners about the idea. From here 
through discussions we found enough interested  
owners to form a club. A barbecue lunch/meeting 
was planned for Slaughter Falls Mt. Coot-Tha on the 
Queen's birthday weekend 1975. 
Owners attending on the day were Peter Krespanis 
(Lewis), Tony and Diane Poulos and family, Anna 
Martin, Rex Liebke, Bill Duncan, Laurie Jones, Allan 
Bloss, and Rob and Shirley Grant. 
Following the first meeting, a letter was sent to Alfa 
Romeo Australia requesting permission to use Alfa 
in the magazine  title, and Alfa Romeo in the title of 
the club, This is why the first magazine in October 
1975 was untitled - we were waiting  for approval. 
Even though we planned this as the beginning of the 
club, Shirley and I didn't take any photos. Others 
may have, we don't remember. We didn't think forty 
years on, so few would be so many. From one year 
to forty, quite an achievement. We would like to 
take this opportunity to say to all the committees 
and members of the past forty years, "Thank You".  
"May the spirit continue". 
 
Laurie Jones (member #4) 

I bought my first Alfa - a silver 2000 GTV, also from 
Alfa City in 1973, and swapped my enthusiasm for 
Hillman Imps and  Hunter GTS for a love of Alfa Ro-
meos. As a founding member of the Rootes Group 
Sporting Car Club ten years earlier, I jumped at the 
chance in 1975 of helping to establish a Queensland 
Branch of the Alfa Romeo Owners Club of Australia.  
In addition to Rob's recollections of the early days I 
remember going to the 1976 Alfesta in the Barossa 
Valley with a radical  proposal. As there were now 
four State AROCAs, future Alfestas should be hosted 
by each State in turn, and if accepted, Queensland 
was prepared to host the following year. To our 
surprise it was readily accepted, and suddenly a club 
less than two years old found itself hosting the first 
National Alfesta in 1977 at Lennons Broadbeach 
Hotel, and setting a format which has survived and 
flourished for almost forty years.  
My other vivid early memory is the invitation by two 
members, Dale and Sandra Crisp, to accompany 
them on a European  trip in 1980, visiting the Alfa 
Museum and other venues. They needed four peo-
ple to share fuel costs in the VW Kombi, and they 
already had one other person lined up to go — a 
cousin called Mary-Alice... 
 
 

AROCA QLD - The Beginning 
(as presented at 40th Anniversary Dinner) 

Remembering the beginning is written to the best of our 

recollection, we apologise for any errors or omissions. 

A good turnout of  Alfa's at Marque Club Meeting Somerset Dam, 1978 

Barossa Valley Alfesta, 1976 

Shirley and Robert Grant 

with their first Alfa Romeo. 

More Alfas at Somerset Dam - This 2600 Sedan 

was purchased by Robert & Shirley Grant a 

few year later. 
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Join fellow club members for the weekend that 
manages to include something for everyone. 
 
Meet at the Big Kart Track , Landsborough  by 10am on Satur-
day for a bit of fun  for all ages in the karts. Then it's on to 
Cappriccio's at Maleny for lunch (with a stop  to take in the 
views and some fudge, a coffee, or taste some wine on the 
way). With appetites sated it is time to try out a few of the 
best driving roads in the area as we follow the scenic route to 
our overnight stop at Boreen Point on the shores of Lake 
Cootharaba, near Tewantin. 
 
The Lake Cootharaba Motel has kindly taken a tentative 
booking for their entire establishment (5 rooms) - members 
wishing to stay there should contact the motel directly to 
book and identify yourself as an AROCA member. Other ac-
commodation options are rooms with shared facilities at the 
Apollonian Hotel (our dinner venue for the evening) or bring 
your tent and join the Greens at the campground by the lake. 
Finally, there are plenty of holiday rentals available from the 
local real estate agent. All accommodation an easy walk to 
the Pub for dinner. 
 
Then on Sunday morning we will make our way to "The Hill" - 
Gyndier Drive Tewantin - to watch fellow Alfisti, plus a large 
variety of historic and modern vehicles, competing in what 
has been described as Australia's toughest hillclimb. Toughest 

or not, it is certainly one of the more scenic. Bring your walking 
shoes - spectator access is via walking track through the Na-
tional Park. Stay all day (drinks and food available from vendors 
on the hill and in the pit area) to see who gets the best time of 
the weekend, or just catch a run or two and adjourn early to 
Noosa. 
 

Please book your accommodation directly 
and RSVP to social@arocaqld.com 

BY 11 JULY.  
 
Lake Cootharaba Motel: Ph 0410 558 959 http://
www.cootharabamotel.com/ 
 
Apollonian Hotel:  Ph 07 5485 3100  http://
apollonianhotel.com.au/ 
 
Boreen Point Campground: Ph 07 5485 3244 http://
www.noosaholidayparks.com.au/boreen-point 
 
Boreen Point Real Estate holiday rentals: Ph 0439798445 
rhonda@bpre.net.au http://bpre.net.au/holiday/ 
 
Sunshine Coast members or others wishing to attend only part 
of the weekend are welcome - when you RSVP please advise 
which events you are attending (Karts, Lunch, Dinner) for book-
ing purposes.  

WEEKEND AWAY - SUNSHINE COAST 25, 26 JULY 
RSVP & BOOK BY 11 JULY - DON'T MISS OUT 
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EVOLUTION of Grand Prix - 1950 
Reprinted from 1990 Adelaide F1 Grand Prix Program (500th Grand Prix) 



 

 PER SEMPRE ALFA   |   25 

 

ROCK ON AT STANTHORPE 
(no, not the 70’s rock bands – that’s later in the year just in 

case you’re interested) 

but our very own  

WINE AND FOOD WEEKEND 

October 16th – 18th October 
Bookings are rolling in, so grab your accommodation 

– details below: 

 

 

We have arranged a “block booking” of standard double rooms for our group 

for 16th & 17th October at the Apple and Grape Motel, in the town 

centre (www.appleandgrape.com.au).  
 
Simply contact your friendly hosts, Steve, Helen or Margaret on 07-4681 
1288  or admin@appleandgrape.com.au  to book accommodation and quote 
Alfa Club to receive your special rate.  Twin, family and a limited number of 
deluxe suites are also available but tend to go fast  as our visit coincides with 
Race Day (the four leg variety, not four wheels) being held on the same 
weekend.  
Planning continuing – keeping  the favourites and whetting your appetite (for 
food, wine and the Granite Belt generally) with our  new offerings – further 
updates  in the August issue.  

Simply phone or email  both Garry and Jude to advise that you’re 

attending so we have live-updates on numbers for all catering venues and 
also advice of  special dietary requirements.   

Garry Spowart 
P     07-32669354 
M    0419 709 416 
E    treasurer@arocaqld.com 

 
Jude Vaughan 
P    07-3394 2517 
M   0412 942 517 
E   vetschoice@optusnet.com.au 

Look forward to catching up for a great weekend with friends, food and 
wine. 

This is a story that Alfa people seldom experience during 

their ownership of these wonderful machines. A few 

weeks ago finds me driving along the highway from Fern-

vale to home and I have a passenger who has been im-

pressed with my silver GTV6 - as she should be. All is good 

as we cruise home and I notice the weather changing for 

the worst. No worries I think - this is a relatively new car a 

bit of rain won't hurt her. Wrong again.  

Imagine my surprise when I turn on the wipers and one 

blade remains vertical and the other blade hides itself 

away. Also to make things interesting at 100kms the 

blades (who I am sure have a mind of their own) break 

cover and bang around.  All this and she tells me her Ko-

rean car has wipers that do their job well with no fuss. No 

fuss - so what. Our cars are fun to drive. I’m thinking 

where is the bloody Rain-X when I need it.  

Anyway as I am heading home it starts to get darker and 

wetter and I’m thinking; Love these cars. I arrive home 

park the car and have a damm good think about it. An 

episode of Faulty Towers springs to mind, When Basil 

attacks his Morris with a broken tree branch. Yeah I could 

almost do that. Just kidding! As a result of my serious 

thinking I decide to call my friend Douggie and discuss the 

problems. I have another bout of serious thinking and 

decide to do nothing today. As I would get the blame 

somehow. I’ll catch up with Doug later. Having a few Alfas 

in the carport gives you options; like let sleeping Alfas lie 

till the weather breaks. Finally It’s a blue sky day and I 

spring into action. Now where is the bloody bonnet re-

lease, it can’t have disappeared - impossible. I find it at 

last and it would help to be double jointed to open it. I 

decide to take the car (it has stopped raining) to my 

friend Cameron of AutoMotion who I an confident will 

come up with a fix without having too much trouble.  

Quick as a flash I open the bonnet. Cam does not seem 

that impressed as I fiddle around. Meanwhile Cam has a 

look, changes spanners tightens a nut and that's all she 

wrote. A 10 second fix and I am good to go. I reckon this 

would be a record to repair an Alfa. Thanks Cam.  

(just kidding - ED) 

Item Qty Unit Price Total 

Turn of spanner 1 $0.10 $0.10 

Knowing which nut to turn 1 $100.00 $100.00 

TOTAL   $100.10 

INVOICE 

THE CHEAPEST FIX paul ross 

http://www.appleandgrape.com.au
mailto:admin@appleandgrape.com.au
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CLUB NIGHT Bernie Campbell 

It is back to Shannon's Club Rooms at 305 Montague Road , West End for our next 

Club Night  on Wednesday July 9. Phil Ross from Shannon's Insurance will be our 

Guest Speaker . He will not only give us a run through the various insurance products 

Shannon's offer but he will also discuss their racing calendar and other events they 

have in the  pipeline. 

Please assemble from 6.30 as pizza and drinks will be served from 7.00pm. 

 

I would like to thank Tony Poulos for the effort that he made to bring his amazing 

Alfetta GTV sports racing car to last months meeting. The amount of work he spent in 

building the car is reflected in the result . 

 

Thanks also to Mike Halasz for bringing his interesting and immaculate Alfetta GTV 

and helping to make a very enjoyable and interesting night. 

 

Ciao, 

Bernie.  
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MEMBERI John Anderson 

All memberships (except Life memberships) expired 

on June 30. The last edition of this magazine provid-

ed a renewal form. Many thanks to those who have 

already renewed. 

If you haven’t renewed as yet, fill out the form, send 

it into the post box (address on the form), and either 

include a cheque, or perform a bank transfer to the 

club account (again, details on the form). If you 

make a deposit in this way, please include your 

membership number and surname in the reference. 

If you’ve lost your form or any of these details, 

don’t panic! You can download another form and 

get all the details from the club website. Click ‘Our 

Club’, then ‘How to Join’. 

 

Until next month, 

John Anderson 

Membership Secretary (for a while) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New member Shaun Quigley 's rather magnificent 159 

TI, below, looks at home with the rest of the line up at the 

new Alfa Romeo Museo. 
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07 3855 1644 
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EVENTI 

 JULY 2015 

Sat 04 Morgan Park Historic Races - Morgan Park, Warwick 
Sun 05 Morgan Park Historic Races - Morgan Park, Warwick 

Sun 05 Alfa Farm Run - Pigganbeen, NSW 

Wed 8 Club Night - Shannon's, West End 
Sat 11 AROCA Regularity Round 3 - Lakeside Raceway, Dakabin 

Wed 15 Mid Week Drive - Hinze Dam 
Fri 17 Interclub Championship Rd 5 - Night Observation Run 
Sat 18 Supersprint Round 1 - Morgan Park, Warwick 
Sun 19 Day Run - West - Warwick 

Sun 19 Supersprint Round 1 - Morgan Park, Warwick 
Sat 25 Weekend Away. Karts Saturday, Noosa Hillclimb Sunday - Sunshine Coast 

Sun 26 Weekend Away. Karts Saturday, Noosa Hillclimb Sunday - Sunshine Coast 

Wed 29 August Magazine Publishing Deadline  

 AUGUST 2015 

Sat 15 AROCA Regularity Round 4 - Lakeside Raceway, Dakabin 

Sun 16 Interclub Championship Rd 6 - Lakeside DTC 

Wed 19 Club Night - Automotion, Enoggera  
Sun 23 Day Run - South - Gold Coast Hinterland 
Wed 26 September Magazine Deadline 

Sat 29 Supersprint Round 4 - Morgan Park, Warwick 
Sat 29 Historic Races - Queensland Raceway, Willowbank 

Sun 30 

Peaks Crossing Picnic. A 'Show and shine' type event that raises funds for the Fassifern Valley 
Rotary Club. It will be attended by Jaguar, Jaguar Enthusiasts, Alfa Romeo, Fiat, Volvo (sports), Cor-

vette, Mustang, Triumph, Morgan, Austin Healey and Motoring Enthusiasts clubs. Members can expect 

their emailed invitation to this event in July.  If they do not receive regular club emails and wish to partici-

pate, they can register at etype@jagqld.org.au  

Sun 30 Supersprint Round 4 - Morgan Park, Warwick 

Sun 30 Historic Races - Queensland Raceway, Willowbank 

 SEPTEMBER 2015 
Sat 05 AROCA Sprint #4 - Queensland Raceway, Willowbank 
Sat 05 Cootha Classic Hillclimb - Mt Cootha 

Wed 09 Club Night (AGM) - Shannon's, West End 
Sat 19 Italian Challenge Race Series Round 3 - Lakeside Raceway, Dakabin 

Sun 20 Italian Challenge Race Series Round 3 - Lakeside Raceway, Dakabin 
Sun 20 Festival of Italian Motorsport Regularity - Lakeside Raceway, Dakabin 
Wed 23 October Magazine Deadline 

Sun 27 Concours d'Elegance - Ormiston House, Wellington St, Ormiston 

Sun 27 Interclub Championship Rd 7 - Willowbank 
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EVENTI 

 OCTOBER 2015 

Thu 08 Annual Bocce Challenge - Bocce Courts - Newmarket 
Sun 11 AROCA Regularity Round 6 - Lakeside Raceway, Dakabin 
Fri 16 Stanthorpe Weekend - Day 1 - Stanthorpe Wine District 
Sat 17 Stanthorpe Weekend - Day 2 - Stanthorpe Wine District 
Sun 18 Stanthorpe Weekend - Day 3 - Stanthorpe Wine District 

Sun 25 AROCA Sprint #4 - Queensland Raceway, Willowbank 

Wed 28 November Magazine Deadline 

 NOVEMBER 2015 

Sat 07 Italian Challenge Race Series Round 4 - Queensland Raceway, Willowbank 
Sat 07 Noosa Hillclimb - Noosa 
Sun 08 Italian Challenge Race Series Round 4 - Queensland Raceway, Willowbank 
Sun 08 Noosa Hillclimb - Noosa 

Wed 11 Club Night - Shannon's, West End 
Sun 15 Day Run - TBA 
Sat 21 AROCA Sprint #5 - Lakeside Raceway, Dakabin  

Sun 29 AROCA Sprint #6 - Queensland Raceway, Willowbank 

 DECEMBER 2015 

Sat 05 Christmas Party - TBA 
Sun 06 Christmas Run - TBA 
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RISULTATI 
 
  

ALFACOMP 2015 POINTSCORE OVERALL 

 Spr  Reg  Race Spr  Race Race S/S Reg  S/S 

 1 1 1 2 2 3 1 2 2 

Mark Jackson 10 16 16 0 20 0 12 8 16 

Ken Percival 0 0 20 0 14 0 11 0 14 

John Coleman 0 0 14 0 9 0 14 0 20 

Damien Bogatek 7 20 0 0 0 0 0 10 0 

Serge Oberhauser 8 0 0 8 0 0 7 0 8 

Peter Salmon 0 11 0 6 0 0 6 6 0 

Greg Murphy 0 0 12 0 14 0 0 0 0 

George Brook 0 0 10 0 11 0 0 0 0 

Jenny Mitropoulos 0 0 0 7 0 0 5 0 9 

Steve Bowdery 0 14 0 0 0 0 0 7 0 

Rob Robson 0 0 10 0 10 0 0 0 0 

Jason Wishart 0 0 0 0 0 0 20 0 0 

Doug Stonehouse 0 0 0 0 0 0 10 0 10 

Alan Broadhurst 0 0 0 0 0 0 9 0 11 

Charles Webb 0 0 0 0 0 0 8 0 12 

Paul Young 0 0 12 0 0 7 0 0 0 

James Anderson 0 0 0 10 0 8 0 0 0 

Warren Parker 0 0 0 0 16 0 0 0 0 

Brent Hampstead 0 0 0 0 0 0 16 0 0 

John Fenwick 0 12 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Jason Overland 0 10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Andrew Wilson 0 0 0 0 0 10 0 0 0 

Marcus Ferguson 0 0 8 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Lee Morrissey 0 0 0 0 8 0 0 0 0 

John Anderson 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 0 
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CLUBS 

  

March 
22 
Khana
cross 

Night 
Obser-
vation 
Run 
POST-
PONE
D 

May 2  
Mt 
Cotto
n Hill-
climb 

May 
17 
Regu-
larity 
Sprint  

July 
17  
Night 
Ob-
serva
tion 
Run 

Aug 
16 
Lakesi
de 
skid 
pan 
DTC   

Sept 
27  
Mo-
torkh
ana  

TOTAL 

BMW Car Club Qld.   15   0 20       35 

Alfa Romeo Owners Club Qld.   18   0 18       36 

MG Car Club Qld   17   20 0       37 

Sprite Club Qld   0   0 0       0 

WRX Club    0   0 0       0 

MX5 Car Club   0   0 0       0 

Holden Sporting Car Club Qld.   20   16 0       36 

Z Car Club   0   17 0       17 

Lotus Club Qld.   20   19 17       56 

Porsche Club Qld.   16   18 19       53 

MG Car Club Gold Coast   0   0 0       0 

2015 INTERCLUB CHAMPIONSHIP OUTRIGHT CLUB POINTS 

2015 ALFACOMP SUPERSPRINT #2 - MP A Series Rd 2 

Fastest time underlined S/S=Supersprint Points Lap=Best individual lap time 

 

DRIVER ALFA CC's RUN1 RUN2 RUN3 RUN4 RUN5 RUN6 RUN7 RUN8 Lap S/S 

John Coleman Alfa 75 3200 3.37.91 3.27.30 DNS 3.29.88 3.29.36 3.30.49 DNF DNS 50.97 20 

Mark Jackson Alfetta GTV 2000 4.01.76 3.31.41 3.30.76 3.29.48 3.32.46 DNF DNS DNS 51.04 16 

Ken Percival GT Junior 2000 3.51.27 3.38.64 3.37.43 3.37.04 3.36.78 3.37.28 3.35.33 3.36.46 52.95 14 

Charles Webb 105 GT 2000 DNF 3.49.65 3.46.68 3.50.99 3.44.75 3.46.93 3.44.08 3.42.38 54.40 12 

Alan Broadhurst 147 GTA 3200 3.51.25 3.48.40 3.45.76 3.48.22 3.48.76 3.46.96 3.44.94 DNS 55.18 11 

Doug Stonehouse GTV2000 2000 3.52.01 3.49.00 3.47.34 3.46.25 3.45.33 3.54.83 3.50.87 3.46.66 54.97 10 

Jenny Webb 105 GT 2000 DNS 3.58.96 3.53.31 3.52.81 3.52.38 3.51.17 3.49.47 3.47.54 55.76 9 

Serge Oberhauser Alfetta GTV6 3000 4.14.89 3.50.61 3.48.60 4.05.42 3.52.89 3.58.26 4.00.33 3.47.84 55.34 8 

             

Members with "other Alfas"            

Jason Wishart Welsor Clubman  3.10.02 3.06.05 3.07.56 3.07.34 3.08.20 3.06.10 3.06.57 3.05.03 45.46 N/A 
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The Classifieds sections of the Club 
magazine and Club website provide the 
opportunity to seek, sell or swap Alfa 
Romeo related items. This is a free 
service to both members and non-
members, provided the classified is of a 
non-commercial nature. 

Classifieds selling or seeking services are 
not accepted. Please contact the Com-
mittee Member responsible for maga-
zine advertising 
(advertising@arocaqld.com) to place 
these type of notices in the Club maga-
zine. 

To submit a new classified, visit the Club 
website (www.arocaqld.com), click on 
the “Classifieds” menu button and select 
“Submit an Advert” from the drop-down 
list. Complete the online form, making 
sure you fill in all the mandatory fields.  

Your classified can be up to 6,500 char-
acters long and you may also upload one 
digital image. The image must be in .JPG 
format and be less than 1Mb in size. 
Please check the spelling and punctua-
tion of your classified before clicking on 
the “Submit” button.  

If you experience any problems sub-
mitting your classified online, please 
contact the Classifieds Editor (Phone: 
0403 878 749 or email: classi-
fieds@arocaqld.com). A classified will 
remain listed for three months unless 
the classified owner requests otherwise.  

To request a change to an existing classi-
fied or to cancel an existing classified, 
visit the Club website 
(www.arocaqld.com), click on the 
“Classifieds” menu button and select 
“Change/Cancel Advert” from the drop-
down list. Complete and submit the 
online form.  

Advertisements may be edited or re-
moved from the magazine or website at 
any time by the Club.  

AROCA (QLD) takes no responsibility for 
the contents of any advertisement nor 
any statements implied or expressed by 
advertisers.  

Under Queensland law, registered vehi-
cles offered for sale must have a current 
and valid Safety Certificate available for 
perusal by prospective purchasers from 
the time the vehicle is offered for sale. 
Failure to do so may result in prosecu-
tion by State authorities. No classifieds 
will be published if they include "RWC/
Safety Certificate on sale" or similar 
statements. 

CLASSIFICATO 
 

Wanted 2006 147 Passenger Front Window  
My neighbour's lawn mower flicked a small rock 
into the front passenger window of our 2006 147 
Alfa, smashing it. We are after a replacement 
urgently. We reside in the Pine Rivers Area. | 
$negotiable | Contact: Allan, 0400924474, 
Macktom74@hotmail.com 
Wanted Alfetta GTV6 Front Bumper  
I need a Alfetta GTV6 front bumper in good con-
dition to get my GTV6 back on the road. | $Fair 
market price | Contact: Fortunato, 043 870 9417, 
forty@galluzzo.com.au 
Wanted 1750 GTV  
I have just sold my 1750 GTV but have another 
buyer who is looking for one in reasonable condi-
tion. If you have one that you were thinking of 
selling, please contact me and I will forward your 
details. | $18,000 | Contact: Colin, 
+61404043254, 75spyder@gmail.com 
For Sale 1972 Spider Veloce  
Australian delivered car. Just finished a six year 
restoration. 100 pecent brand new. Every item 
refurbished or replaced with new. Many up-
grades. High comp pistons. Elec ignition. Extrac-
tors. Upgraded brake rotors. Subframe connect-
ors underneath to stiffen body. Dynamatted 
throughout. 2 pack paint. Very nice to drive. Ive 
done 2,000 miles to sort out bugs. Now its ready 
for someone to enjoy. | $38,990 | Contact: Brad, 
0417714715, bjsellick@bigpond.com 
For Sale Alfa 3.0 V6 12v Race Cams  
Pair of Race cams for a 3.0L 12V V6 engine. I had 
them custom re ground by Tighe cams to the 
exact design by Jim Kartamalakis in his V6 high 
performance manual. He states them as a max 
street cam, I think they would suit a race car 
more than a street car. Max intake lift is 11.8mm 
and exhaust is 10.8mm. I have moved onto other 
projects and never got around to fitting them, so 
they are unused. Asking what I paid for them. If 
you want the fastest 12V around then you need 
these. | $750 | Contact: Cameron, 0423147396, 
Ckd.wright@gmail.com 
For Sale 1985 Alfa Romeo Sprint Coverleaf 
80,000Klm, 1.5 litre, Manual, Alloy wheels, Re-
caro cloth seats. The body has a lot of rust from 
being un-garaged for the past few years. In last 
10 years has had new radiator, new Pirelli tyres, 
rebuilt brake master cylinder, rebuilt rear brakes, 
left front cv joint.The engine is really good, still 
pulls hard and sounds great. Carbies are leaking 
fuel so the floats may be gummed up. All offers 
considered for whole car. Alternatively, send me 

a list of parts and I will contact you if I part the 
car out. | make an offer | Contact: Simon, 
0468450589, simon_knight@hotmail.com 
For Sale 2600 Sprint Left Door  
Brand new (never fitted or painted) left hand 
door for 2600 Sprint. Has been kept under cover 
and in dry conditions. Freight and delivery at cost 
of the purchaser. | $700 | Contact: John, 
0418769012, darhenn1@gmail.com 
For Sale Alfa 156 Body Kit 
Complete body kit Inc rear spoiler to suite 2000 
model Alfa 156 | $390 | Contact: Brian, 
0406141681, bmgtwo@hotmail.com (Expires: 
Sep 30) 

For Sale Alfa 156 Wheels & Tyres [View Photo] 
4 rims with good tyres to suit 2000 model Alfa 
156 | $400 | Contact: Brian, 0406141681, 
bmgtwo@hotmail.com 

For Sale 1985 Alfa Romeo 90  
Car in good running order. Rego ALF-250. Colour 
grey metallic. | $3,800 | Contact: Giovanni, 
0488264042, jonanco@bigpond.net.au 
For Sale 1986 Alfa Romeo 75 V6 
First registered 1987. One owner since new. Well 
maintained. Still in good shape. Genuine 322,000 
km. on the clock. Goes like a rocket (like they all 
do). Recently deregistered as we upgraded to a 
new Skoda automatic (Gail has a knee implant). 
Needs a few small things done to get it back in 
top shape. First to see will buy. Car situated in 
Cairns Qld. | $1,500 | Contact: Dan & Gail, 
0428772057, dngreardon@hotmail.com 
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For Sale 1971 Spider Project  
Alfa Romeo 1750 Spider Veloce RHD. Manufac-
tured August, 1971 and delivered to Alfa Romeo 
London. Chassis No AR1835120 Engine Series AR 
00548. Body fully stripped some rust under wind-
screen. Photos of all parts before disassembly. 
Hood in very good condition, new clutch, good 
tyres. Engine has new liners, bearings, pistons 
etc. Head overhauled ready for engine reassem-
bly. | $6,500 | Contact: Kevin, +61414744799, 
kbo@internode.on.net 
For Sale 1973 Spider 2000 
Australian Delivered 31st October 1973. Alfa red 
with black interior. Mechanically excellent. Mo-
tor, gearbox, clutch and suspension in very good 
order. Body excellent - no rust in sills, guards or 
other usual rust areas. Interior is in very good 
condition, as new hood. Used on a regular basis 
with maintenance by Brisbane Alfa specialists 
Automotion. This is a perfect car to own and 
enjoy immediately, it is totally original, no work 
is required and it is a pleasure to drive. | $19,500 
| Contact: Mal, 0431 273 310, 
mbfraser7@gmail.com 

For Sale 156 V6 6 Speed Manual MY04 
Last of the Busso 2.5s! This car has low mileage, 
service history and has never been raced or 
flogged. Body is in very good condition and the 
tan interior, wooden steering wheel and gear 
knob make this a special car to be in. 4 new 
Pirelli tyres and a factory skirt/spoiler kit com-
plete the picture. Car has only 113k kms and 
price is very negotiable. | $9,500 | Contact: 
Mike, 0408686702, loxleym@ozemail.com.au 

For Sale 2007 159 Ti 2.2L JTS Manual  
Immaculate condition in Stromboli Grey with 
black leather This highly specified car also has a 
factory electric sunroof. Other features include 
19 inch wheels, dual zone climate control, re-
versing sensors, Blue&me system, and electric 
front seats (drivers with memory). One owner, 
rarely used, fully garaged and only 30,500km on 
the clock. | $18,000 | Contact: Bruce, 
0438924425, brucej@westnet.com.au 
For Sale 2001 Alfa Spider 2dr Twin Spark 
Manual, good condition. 177000klms. All new 

oils. Registered. Reluctant sale but must sell 
ASAP. | $7,000 | Contact: Immanuel, 
+61455456047, ipodesta@icloud.com 

 
For Sale Alfa 33 Race Car 
1985 Alfa 33 2wd wagon (unregistered). Vehicle 
located in Sydney. Cheap entry level track car for 
an Alfa enthusiast. AASA log book; VRA category 
racer – race, supersprint or regularity. Rebuilt 
motor (new rings and bearings) with 5 events 
completed. Brand new clutch kit has just been 
installed. Heavy lowered springs, extractors. 8 
wheels and R-series tyres with a few more events 
left in them. Very reliable 1.5 block bored out 
with 1.7 pistons (1.6 litre). Stripped out shell with 
no rust. All the race gear so you just turn up at 
the track. Very strong wet weather performer. 
SMP South under 1.10; Wakefield 1:18s; Winton 
1:53s. | $1,450 ONO | Contact: Andrew, 
0410343102, abwhome6@bigpond.com 

 
For Sale Vertini wheels - fit Alfa 159 
Vertini 20" wheels and tyres to suit Alfa 159. 
Tyres all good tread. One of which has less than 
50km use. Makes a car look fantastic and sharp-
ens up the handling. Some gutter rash on wheels. 
| $700 negotiable | Contact: David, 0404171887, 
woodard@bigpond.net.au 
 

For Sale 1979 Spider  
Alfa Red, black interior. Fully maintained and 
roadworthy. 84,000 miles on odometer. Engine 
No. AR01615494965. VIN AR115410006828. On 
historic registration (South Australia). Good 
battery and tyres. Spica pumps replaced with Del 
Orte carburretors. | $15,000 or offer | Contact: 
Bruce, (08) 8264 1729, dhuglas@bigpond.com 
 
For Sale 2001 147 Selespeed (not running)  
Black 147 with a dead selespeed actuator. I just 
don't have the money to spend on it. 149,000km. 
Would suit someone after parts or who has more 
knowledge and ability to fix it up. Serviced by 
Automotion for about 10 years. Have a towbar 
(unfitted), and black Lexus styled tail lights. Looks 
great from the rear. Selling unregistered. | 
$1,250 | Contact: Andrew, 0408710903, andi-
roid@hotmail.com 
 
For Sale 2009 Brera Ti JTS Manual 2.2L  
Price has been furtehr reduced - last chance; if 
the vehicle is not sold by 3 July, it will be re-
moved from sale! Misano blue duco. In addition 
to the high level of standard features on a Brera 
the Ti has sports seats, 19 inch 8C inspired alloys, 
stiffer springs and dampers, large one piece red 
brembo brake callipers amongst others. 93,000 
km's recorded and regularly serviced by Automa-
tion. | $18,000 (Reduced!) | Contact: Neil, 0455 
095697, neil.mcdonnell1964@gmail.com 

Alfa Romeo Gilia Spider Veloce 1964 
Has been in my family since the late 1980s, It is a  
LH drive, a lot of peripheral parts have been re-
made or repaired over the years It is ready for 
renewed enthusiasm and restoration. The asking 
price is $26,000 Can send a link to photos. Car is 
in Sydney. 
Other items that may be of interest are: 
An SS Original Spare nose panel, price $8,500 
A 1600cc, 105 rebuilt engine. New Crank Shaft 
and lightened flywheel. New timing sprockets 
and chains .Half time sprocket has been light-
ened.  Con rods sized and balanced.  Pistons are 
SS spec. forged 9.7:1 CR from Spruel (US) .  New 
guides  and valves, etc.  GS cams price $8,000 
Collection of parts for 101 Spiders and Giulia 
Super, $18,000 
Several 15" Alfa 105 Wheel sets: 
1 set of new 6 Technomagnesion 15"x5.5 and 
15"x6, $6,500 1 set of new 5 Minilight style 
15"x6, $5,000 1 set new 4 "telephone dial" Alfa 
Factory wheels for late model Spider. $4,400 
Contact: Victoria Walker  victoriawalk-
er.saqqara@gmail.com> 
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FINALE 

PER SEMPRE ALFA 
Next issue: August 2015 

Deadline: July 29 

John Anderson was very quick to respond (and was the only respondent) to last months 

editor's question: 

John Lydgate said you can please some of the people... 

Not to be confused with Lincoln's paraphrase "you can fool some of the people..." 

Still no answers about the cover picture... What has been "photoshoped"? 

Dopeler effect (n): The tendency of 
stupid ideas to seem smarter when 
they come at you rapidly. 



 

 



 

 


